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Editorial

Khalifa Bin Jassim Bin 
Mohammed Al Thani

Qatar Chamber Chairmam

Enhancing Intra-Arab Trade 

The “Arab Private Sector Forum” recently held in 
Lebanon highlighted the reality of the intra-Arab 

trade and challenges facing the development of this 
trade which is estimated only at 10% of the total 
Arab foreign trade.
The two-day event, which is held in mid-January at 
the headquarters of the Union of Arab Chambers 
in Beirut, came in preparation for the fourth Arab 
Economic and Social Development Summit. 
Among these challenges is the weakness of trade 
movement among Arab countries in spite of the 
giant potentials and natural resources they have as 
well as their distinguished geographical position.
Twenty years ago, most of the Arab countries agreed 
on the establishment of the Greater Arab Free Trade 
Area (GAFTA) as well as the establishment of a 
common customs area. However, despite all these 
efforts to encourage economic cooperation in Arab 
world and eliminate trade barriers between member 
states, the actual intra-Arab trade performance is far 
less from the aspirations level. 

There is no doubt that enhancing the intra-Arab 
trade has become imperative in order to achieve the 
Arab economic integration and to be a strong Arabic 
economic bloc able to compete other regional blocs.
The forum announced many recommendations 
which were promoted to the Arab Summit. 
These recommendations included urging Arab 
countries to  remove non-tariff barriers within a 
specified period of time. It  also called upon Arab 
countries to facilitate the implementation of the 
Arab Convention for the Liberalization of Trade in 
Services among Arab Countries, including sanitary 
and phytosanitary issues, technical and trade 
restrictions, and intellectual property within the 

Greater Arab Free Trade Area, in cooperation with 
the Union of Arab Chambers.
The forum also called upon Arab countries to 
adopt a new Arab Investment agreement in order 
to facilitate the flow of Arab Investment and 
businessmen between them and strengthen the 
role of Arab Investment Promotion Agencies, via the 
different Arab Chambers.

I’m pretty convinced that deepening cooperation 
between the Arab private sector and adopting 
mechanisms of strengthening cooperation among 
business sectors in Arab countries will act as a 
catalyst for enhancing the intra-Arab trade. 
I believe that developing small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) which are key driver for the 
economic development will increase trade among 
Arab countries. 

Hence, the forum  called on joint Arab financial 
institutions to increase their support for 
entrepreneurship, innovation, and women’s 
empowerment and youth projects, as well as 
for SMEs and entrepreneurship and innovation 
development centers, with the participation of 
the Arab private sector represented by the Arab 
Chambers. This would contribute to reducing the 
gap of unemployment and poverty. 
I also believe that the Arab private sector is capable of 
developing the Arab-intra trade if countries manage 
to eliminate obstacles and harness their available 
potentials. Arab countries should actively involve 
the private sector in their economic action through 
their respective Arab Chambers at the national level, 
and through the Union of Arab Chambers at the 
global level.
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Article

Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi
Director General

Private Sector Is Booming

Within the past few years, the Qatari private 
sector has achieved a quantum leap 

in terms of its participation in the economic 
process and its contribution to the national 
GDP thanks to the Amir’s unwavering support 
and the government efforts that have helped 
the sector to play its anticipated role in the 
economic development.

With this regard, the State of Qatar has adopted 
a resilient and multifaceted economic policy 
within the framework of its National Vision 2030 
which aims at developing an economy driven by 
a growth of both  oil and non-oil sectors.

The private sector has assumed a privileged 
place in the local economy, especially during 
the siege period. It took advantage from 
the governmental initiatives that enabled it 
to become a real partner of the economic 
development. It played an active role in 
overcoming the consequences of the unjust 
siege imposed on the country, as local 
companies have intensified the pace of work, 
increased their productive capacities, expanded 
their destinations for foreign trade and opened 
new channels with many regional and global 
markets as well as established new companies 
and factories in many sectors.

Now, Qatar’s economy has become more 

accessible with the world economies thanks to 
the Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani’s 
directives which have stressed the need to 
open the national economy to investments and 
initiatives so that the country produces the food 
and medicine it needs and diversify its income 
sources. 

In this context, Qatar Chamber has continued 
to stimulate the private sector to further invest 
in new fields alongside with the investment 
in industrial and agricultural SMEs and all 
productive enterprises that meet needs of the 
local market.

Beyond any doubt, the local industrial 
development, expansion of production and 
establishment of new factories have significantly 
led to a 35% growth of the non-oil exports 
which hit QR 24 billion in 2018 compared to QR 
18 bn in 2017. 

This growth considerably underscores the 
success of plans adopted by the country with 
the aim to diversify economy and increase of 
the non-oil sector’s participation in the GDP.

Also, this growth assured the continuing support 
for the private sector which is playing a key role 
in the economic process and becomes a key 
pillar of Qatar’s trade with all world countries. 
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Qatar, Pakistan review 

enhancing private 

sector co-operation
Pakistani PM HE Imran Khan met with Qatar Chamber’s Chairman HE Sheikh 

Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani and number of QC Board of Directors and Qatari 
businesspersons.

News

The meeting reviewed ways of enhancing trade 
co-operation and investment opportunities 

available in both countries.
It also discussed the possibility of establishing 
joint projects between Qatari and Pakistani 
businessmen especially in food and industry 
sectors.
Addressing the meeting, Khan stressed the 
strength of both countries relations, affirming his 
country’s keenness to bolster co-operation ties 
with Qatar in all aspects.
For his part, Qatar Chamber’s Chairman HE 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani said that Qatar-

Pakistan relations have been greatly developed 
and growing fast over the past few years thanks 
to the close relationship of both countries’ 
leaderships and peoples.
HE stressed the Chamber’s keenness on 
developing both countries’ trade co-operation, 
noting that it strives to deepen relations between 
Qatari companies and their counterparts from 
Pakistan.
There is a scope for Pakistani companies to 
establish joint ventures and commercial alliances 
with Qatari side in all sectors, especially in food 
and agricultural sectors. 
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Sheikh Khalifa noted that there 
are 1250 Qatar-Pakistan joint 
companies operating in Qatar in 
different sectors as at the end of 
2018.
There is a big Pakistani community 
working in Qatar and contributing 
to the boom it witnessing, Sheikh 
Khalifa pointed out.
Qatar Chamber welcomes Pakistani 
firms to participate in the projects 
which are being implemented 
in Qatar. It also encourages 
businessmen from both sides to 
establish partnerships that serve 
both economies, he added.
HE said that their trade volume 
witnessed a 100% growth in 2017 
by $1.6bn. It increased from $782 
mn in 2016 to $ 1.6bn in 2017. It 
also reached $1.8bn registering a 
12.5% growth during the first nine 
months of 2018. 
He also said: “This significantly 
reflected how both countries’ 
relations greatly developed, 
especially after the launch of a 
maritime route between Hamad 
Port and Pakistan’s Karachi Port 
which contributed to the increase 
in import and export movement 
between the two countries,”
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Qatar creates 
history with
Asian Cup win

The Qatari football national team were crowned for the first time in their 
history as the champions of the AFC Asian Cup in its 17th edition hosted in 

the UAE, after defeating Japan 3-1 in the final.

Qatar became the fourth Arab team to 
win the competition after Kuwait (1980), 

Saudi Arabia (1984, 1988, 1996), and Iraq 
(2007).

The Asian Cup-winning Qatar football 
team was given a royal welcome, with His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 

al-Thani receiving them at the International 
Doha Airport on February 2.

His Highness Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad al-
Thani, the Personal Representative of the 
Amir, Qatar Olympic Committee president 
HE Sheikh Joaan bin Hamad al-Thani, 
ministers and other high-ranking officials 

News
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as well as a large crowd of fans 
, residents, nationals and media 
representatives were also present 
to welcome the team.

On this occasion, Qatar Chamber’s 
Chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Jassim Al Thani has extended his 
sincere congratulations to His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani on Qatar’s 
winning the 2019 AFC Asian Cup, 
affirming  that this achievement 
would not have been possible 
without the Amir’s unwavering 
support for sports.

 Sheikh Khalifa also extended his 
congratulations to HH The Father 
Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al 
Thani, HH The Deputy Amir Sheikh 
Abdulla bin Hamad Al Thani, HH 
The Amir’s Personal Representative 
Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad al-Thani 
and to the people of Qatar on this 
epoch-making achievement which 
placed Qatar at the top of Asian 
football.

He said that despite the siege and 
the absence of supports during 
the tournament, Qatar champs 
have managed to record this 
spectacular achievement which 
will add to Qatar’s significant 

accomplishments in political, 
economic, social and sport fields.

He also said that this great victory 
of the Qatari team affirmed that 
Qatar is the capital of international 
sport and underscored its ability to 
host a successful 2022 World Cup.

International newspapers 
celebrated Qatar’s victory in the 
Asian Cup for the first time in their 
histor y.

France Football newspaper 
covered the event under the title 
Qatar makes history and wins its 

first Asian title.

The Guardian newspaper says 
“World Cup 2022 hosts Qatar beat 
Japan to win major Asian trophy.”

Washington Times says “World Cup 
2022 hosts defeat Japan 3-1 to win 
major Asian trophy.”

Fox Sport said the Asian Cup was 
lifted by Qatar for the first time on 
Friday after defeating Japan 3-1.

While Australia’s FTBL chose a 
headline saying: “Impressive Qatar 
beat Japan to win Asian Cup.”
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Qatar Chamber’s Chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani hosted 
an Omani delegation representing the Oman Center for Commercial 

Arbitration headed by Oman Chamber’s Vice Chairman for Administrative and 
Financial Affairs Sheikh Rashid bin Amer al-Moslahy .

During the meeting, the 
cooperation between the two 

chambers of Qatar and Oman was 
discussed, especially in the areas of 
commercial arbitration. The Amman 
Chamber is currently preparing the 
regulation of the Amman Center for 
Commercial Arbitration, which was 
issued in October.
On the other hand, Qatar 
International Center for Conciliation 
and Arbitration (QICCA) Board 
Member for International Relations 
Dr. HE Sheikh Thani bin Ali Al-Thani 
met with the Omani delegation.
QICCA Assistant Secretary-General 
Ibrahim Shahbik and QICCA 
Principal Legal Counsel Dr Minas 
Khatchadourian attended the 
meeting.

The meeting touched on ways of 
enhancing cooperation between 
both sides, in particular that Oman 
Center is still being  established.
The Omani delegation expressed 
their interest to take the advantage 
of Qatari experience in arbitration 
and also of the great experience of 
QICCA in this field.
The delegation was briefed on 
QICCA’s mechanisms of work as well 
as training programs it organises to 
qualify and prepare arbitrators.
Sheikh Thani affirmed QICCA’s 
preparedness to cooperate with 
the Omani side by providing advice 
regarding regulations and all issues 
related to arbitration centers work.
On his part,  Sheikh Rashid bin Amer 
al-Moslahy said the visit to QICCA 

aims to learn about its working 
mechanism and statute to benefit 
in establishing the regulations of 
Oman Center for Arbitration.
QICCA is one of the most important 
arbitration centers to which Omani 
companies were headed to solve 
their commercial disputes over the 
past few years, he added.

News

Oman, Qatar 
arbitration centers 

review cooperation 
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Sheikh Khalifa said the step 
would strengthen the Lebanese 

economy, adding that Qatar 
has always been committed to 
supporting Lebanese people. 
He noted that the decision was 
made after a meeting between His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani and Lebanese 
President Michel Aoun in Beirut. 
The Amir was in Lebanese capital 
to attend the Arab Economic and 
Social Development Summit.
He pointed out that the move 
stemmed from the profound 
fraternal ties between the two 

brotherly countries, stressing 
Qatar’s firm commitment to help 
the Arab countries.
He expressed his hope that Lebanon 
would achieve stability, prosperity 
and economic growth.
In April 2018, Qatar has 
pledged $500mn in the form of 
concessionary loan and investments 
in aid of Lebanon during the CEDRE 
Conference in Paris to support the 
country’s economic development, 
he said.
QC Chairman added that Qatar has 
a long record of giving, solidarity, 
and support for Arab countries 

through advocating Arabic causes 
and providing financial support and 
investments that strengthen Arab 
economies , noting that this trend 
would contribute to diversifying 
Qatar’s economic and financial 
investments in all world countries, 
foremost of which are Arab 
countries.
This initiative complements a 
long march of the Qatari support 
to Arab economies, whether in 
terms of development projects, 
infrastructure, technological 
projects or other sectors that 
generate jobs for the young people.

Qatar Chamber’s Chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim al-Thani 
praised Qatar’s plans to invest $500mn in Lebanese government 

bonds to support Lebanon’s economy announced in January 2019.

Qatar’s support for Lebanon 
reiterates firm stance 
towards Arab countries, says 
Sheikh Khalifa

11
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News

First vice-chairman of Qatar Chamber Mohamed bin Ahmed bin Twar said the 
number of Kuwaiti-Qatari companies operating in the State reached 526 by 

the end of 2018, as opposed to 393 companies by the end of 2017, registering 
an increase of 34 percent.

This came in a meeting between 
Qatar Chamber and a trade and 

industry delegation from Kuwait. 
The delegation is chaired by 
General Manager of Kuwait’s Public 
Authority for Industry Abdulkarim 
Taqi Abdulkarim, joined by officials 
from Kuwait Industries Union, 
Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry and a number of Kuwaiti 

businessmen and industrialists 
who represent nearly 20 industrial 
companies.

QC several board member 
including  HE Eng. Ali Abdullatif Al 
Misned, Mohamed bin Ahmed Al 
Obaidli, Abdulrahman Al Ansari, 
Abdulrahman Abdul Jaleel Abdul 
Ghani as well as the Director-General 

Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi attended 
the event alongside with number 
of leading Qatari businessmen 
and representatives of 20 Kuwaiti 
manufacturing companies.

Officials from General Authority of 
Customs and QDB were also present.
During the meeting, both parties 
discussed ways to boost cooperation 

QC First Vice-Chairman: 

Number of Kuwaiti 

Companies in Qatar Increased 

in 2018
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in all trade and industry fields, 
bringing together businessmen, 
finding solutions for any obstacles 
that may face mutual investments 
and developing cooperation to its 
best potential, which benefits the 
Qatari and Kuwaiti economies.

Mohamed bin Ahmed bin Twar said 
the relations between the private 
sectors in Qatar and Kuwait have 
recently seen further development 
and growth, where the trade 
exchange volume between both 
countries reached nearly QR 2.8 
billion in the first nine months of 
2018, registering an increase of 12 
percent in comparison to the whole 
of 2017. This reflects the growth of 
bilateral trade between the two 
countries, benefiting from the great 
convergence between business 
sectors in both countries.

The First vice-chairman said both 
parties have a strong desire to make 
the best of the cooperation which 
reflects on the Qatari and Kuwaiti 
economies. He added that Qatari-
Kuwaiti business forum which 
was held in Kuwait contributed 
to expanding the cooperation 
aspects between the business 
sectors of both countries. It also 
pushed the establishment of more 
Qatari-Kuwaiti companies which 
can support the growth of trade 
exchange between both countries.
General Manager of Kuwait’s Public 
Authority for Industry Abdulkarim 
Taqi Abdulkarim stressed that 
industrial and commercial sectors in 
Kuwait were interested in enhancing 
cooperation relations with the 
Qatari side, pointing out that there 
was a great opportunity to increase 
the volume of trade exchange 
between the two sides.

He noted that the industrial sector, 
which is the safety valve in any 
developed economy, could play an 
important role in joint cooperation 
between Qatar and Kuwait, praising 
Qatari businessmen for their interest 
in building bridges of cooperation 

with their Kuwaiti counterparts 
and their desire to establish joint 
companies and factories for the sake 
of the economies of both countries.
The two sides, he said, shared the 
same concern regarding the need to 
create new partnerships and unified 
laws to promote joint cooperation 
to the levels that match the existing 
relations between the two countries 
and to discuss bilateral issues to 
facilitate trade exchange and create 
a single system that contributes to 
the flow of trade between them.

On the volume of industrial 
exchange between the two 
countries, the General Manager 
of Kuwait’s Public Authority for 
Industry pointed out that it does not 
exceed 50 million Kuwaiti Dinars, a 
modest figure that does not match 
the ambition and desire of both 
parties. He called for replacing 
foreign industry with local one in 
both countries and benefiting from 
the competence of the Qatari and 
Kuwaiti industries.

He stressed that building economic 
security in the two countries requires 
the existence of industries in full 
production lines, the development 
of existing plants and the exchange 
of skills related to the revitalization 
of industry in Qatar and Kuwait.
In turn, Eng. Ali bin Abdullatif Al 
Misnad, Board Member of Qatar 
Chamber, said Qatari investors 
were willing to attract more Kuwaiti 
investments, especially in light 
of the laws and regulations that 
encourage foreign investment, 

such as the Free Industrial Zones 
Law and others, adding that Qatar 
budget allocated QR 212 billion 
for infrastructure projects, which 
opens the way for more cooperation 
between the two sides.
Al Misnad welcomed the proposal 
to establish a joint Qatari-Kuwaiti 
Business Council to facilitate 
the procedures and enhance 
communication and cooperation 
between businessmen in the two 
countries, as well as the proposal 
to host a representative office of 
the Kuwait’s Public Authority for 
Industry at the Qatar Chamber 
premises to serve as a link between 
industrialists in Qatar and Kuwait.
QC Board Member Abdul Rahman 
Al Ansari eluded Kuwaiti stance 
during the siege, noting that both 
sides have the desire to develop 
industry sector and increasing its 
contribution in the economy.

QC Director-General Saleh bin 
Hamad Al Sharqi said that both 
chambers continually communicate 
to discuss all related issues, noting 
that all issues revealed in today’s 
meeting will be handled to remove 
obstacles that face joint investments 
and ease procedures that ensure 
increasing trade between Qatar and 
Kuwait.  
Deputy Director of Kuwait Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry Hamad 
Garrah Al Omr said that Kuwaiti 
businessmen are eager to expand 
their cooperation with Qataris, find 
local agents for their products in 
the Qatari market and take part in 
tenders offered in Qatar. 
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News

Qatar Chamber the TIR national 

guaranteeing and issuing 

association in Qatar

Qatar Chamber (QC) and the General Authority of Customs (GAC) signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) at the International Road Transport 

Union (IRU) headquarter in Geneva on January 25.
The MOU marks QC as the TIR national guaranteeing and issuing association in Qatar.

HE the Minister of Transport and 
Communications Jassim Seif 

Ahmed al-Sulaiti witnessed the 
signing of the agreement which 

was signed by QC Board Member, 
Eng Ali Abdul Latif Al Misnad, and 
General Authority of Customs 
Chairman, Ahmed bin Abdullah 

Al Jamal, in the presence of QC 
Director General, Saleh bin Hamad 
Al Sharqi.
In a related context, the government 
of Qatar signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with the 
International Road Transport Union 
(IRU) to boost their co-operation in 
all fields of land transport.
The MoU was signed by HE 
the Minister of Transport and 
Communications Jassim Seif 
Ahmed al-Sulaiti and the IRU 
Secretary-General Umberto de 
Pre t t o.
The MoU aims at developing joint 
activities in the areas supporting 
land transport sector and 
developing land transport projects 
in Qatar in line with best practices 
and international standards, thus 

News
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enabling Qatar to play a leading 
and distinctive role in this regard.
Commenting on the MOU singing 
, QC Board Member Al-Misnad 
said that the agreement reflects 
QC’s role in breaking the unfair 
blockade. He added that Qatar’s 
accession to TIR system comes in 
the context of streamlining trade, 
reducing costs and shipping for 
traders, thus reflecting positively 
on consumers, let alone facilitating 
the land transportation of goods 
and commodities from and to 
Qatar.
TIR is a globally applicable customs 
transit and guarantee system. 
It enables goods to transit from 
a country of origin to a country 
of destination in sealed load 
compartments that are controlled 
by customs via a multilateral, 
mutually recognised procedure, he 
added. 
On his part, GAC Chairman 
said the agreement comes in 
the context of developing and 
cementing co-operation between 
the member states in the field of 
international land transport as well 
as terminating the restrictions and 
obstacles in that industry. 
Al-Jamal said that the agreement 
will help reduce the cost of exports 
and, therefore, commodity prices 
in Qatar. “It would also cut the time 
spent on the delivery of imports by 
nearly 50%, in addition to securing 
the delivery of goods to final 
destinations with highest safety 
standards,” he added.
Saleh Al-Sharqi said that TIR 
streamlines procedures at borders, 
reducing the administrative 
burden for customs authorities 
and for transport and logistics 
companies. It cuts border waiting 
times significantly, saving time and 
money, he added. 
TIR authorised operators can 
move goods quickly across 
multiple customs territories, under 
customs control, using a single 
guarantee. Harmonised systems 
and data exchange tools mean that 
operators only need to submit their 

declaration data once for the entire 
transit movement, al-Sharqi said.
The QC Director General also 
invited transportation companies 
that are interested in joining the 
TIR system to apply at QC and get 
authorised to use that system in 
their importation and exportation 
business. 
He noted that transportation 
companies interested in joining 
TIR system must have at least three 
years of experience in international 
land transportation, adding that QC 
is now the national guaranteeing 
association for customs duties.
Last year, Qatar became the 73rd 
country to have ratified the UN TIR 
Convention – the global standard 
for customs transit, to facilitate 

trade and the seamless and secure 
movement of goods across its 
borders. 
Member-states include countries 
from Europe, Asia, North Africa, the 
Middle East, the US and Canada. 
This is aimed at streamlining trade, 
attracting investments and raising 
Qatar’s transportation services 
efficiency through providing 
seamless importation, exportation 
and delivery of goods from and to 
Qatar using Qatari trucks carried on 
RORO cargo ships.

Government and IRU sign 

MoU to boost cooperation 

in land transport
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Interview

Pace of projects to continue 

beyond 2022 as 150 large-

scale projects set for delivery 

TOGY talks to H.E. Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin Mohammed Al Thani, chairman 
of the Qatar Chamber of Commerce & Industry, about how Qatar is achieving 

the pillars of its National Vision 2030 by diversifying and strengthening its 
economy in the face of the blockade. Qatar Chamber promotes business activity in 
Qatar with financing and support for economic initiatives.

Private sector to play a key role in these projects by partnering 

with the public sector to realize goals of QNV 2030

Siege failed to hinder the country’s development strategies.

It constituted an impetus for self-dependence

In an interview with The Oil and Gas Year, Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al-Thani:

News
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On incentives for investment: 
“During the past few years, the 

Qatari government provided many 
attractive incentives for national 
and foreign investors. These 
include facilities in ownership and 
exemption from Customs duties on 
imports of machinery, equipment 
and spare parts. They also include 
exemption from export duties 
or taxes on corporate profits for 
predetermined periods.”

• On the embargo: “Qatar was 
not affected because it has huge 
resources, ambitious economic 
strategies and positive relations 
across the globe. Qatar explored 
and successfully found alternative 
sources of goods which were 
previously being imported from 
the siege countries; we launched 
direct shipping routes from the 
Hamad Port with ports in China, 
Oman, Kuwait and other friendly 
countries.”

The full interview with H.E. Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Jassim bin Mohammed 
Al Thani below:

How would you describe the 
business and investment climate in 
Qatar? 

Qatar provides a highly lucrative 
and attractive investment 
destination. It constitutes an 
example of economic excellence 
regionally and internationally. Its 
economic privilege is based on 
a clear vision that depends on 
the strategic use of the country’s 
surplus from oil and gas, and its 
foreign investment policy, with the 
aim of developing a competitive 
and open economy. 
This economic vision and strategy 
provide bigger investment 
opportunities for the private sector 
and aim to broaden economic 
relations with countries worldwide. 
The economic growth has and will 
continue to be accompanied by 
openness to world markets, which 

will help foster a better 
investment climate 
locally.
In this regard, the 
Qatari government has 
introduced a number 
of incentives for foreign 
investors and issued a 
series of laws and acts 
of legislation that have 
helped simplify doing 
business in the country 
and attracted more 
domestic and foreign 
investments. There are 
unrivalled opportunities 
for investment in 
Qatar in many of 
its sectors, namely 
in manufacturing, 
hospitality, real 
estate, energy, health, 
education and other 
a r e a s .
During the past few years, 
the Qatari government 
provided many 
attractive incentives for 
national and foreign 
investors. These include 
facilities in ownership 
and exemption from 
Customs duties on 
imports of machinery, 
equipment and spare 
parts. They also include 
exemption from export 
duties or taxes on 
corporate profits for 
predetermined periods.
I firmly believe that 
the period ahead 
will witness new reforms and 
incentives for business, thereby 
improving the investment climate 
in the country, especially in light of 
the emir’s directives that stress the 
need to open Qatar’s economy to 
investments and initiatives so that 
the country becomes a producer of 
food and medicine.

Qatar has set a number of mid- 
to long-term development and 
diversification plans, including 
in the oil and gas industry. How 

feasible are these plans and what 
are some of the challenges in 
meeting these targets?

The wise leadership of Qatar 
adopted a very ambitious vision 
which constitutes a national 
target for the advantage of Qatar’s 
citizens and expatriates. Qatar 
National Vision 2030 was launched 
to serve as a clear roadmap 
for Qatar’s future. It aims to 
transform Qatar into an advanced 
society capable of achieving 
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News

sustainable development by 2030.
Qatar’s 2nd National Development 
Strategy (NDS2) 2018-2022 was 
launched this year [in 2018]. It 
is part of a series of successive 
development strategies that 
translate the targets of Qatar 
National Vision 2030 and its four 
pillars. 
This year also witnessed the signing 
of new project contracts worth 
QAR 29 billion, aimed at promoting 
economic diversification, food 
security projects, the small and 
medium-sized enterprise (SME) 
sector, and the development of 
freezones and special economic 
zones.
During the past few years, Qatar 
achieved most of its diversification 
and development plans. It has 
managed to build a strong and 
resilient economy, becoming one 
of the fastest-growing economies 
in the world. It also paved the way 
for the private sector to play a key 
role in the economy and participate 
in the mega-projects implemented 
in the country.

To achieve these strategies, 
Qatar managed to overcome all 
challenges and difficulties. It faced 
an unjust siege aimed at curtailing 
its sovereignty and hindering 
its progress. The State of Qatar 
has been and remains strong. All 
economic plans are on track and all 
infrastructure works and projects 
related to the World Cup 2022 are 
ongoing and were not affected by 
the siege.
In general, I’m pleased to say that the 
siege failed to hinder the country’s 
development strategies and its 
economic growth. On the contrary, 
the siege constituted an impetus 
for further solidarity, steadfastness 
and self-dependence.

What effect has the blockade had 
on local businesses and the wider 
economy?

Thanks to His Highness the Emir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani’s 
wisdom and leadership, the siege 
imposed on the country for more 
than one year has had no impact 

on the national economy, though 
it had a slight impact on local 
businesses. Most of its effects were 
temporary as new trade routes 
were swiftly established.
Qatar was not affected because 
it has huge resources, ambitious 
economic strategies and positive 
relations across the globe. Qatar 
explored and successfully found 
alternative sources of goods which 
were previously being imported 
from the siege countries; we 
launched direct shipping routes 
from the Hamad Port with ports 
in China, Oman, Kuwait and other 
friendly countries. 
During this period, new military, 
security, economic, commercial 
and other agreements have been 
signed with the world’s major 
powers. The visits of His Highness 
the Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani to European, Asian and 
African nations promoted and 
widened bilateral relations with 
countries in these continents. 
In other words, Qatar’s bilateral 
relations with other countries have 
almost doubled. 
The non-hydrocarbon sectors like 
construction and manufacturing 
won’t see any disruptions thanks 
to the alternate supply chains 
established since the crisis. All 
infrastructure projects and those 
that are related to the 2022 World 
Cup are on track. All economic 
sectors proved resilient, healthy 
and stable.
I’m pleased to say that the best 

Qatar’s economic vision 

provides more investment 

opportunities and broadens its 

relations with world countries 

New incentives boost business 

climate in light of Amir’s 

directives to open economy for 

investments and initiatives 

18

Is
su

e 
N

o.
 7

7 
- F

eb
ru

ar
y 

- 2
01

9



thing that could have happened to 
Qatar is this siege. Qatar managed 
to turn the crisis into advantage. 
The siege triggered Qatar to rethink 
its sustainability and independence 
and to set itself up for the future. 
It opened new channels of co-
operation with other friendly 
countries. It encouraged Qatar to 
open its doors to new regional and 
international markets. 
The siege motivated the country 
to speed up the completion of its 
projects to ensure and promote 
self-sufficiency and food security. 
New factories were built. About 
17% of the total number of 
factories operating in the country 
were opened during the siege. 
Thousands of farms and new 
companies in all sectors have been 
established. 
 
Qatar is pursuing new partnerships 
and investing heavily in overseas 
projects, most prominently in the 
oil and gas industry. What is the 
impetus behind these actions and 
is the current pace of overseas 
investment sustainable in the long 
run?

Qatar is considered one of the 
leading countries in outward 
investments. Its overseas 
investments are spread across 80 
countries. Qatar’s outward foreign 
direct investment significantly 
supports the country’s economic 
diversification strategies and 
provide financial revenues for 

future generations. This investment 
policy relies on adopting 
investment opportunities with 
minimal risk and maximum profit.
There is no doubt that Qatar’s 
economy has successfully managed 
to overcome the siege without 
liquefaction of any of the Qatari 
long-term outward investments. 
Meanwhile, the Qatar Investment 
Authority (QIA) demonstrated that 
the pace of acquisitions continued 
with new assets and projects in 
many countries. 
Indeed, Qatar’s outward 
investments are not limited to the 
QIA’s investments, but there are 
multiple private Qatari companies 
that have invested in several 
countries across a wide range 
of sectors in real estate, hotels, 
hospitality, agriculture, capital 
markets, food security and many 
other sectors. In this regard, the 
Qatar Chamber organised several 

business visits to friendly countries 
to help Qatari investors find new 
investments in these countries. 
The chamber also hosts foreign 
trade delegations to provide 
good opportunities for Qatari 
businessmen to explore investment 
opportunities in these countries. 
This certainly contributes to 
boosting the country’s economy 
and income diversification 
strategies.
I’d like to affirm that the chamber 
is very committed to encouraging 
Qatari businessmen to invest 
abroad and promote foreign 
investors to invest in Qatar. This 
significantly opens up the way 
for establishing Qatari-foreign 
partnerships to implement mega-
projects that add value to the 
national economy and support 
the sustainable development 
strategies and the Qatar National 
Vision 2030.

Qatar issued numerous 

incentives and laws to 

simplify procedures of doing 

business

Private sector plays a key role 

in the economic development

Qatar Chamber strives to 

develop business climate in 

line with QNV 2030
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News

What key measures is the 
government taking to develop the 
private sector and how feasible is 
the goal of creating a knowledge-
based economy to become self-
sufficient?

The Qatar National Vision 2030 
stresses a diversified economy 
that gradually reduces its 
dependence on the hydrocarbons 
industry, enhances the role of the 
private sector and maintains its 
competitiveness. 
To diversify its economy, Qatar 
has taken steps such as investing 
in foreign assets; introducing 
regulations to stimulate economic 
growth; establishing freezones; 
encouraging a knowledge-based 
economy; and promoting itself as 
a tourist destination leading up to 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup. 
In addition, Qatar has paved the 
way for the private sector to play a 
greater role in the national economy 
by adopting government-led 
initiatives to further develop the 
sector and increase its contribution 
to the national economy.
Acting on the directives of H.H. the 
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 

Thani, Prime Minister and Interior 
Minister H.E. Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Nasser bin Khalifa Al Thani 
announced several regulations to 
help promote the private sector’s 
role in the country. 
These included the reduction of 
rental value by 50% for all investors 
in the logistics areas of the Economic 
Zones Corporation in south Qatar 
during 2018 and 2019, as well as 
an increase in the percentage of 
purchasing local products from 
30% to 100% if the local product 
meets Qatari specifications and 
standards, as well as the financial 
facilitation provided by QDB [Qatar 
Development Bank].
The government’s clear support 
for SMEs will help turn Qatar 
from an oil-based economy into a 
knowledge-based one. The world 
over, SMEs are the backbones 
of economies. I strongly believe 
these steps set us on the right 
track and further promote the 
private sector in the sustainable 
economy process. These measures 
will significantly open the door 
for establishing more high–tech 
firms and new knowledge-focused 
businesses.

How do you envision project 
spending beyond the 2022 World 
Cu p ? 

The level of projects will continue 
after the 2022 World Cup, and this is 
a very important issue. It is known 
that more than USD 200 billion will 
be spent in total in preparation for 
the tournament. This figure covers 
not only stadiums but huge and 
costly projects such as roads, a new 
airport and hospitals.
But what will happen after the 
international tournament ends? 
There are more than 150 large-
scale projects to be offered after 
2022 including infrastructure 
projects, roads and construction 
of buildings, hospitals and schools. 
The pace of projects will continue 
as usual. I strongly believe that the 
private sector will play a greater 
role in these projects in partnership 
with the public sector to reach the 
objectives of Qatar National Vision 
2030.

Qatar overcame all challenges 

including siege that aimed 

to curtail its sovereignty and 

hinder its progress

Siege helped speed up 

completion of projects that 

ensure self-sufficiency and 

food security
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QC Discuss Mechanisms to 

improve Business Environment 

in Private Education Sector

During its meeting, the committee 
recommended preparing studies and 

proposals to develop some governmental 
measures that would contribute to 
improving the business environment in the 
education sector. These proposals should 
be presented to the chamber’s board of 
directors in preparation for submitting 
them to the relevant authorities.

The meeting which was attended by HE 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education Dr. Ibrahim bin Saleh 
Al Nuaimi, and Assistant Undersecretary for 
Private Schools Affairs Omar bin Abdulaziz 
Al Nemaa, discussed a number of topics 
related to education, including school fees, 
starting dates for the new school season, 
procedures for renewing educational center 

licenses, the value of bank guarantee for 
schools, and student admission procedures.
The meeting also discussed the mechanisms 
of providing seats in low fee schools, and the 
mechanisms of facilitating the procedures 
of the educational licenses and tackling the 
delay in issuing them, examining the early 
registration and determining the capacity 
of the schools, as well as the coordination 
between the ministry and the private 
schools in organizing the relationship 
between the teacher and the school.

The committee voiced appreciation to 
the work of the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education in removing all obstacles 
facing the private education sector, as well 
as the positive cooperation with the QC 
Education Committee.

The Education Committee of Qatar Chamber (QC) discussed mechanisms 
to improve the business environment in the private education sector in 

Qatar, as well as a number of topics related to the private education sector.
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Committees

QC discuss plans to update members’ database 

QC’s Quarries panel discuss 

competition from illegal companies

The members of the Registration and 
Membership Committee at Qatar Chamber, 

with held a meeting to discuss mechanisms of 
updating the Chamber’s member database.

Qatar Chamber Board Member Khalid bin 
Jabor bin Twar Al Kuwari chaired the 

meeting of the Quarries Committee (emanating 
from Contracting Committee) held at the 
chamber venue to discuss obstacles facing the 
sector and ways of tackling them.

The meeting discussed 
registering non-private sector 

institutions,  classification of the 
Chamber’s sectorial activities as well 
as the questionnaire on members 
satisfaction.

The meeting, presided over by 
Rashid bin Hamad al-Athba, Second 
Vice Chairman of Qatar Chamber 
and Chairman of the Committee.
The Committee affirmed the need 
to coordinate with the Ministry 
of Commerce & Industry to make 
mandatory for all companies to 
update data when check with  the 

ministry to renew the Commercial 
Registration.
Updating data should be in 
accordance with the form prepared 
by QC’s Member Affairs Department, 
the Committee noted.
The Committee also discussed the 
registration of institutions that 
don’t belong to the private sector 
and willing to benefit from the 
Chamber’s services.

It agreed to prepare  a legal form 
that clarifies the rules, regulations 
and conditions for non-private 
sector entities willing to join the 

Chamber and then report the form 
to the Chamber’s board of directors.
The Committee also addressed the 
issue of classifying the Chamber’s 
sectorial activities and unifying 
their names. It agreed to adopt the 
Ministry’s classification in order to 
place the Chamber’s fees in line with 
the Ministry ones. It also agreed 
to form a committee comprising 
the Chamber’s directors to do the 
classification process.
 The meeting also discussed the 
questionnaire being made by the 
Chamber to measure members’ 
satisfaction.  

The meeting touched on the 
role played by the committee in 
enhancing communication with 
all concerned entities to overcome 
all obstacles facing companies and 
look for suitable solutions with 
these institutions.
The Committee’s members said 
that quarries are providing primary 
materials used in constructions of 
roads, bridges, ports, facilities and 

buildings as well as infrastructure 
projects , those that are related to 
the host of the 2022 World Cup and 
many industries.
They noted that quarries represent a 
key pillar of developing all projects, 
affirming that they are of special 
importance for the country’s 
economic, industrial, tourist and 
urban development.
They praised role played by quarries 

companies awarded lands in Um 
Bab through biddings offered by 
the country in providing materials 
required for the local market.
The committee strives to help the 
private sector companies to actively 
contribute in the national economy 
through providing all necessary raw 
materials required for projects of 
the country and the private sector 
as well, they noted.
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The members of the Services Committee at Qatar Chamber, with the participation of 
representatives from several government agencies and ministries, held a meeting 

to discuss plans to develop the business environment in Qatar.

The meeting discussed several 
key issues related to shipping, 

logistics and obstacles with regard 
to establishing a competitive 
and world-class marine transport 
industry in the country. They 
also discussed issues related to 
the suspension of the import of 
bitumen by Hamad Port.

The newly-opened iconic Hamad 
Port has stopped importing 
bitumen since November 22 last 
year citing legal reasons that the 
product comes under special 
category which, according to 
Qatari law, requires to be imported 
through industrial ports or in 
covered containers.

The meeting, presided over by 
Ali bin Abdul Latif Al Misnad, 
member of the Board of Directors 
and Chairman of the Committee, 
discussed plans to reduce shipping 
charges and the ways to facilitate 

the delivery of incoming containers 
to ports.
The meeting was attended by 
representatives from the Ministry 
of Transport and Communications, 
Ministry of Municipality, Qatar 
Ports Management Company 
(Mwani Qatar) and the General 
Directorate of Traffic from the 
Ministry of Interior.

The meeting was also attended by 
representatives from a number of 
shipping and trade companies.
Captain Abdul Aziz Al Yafei, 
Director of Hamad Port, noted the 
port stopped importing bitumen 
due to the ability of industrial 
ports in the State to do so, such 
as the ports of Mesaieed and Ras 
Laffan. He then referred to Law 
No 30 of 2002 on the import of 
carbohydrates, which states that 
it is prohibited to import such 
materials except through industrial 
ports or through closed containers.

The committee agreed to consult 
with the concerned authorities to 
facilitate the procedures for the 
importation of that bitumen. The 
participants also agreed to hold a 
joint meeting with representatives 
of shipping companies and 
International Federation of Freight 
Forwarders Associations (FIATA) to 
discuss the criteria for determining 
the prices of shipping services.
The Committee also addressed 
the issue of not accepting some 
of the companies’ invoices by the 
customs inspectors and imposing 
a fine on companies.

The Committee agreed to discuss 
them at the next meeting, with 
emphasis on the presence of a 
representative of the General 
Customs Authority. Procedures 
for facilitating the delivery of 
containers directly to the port were 
also discussed without reference 
to the industrial inspection area.

QC Services Committee discuss 

shipping charges
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Seminars

Qatar Chamber (QC) has organised a seminar on stimulating private sector to participate in 
projects of labourers’ accomodations. The event was organised in cooperation of Ministry 

of Administrative Development, Labour and Social Affairs and Ministry of Municipality and 
Environment in the presense of officials from Public Works Authority (Ashghal) and Qatar 
General Electricity and Water Corporation (Kahramaa).

The seminar moderated by QC 
Second Vice Chairman, Rashid 

bin Hamad Al Athba and attended 
by QC First Vice Chairman Mohamed 
bin Ahmed bin Twar along with a 
number of board members.

The seminar focused on helping 
private sector companies and 

businesspersons know projects of 
laborer’s accommodations in line 
with the public-private partnership. 
It also aimed to listening to views of 
private sector in this regard.

Sheikh Faleh bin Nasser Al Thani, 
Assistant Undersecretary for Public 
Services Affairs at Ministry of 

Municipality and Environment was 
present. 

Commenting on the seminar, Rashid 
Al Athba said that the Chamber 
is keenly interested to remove all 
obstacles that might hinder the 
development of private sector and 
its real contribution in the economic 
development.QC organizes this 
meeting to help businessmen know 
all procedures and decisions related 
to labourers’ accomodations, he 
noted.

Eng Tareq Al Tamimi, head of 
labourer accommodation strategy 
and projects committee at Ministry 
of Municipality and Environment 

Seminar on stimulating 

private sector to build labour 

accommodation at QC
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reviewed government incentives 
and support for the private sector in 
this sector. 

These incentives he said, include 
providing lands with various areas 
with suitable prices (2qr for sqm), 
providing long-term investment 
contracts as well as providing 
integrated infrastructure.They also 
include providing accommodations 
for female labourers, he noted.

He said that 7 permanent sites for 
labourers in Al Shammal, Al Khor, 
Um Slal, Wukair, Al Rakb and Um 
Ghawilina will accommodate more 
than 240,000 labourers. There are 
four temporary sites in Al Shamal, 
Al Khor, Um Slal and Al Siliya that 
will accommodate 7,5000 labourers 
as well as 10 temporary zone not 
developed on an area of 300,000 
sqm.  

Director of inspection department 
at Ministry of Administrative 
Development, Labour and Social 
Affairs Fahd Salem Al Ghanim 
said that Qatar labour laws make 
mandatory all institutions to provide 
all occupational safety and health 
and suitable accommodations for 
workers.

He highlighted ministerial decision 
no. 18 of 2014 on the requirements 
and standards of labor housing. 
He praised the combined efforts 
exerted by the ministry and other 
governmental bodies including 

Ministry of Municipality and 
Environment and Ministry of 
Interior. 

They cooperated in identifying and 
categorizing all accommodations 
located in farms in preparation 
for evacuating them and 
housing laboruers in suitable 
accommodations, he added.

In his turn, QC First Vice Chairman 
Mohamed bin Twar stressed that 
governmental procedures should be 

for the advantage of private sector 
interests, noting that the objective 
of public-private partnership 
initiatives should be to support the 
private sector role to be real drive of 
the economic development.  

QC Board Member Mohamed 
Mahdi al-Ahbabi eluded the role 
of the committee and its interest 
in identifying private sector’s 
obstacles. He called upon reviewing 
rental rates and providing all services 
in labourers’ accommodations.
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The Qatar International Centre for Conciliation and Arbitration (QICCA) at Qatar 
Chamber and the UK-based Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) 

joined hands to host an seminar at Qatar Chamber headquarter  to highlight the 
ways of avoiding disputes in construction. 

The seminar titled ‘Dispute 
Avoidance in Construction 

Sector in Qatar’ was attended by 
a number of lawyers, arbitrators, 

businessmen and representatives 
of construction companies in 
Qatar. 

On the sidelines of the seminar, 
QICCA and RICS signed MOU to 
enhance co-operation in setting 
up disputes avoidance  service 
(DAS)  in the Center as well as 
working together to promote and 
enforce local and international 
standards, delivering industry 
events and seminars to the public, 
joining hands in organising 
training programs and exchanging 
knowledge and expertise.

The MOU was signed by QICCA 
Board Member for International 
Relations HE Sheikh Thani bin al 
Thani and RICS Regional Director 
Robert Jackson.

QICCA, RICS review 

construction disputes 

avoidance, sign MOU

Seminars
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The seminar discussed 
the multiple benefits 
that dispute avoidance 
services (DAS) will bring 
to the Qatar market, and 
how the process will be 
administered. 

QICCA’s Assistant 
Secretary General 
Ibrahim Shahbik, 
who inaugurated the 
seminar, said that the 
seminar addresses 
mechanisms of disputes 
settlement in construction projects 
which require all parties to exert 
combined efforts to implement 
these projects without any delay.

He noted that the lack of 
coordination among these parties 
could result in disputes and impact 
on the project schedule as well as 
hinder its progress. 

Addressing the seminar, RICS 
Regional Director Robert Jackson 
explained ways and mechanisms 
of avoidance disputes in 
construction projects as the 
fundamental standards that 
impact on construction and real 
estate sectors.

Jackson said that there were $56 
million worth of construction 
disputes in the Middle East last 
year with the length of dispute 
averaging 13.7 months.

He noted that the main reason of 
disputes in this sector posed by 
inefficacy and lack of productivity.

He added that there are seven 
issues have to be taken into account  
regulation and transparency, 
rewiring the contractual framework, 
rethinking the design and 
engineering process, iimproving 
procurement and supply chain 
management, improving on-
site execution, infusion digital 

technology, new 
materials and advanced 
automation and reskill 
the workforce.

RICS believes that the 
industry as a whole 
needs to move towards 
a more collaborative 
delivery model and 
believes that the usage 
of Dispute Avoidance 
Services (DAS) will help 
the market tackle the 
various issues outlined 

previously. Such DAS where 
implemented elsewhere in the 
world have delivered massive 
benefits and had a significant 
positive impact on investor 
confidence in the sector. 

An early intervention strategy 
to avoid and control disputes in 
construction projects before they 
escalate to arbitration or litigation, 
DAS encourages a culture of 
cooperation between parties. 
“Conflict avoidance can be the 
catalyst for change, without initial 
sweeping changes to contracts, 
and can provide a new way forward 
for built environment disputes in 
Qatar,” he said. 
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QC briefs US delegation on 

economic measures taken by 

Qatar to tackle siege

Seminars

Qatar Chamber (QC) has highlighted the economic 
measures taken by Qatar to overcome the siege 

and how it turned it into advantages. to a US student 
delegation from Hopkins University. 

QC in a presentation given 
to a US delegation from 

Hopkins University shed light 
on the procedures adopted by 
the country to face the siege, 
according to a statement issued 
on Sunday 20 January 2019. 
The presentation titled “How 
Qatar invested the siege and 
turned its repercussions into 
gains” was delivered by the 
Research and Studies Department.  
QC briefed on various economic 
measures initiated by Qatar 
including the launch of direct 
shipping lines between Hamad 
Port and number of ports in and 
outside the region, encouraging 
and motivating the local 
industry, supporting the national 
products by obliging ministries 
and government agencies to 

purchase local products by 
100 percent and reformulating 
the food security strategy. 
The presentation highlighted 
the positive gains of the siege 
including the dependence on 
local products in the local market 
from 5 percent before the siege to 
30 percent, the establishment of 
164 agricultural companies in the 
market, and a 22 percent growth 
in the number of new companies. 
It also reviewed the efforts 
of QC during the siege as a 
representative of the private 
sector, and outlined the measures 
taken in co-ordination and co-
operation with the competent 
authorities in the state to face 
the consequences of the siege. 
QC worked with importers of 
food and building materials 

to find new alternatives and 
overcome all the obstacles facing 
companies operating in the sector 
in order to ensure continuity of 
flow of those goods to Qatar. 
Qatar Chamber added that it has 
opened new markets for the Qatari 
products and launched several 
initiatives to support the national 
products by urging the commercial 
complexes to display the national 
products prominently to support 
local products.
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Qatar Chamber First Vice-Chairman Mohamed bin Ahmed bin Twar Al Kuwari 
met with a Mali delegation headed by Sedou Coulibaly , president of CIRA.SA 

and vice president of the patronat of Mali.

The ambassador of the Republic 
Mali  to Qatar, Cheick Ahmed 

Tidiany attended the meeting.
The meeting reviewed investment 
opportunities available in Mali and 
ways of strengthening trade and 
economic cooperation between 
the private sector of both countries.

Addressing the meeting, bin Twar 
said that Qatari businessmen are 
interested in exploring investment 
opportunities available in Africa 
generally and in Mali in particular.
He noted that Qatar and Mali enjoy 
developed relations, affirming that 
the private sector could play a key 
role in deepening these relations.
Bin Twar praised the delegation 
visit to Qatar that sheds the light on 
investment opportunities available 

in Mali which attract Qatari 
businessmen who are interested in 
establishing investment abroad.
Qatar Chamber support the 
Country’s trend towards enhancing 
cooperation with all world 
countries within the framework 
of its economic diversification 
and investment plans abroad, he 
added.
QC Vice Chairman said that Qatar 
is keen on increasing investments 
in Africa, noting that the Chamber 
encourages businessmen to invest 
in Mali and take advantage of these 
opportunities.
Head of the Mali delegation, Sedou 
Coulibaly, briefed the Chamber 
on five investment projects in 
infrastructure, agriculture and 
other sectors. He called on Qatari 

investors to invest in these projects 
that include the development 
of 550km road linking Bamako 
and Senegal capital Dakar with 
investments of € 185million.

The third project is developing 
Bamako corniche which will 
provide 100000 hectare of 
cultivated lands in Niger river, 
while the fifth one is establishing 
agricultural project for vegetables 
and fruit on an area on 300 hectare 
with annual revenue exceed € 75 
million.
 Mali’s ambassador to Qatar HE 
Cheick Ahmed Tidiany said that 
both countries own distinguished 
relations, especially that Qatar 
is very active in Mali in the 
humanitarian aspect.  

Mali woos Qatari investors 
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Delegations

Qatar Chamber First Vice Chairman HE Mohamed bin Ahmed bin Twar attended 
the “Invest In Ethiopia” forum which is organised by the Ethiopian embassy in 

Qatar at Grand Hyatt hotel.

HE ambassador of the Federal 
Democratic Republic 

of Ethiopia to Qatar, Metasebia 
Tadesse Woldegiorgis  attended 
the meeting alongside a 
number of Qatari and Ethiopian 
businessmen. 
The meeting reviewed investment 
opportunities available in Ethiopia 
and ways of strengthening trade 
and economic cooperation 
between the private sector of 
both countries.
Addressing the forum, bin Twar 
said that Qatari businessmen are 
interested in exploring investment 
opportunities available in Africa 
generally and in Ethiopia in 
particular.
He noted that Ethiopia enjoys 
many investment opportunities 
in various sectors, adding that the 
Chamber hosts trade delegations 
from Ethiopia to discuss with 
Qatari businessmen possibility 

of establishing joint projects and 
partnerships.
Twar said that Ethiopia enjoys 
distinguished geographical 
location in the African horn, 
terming it as a gate to many 
neighboring countries such as 
Sudan, Eretria, Kenya and Djibouti.
Cooperation areas are varied and 
time is appropriate to enhance our 
trade exchange, he added.
In turn, the  ambassador of the 
Federal Democratic Republic 
of Ethiopia to Qatar, Metasebia 
Tadesse Woldegiorgis, has 
affirmed that Qatar and Ethiopia 
own good relations in all fields, 
noting that their economic 
relations are developing thanks 
to both sides’ interest to cement 
joint cooperation.
HE extended his thanking to Qatar 
Chamber for its cooperation with 
the Ethiopian side in hosting 
bilateral meetings that help in 

deepening cooperation and 
communication between business 
sectors of both countries.
He noted that a Qatari-Ethiopian 
Business Forum will be held 
next year to further enhance 
cooperation ties.
Delivering a presentation titled 
“Invest in Ethiopia”, he said that his 
country has achieved high rate of 
growth during the past few years 
due to incentives and facilities 
offered by the government such 
as tax exemption.
Ethiopia has a developed 
infrastructure of roads, 
transport means, shipping and 
communication, he said, affirming 
that Ethiopia is a promising 
investment destination.
Qataris are invited to invest 
in various sectors including 
agriculture, manufacturing, 
services, pharmaceuticals and 
building materials.

Ethiopia calls Qataris to 

invest in various sectors 

30

Is
su

e 
N

o.
 7

7 
- F

eb
ru

ar
y 

- 2
01

9



The tourism sector has proved to be a main pillar of the economic 
development in almost all countries in the world as it provides economies 

with direct and indirect incomes.

Tourism is globally known as one 
of the up-to-date industries 

that significantly contributes to 
providing the national income 
with foreign currencies as well 
as combating unemployment 
phenomena and solving economic 
difficulties facing world countries.
Believing in the importance of 
developing this vital sector , the 
State of Qatar launched five years 
ago its National Tourism Sector 
Strategy 2030, which charts the 
tourism sector’s sustainable 
growth in the country. The strategy 
basically focuses on four main 
areas including the development 
of family leisure, business, cultural 
and sports tourism. 
Since the launch of the national 
strategy in 2014, Qatar has received 
about 10 million tourists.
Enormous Potentials

In 2017, Qatar has launched 
the Next Chapter of its National 

Tourism Sector Strategy 2030, 
which charts the next five years 
of the tourism sector’s growth in 
Qatar (2017-2023). 

The Next Chapter aims to attract 
5.6 million visitors to Qatar 
annually by 2023 and achieve a 
72% occupancy rate across all 
hotel establishments, through a 
combination of increasing demand 
and diversifying the country’s 
tourist accommodation offering.
Also by 2023, the strategy aims 
to have increased tourism’s direct 
share of Qatar’s GDP from QAR 19.8 
billion in 2016 to QAR 41.3 billion, 
representing a direct contribution 
to the GDP of 3.8% (compared to 
3.5% in 2016).

Hospitality sector of Qatar has 
made great strides in the past few 
years. It directly contributed QR 
2.61billion to  the national GDP in 
the first half of 2018, while it hit 

QR 6.25 billion in 2017 according 
to data of the Urban Planning & 
Statistics Authority.
Though Qatar’s tourism sector 
has managed to accomplish 
many impressive achievements 
in the national GDP and enhance 
its contribution in economic 
diversification, it is still a 
promising sector that  abounds 
with giant potentials and 
growth opportunities during the 
forthcoming period. 
According to economic experts, 
the total economic impact of 
tourism sector comprised 3.6% 
and 4.1% of the GDP in 2013 and 
2014 respectively. They think 
that tourism sector is one of the 
principle drives of Qatar’s economic 
development and diversification. 
Tourism sector has  the ability to 
face prices fluctuations, increase 
revenues, generate new jobs and 
set up businesses and investments 
in the private sector.

Tourism Sector Major Driver

of Economic Diversification
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National Tourism Council (QNTC)

Qatar Tourism Authority has 
achieved major achievements 
during the past few years. It has 
organised hospitality sector and 
approved the executive regulations 
of Tourism Law. In addition, it 
launched in 2017 the Tourism 
Licensing e-Services system that 
aims to streamline procedures of 
establishing tourist businesses and 
companies. 
To develop the sector, Qatar 
has taken several measures to 
boost tourism in the country. 
These measures  included the 
establishment of the National 
Tourism Council to coordinate, 
consolidate and focus the 
efforts of its key members and 
stakeholders. They also included 
allowing nationals of 88 countries 
to enter Qatar visa-free and free-
of-charge.
The National Tourism Council 
will soon replace Qatar Tourism 
Authority (QTA) as part of Qatar’s 
efforts to restructure the sector.
The National Tourism Council will 
carry out many core functions. It 
will focus on strategic planning, 
attracting investments, developing 
and delivering festivals, regulatory 
affairs, and enhancing the visitor 
experience at every touch point. 
In addition, it will guide the overall 
development of the sector, monitor 
tourism sector performance, and 
ensure cross-sector collaboration 
and focus.
Its marketing role is to promote 

Qatar both regionally and 
internationally as a quality 
destination for both business 
events and leisure travel, including 
cultural, leisure, sports and 
educational tourism.
QNTC’s promotional initiatives 
relating to the business events 
sector include participation in 
major MICE industry exhibitions 
and forums worldwide, as well 
as presentations, workshops, 
familiarization visits and one-
on-one guidance. The QNTC 
also supports the organizers 
of Qatar-based events through 
local, regional and international 
publicity activities.

Qatar Visitors

Qatar has received over 1.48 million 
tourists from around the world 
from January-October 2018. This 
demonstrates that the government 
plans have been successful in 

boosting tourism sector 
and expanding its share in 
the GDP. 
The marine tourism sector 
is an essential part in 
supporting the tourism 
sector in Qatar. In cruise 
tourism, data showed that 
Qatar welcomed more than 
47000 passengers in 2017, 
registering an increase of 
100% compared to 2016. 
The number of tourists 
coming through cruise trips 
to Qatar is expected to rise 

significantly during the current 
season (2018 -2019), which started 
in October 2018.
With Qatar announcing the launch 
of the cruise tourism season 
(2018/2019) in October  as Doha 
Port welcomed the first cruise ship 
of the season, National Tourism 
Council (NTC) said that it expects 
this season to be the busiest since 
the development of the country’s 
maritime tourism sector. It also 
said that it expects 43 cruise ships 
to reach the Doha port this season, 
carrying about 140,000 visitors, an 
increase of roughly 115% over the 
previous season.
The season will also see the 
launch of 10 new cruise ships that 
will visit Doha for the first time, 
including the Queen Mary 2. The 
cruise is more than 345m long and 
can accommodate about 4,000 
passengers, including a crew of 
1,253.

Reports
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The State of Qatar is determined to ensure a success and excellence in its maritime 
transport sector at regional and international level similar to what have been 

accomplished in aviation industry through the national carrier Qatar Airways.

To support the tremendous 
growth of maritime 

transport industry, the Qatar 
Ports Management Company 
“Mwani Qatar” plays key role 
in the development of Qatar’s 
ports and their facilities. By 
substantially developing Hamad 
Port, Doha Port and al-Ruwais 
Port the company is not only 
strongly positioned to develop 
a regional shipping hub in the 
region, but also to play a major 
role in diversifying Qatar’s trade 
partners and enhancing its 
economic growth.

This success is backed by the 
launch of numerous new marine 
routes with many friendly 
countries since the beginning 
of the siege in June 2017 and 
the ambitious strategic vision 
of the Ministry of Transport and 
Communication in light of Qatar 
National Vision 2030.

On different occasions, the 
Ministry have stressed that the 
transport sector would see a 
quantum leap and improved 
performance within the next few 
years. 

As part of its strategic plan 
to develop the sector, the 
Ministry of Transport and 
Communications continued its 
hard work to accomplish all vital 
projects being implemented in 
the country including planning 
cities and developing new roads 
and bridges as well as developing 
the infrastructure of transport 
and communication in general.

This year will mark new 
achievements for Qatar in this 
regard, especially in light with 
the incentives and facilities 

Qatar launches new 
era of maritime 
trade & tourism
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offered by the government in 
order to simplify the finalisation of 
all vital projects and pave the way 
for establishing new projects in the 
future.

There is denying that all 
accomplishments made in 
the transport sector were due 
to combined efforts of many 
concerned bodies that managed to 
achieve world-class milestones in 
land, sea and air transport sectors. 
All such achievements were, in fact, 
based on strategic and sustainable 
plans that ensure and maintain the 
features of Qatar economy drawn 
up by the Amir HH Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani.

Mwani Qatar

Through its management of 
three vital facilities in the country, 
Mwani Qatar plays a key role in 
promoting the country’s economic 
diversification, supporting 
stability of the local markets and 
implementation of the State 
development projects, as well as 
ensuring the smooth handling of 

imports and exports and related 
supplies for both current and 
future planned projects.

As part of its strategic vision, 
Mwani Qatar is working to achieve 
a set of goals that are in line with 
Qatar’s Vision 2030. The main 
objective is to transform Qatar 
into a vibrant regional hub by 
making Qatari ports the preferred 
choice for port users with an 
emphasis on innovation, ensuring 
global operating efficiencies and 
developing high quality customer 
service. 

Mwani strives to apply best 
practices and international 
standards adopted in major 
international ports to stimulate 
trade and support investment and 
economic diversification.

It also contributes positively 
to boosting the national plans 
aiming at intensifying investment 
in infrastructure and modern 
technology and expanding the 
non-oil sector participation in the 
GDP as well as strengthening trade 

exchange with all world countries 
and sustaining competitiveness of 
national products. 

In 2018, the company unveiled 
a new identity that reflected  
its responsibility for greater 
accomplishment and advancement 
for a more promising time to come, 
in accordance with the Qatar 
National Vision 2030.

The launch of Mwani Qatar’s new 
brand identity coincides with 
the new strategic direction and 
plans we have set to increase the 
company’s contribution to the 
national economy.

The company has played a 
major role in contributing to the 
processes of import and export, 
during the siege imposed on Qatar 
by neighbouring countries. It has 
been able to secure a large range 
of the local market needs of goods 
since the imposition of the  siege, 
thus strengthening its status as 
a vital regional trade port in the 
region.

Reports
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QTerminals

As for QTerminals  Company, 
which  is a terminal operating 
company jointly established by 
Mwani Qatar (51% shareholding) 
and Qatar Navigation (Milaha – 
49% shareholding), it is responsible 
for enabling Qatar’s imports and 
exports, its maritime trade flows 
and stimulating economic growth 
locally and regionally.

QTerminals recently reached major 
milestones by handling 2 million 
TEU and 5 million tons of general 
cargo in a record time of less than 
two years. It receives more than 
1700 vessels every year.

Also, the company has received an 
approval to design, develop and 
operate Phase II of Hamad Port. 
The port will witness important 
development in the second phase, 
especially as work for the current 
phase in terms of equipment, 
operation and clearance have been 
completed. 

Maritime Transport Sector

Therefore, the Maritime Transport 
Sector is committed to developing 
and modernizing the sector in line 
with Qatar National Vision 2030.

It seeks to ensure a safe maritime 
navigation that meets all safety 
requirements and obligations, and 
keeping pace with international 
maritime developments through 
creative and effective application of 

international maritime instruments 
and observation of emerging 
trends and latest publications. 

As part of our efforts to achieve 
the strategic objectives of Qatar’s 
National Vision 2030, the Maritime 
Transport Sector maintains a close 
relationship with the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) 
and runs constant reviews of 
national legislation to ensure 
their compliance with relevant 
international legislation in the 
best interests of the State of 
Qatar. Furthermore, the Sector 
continuously strengthens 
coordination and cooperation ties 
with different stakeholders through 
participation in international 
meetings and working groups.

Al-Ruwais port

One of the most important projects 
expected to be accomplished in 
2019 is preparing Al-Khor port 
to handle foodstuff and other 
commodities instead of Al-Ruwais 
port.

Also, Al-Ruwais port project is one 
of the most important projects of 
the maritime sector. The project 
will further increase capacity and 
boost the economic activity in the 
northern part of Qatar as well as 
attract more foreign investments 
and meet needs of the local market. 
This means that Al-Ruwais Port is 
not a domestic port anymore, it is 
now becoming an international 
port similar to Hamad Port.

It substantially helped in meeting 
the increasing needs of the 
domestic market of food and 
fresh produce, among others, in 
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addition to the different projects in 
Al Shamal, being implemented by 
the State. 

The port’s expansion paved the 
way for Al Ruwais Port to become 
an economic zone with integrated 
storage areas and a market for 
the supply of goods – a pillar of 
the macro economy. The project 
included deepening the navigation 
channel to 5m, the establishment 
of marine basins at depth of 7m, 
the creation of six quays at a 
total length of 1,414m to receive 
commercial vessels.  

The target of the project is that 
the port operates according to the 
international standards. 

Marine Tourism

As part of the Ministry of Transport 
and Communication’s efforts 
to develop the country’s ports, 
it recently launched operations 
of dredging and excavation to 
redevelop the Doha Port. The 
project was awarded to  the 
Middle East Dredging Company 
(MEDCO) to dredge the naval 
channel. The port will serve future 
development expanding trade 
needs of Qatar for 2030 as well as 
help in accomplishing the Tourism 

National Strategy 2018-2023. The 
port will serve as a cruise terminal 
in the future, able to accommodate 
the largest cruise ships. There will 
be dredging of approximately 3.5 
million cubic metres of mainly hard 
rock materials.

Maritime Transport 
Key Trade Pillar

In a statement, General Supervisor 
of Maritime Transport Affairs at 
MoTC 

Dr Saleh Fetais Al Marri said that 
the maritime transport sector is 
a fundamental lifeblood for any 
country, noting that this sector has 
proved its strength even during 
the ongoing circumstances.   

He cited that the Maritime 
Transport Affairs has drawn up 
promising plans to develop the 
sector in accordance with world-
class standards. 

The Maritime Transport Affairs 
consists of three administrative 
units including Planning and 
Maritime Transport Licenses 
Department, Marine Systems 
Department and Quality 
Performance of Maritime Transport 
Services Department.

He also said that the Marine 
Transport Planning and Licensing 
Department aims at enforcing the 
provisions of the legislations and 
regulations governing Maritime 
Transport Affairs, developing 
the general planning policy for 
maritime transport processes, 
conducting necessary studies 
to plan the construction and 
development of maritime transport 
networks in coordination with the 
relevant authorities and identifying 
maritime transport service fees.

The second department is 
responsible for registering 
vessels under international 
marine transport agreements, 
issuing certificates thereof, and 
supervising adherence to domestic 
and international laws and 
regulations as well as supervising 
work conditions on board of vessels 
according to applicable laws, in 
coordination with the competent 
authorities and inspecting and 
checking national and foreign 
vessels, in coordination with the 
competent authorities.

The third department which is 
Performance Quality of Maritime 
Transport Services is responsible 
for conducting necessary studies 
for the development of maritime 

Reports
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safety standards, and proposing 
safety rules and requirements 
related to vessels and setting and 
developing technical performance 
standards of maritime transport 
activities and overseeing the 
general performance of licensed 
maritime agencies and companies. 
It also works to ensure compliance 
with general quality standards, 
requirements and controls of 
service performance and exam all 
types of maritime transportations 
to ensure their safety.

He said that the maritime transport 
sector played a key role during 
the siege. It joined hands with 
all competent bodies, formed 
working teams and  held many 
meeting with all stakeholders and 
companies representatives to take 
all appropriate legal and technical 
measures for combing the siege. 

Hamad Port II Phase

CEO of Mwani Qatar Captain 
Abdulla Al Khanji said that all plans 
and designs related to the second 
phase of developing the Hamad 
Port completed.

Al Khanji noted that the expansion 
plan aims to boost the port position 
as a pivotal regional center for 
distributing goods through export 
and re-export, adding that works 
expected to commence in the 
second half of 2019. 

Hamad Port which is the country’s 
maritime gateway to global 
markets has accomplished many 
milestones since its inauguration.  
It has assured the key role it plays 
in the maritime industry and in the 
country’s economy.

In terms of shipping lines, Hamad 
Port was able to build global 
network shipping in a short period 
thanks to the strong confidence 
it gained in the world’s shipping 
and logistics community. The port 
is now connecting more than 40 
ports in three continents with over 
24 shipping services and there 
are plans to expand the shipping 
network to include all continents 
of the world.

The handling of containers grew by 
366%, while goods handling grew 
by 450% and number of vessels 

up to 70% from the imposition of 
siege to August 2018.  

The port’s high capabilities and 
innovative technology, especially 
in the fields of clearance and 
inspection, have played a major 
role in facilitating operations and 
increasing port productivity. This 
has contributed to the acceleration 
of handling operations, thereby 
raising the port’s competitiveness 
in terms of the time consumed in 
stevedoring services.

Currently, Hamad Port has acquired 
30 percent share in the volume of 
trade in the Middle East, while its 
share in the volume of trade in Qatar 
in terms of exports and imports 
has reached 95 percent, which 
makes the port an important port 
of the economy and contributes 
effectively to people’s daily lives.

It also plays a major role in securing 
the needs of local markets and 
projects implemented by the 
state, ensuring access of Qatari 
products to the global markets. 
This enhances global confidence in 
Qatar and its products.
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Reports

According to the chamber’s Research & 
Studies Department and Member Affairs 

Department, , non-oil exports in December 
2018 stood at QR2.1bn, recording a 62% 
increase over the QR1.3bn recorded in the 
same month last year. 

The report showed that 2987 certificates of 
origin were issued last December, including 
275  issued documented while 228 issued 
online. 

They include 2707 general model certificates, 
110 unified certificates for the GCC countries 
(industrial), 148 unified Arab certificates 
of origin and  22 certificates of origin for 
preferences.

Qatar Chamber’s Chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Jassim Al Thani said that the continuing 
development of non-oil exports despite the 
siege demonstrates success of the country’s 

diversification plans aiming at reducing the 
reliance on oil and gas, as well as the increase 
of non-oil sector participation in the national 
GDP.

HE attributed this success to the leadership’s 
wise policy and the Amir’s support to the 
private sector.

The private sector companies, he noted, play 
major role in the economic process and they 
became an important factor in Qatar’s trade 
with world countries.

 Sheikh Khalifa affirmed the contribution of 
local companies in the country’s foreign trade, 
noting that there exports are growing steadily 
month after month.

QC Chairman praised the issuance of Law No. 
(2) of 2019 on supporting the competitiveness 
of national products and combating harmful 

Qatar’s non-oil exports jumped 35.1% to 
reach QR24.4 bn in 2018 compared to 

the QR18.05bn recorded in 2017,according 
to a Qatar Chamber report.

Qatar non-oil exports 

jump 35% to reach 

QR24.4bn in 2018
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practices to them in international 
trade, noting that it came in the 
right time to keep pace with 
local developments within the 
framework of the Country’s plans to 
support local products. 

This law will contribute to the 
development, promotion and 
stimulation of the local industry, he 
said.

The report said 68 countries received 
non-oil exports from Qatar last 
December compared to the 67 listed 
during November. The list includes 
12 Arab countries, including the 
Gulf Cooperation Council countries; 
18 European countries, including 
Turkey; 17 Asian countries except 
Arab countries; 19 African countries 
except Arab countries; and two 
North American countries.

Oman topped the list of importing 
countries in last December with a 
total of QR431.075mn, or 20.29% 
of the total value of non-oil exports 
from Qatar. It was followed by 
Netherlands with QR351.034 
million, or 16.52%, Germany 
(QR255.363mn, or 12.02%), and 
Hong Kong (QR243.467mn, 11.46%).

India imported QR228.53mn worth 
of non-oil products from Qatar, or 
10.76% of the total value.

France, Bangladesh, Indonesia, 
Denmark, Indonesia and China 
came in different values and 
percentages respectively, where the 
10 countries accounted for 88.4% 
of Qatar’s total non-oil exports last 
month.

On the other hand, the group o 
the Group of European countries 
including Turkey topped the blocs 
and economic groups receiving 
Qatari non-oil exports in December 
2018 worth around QR819.939mn; 
followed by the group of Asian 
countries, excluding Arab countries 

imported non-oil products from 
Qatar worth QR729.274mn.

The GCC countries Oman and 
Kuwait came in the third place 
with total exports amounting to 
QR458.246m , followed by the group 
of Arab countries, excluding the GCC 
countries with total value of exports 
amounting to about QR 76.188m 
, followed by North America and  
African countries excluding Arab 
countries, with varying values.

On his part, QC Director-General 
Saleh bin Hamad al-Sharqi said that 
the rapid surge in non-oil exports 
reiterated that business sectors are 
not affected by the siege imposed 
on the country more approximately 
two years.

He noted that this also affirmed 
that commercial relations of the 
private sector have been greatly 
developed and Qatari products are 
of high quality and witnessed large 
demand in 68 global markets.

He expected that exports will see 
further growth especially that 
many industrial projects entered 
production operations.  
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