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Editorial

Khalifa Bin Jassim Bin 
Mohammed Al Thani
Qatar Chamber Chairmam

Qatar budget 2019 catalyse more economic accomplishments

Qatar’s national budget for 2019 confirmed 
the strength of its economy despite an 

ongoing siege imposed on the country by 
neighbouring countries since mid-2017.

The budget forecasts a surplus of  QR 4.3 bn 
in 2019, the first in three years, despite the 
increase in expenses by 1.7% compared to the 
past year.

It focuses on providing the necessary 
allocations for the completion of major projects 
that contribute to the sustainable development 
targets of Qatar National Vision 2030.

It also focuses on the providing support for 
enhancing food security projects, and the 
establishment of infrastructure and facilities 
in free zones, special economic zones, and 
industrial and logistics zones. This certainly will 
have a positive impact on the private sector and 
the economic activity of the country as a whole.

The 2019 budget stresses on completing major 
projects in leading sectors including healthcare, 
education and transportation, along with those 
related to hosting of World Cup in 2022. This 
affirms that the country continues spending 
heavily on these projects in order to be 
completed on schedule, especially those that 
are related to hosting of the 2022 World Cup.

In 2019, new projects valued at QR48bn are 
expected to be awarded in various sectors. 
These projects will boost growth in the country, 
especially in non-oil sectors. Therefore, this will 

underpin the public-private partnership as 
the private sector is qualified and owns great 
potentials and experience to contribute to the 
implementation of these projects. 

The new budget clearly supports plans and 
trends adopted by the country in its march to 
achieve the sustainable development. It also 
emphasized the country’s sound fiscal schemes 
in dealing with fluctuations in oil prices (as oil 
price is assumed at $55 a barrel).  

The year 2018 was a bright year due to Qatar’s 
achievements, successes and excellence in 
various fields. Qatar’s economy continues to 
grow at impressive rate at all sectors, especially 
in non-oil sectors which witnessed great 
development. This progress in mainly due to 
the effective policy of economic  diversification 
pursuant to directives of the Amir HH Sheikh 
Tamin bin Hamad Al Thani. 

This has accordingly led to attracting more 
foreign investors around the world to invest in 
Qatar, especially in light of the pro-investment 
environment and legislations reforms that 
stimulated more investments. Also, industry 
and agriculture sectors have seen great 
development during 2018 alongside with 
significant growth in oil and gas industries that 
remain artery of Qatar’s economy.

The year 2019 is expected to see more economic 
growth, especially in non-oil sectors whose 
contribution in the GDP is increasing year after 
year.
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Article

Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi
Director General

The year 2018 was an 
eventful year in the Qatar 

Chamber. During the past year, 
the Chamber has successfully 
organised and hosted  a number 
of activities and events with 
a view to further promoting 
the Qatari private sector and 
enhancing its contribution in 
the sustainable development 
in line with principals of Qatar’s 
National Vision 2030.
Over the year, the chamber has 
hosted a significant number of 
events, seminars, conferences, 
workshops and exhibitions 
to discuss issues and matters 
of interest to the business 
community. These events 
included workshops on Labor 
laws, ATA Carnet, Qatar Visa 
Centers and future projects 
of economic zones, as well as 
arbitration specialized seminars 
and trainings. 
The chamber focused on 
activating the role of sectorial 
committees as directed by the 
Chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Jassim Al Thani. During the 
year, the Chamber’s sectorial 
committees reviewed private 
sector-related issues and 
obstacles facing each sector 
with concerned authorities 

to find appropriate solutions 
with the aim of easing business 
climate in the country and 
maximizing the private sector 
role in the national economy.
During the past year, the 
Chamber continued its role 
in boosting relationships of 
Qatari businessmen with their 
counterparts from around the 
world. To do this, it hosted about 
95 foreign trade delegations 
compared to 50 delegation in 
2017. These meetings reflected 
a great international interest in 
the investment climate in Qatar 
and high confidence in the 
Qatari economy.
It also hosted 21 meetings 
with a number of heads of 
state, ministers, officials and 
representatives of other 
chambers of commerce 
and foreign institutions and 
organised seven business visits 
for Qatari businessmen to a 
number of friendly countries.
In order to enhance 
cooperation with all parties, 
institutions and chambers 
of commerce, the Chamber 
signed about 9 agreements 
and memorandums of 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g .
During 2018, the Chamber 

organised 12 training courses 
in which more than 320 
individuals from various private 
institutions and ministries 
participated, in order to train 
as many individuals as possible 
and improve their skills in all 
aspects of career development.
It also opened, sponsored and 
held many exhibitions held 
inside and outside the country, 
foremost of them is the “Made 
in Qatar in Oman” expo which 
witnessed large turnout from 
Omani businessmen and ended 
with signing many agreements 
and partnerships between 
companies from both countries. 
The expo managed to promote 
Qatari products and industries 
in Oman’s market and provided 
a significant opportunity 
for businessmen to explore 
investment opportunities in 
industrial sector.
During 2018, the Chamber 
continued its role in addressing 
the siege through all possible 
ways and means, and 
encouraged investors and 
businessmen to direct their 
investments to the industrial 
and food sectors, in addition to 
supporting small and medium 
enterprises.

2018: A Year of Activities and Events
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QC, MADLSA review 

strengthening 

cooperation relations
The Qatar Chamber’s (QC)Chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani met 

with HE Yousef Bin Mohammed Al Othman Fakhro Minister of Administrative 
Development, Labor and Social Affairs (MADLSA) at the chamber’s venue.

News
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The meeting reviewed enhancing cooperation 
between the Chamber and the Ministry, as well 
as the activation of their joint committee and 
holding regular meeting to address all issues 
and obstacles facing the private sector in this 
regard.

The meeting was attended by MADLSA’s 
Assistant Undersecretary for Labor Affairs 
Mohammed Hassan Al Obaidli, Qatar Chamber  
Vice Chairmen Mohammed Bin Ahmed Bin 
Tawar and Rashid Bin Hamad Al-Ethba. 

QC’s Board of Directors Eng Ali bin Abdul Latif 
Al-Misnad, Mohammed bin Ahmed Al-Obaidli, 
Dr Khalid Al-Hajri, Dr Mohammed Jowhar Al-
Mohammed  and Abdulrahman Abdul Jalil 
Abdul Ghani were present at the meeting.

QC’s Director-General Saleh Bin Hamad Al 
Sharqi and Assistant Director-General for 
Government and International Relations Ali Bu 

Sherbak Al Mansouri attended the meeting.

QC’s Chairman expressed  his thanks to the 
Minister for his visit to the Chamber, praising 
his interest to boosting cooperation relations 
between both institutions for the advantage of 
the private sector.

HE Sheikh Khalifa stressed the Chamber’s 
keenness to continue liaison with MADLSA to 
review all private sector-related issues.

In his part, HE Yousef Bin Mohammed Al 
Othman Fakhro Minister of Administrative 
Development, Labor and Social Affairs 
confirmed the ministry’s  keenness on meeting 
with the Chamber and businessmen to know 
their view and opinions.

HE underscored the role of joint committee in 
reviewing and finding solutions for all issues 
presented by businessmen.
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Qatar Chamber Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim al Thani participated in 
the fourth consultative meeting of GCC ministers of commerce and industry 

and chairmen of federations and chambers, held in Kuwait. 

The meeting reviewed ways of increasing 
the public-private partnership, developing 

SMEs and strengthening cooperation between 
GCC ministries of trade and industry. It also 
discussed facilitating custom procedures and 
combating obstacles facing the GCC joint 
market.

The Emir of Kuwait, Sabah al Ahmad al Jaber al 
Sabah, hosted the GCC ministers of commerce 
and industry as well as presidents of the chambers 
of commerce and industry at the Bayan Palace.  
The meeting was held on the sidelines of the 
56th meeting of the GCC Trade and Industrial 
Cooperation Committee held in Kuwait.

News

QC chairman attends

GCC meet in Kuwait
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Qatar’s four new warehousing parks represent the real partnership between 
the country’s public and private sectors, and play a key role in economic 

development, Qatar Chamber chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin Mohamed 
al-Thani said .

On the sidelines of the opening 
ceremony of Qatar’s four new 

warehousing parks, Sheikh Khalifa 
stressed that the warehousing park 
projects developed by four private 
sector companies are built in 
accordance with the international 
specifications and standards.
The facilities were inaugurated 
by HE the Prime Minister and 
Interior Minister Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Nasser bin Khalifa al-Thani in a 
ceremony held at the Bu Fesseela 
Warehousing Park in Umm Salal.
“These zones will support the 
private sector, especially the small 
and medium-sized enterprises 
because they provide storage 
areas with competitive and 
reasonable rates. They will also 
strengthen their competitiveness 
and promote their role in the 
national economy,” Sheikh Khalifa 

noted. 
He added: “The economic growth 
Qatar is witnessing necessitates 
more new storage zones to 
meet the growing demand on 
such facilities. This project will 
contribute to lowering the final 
price of commodities and other 
goods.”
Aside from Bu Fesseela, the other 
Manateq warehousing parks 
are Bu Sulba, Umm Shaharaine 
1, and Umm Shaharaine 2, and 
are supervised by the Technical 
Committee to stimulate private 
sector participation in economic 
development projects.
In 2015, Manateq awarded 
contracts for the project to four 
developers working in the field 
of warehousing and logistics 
services. Manateq awarded 
the warehousing parks to Gulf 

Warehousing Company (GWC) for 
Bu Sulba, Al Asmakh Real Estate 
Development for Bu Fesseela, 
Dohatna Logistics Parks for Umm 
Shaharaine 1, and Barwa Real 
Estate Group for Umm Shaharaine 
2 .
The newly-opened projects 
support Manateq’s vision to 
promote economic diversification 
in investments that add value to 
Qatar and underlines its mission 
to create a world-class business 
environment for local and overseas 
investors and help meet the Qatar 
National Vision 2030. 
The warehousing parks are set to 
become Qatar’s classic example 
of world-class logistic parks that 
reflect our trust in the private 
sector and its commitment to 
provide quality warehousing 
facility.

“Warehousing 

park projects 

promote public 

and private”, 

says Chairman
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 QC celebrates

National Day
Qatar Chamber has organised an array of activities to celebrate the country’s 

National Day in the presence of the Director-General Saleh bin Hamad Al 
Sharqi and all staff.

The building of the chamber  has been 
decorated with Qatar’s flags and slogan of 

this year ceremony.

On that occasion, QC Chairman HE Shekih 
Khalifa bin Jaasim Al Thani expressed his 
congratulations to His Highness the Amir, 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, His Highness 
the Father Amir, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-
Thani, His Highness the Deputy Amir, Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Hamad al-Thani, and the Qatari 
people on the occasion.

The National Day, he said, represents an 
opportunity to unite around the wise leadership 

that has been working for more growth and 
progress of Qatar and has been following the 
same path initiated by the Founder to further 
promote the pride and dignity, complete the 
building of the State of Qatar on a strong, 
civilized and modern basis to uphold the 
principles of truth and justice and support the 
oppressed.

It is also a national opportunity during which 
we reminder Qatar’s achievements at all levels, 
he added.

The QC chairman pointed out that the Qatari 
economy is not affected by the siege.

News

10

Is
su

e 
N

o.
 7

6 
- J

an
ua

ry
r -

 2
01

9



Rather, it has grown at all sectors, especially in the 
non-oil sectors which have significantly developed 
thanks to the diversification plans under the Wise 
Leadership.

Sheikh Khalifa said that the Chamber has attained 
a number of important achievements during 2018 
and has continued its pioneering role to serve and 
protect the private sector, adding it organised more 
than 170 events ranging from conferences, seminars 
and meetings.

Outlining the achievements of the Chamber in 2018, 
he said it held new elections for the QC Board of 

Directors for the sixth session 2018-2023.

The current year witnessed the QC’s accession to the 
World ATA Carnet Council (WATAC) and the Chamber 
joined International Certificate of Origin (CO) 
Accreditation Chain at the International Chamber of 
Commerce.
He noted that the QC also continued its cooperation 
with all ministries and authorities concerned in 
the State to overcome all obstacles facing the 
private sector and solve all the problems facing its 
employees, and organised a number of meetings 
and seminars with these authorities to discuss issues 
and matters of interest to the private sector.
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The chairman of Qatar Chamber (QC), Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim al-Thani, 
described the Qatar National Day (QND) as an important occasion to 

celebrate the country’s achievements at various levels, including all political, 
economic, scientific, cultural, social and legislative fields.

National Day - an important 

event to celebrate Qatar’s 

achievements: Chairman

News
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Speaking to the Qatar 
News Agency (QNA) on 

the occasion of the National 
Day, the QC chairman said 
celebrating the National Day 
on December 18 each year is 
a great national event where 
the Qatari people remember, 
with great pride, the sacrifices 
and glories of Sheikh Jassim 
bin Mohammed bin Thani, 
who founded the State on 
December 18, 1878, when he 
assumed power, to remain 
a memorable and cherished 
date in the hearts of Qataris.
The QC chairman expressed 
his congratulations to His 
Highness the Amir, Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, 
His Highness the Father Amir, 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 
al-Thani, His Highness the 
Deputy Amir, Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Hamad al-Thani, and the 
Qatari people on the occasion.
The National Day, he said, 
represents an opportunity to 
unite around the wise leadership 
that has been working for more 
growth and progress of Qatar and 
has been following the same path 
initiated by the Founder to further 
promote the pride and dignity, 
complete the building of the State 
of Qatar on a strong, civilized 
and modern basis to uphold the 
principles of truth and justice and 
support the oppressed.
The National Day, he said, is 
a day of steadfastness in the 
face of crises with patience and 

endurance. “Just as our ancestors 
stood in the face of conspiracies, 
we stand today in the face of 
the failed siege that tried to 
obstruct our march and affect 
our sovereignty, leaving many 
indications urging us to do more 
work, achievement and sacrifice 
and reject all temptations to 
change our policies and constants 
and accept the challenge and 
success in the test to face risks at a 
difficult stage and a historical and 
thorny colonial period.”
He noted that the National Day 
is an occasion that boosts the 
Qatari people’s loyalty and love 

of this generous nation and 
that rallies them behind 
its leadership to build 
a modern State with its 
people equipped with the 
knowledge of science and a 
strong economy open to the 
world.
It is also a national 
opportunity during which 
the Qatari people express 
their support, solidarity 
with and loyalty to the wise 
leadership in an honest and 
loyal manner.
It recalls the history that 
reminds Qataris of the 
establishment of their 
modern state.
The QC chairman praised 
Qatar’s achievements at all 
levels, guided by its National 
Vision 2030 and its four 
pillars, which undoubtedly 
emanate from the Founder’s 

principles and values.
Qatar has been able to race ahead 
and occupy a prominent place 
among the civilised and quickly 
progressing countries with its 
balanced policies and openness 
to all countries of the world, he 
underscored.
At the political level, the State 
of Qatar, he said, has succeeded 
in consolidating its position in 
international forums, enabling it 
to play an effective and influential 
role through a policy of clarity, 
rationality, accurate evaluation 
and political equilibrium.
In its foreign policy, Qatar has not 
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stopped supporting its brothers 
and advancing the principles 
of peaceful coexistence and 
international peace, and has 
also worked, taking into account 
the interest of the country, on 
the foundations of cooperation 
and mutual respect and non-
interference in the affairs of 
others.
This policy is clear as the country 
dealt wisely with the unjust siege 
that has been imposed on the 
State since a year and a half.
He added that the State has 
succeeded in developing its 
legislative and legal structure by 
issuing and amending laws in line 
with the development witnessed 
at all levels.
Qatar’s national economy has 
greatly developed and attracted 
investors from all over the world 
to invest in the country, especially 
in light of the encouraging 
environment and stability of the 
State’s economy, as well as the 
growth in industry, agriculture 
and technology use, which goes 
hand in hand with the significant 
development in the oil and gas 
industries.

Foreign investments have 
witnessed a great growth due to 
the attention given by the wise 
leadership and the government 
to strengthen economy and find 
new sources of income other than 
oil and gas.
He added that Qatar has prioritised 
the health and education sectors.
Healthcare services have been 
expanded and many specialised 
hospitals and health centres have 
been established in accordance 
with a clear vision aimed at taking 
this sector to the international 
standards.
Private schools and universities 
have expanded and Qatar is at 
the forefront of countries in the 
Middle East in terms of spending 
on the health and education 
sector.
In the social field, the QC chairman 
said, many centres and institutions 
tasked with the rights of children, 
women, the elderly, people with 
disabilities and all segments of 
society have been established, 
adding that steps have also been 
taken to modernise the judicial, 
administrative and security 
systems, telecommunications, 

environment, culture, arts and 
media, which in turn have 
witnessed great openness in 
terms of freedom of expression.
During the siege period, he said, 
Qatar saw the highest sense of 
solidarity, steadfastness and 
cooperation, and invested its 
resources and capabilities to 
overcome the repercussions of 
this siege and thwart its plans 
aimed at undermining the 
independence of Qatar and the 
sovereignty of its decision.
The country’s wise leadership 
dealt with the siege professionally 
and led the country to safety.
The economy is growing steadily 
thanks to the government policies 
taken to reduce the impact of the 
crisis, using its diverse and distinct 
economic capabilities.
The QC chairman pointed out 
that many factors prevented 
the Qatari economy from being 
affected by the siege, including 
the country’s volume of exports, 
especially of gas; diversification of 
the energy sector and advanced 
infrastructure projects, in 
addition to stimulating the local 
industries which have remarkably 

News
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developed during the siege 
period; as well as the unity of the 
people of Qatar and the residents 
behind the wise leadership, along 
with the cooperation of all parties 
and the private sector to provide 
food and building materials 
which prevented any confusion in 
the domestic market; in addition 
to reforms in the legislative 
structure which contributed to 
the creation of more incentives to 
invest, a matter that encouraged 
businessmen to invest in new 
sectors.
Regarding the agricultural and 
industrial sector, he said it has 
achieved great growth within the 
framework of food security policy 
and self-sufficiency.
Qatar’s exports, whether oil or 
non-oil, have not been affected 
by the siege, he said, adding that 

they have witnessed great growth 
and opened up new markets for 
Qatari goods and products.
The World Cup 2022 projects, he 
said, are continuing at the same 
pace and the Hamad Port, which 
has strengthened Qatar’s trade 
with the world, also has been 
inaugurated.
He highlighted that Qatar 
Chamber has played a positive 
role in confronting the siege and 
since its first day, it made all that 
it can to ensure the continued 
flow of goods and products to the 
local market at the same pace as 
before the siege, adding that the 
QC contacted traders and tried to 
find new alternatives to import 
commodities, taking advantage 
of its relations with the chambers 
of commerce in some sisterly and 
friendly countries.

In reply to a question on what is 
required from all to satisfy the right 
of the homeland and contribute 
actively to its building, the QC 
chairman quoted the speech of 
HH the Amir, Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani, at the opening 
of the 47th session of the Shura 
Council last November, when His 
Highness said: “The human being 
remains, the core, focus and target 
of the development plans.
High living standards of citizens 
must be coupled with values, 
cultural evolution and care for 
morality.
Otherwise, a possibility of welfare 
degenerating into a state of 
social corruption based on an 
unproductive and constantly 
resentful culture of consumerism 
and a sense of entitlement that is 
not based on work and efficiency, 
may arise.”

The QC chairman said that 
everyone is required to work 
seriously and respect the 
values of the State of Qatar in 
terms of fairness, transparency 
and achievement and put the 
interest of the country in mind 
by committing to perform 
the work sincerely and in best 
manner, and have sense of duty 
and responsibility towards the 
society and the State in sharing 
the burden.
Sheikh Khalifa said that the 
Chamber has attained a number 
of important achievements 
during 2018 and has continued 
its pioneering role to serve and 
protect the private sector, adding 
it organised more than 170 
events ranging from conferences, 
seminars and meetings.
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News

Qatar Chamber 2018:

 A Year of Achievements,

170 Activities Hosted

Qatar Chamber has clocked a number of achievements and carried out 
a large number of activities and events during 2018.

QC hosted 95 trade delegations, signed 9 MOUs 

Seven business visits were organised to Arab and foreign countries

In 2018, a new Board of Directors 
was elected for the sixth session 

2018-2023.
It also witnessed the QC’s 
accession to the World ATA Carnet 
Council (WATAC) and the Chamber 
joined International Certificate of 
Origin (CO) Accreditation Chain 
at the International Chamber of 
Commerce.
During the past year, the Chamber 

continued its role in addressing 
the siege through all possible 
ways and means, and encouraged 
investors and businessmen to 
direct their investments to the 
industrial and food sectors, in 
addition to supporting small and 
medium enterprises.
It also continued its cooperation 
with all ministries and authorities 
concerned in the State to 

overcome all obstacles facing the 
private sector and solve all the 
problems facing its employees, 
and organised a number of 
meetings and seminars with 
these authorities to discuss issues 
and matters of interest to the 
private sector such as workshops 
on Labor laws and Qatar’s Visa 
Centers.
The QC continued to issue the 
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monthly report that monitors the 
growth of Qatar’s non-oil exports, 
as well as continued efforts to 
tackle the siege imposed on the 
country a year and a half ago, in 
addition to organising ‘Made in 
Qatar’ exhibition in Oman with 
the participation of more than 240 
Qatari companies and factories in 

five industrial sectors during the 
period from 3 to 6 December 2018.
In 2018, the QC organised 170 
economic and commercial 
activities. It hosted 21 meetings 
with a number of heads of 
state, ministers, officials and 
representatives of other chambers 
of commerce and foreign 

institutions. It organised 7 business 
visits for Qatari businessmen to a 
number of friendly countries. It also 
participated in many exhibitions 
held outside the country.
More than 95 trade delegations 
from different countries visited 
the QC this year to discuss 
increasing cooperation between 
Qatari businessmen and their 
counterparts in the various 
countries of the world.
These meetings also reflected 
a great international interest in 
the investment climate in Qatar 
and high confidence in the Qatari 
economy.
The QC’s board members met with 
four presidents, 7  prime ministers 
and ministers, 10 officials, 
representatives of organisations, 
bodies and chambers from the Gulf, 
Arab and other foreign countries 
to discuss mutual cooperation and 
to introduce them to the QC, the 
Qatari business community and 
the private sector.
The Chamber also participated 
in many events held outside the 
country. It organised a business 
visit for 55 Qatari businessmen 
to Kuwait led by the Chairman 
HE Sheikh Khalifa bin jassim Al 
Thani to review with Kuwaiti side 
ways of enhancing economic and 
commercial relations between 
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News

both countries.
Further, the chamber participated 
in a number of Arab, regional and 
international conferences and 
meetings held around the world. 
It took part in Qatar-Belgium 
Business Forum, Qatar-Bulgaria 
Business Forum and Qatar-US 
Economic Forum held on the 
sidelines of the Qatar’s economic 
roadshow in the US.
The QC held 26 conferences, 
symposiums and forums, the most 
prominent of which were the 
Qatari-Turkish Forum, the Social 
Responsibility 2018 and Beyond, 
the Effects of Applying VAT on 
Businesses in Qatar, the Qatar-
Pakistan Business and Investment 
Opportunities Conference, and 
the Third International Arbitration 
Conference and others.
The chamber’s 13 sectorial 
committees continued their role 
to review issues and obstacles 
facing each sector.
In order to enhance cooperation 
with all parties, institutions and 
chambers of commerce, the QC 
signed about 9 agreements and 
memorandums of understanding, 
including an agreement between 
the QC and the International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) 
to renew their partnership in 
the framework of a program to 
promote trade and investment at 
the global level.
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This program was launched by ICC 
in 2012 under the theme of the 
World Trade Agenda.
The QC signed a number of 
agreements and memorandums of 
cooperation with its counterparts 
in the world, including a MoU 
with the chambers of commerce 
of Nepal, Ghana and Bulgaria, 
a cooperation agreement with 
the Mexican Business Council for 
Foreign Trade and Investment and 
Technology (COMCE) and MOU 
with TOGY to issue the Oil & Gas 
Year: Qatar 2019.
Qatar International Center for 
Conciliation and Arbitration 
(QICCA) signed a cooperation 
agreement with the Istanbul 
Arbitration Center (ISTAC) to 
promote awareness of alternative 
ways to resolve trade disputes and 
promote a culture of commercial 
arbitration.
During 2018, the QC organised 
12 training courses in which more 
than 320 individuals from various 
private institutions and ministries 
participated, in order to train as 
many individuals as possible and 
improve their skills in all aspects of 
career development.
During 2018, the chamber 
participated, held and opened 
many exhibitions including  EdEX 
2018, Mushtryat, Made at Home 
expo…etc.
In 2018, Qatar Chamber organised 

the “Made in Qatar” in the Sultanate 
of Oman from 3-6 December.
The four-day expo was held under 
the patronage of HE the Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser bin 
Khalifa al-Thani.
The expo was organised in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry, Qatar 
Development Bank as strategic 
partner and Oman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry.
HE the Minister of Commerce 
and Industry Ali bin Ahmed 
Al Kuwari and the President 
of General Authority for 
Investment Promotion and Export 
Development in Oman Yahia bin 
Saeed Al Jabri inaugurated the 

‘Made in Qatar’ exhibition and 
the accompanying Qatari-Omani 
Business Forum.
Launched at Oman Convention 
and Exhibition Center in Muscat, 
the opening of the exhibition was 
attended by HE Qatar Ambassador 
to Oman Ali bin Fahad Falah Al 
Hajri, First Vice-Chairman of Qatar 
Chamber Mohammed bin Ahmed 
bin Twar Al Kuwari, Chairman of 
Oman Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry Qais bin Mohammed Al 
Yousuf and a number of Qatari and 
Omanis businessmen.
Following the opening of the 
exhibition, HE the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry 
and the Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Sultanate 
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News

of Oman Public Authority for 
Investment Promotion and Export 
Development, along with a number 
of Qatari and Omani businessmen 
toured the exhibition, where they 
were briefed on the participating 
Qatari companies various 
exhibited industries.
QC’s Board Members Eng. Ali 
Abdullatif Al Misnad, Abdulrahman 
Abdul Ghani and Khalid bin Jabor 

bin Twar Al Kuwari visited the expo.
Addressing  the Qatari-Omani 
Business Forum held on the 
sidelines of the expo, the Minister 
of Commerce and Industry Ali bin 
Ahmed Al Kuwari said that the 
organization of the “Made Qatar” 
expo for the second time outside 
Qatar in the Sultanate of Oman is an 
embodiment of mutual interest in 
taking cooperation to the highest 

degree of economic integration 
and investment between the two 
countries.
First vice-chairman of Qatar 
Chamber Mohamed bin Twar Al 
Kuwari said the relations between 
Qatar and Oman are brotherly 
and authentic and has grown and 
developed over the years.
On his part, Deputy Chairman of 
OCCI Dr Salem bin Sulayem Al 
Junaibi said the unique relations 
between Qatar and Oman are 
stable, developed and clearly 
represents the aspirations and 
directives of the leaders of both 
countries.
On the sidelines of the business 
forum, several presentations 
from Qatar Development 
Bank, Manateq, Co-ordinating 
Committee for the Single Window 
System Management, Al Duqm 
Port, Oman Development Bank, 
and Public Establishment for 
Industrial Estates–Madayn were 
held during a session titled 
‘Industry...Strategic Choice’.
Executive Director of Business 
Localization at Qatar Development 
Bank(QDB) Saleh Majid Al Khulaifi 
presented the services the bank 
provides to entrepreneurs and 
investors.
Senior Business Development 
Manager at Manateq Jassim 
Al Emadi presented the most 
important advantages offered by 
the company to investors, both 
infrastructure in the industrial and 
logistics areas.
Representative of the coordinating 
committee for the Single Window 
System Management Ahmed 
Zidan presented the services of 
the Single Window, explaining that 
it resolved many issues that faced 
local and foreign investments in 
the past.
Business Support Director for the 
Omani Port of Duqm Company 
Hashim bin Taher Al Ibrahim 
presented the services provided to 
investors in light industry. The first 
phase of port construction was 
completed in 2012, he explained.
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Head of corporate development 
at Oman Development Bank Eid 
Bin Khair Al Baloushi presented 
the services of the bank given 
to investors especially SMEs in 
Oman and explained that Qatari 
companies in Oman are able to 
benefit from the services.

Head of Marketing at Public 
Establishment for Industrial Estates 
(PEIE) highlighted the importance 
of having an industrial zone that is 
able to serve investors and urged 
Qatari businessmen to benefit 
from the advantages available in 
Oman in the industrial field.
The Qatar Chamber was honored 
by the Social Responsibility 
Committee at Dar Al-Sharq during 
an honoring ceremony held under 
the patronage of Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Saoud al-Thani, governor of 
Qatar Central Bank and chairman 
of the Support Fund.
The honoring was in recognition 
of the QC’s important role in the 
face of the unjust siege.
At its annual meeting, the 
International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC) decided to 
appoint Sheikh Dr Thani bin 
Ali al-Thani as a member and 
representative of the State of Qatar 
at the ICC Arbitration Tribunal for 
three years.
In 2018, Qatar International Center 
for Conciliation and Arbitration 
realised many achievements 
and organised many seminars, 

conferences and training courses, 
recorded 20 arbitration cases 
during 2018 and issued 9 arbitral 
awards and 2 rulings of conciliation 
and mediation during the current 
year.
The Center held the training 
and preparation program for 
arbitrators Professional Certificate 
in cooperation with the Qatar 
University’s Center of Continuing 
Education twice during 2018.
In 2018, the QC released a number 
of publications on the private 
sector and the Qatari business 
community, including the monthly 

magazine Al-Moltaqa, which 
covers all the news, activities 
and events of the Chamber and 
highlights the achievements of 
some local companies.
The Chamber also issued a guide to 
its services, which includes services 
provided to the private sector in 
both Arabic and English, as well 
as a book with comprehensive 
analysis of the country’s non-
oil exports for 2017, a book on 
“Industry a Strategic Option”, and 
brochure on the Chamber, as well 
as the annual report and other 
publications.

QC hold 26 seminars 

and forums to high-

light the private sector 

issues

More than 320 train-

ees took part in 12 

programs during 2018
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News

TOGY and The Qatar Chamber 

to join forces with a strategic 

partnership for the TOGY Qatar 

2019 edition

The Oil & Gas Year (TOGY) and The Qatar Chamber of Commerce and Industry are 
delighted to officially announce that both parties have signed their first-ever strategic 

partnership for the upcoming TOGY Qatar 2019 edition.

A key outcome of the 
agreement will see the TOGY 

Qatar series of books and the 
TOGYiN platform report on Qatar’s 
attractive business environment 
in light of QP’s and the local 
industry’s expansion plans. 
Both sides pledged to make this 
year’s edition a success as it will 
continue to provide a thorough 
and comprehensive overview of 
Qatar’s hydrocarbons and related 
sectors.
In a statement issued by the Qatar 
Chamber, it said that the Chamber 
is honoured to participate with 
TOGY in producing the TOGY 
Qatar 2019 edition, which gathers 
the opinions and views of the oil 
and gas elite in Qatar, as well as 
private-sector leaders.
It  noted that the report will 
promote Qatar as an oil and gas 
hub and attractive investment 
destination worldwide, 
underscoring that the edition will 
have a vast readership of energy 
industry executives, decision 
makers and investors.
It added that the report aims 
to showcase the wealth of 
opportunities available in Qatar by 
featuring its friendly investment 
climate, economic strategies, 
mega-projects and industries.
 On its part, TOGY said: “Against all 
odds, Qatar turned an unfortunate 
series of events into a window of 
opportunity. This is in no small 

part thanks to The Qatar Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry’s 
advocacy efforts on behalf of the 
private sector. As such, we are 
delighted to sign this strategic 
partnership with the institution 
that continues to lead the private 
sector to new heights and is 
playing a crucial part in making 
H.H. the Emir’s 2030 vision a 
reality.”
Amid the region’s diplomatic and 

economic changes, this TOGY 
Qatar edition will showcase 
Qatar’s path to self-sustainability, 
highlighting its most significant 
opportunities and challenges, but 
also shedding light on the recently 
lifted North Field moratorium 
and QP’s ambitious local and 
international expansion plans. 
Last but not least, the investment 
guide will also touch upon H.H. 
the Emir’s 2030 vision.
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Conferences

Qatar Chamber and the Palestine Trade Council (Paltrade) signed yesterday an 
agreement to strengthen Qatar-Palestine private sector co-operation and to promote 

partnerships between companies from both countries. 

The MoU signing was led by Qatar 
Chamber first vice chairman 

Mohamed bin Towar al-Kuwari and 
Paltrade president Arafat Asfour, 
who led a delegation representing 
nine Palestinian companies 
specialising in food and agriculture. 
“Qatar is keen to help Palestine 
by providing finance to social, 
economic, and health projects 
especially in the Gaza strip. 
Qatar has established many 
infrastructure and residential 
projects, as well as many projects 
in agriculture and construction 
that created thousands of job 
opportunities,” said al-Kuwari, 
addressing the meeting, 
which included Palestinian 
ambassador Mounir Ghannam 
and Qatar Chamber board 
member Mohamed al-Obaidli. 
Al-Kuwari said both sides signed 
many MoUs and agreements to 
enhance co-operation in various 
fields. He noted that there is a 
large Palestinian community 
living in Qatar and is contributing 
to the country’s development. 

Asfour said Qatar-Palestine 
annual trade exchange stood 
at $30mn, and expressed hope 
that the meeting would help in 
establishing trade alliances and 
partnerships between Qatari 
and Palestinian companies.  
“Palestinian products are of high 
quality and at reasonable prices. 
The council aims to promote 
these products and deepen co-
operation between Palestinian 
companies and their international 

counterparts,” he added. 
Ghannam, who congratulated 
Qatar’s leadership and the 
people ahead of the National 
Day celebrations on December 
18, thanked Qatar for its 
continuous support for Palestine.  
On the sidelines of the meeting, a 
small expo was held to highlight 
the products of the nine companies 
present. The products included 
dates, olive oil, herbs, and other 
agricultural products.

Qatar Chamber, Paltrade sign

MoU to lift private sector ties
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Conferences

Discussions on blockchain, crypto currencies and Initial coin offering (ICOs) marked 
the third seminar of the partnership between the International Chamber of 

Commerce Qatar (ICC Qatar) and Thomson Reuters that was held at the Qatar Chamber.

The seminar supported by Qatar Chamber was titled “How Can 
Innovation Stimulate Growth in Qatar?”

Samer Mahfouz, who is leading the applied innovation at 
Thomson Reuters for the MENA region, was the seminar’s 
keynote speaker.
In addition to blockchain, cryptocurrencies, and ICOs (initial 
coin offerings) he also discussed regulation versus innovation, 
banks and fintech, innovation in Islamic finance and artificial 
intelligence and its potential.
Mahfouz said that the innovation concept is the application of 
technologies to improve productivity of goods and services.
It aims to achieve four goals; higher productivity, greater output, 
more improved goods, services, and economic growth, he noted. 

Seminar on innovation impact

on growth held by ICC Qatar at the 

Qatar Chamber of Commerce

He also talked about the ‘Fintech’ term, 
which first emerged in 1980 to refer to new 
technology and innovation in the financial 
sector. 
According to Mahfouz, Fintech is the industry 
that consists of companies that create or sell 
financial technology.
Sectors of Fintech companies include 
lending, Crypto, Regtech, personal finance, 
billing, insurance, capital markets, wealth 
management, remittances, mortgage and 
real estate.
He noted that in the first half of 2018 the 
global investment in fintech companies hit $ 
6 billion across 875 deals.
Mahfouz pointed out that Qatar should open 
its banking system to fintechs and standardize 
its regulations to facilitate fintechs setups, 
operation and mobility.
In his focus on blockchain, he said that it is 
changing the future of transaction-based 
industries. 
Last year, global remittances reached $ 600 
billion, of which $ 30 billion (5%) are transfer 
fees, he added.
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DThe Manateq Economic Zones Company “Manateq” said that it would announce its 
future projects  soon including new land plots in Jery Al Samur, Al Wakra, Birkat Al 

Awamer and Aba Saleel in front of investors.

Manateq to offer new 

industrial lands 

This is revealed during a seminar 
hosted by Qatar Chamber in 

the presence of the chamber’s 
vice chairmen Mohamed bin Twar 
and Rashid Al Athba, and the 
chamber’s board member Khalid 
bin jabor Al Kuwari as well we 
number of Qatari businessmen 
and representatives of local 
companies.
Many of Manateq’s officials were 
present at the meeting.
The seminar reviewed Manateq’s 
objectives, vision, milestones and 
future plans.
Adel Wali, Manateq’s director of 
business development, said that 
the seminar aims to communicate 
with local companies and investors 
and present the  incentives 
provided by the company to 
support business and investment 
in the country.
“Manateq’s vision focuses 

on promoting economic 
diversification in investments 
adding value to Qatar, while its 
mission aims to create a world-
class business environment that 
enables domestic and foreign 
investors to deliver value added 
products and services to local, 
regional and international 
markets,” Wali noted.
Manateq selects the areas of its 
projects very carefully so that they 
are close to the port and from 
the vital areas of the country, he 
pointed out.
Wali said that the company 
conducted a very inclusive study 
that shown that there is a need 
to the presence of 27 million m2 
of industry and warehousing 
land in the country, noting that 
the company managed since 
its establishment to provide 23 
million m2, including 11 million 

m2 for warehousing lands and 12 
million m2 for industrial lands.
Manateq aims through providing 
logistic parks to provide storage 
and workshops facilities suitable 
for SMEs in terms of Size, Location 
and Services and to reduce the 
overall “Cost of Goods” due to 
availability of affordable storage 
and consequently reducing 
inflation.
There are 4 logistic parks in Jery Al 
Samur, Al Wakra, Birkat Al Awamer 
and Aba Saleel.
Mesaieed Industrial Zone is 
established on an area of 12 
million sqm. It is located south 
of Doha and next to Hamad Port, 
Um Alhoul Free Zone & Al Wakra 
Logistics Park. It targets sectors of 
concrete, construction materials, 
petrochemicals, plastics, metals, 
machinery, chemical & fertilizers 
and many other industrial clusters. 
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Qatar Chamber holds discussions

with Syrian trade delegation

Delegations

Qatar Chamber (QC) held a meeting with Syrian businessmen delegation, where 
the two sides discussed the fields of energy, real estate development, textile 

industry, agriculture, communications, automobile, meat, poultry and feed trade.

During the meeting, they 
reviewed the areas in which 

Qatari businessmen can cooperate 
with their Syrian counterparts 
who own dozens of companies 
operating outside Syria.
QC First Vice-Chairman Mohamed 
bin Towar Al Kuwari hoped that the 
joint meeting between Qatari and 
Syrian businessmen will further 
promote and strengthen trade and 
investment cooperation between 
the two parties.
He pointed out that there are 
about 2000 Qatari-Syrian joint 
companies operating in the Qatari 
market, noting that there are great 
opportunities for establishing 
more partnerships between Qatari 
and Syrian businessmen inside and 
outside Qatar in various sectors 
such as agriculture, manufacturing, 
food, educational services, tourism 
and others.
He explained that the State of 

Qatar has managed to continue to 
enhance and diversify the resources 
of its economy, adding the Qatari 
economy has become a strong and 
growing economy that depends 
on diversity and openness. Qatar 
witnessed a boom and major 
infrastructure development 
projects are being implemented, 
he said, pointing to other projects 
in light of the preparations for the 

2022 World Cup.
During the meeting, the Syrian 
delegation made a presentation 
in which it outlined that the 
volume of investments of Syrian 
businessmen in the diaspora is 
amounted to $53bn, of which 
$33bn are in productive and 
industrial investments and $20bn 
are in financial investments in 42 
countries.
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Qatar Chamber participates in the Qatari-Argentinian round table organized by the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry in cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in presence 

of HE Minister of Commerce and Industry in the state of Qatar Ali bin Ahmed Al Kuwari and HE 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Worship in the Argentine Republic Jorge Faurie.

Qatar Chamber discussed 
the prospects of 

cooperation with a Brazilian 
delegation dealing with 
plastics, household appliances 
and packaging material. The 
two sides discussed ways of 
launching new partnerships. 

HE the Minister of Commerce 
and Industry pointed out 

that the trade volume between 
the two countries has witnessed 
a growth of 62 percent. He 
expressed hope to benefit from 
the bilateral agreements between 
the two countries to establish joint 
investment projects in many sectors.

For his part, HE Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Worship of Argentine 
Republic praised the remarkable 
development witnessed in the 
trade and investment relations 
between the two countries and the 
efforts exerted by the two sides to 
strengthen bilateral cooperation 
mechanisms. 

First Vice-Chairman of Qatar 
Chamber Mohammed bin Ahmed 
Twar, said that he Qatari business 
sector looks forward to enhancing 
trade and investment cooperation 
with the Argentine side, especially 
in the sectors that distinguish 
Argentina as agriculture, sports, 
industry and others.

First Vice-Chairman of Qatar 
Chamber (QC) Mohammed bin 
Ahmed bin Tawar highlighted 
the opportunities to be explored 
and areas where business 
alliances can be formed.  
Tawar affirmed the chamber’s 

readiness to provide the delegation 
with all the data and information 
needed to establish business in 
Qatar. Brazilian Ambassador to Qatar 
HE Roberto Abdalla said that Brazil 
and Qatar have excellent relations, 
coordination and cooperation in 

all economic fields. He noted that 
such meetings would contribute to 
enhancing partnership between the 
business sectors of the two countries.  
“Qatar is a promising market with 
great opportunities for Brazilian 
plastics companies,” he noted.

QC, Brazilian delegation discuss cooperation

Qatar Argentine reviews boost trade relation
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Delegations

Qatar Chamber’s Board Member Ibtihaj al-Ahmadani received the President of 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union Gabriela Cuevas Barron in the presence of a 

number of leading Qatari women working in public and private sectors.

The meeting reviewed role of 
women in the society and 

ways of helping them to reach 
leading positions in all fields in 
politics, economy, science and 
development.
Gabriela Cuevas Barron said that 
she managed to obtain this leading 
position due to perseverance and 
diligence although her country 
is not a major world country. 
She noted that she faced many 
challenges and obstacles before 
she came to this post.
She praised the experiment of 
Qatari woman as well as Qatari 
legislations that provided her 
all rights and paved the ways to 
innovation and leading posts in all 
fields.
Intihaj al-Ahmadani said that Qatari 
women have excelled in all fields, 
and in the last two decades, noting 
that Qatari women have attained 

leading roles in the transformation 
of the country’s economic, political, 
social, educational, and sports 
sectors. 
This is through the support and 
trust of the country His Highness 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
the Emir of Qatar, following the 
footsteps of His Highness sheikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani the 
father Emir and Her Highness 
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser’s 
advocate roles, she added.
Al-Ahmadani said that Qatari 
women have throughout history 
performed a vital role in society, 
affirming that they had to carry all 
responsibilities during the male 
population’s absence in the pearl 
diving seasons. 
“Today, together with their fellow 
men, they have realized Qatar 
National Vision 2030’s goal of 
building a future that relies on all of 

its society’s capabilities.” she said, 
assuring that Qatar National Vision 
2030 stresses the significance of 
enhancing women’s role in society, 
specifically through participation 
in the economic and political fields.
Today women lead as ministers, 
members of the Advisory Shoura 
council, a board member of Qatar 
Chamber, the Central Municipal 
Council, Qatar Foundation, Hamad 
Medical Corporation, Doha Film 
Institute, entrepreneurial sports 
initiatives, and family businesses, 
she added. 
\
She also noted that in the business 
community, Qatari women 
have invested in all sectors 
economy, affirming that the 
amount of investments of Qatari 
businesswomen is reaching 25 
billion Qatari Riyals in the local 
m a r k e t .

Amir’s support helps Qatari

woman to lead prominent positions ,

al-Ahmadani 
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HE Iraq’s Minister of Trade Mohammed Hashim Abdulmajeed Al A’ani stressed that the 
bilateral relations between Iraq and Qatar will witness further progress, following the return 

of the meetings of the Qatari-Iraqi high committee.

Qatar Chamber signed 
an agreement with 

the Moroccan Chamber 
for Handicrafts in Souss-
Massa region, to organise 
and co-ordinate joint work 
and exchange expertise to 
serve members of both the 
chambers operating in the 
handicraft sector.

During a meeting between Qatar 
Chamber and a delegation of 

Iraqi businessmen, HE the minister 
called on Qatari businessmen and 
investors to identify the investment 
opportunities available in Iraq.
The Iraqi Minister of Trade added 
that the holding of joint meetings 
and activate communication 
between businessmen and 
investors will help in identifying the 

investment opportunities available.
The two sides discussed the 
prospects of economic and trade 
cooperation and investment 
opportunities in the most important 
sectors. They also discussed the 
possibility of establishing a joint 
Iraqi-Qatari company for investment 
and projects in Qatar and Iraq, 
in the presence of a number of 
Iraqi government officials and 

representatives of official bodies 
concerned with investing in Iraq.
Qatar Chamber First Vice-Chairman 
Mohamed bin Ahmed bin Twar 
said that Qatar’s private sector 
representatives consider the 
holding of the meeting of the Qatari-
Iraqi high committee in Doha, as a 
great opportunity to strengthen the 
cooperation relations between the 
two countries in various fields. 

The agreement was signed by QC 
first vice-chairman Mohamed 

bin Ahmed bin Twar and head of the 
Moroccan Chamber for Handicrafts 

QC signs agreement with Moroccan 

Chamber for Handicrafts in Souss-Massa

Establishing a joint Iraqi-Qatari 

company discussed

in Souss-Massa region, Affane Ben 
Bouaida.
The signing took place on the 
sidelines of a meeting held Tuesday 
at the QC’s headquarters to discuss 
the trade relations between the 
private sector in Qatar and Morocco.
In addition, the meeting discussed 
economic and investment co-
operation between both the parties.
Mohamed bin Ahmed bin Twar 
said the handicraft industry is 
an important aspect of national 
economy, especially that of 
the tourism sector, which is 
witnessing a great leap in Qatar. 
He added there is interest 

from the Qatari side to benefit 
from the Moroccan experience 
in the handicraft field. 
He added that the new agreement 
will support and develop the 
handicrafts sector which is currently 
appealing to tourists from around 
the world.
For his part, Affane Ben Bouaida 
said the agreement is a new start 
towards a fruitful co-operation 
between the Chambers in the 
handicraft sector and works on 
defining this important sector and 
the cultural heritage, and discuss 
ways to develop handicraft-related 
professions in both the countries.
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The Qatar Chamber  has discussed prospects of promoting cooperation in different 
investment fields, with a visiting Indonesian trade delegation headed by Head of 

Investment Division at the Indonesian Ministry of Tourism.

Qatar Chamber hosted 
a Greek delegation led 

by the Secretary General 
of Strategic & Private 
Investments at the Ministry of 
Economy and Development 
HE Lois Labrianidis.

During the meeting, which was 
held at the Qatar Chamber 

premises, the two sides discussed 
a number of issues related to 
opportunities for building bilateral 
partnerships between Qatari 
businessmen and representatives 
of 28 Indonesian companies 
specialized in agriculture, 
transportation, mining, education, 
foodstuffs, furniture, real estate, 
building materials, technical 
information and others, QNA 

repor ted
Addressing the event, QC First Vice 
President Mohammed bin Ahmed 
bin Towar said Qatar and Indonesia 
are linked by good relations in all 
fields of cooperation. Indonesia 
is one of Qatar’s most important 
countries in South-East Asia. The 
currently trade volume stands at $ 
342mn last year.
He added that the two sides seek to 
promote their economic and trade 
relations to a wider perspective, in 

the light of the several cooperation 
agreements and memoranda of 
understanding signed by the two 
countries to support bilateral 
relations, including a memorandum 
of understanding between the 
Qatar Chamber and the Indonesian 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, aimed at enhancing 
cooperation between the private 
sector in both countries and 
exchanging information and visits 
between businessmen.

QC vice Chairman HE Mohamed 
bin Ahmed bin Twar received 

the delegation in the chamber’s 
venue. The meeting focused on 
informing the Qatari side on the 
investment opportunities available 
in Greece and inviting Qatari 
businessmen to invest in Greece.
It also discussed prospects of 
enhancing  economic and trade 

cooperation between both 
sides in tourism, energy, food 
processing, communication and 
pharmaceuticals sectors.
Business opportunities and 
investment incentives offered 
by the Greek government are 
also reviewed. On his part, Lois 
Labrianidis said that the Greek 
government is so interested in 
attracting more foreign investments, 

noting that it launched in 2013 the 
“Golden Visa” programme to urge 
investors to invest in real estate 
sector.
He also noted that it also supports 
owners of SMEs.
He invited Qatari businessmen and 
investors to visit his country to learn 
about the investment opportunities 
available in real estate and tourism 
sectors.

Qatar Chamber reviews cooperation opportunities 

with visiting Greek delegation

Qatar Chamber, 

Indonesian

delegation discuss 

promoting cooperation

Delegations
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Qatar Chamber discussed enhancing co-operation at a meeting with a delegation 
from the Turkish province Duzce, headed by Zulkif Dagli, its governor.

The two sides discussed 
investment opportunities 

in the fields of tourism and real 
estate in the Turkish province. 
Zulkif Daglli called on Qatari 
businessmen to invest in Duzce and 
take advantage of the investment 
opportunities there in various 
fields as the government is giving 
foreign investors incentives and 
facilities that will contribute to 
the success and support of the 
investment climate in the province. 
Qatar Chamber first vice-chairman 

Mohamed bin Towar said that 
the past period witnessed 
an increase in the number of 
Turkish companies in the Qatari 
market, which have diversified 
activities including into the areas 
of infrastructure, contracting, 
construction, engineering 
consultancy, trade, electrical 
works, auto parts, food and others. 
During the meeting, Towar 
confirmed the keenness of Qatar 
Chamber to establish economic 
relations with the private sector in 

Turkey, based on mutual interest, 
stressing the willingness of the 
Chamber to support and assist 
Turkish companies wishing to enter 
the Qatari market for the first time. 
The Qatar Chamber first vice-
chairman pointed out that the 
tourism sector is one of the 
important economic sectors for 
Qatar and Turkey, noting that 
bilateral relations in tourism areas 
have seen significant leaps over 
the past years, with the increasing 
number of Qataris visiting Turkey.

Qatar Chamber, Sri Lanka review

co-operation in employment

Qatar Chamber discusses investment opportunities 

with delegation from Turkish province

Qatar Chamber and Sri Lanka’s Ministry of Foreign Employment held a meeting to discuss 
co-operation between the two sides in connection with recruitment opportunities

First vice-chairman Mohamed 
bin Towar al-Kuwari and Sri 

Lankan Foreign Employment 
Secretary Yamuna Perera 
discussed ways to manage the 
challenges and opportunities in 
the field of employment, Qatar 
Chamber said in a statement. 
Al-Kuwari said the Qatari market 
welcomes qualified and trained 
labourers from Sri Lanka, 
and described the Sri Lankan 
community in Qatar as “good and of 

high quality.”
Perera said Sri Lanka is 
interested to qualify and train 
labourers in specialised centres 
that cover industries such as 
construction, services, hospitality, 
health, and other sectors. 
She called on the Chamber to urge 
businessmen in Qatar to recruit 
more labourers in their companies. 
Qatar’s Visa centre in Sri Lanka will 
facilitate recruitment procedures, 
as it operates based on an 

integrated electronic system for the 
implementation of procedures, such 
as medical examination, fingerprint 
and biometrics, and the signing of 
work contracts before labourers 
arrive in Qatar.
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Qatar Chamber (QC) hosted the first meeting of the banking and investment committee 
that aimed at identifying obstacles and challenges facing the investment sector as well as 

mechanisms to enhance the contribution of banks to finance commercial projects on industrial 
lands, in addition to the role of banks in financing small, medium and emerging enterprises.

Members of the Health Committee at Qatar 
Chamber have praised the State’s support 

to national pharmaceutical factories by giving 
importance to such products manufactured in the 
country as part of government procurement.

Nasser Sulaiman Haider Al 
Haidar, QC board member 

and chairman of the committee, 
praised the role of national banks 
in the development process in 
the State of Qatar, explaining that 
the newly formed committee will 
link the private sector and the 
concerned government bodies in 
order to promote the growth of the 

sector to match the status of Qatar 
regionally and globally.

He added that the committee 
will work to overcome obstacles 
facing the implementation of the 
policies and strategic plans set by 
the government, in a balanced 
manner that takes into account the 
interests of all parties.

The meeting reviewed the 
committee’s form and terms of 
re fe re n ce.

The committee’s members also 
agreed to prepare technical 
notes to be submitted to the 
relevant authorities and invite the 
representatives of the concerned 
parties to attend its meetings. 

This comes in order to support 
national products and maintain 

the state’s medical security.
This came in a meeting of the 
Committee, headed by QC Board 
Member Ibtihaj al-Ahmdani, to 
discuss a number of issues related to 
the competence of the committee 
and encourage the private sector 
to make more efforts in the field of 
investments related to the country’s 
health sector.
The members of the Committee 
reiterated the importance of 

supporting pharmaceuticals through 
giving priority to products which are  
manufactured by local factories in 
government purchases.
They also noted that the country’s 
needs of pharmaceuticals should 
be first met from national factories, 
while the rest can be imported from 
outside sources.
Ibtihaj al-Ahmdani said the public 
and private sectors share a desire to 
provide distinguished services to the 
health sector in Qatar. This is done 
to reflect the distinguished position 

the country occupies regionally 
and globally by simplifying 
and facilitating procedures and 
removing obstacles that hamper 
the implementation of state policies 
and strategic plans prepared by the 
Ministry of Public Health .
She stressed the importance of 
joint work between the Ministry of 
Public Health and Qatar Chamber 
to participate in decision-making 
and solve problems and obstacles to 
serve the objectives of Qatar and its 
development plans.

Committees

First Meeting of

Banking and Investment

Committee Held at Qatar Chamber

Health Committee lauds state’s support to 

pharmaceutical factories
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Addressing the seminar, QICCA 
Board Member for International 

Relations HE Dr.  Thani bin Ali 
AlThani said that the accumulated 
experience of personnel who are 
working in projects management 
and monitoring the accuracy of 
executing engineering works 
are a result of the good project 
management until it is completed 
and delivered to the owner.

HE noted that the urban renaissance 
Qatar witnessing to implement 
its ambitious visions and plans for 
providing its citizens a high-standard 
projects and achievement is also a 
result of the sound management of 
projects.
HE said that there are many projects 
are in the final stages such are Doha 
Metro and stadia that will host the 
2022 World Cup, terming them as 
luminous pearls in the march of 
Qatar.

ASTAD’s Contract Specialist Paul 
Mallon said that the purpose of 
contract management is to assure 
delivery of a project within required 
cost, time and quality.

He noted that this process started 
from the commencement of the 
contract to completion of the project, 
affirming that clarity is necessary to 
assign the obligations of the parties: 

client and contractor.

In regard with claims and escalations, 
Mallon said that they occur due 
to many reasons including errors 
in contract documents, different 
site conditions, non-compliance to 
contractual obligations, failure to 
correctly administer the contract and 
seeking compensation for increase 
costs and loss.

The Qatar International Center for Conciliation & Arbitration hold on Tuesday a seminar 
under the theme “Management of Construction Projects and Contracts” in cooperation 

with ASTAD Consultancy and Project Management at the Qatar Chamber’s headquarter.

QICCA discuss means of management 

of construction contracts

Seminars www.qatarchamber.com
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Reports

The monthly report of the Qatar Chamber 
on foreign trade for the private sector, 

prepared by the Department of Research, 
Studies and Management of Member Affairs 
said that 2962 certificates of origin were 
issued during last November, including 2,876 
issued documented while 86 issued online. 
They include 2.701 general model certificates, 
103 unified certificates for the GCC countries 
(industrial) and 1 livestock, 134 unified Arab 
certificates of origin and 23 certificates of 
origin for preferences.

Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi, Director General of 
Qatar Chamber, said that the record increase 
in non-oil exports last November and the 

increase of foreign markets received them 
affirmed that Qatari products are of high 
efficiency and quality.
 It also affirmed the variety of these products 
and increased their competitiveness in world 
markets, he noted. 

The report pointed to the trend of non-oil 
exports to 67 countries during November 2018 
compared to (61) countries during October, 
with (13) Arab countries, including the Gulf 
Cooperation Council countries and (15) 
European countries including Turkey and (20) 
Asian countries except for the Arab countries 
and (13) African countries except for the Arab 
countries and five North and South American 

Qatar’s non-oil exports registered 
strong growth during November 

2018 with the combined value reaching 
at QR2.244 bn, recording an increase of 
13.3 percent year-on-year compared to 
QR1.981 bn recorded in October 2018 
and compared to QR 1.800 billion for the 
corresponding month last year recording 
growth percentage of 24.7%.

Qatar’s non-oil export grows 

by 25 % in November

Qatar’s non-oil export hit qr 2.2 billion in 

November
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countries, as well as Australia.
According to the report, Oman 
topped the list of non-oil 
exporting countries in November 
2018 with a total exports of 
QR525.97 m, representing (23.4 
percent) of the total value of non-
oil exports during the month, 
followed by Netherlands with 
total exports of QR 342.808 m 
(15.3 percent). In third place was 
UK with QR211.863m (9.4 percent) 
and Singapore QR157.597m (7.02 
percent).
China ranked fifth with exports 
amounting to QR143.509m (6.4 
percent) of the total value of non-
oil exports in November 2018. 
Bangladesh, Denmark, Germany, 
India and Turkey came in 
different values and percentages 
respectively, where the first ten 
countries accounted for 86.05 
percent of total non-oil exports in 
the said month.
On the other hand, the Group 
of European countries including 
Turkey topped the blocs and the 
economic groups receiving the 
Qatari non-oil exports during 
November 2018 with total exports 
amounting to about QR882.56m, 
then the group of Asian countries 

excluding Arab countries with 
exports worth about QR 663.96m.
 The GCC countries Oman and 
Kuwait came in the third place 
with total exports amounting to 
QR558.345m , followed by the 
group of Arab countries, excluding 

the GCC countries with total value 
of exports amounting to about QR 
64.717m , followed by the African 
countries excluding Arab countries, 
North America, South American 
countries and Australia with varying 
values.
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QICCA, RICS review construction 

disputes avoidance 

The Qatar International Centre for Conciliation and Arbitration (QICCA) at Qatar 
Chamber and the UK-based Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) have 

joined together to host an industry workshop on 22 November 2018 in Doha, to 
highlight the ways of avoiding disputes in construction and infrastructure projects.

The seminar titled “Driving 
Change and Facilitating 

Collaborative Delivery in 
Qatar” was attended by a 
number of lawyers, arbitrators, 
businessmen and representatives 
of construction and real estate 
companies in Qatar.
QICCA’s board member for 
international relations HE 
Dr Sheikh Thani bin Al Thani 
attended the seminar.
It discussed the multiple benefits 
that Dispute Avoidance Services 
(DAS) will bring to the Qatar 
market, and how the process will 
be administered.
Eng. Abdulla Al Mehshadi, 

certified arbitrator at QICCA, who 
inaugurated the seminar, said that 
in a country that is undergoing 
an unprecedented development 
like Qatar, going into conflicts is 
unavoidable.
These conflicts could have a 
heavy impact on the main three 
elements project managers try to 
have under good control theses 
being; time; cost and quality, he 
noted
Addressing the seminar, 
Robert Jackson, the RICS 
Regional Director said that the 
world witnessed a significant 
development in arbitration of 
construction disputes, noting 

that avoiding the dispute before it 
happens is now a priority in view 
of the great boom in construction 
sector Qatar witnessing.
Jackson noted that there are 7 
challenges facing construction 
sector including risk pricing, 
project delays, lack of confidence 
among investors, adversarial, 
fragmented climate, low 
productivity and efficiency, 
claims culture and breakdown in 
relationships.
He noted that Qatar’s construction 
and real estate industries, whilst 
not unique by any means, are 
known for being somewhat 
disconnected with an adversarial 

Seminars
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contracting climate. This often 
results in ‘risk-pricing’, significant 
legal issues, inefficiencies, project 
delays and cost over-runs, legal 
costs and liabilities. Income 
generating assets therefore do not 
deliver against project financial 
forecasts and the adversarial 
nature stifles innovation and 
value-added solutions from 
the supply chain and clients. 
As claims and confrontation 
develops on projects, all too often 
we see damaged commercial 
relationships and reputations.

RICS believes that the industry as 
a whole needs to move towards a 
more collaborative delivery model 
and believes that the usage of 
Dispute Avoidance Services (DAS) 
will help the market tackle the 
various issues outlined previously. 
The DAS will be presented at 
the workshop. Such DAS where 
implemented elsewhere in the 
world have delivered massive 
benefits and had a significant 
positive impact on investor 
confidence in the sector. 
An early intervention strategy 
to avoid and control disputes in 
construction and infrastructure 
projects before they escalate 
to arbitration or litigation, 
DAS encourages a culture of 
cooperation between parties. 
Conflict Avoidance can be the 
catalyst for change, without initial 
sweeping changes to contracts, 
and can provide a new way 
forward for built environment 
disputes in Qatar. 

As an interactive event, industry 
experts will be encouraged to 
provide market feedback and 
thoughts on Conflict Avoidance, 
which is now becoming the 
accepted and preferred practice 
globally. 
“With the number of mega 
projects currently ongoing in 
Qatar, alternative methods of 
Dispute Resolution and conflict 
avoidance are key to mitigating  

costly delays and escalating 
project costs. A rising number 
of contractual disputes in the 
region has increased the need for 
comprehensive methods of early 
conflict avoidance and alternative 
dispute resolution such as the 
Dispute Avoidance Services 
(DAS).” – Mairead Hughes, RICS 
Country Manager. 

About RICS

RICS promotes and enforces 
the highest professional 
qualifications and standards 
in the development and 
management of land, real estate, 
construction and infrastructure. 

Our name promises the consistent 
delivery of standards – bringing 
confidence to the markets we 
serve. We accredit 180,000 
professionals and any individual 
or firm registered with RICS is 
subject to our quality assurance. 
With offices covering the major 
political and financial centres of 
the world, our market presence 
means we are ideally placed 
to influence policy and embed 
professional standards. We work 
at a cross-governmental level, 
delivering international standards 
that will support a safe and vibrant 
marketplace in land, real estate, 
construction and infrastructure, 
for the benefit of all. www.rics.org

37

www.qatarchamber.com

Is
su

e 
N

o.
 7

6 
- J

an
ua

ry
r -

 2
01

9



Training

The Qatar International Center for Conciliation and Arbitration concluded this year’s second 
edition of the internship program at the University of Qatar, in cooperation with the Center 

for Continuing Education at Qatar University, following the completion of six phases of the 
program over six weeks.

Qatar Chamber in cooperation with the General Authority of Customs held the 15th 
training workshop for customs brokers and representatives, with 58 trainees taking part.

Dr. Thani bin Ali Al Thani, Member 
of the Board of Directors of 

International Relations at the 
Qatar International Center for 
Reconciliation and Arbitration 
and Rajab Al-Ismail, Director of 
the Center for Community Service 
and Continuing Education at the 
University of Qatar, delivered the 
graduation certificates to the 26 
trainees, Came under the title 
“practical trial,” was also during 
the closing ceremony to honor the 

lecturers of the program.
According to a statement issued 
by the Qatar International Center 
for conciliation and arbitration, 
the new version of the program 
of qualification and preparation 
of the arbitrators is scheduled to 
be launched in January  2019. The 
statement added that participation 
in the program will include 
registration of the participants in 
the list of arbitrators in the center. 
In order to refine their expertise 

and prepare them to work on the 
ground. The trainees considered 
that the organisation of a second 
copy of the program within a year is 
an opportunity to allow the largest 
number of trainees to participate 
in the program, especially as 
commercial arbitration is of great 
importance to law or business 
practitioners. They also praised the 
scientific article of the program 
which included all aspects of 
commercial arbitration.

The training programme aimed 
to qualify workers in the 

customs clearance  field and help 
them understand the laws and 
regulations, as well as helping 
them improve their efficiency and 
productivity.
The 75-hour programme reviewed 

training material related to the work 
of customs brokers  and customs-
related laws and legislations.
The programme also focused on 
commerce and customs-related 
terminology among other subjects 
and skills that the profession needs 
to limit traffic at customs outlets.

The first training programme 
was launched in 2015, providing 
training to 716 individuals till the 
moment.
 Qatar Chamber undertook the 
initiative due to the profession’s 
importance to the business 
environment.

Qatar International 

arbitration center 

concludes internship 

program 

Qatar Chamber Holds Customs Training Workshop
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The Qatar International Centre for Conciliation 
and Arbitration (QICCA) at Qatar Chamber 

recently organised a seminar on “Extension of 
Time in Construction Contracts”, in co-operation 
with Astad Engineering Consultancy & Project 
Management.

The seminar discussed the 
extension of time in construction 

contracts where there is a delay that 
is not the Contractor’s fault, and how 
the process is administered.
The one-day event, held at 
Qatar Chamber headquarters, 
was attended by lawyers, senior 
executives and representatives 
of contracting and construction 
c o m p a n i e s .
Claims & Compliance Director at 

Astad Tariq Javaid, who presented 
the seminar,  said that various 
contracts specify requirement for 
the submission of detailed time 
programme that include all details 
and shows orders of works.
Terming the time programme as a road 
map, Javaid  noted that it determines 
the duration during which the 
project will be implemented, as well 
as the relationships between design, 
procurement and construction. 

It specifies also all information and 
elements of the projects, he added.

ICCA’s Assistant Secretary General 
Ibrahim Shahbik said that the 
timeline for any project plays a pivotal 
role in the project management and 
completion of work on time.
“The duration of implementing 
project is one of the most important 
contractual clauses in construction 
contracts.” he said.

QICCA reviews extension of 

time in construction projects

QC reviews food security issues

More than 60 participants 
attended the event including  

leaders and stakeholders from 
government, academic, hospitality 
and food industry community as 
well as food retailers, processors, 
distributors, manufacturers, and 

other food safety professionals.
The conference aimed to review 
the educational and informational 
needs of the entire food industry.
 It also aimed to deliver high-level 
problem solving sessions in order to
elevate your food safety program 
and address emerging food safety 
issues. It
provided a forum for the discussion 
of food safety issues and an 
opportunity for professional growth, 
networking and educational 
enrichment.

It is designed for professionals in the 
fields of public health, agriculture, 
dairy, education, food service and 
others interested in promoting food 
safety. 

It covered areas of the food and 
beverage business platform where 
major players in the hotel and food 
industry, foodservice operators, 
regulators and academia meet 
to exchange ideas and suggest 
solutions, and share best practices 
to achieve total food safety and 
drive consumer confidence globally.
The Food Safety Summit is 
an excellent forum to gain 
knowledge about the latest trends, 
developments and issues in food 
safety.
The Chamber was awarded by the 
Centre  a certificate of appreciation 
for its support for the event.

Qatar Chamber of 
Commerce and 

Industry held “Food Safety 
Summit” in cooperation 
with Act Masters Center.
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