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Editorial

Khalifa Bin Jassim Bin 
Mohammed Al Thani
Qatar Chamber Chairmam

Amir’s speech at UN General Assembly

The speech of His Highness (H.H.) The Amir Sheikh 
Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani at the 73rd session 

of United Nations (UN) General Assembly recently 
held in New York re�ected Qatar’s clear views on 
di�erent regional and international issues.

The speech touched on many serious challenges 
and threats facing not only the Arab world but the 
whole world as well.
In his speech, The Amir HH talked about Qatar’s 
�nancial and political support to the Palestinian 
people  and stressed the country’s tireless e�orts 
being exerted in Yemen and Syria.  HH also talked 
about hacking and cyber security of nations and 
how necessary it was to deal with these issues and 
control their risks internationally. He also proposed 
convening an international conference in Qatar to 
examine ways in which hacking and national cyber 
security can be regulated by international law.

H.H. The Amir a�rmed  Qatar’s positive response 
to all e�orts exerted by fraternal and friendly 
countries to end the siege, noting that after more 
than a year of the illegal blockade imposed on the 
State of Qatar, many facts were revealed about a 
pre-arranged campaign of incitement against it, 
beside the insinuation and fabrications used to 
create the crisis. HH the Amir described the siege 
as a �agrant violation of the international law and 
the basis of relations between nations, and the 
values and norms of our peoples.
It is obvious that the unfair siege imposed on the 
country had failed dismally to undermine the 
sovereignty of Qatar or hurt its economy thanks to 
the wise visionary of the Wise Leadership and the 

unity and cohesion of the Qatari people.
The Amir said in his address: “The period that 
followed the unjust siege has witnessed the 
strengthening of the status of the State of Qatar 
and consolidation of its role as an active partner 
in the regional and international arenas. Qatar’s 
economy continued its growth as a proof of its 
vigor and consistency. The State of Qatar has also 
maintained its advanced  and leading rankings  
vis-a-vis  the countries of the region in global  
indicators,”
All these accomplishments couldn’t be realized 
without Qatar’s ambitious visions and strategic 
plans to develop and diversify its economy in 
line with its National Vision 2030. QNV, which is 
the roadmap of Qatar’s future, basically aims to 
transform Qatar into an advanced society capable 
of achieving sustainable development by 2030. 
This year, the Qatar’s 2nd National Development 
Strategy (NDS2) 2018-2022 was launched. It is part 
of a series of successive development strategies 
that translate the targets of Qatar National Vision 
QNV 2030 and its four pillars.
Within the past few years, Qatar has successfully 
managed to achieve most of its economic plans. 
It had built a robust and resilient economy which 
is one of the  most fast growing economies in 
the world. It also paved the way to the private 
sector to play a key role in the economic process 
and participate in the mega projects being 
implemented in the country.
During realizing this vision, Qatar had managed to 
overcome all challenges and defeat all di�culties 
such as this unfair siege which had failed to 
undermine its dignity or hurt its progress.
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Article

In view of the role played by Qatar Chamber as 
a representative and protector of the private 

sector’s interests, and within the frame of its 
keenness on developing the national industry 
and stimulating businessmen and investors 
to further establish industrial businesses, the 
chamber is organising the seventh edition of “ 
Made in Qatar” exhibition. 
This year edition, which is the second to be held 
outside Qatar, will be organised in the Sultanate 
of Oman. 
Indeed, the State of Qatar and Oman enjoy 
historic and deep-rooted relations and their 
private sectors maintain strong cooperation ties. 
For this reason, the Qatar Chamber is interested 
to hold this edition in Oman with a view to 
further strengthening cooperation relationships 
between traders and manufacturing companies 
of both sides.
The event is expected to gather 200 national 
companies and factories under one umbrella. It 
is the largest platform that promotes national 
products and provides an opportunity for 
exhibitors to display their industries of all kinds.
This year expo aims at sharing Qatar’s industrial 
sector expertise with Omani companies and  
introducing Qatari products to Omani business 
community. The expo will open up new horizons 
for Qatari companies to explore with their Omani 
counterparts the potential for establishing 
new trade alliances and partnerships for the 
advantage of both countries’ industrial sector. It 
o�ers a good opportunity for Qatari �rms to �nd 
new agents for local products to enter into the 
Omani market.

The major objective of the exhibition is to explore 
new external markets and promote Qatari 
industry and locally-manufactured items in local 
and global markets.
The “Made in Qatar” exhibition also seeks to 
encourage using Qatari products, decrease the 
dependence on imports as well as boost the 
national industry and SMEs  and promote the 
private sector’s contribution in the industrial 
projects held in the country.
In fact, the Qatar’s industrial sector has achieved 
impressive progress in the past few year, 
especially in the SMEs sector and manufacturing 
industries. This had served to further develop the 
Qatar’s non-oil exports which recently witnessed 
a rapid growth. In the �rst half of 2018, the total  
value of non-oil exports reached QR 11.5 billion 
compared to QR8.6b in the same period last year. 
In July 2018, the non-oil exports registered an 
increase of 100% compared to the same period 
last year.
The increase in  exports represented a real 
indicator on the development of non-oil 
productive sectors thanks to the facilitation 
provided by the government to the industrial 
sector. The increasing demand on Qatari 
products, which are of high quality and comply 
with all international standards, a�rms the 
increased con�dence on Qatar’s products in the 
international markets.
Needless to say, Qatar Chamber will still a booster 
to the country’s strategy aiming at supporting the 
national industry so as to achieve the anticipated 
economic diversi�cation which is a key pillar of 
the Qatar National Vision 2030.

Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi
Director General

Enhancing National Industry
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Hassad, Qatar’s premier investor in the food sector announced the o�cial launch of 
Mahaseel for Marketing and Agri-Services Company, during a ceremony held at Hassad’s 

headquarters. The Ministry of Municipality and Environment as well as Qatar Chamber 
attended the ceremony.

Mahaseel for Marketing and 
Agri-Services Company will 

provide support to the local farmers, 
by marketing their production, 
as well as provide several other 
agriculture related services, with 
the aim to increase quantity and 
enhance quality of local produce.
During the launch ceremony, 
Chairman of Qatar Chamber HE 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin 
Mohammed Al-Thani said that 
the launch of a local company 
for marketing and agricultural 
services is an important step to 
support the Qatari private sector 
and local farmers, and it will help 
to link farmers to the local market 
and encourage them to increase 
production and improve quality.

His Excellency noted the step taken 
by Hassad which called for by many 
local farmers as it will contribute to 
promoting the local product and 
supporting the country’s plans to 
achieve self-su�ciency in food and 
medicine.
He pointed out that the company 
will work to open the way for 
employers and investors to enter 
all sectors, adding that the private 
sector played a large role after the 
siege, as the pace of production 
accelerated, especially in food and 
agricultural products.
He expressed his pleasure at seeing 
the launch of Mahaseel Company 
in coordination with the Chamber 
because it is in constant contact 
with the farmers and owners 

of the companies specialized 
in agricultural production. HE 
stressed that the establishment 
of the company is one of these 
demands which is in the interest 
of the owners of the farms and in 
promoting the Qatari product and 
increasing its competition for other 
products in Qatar.
Hassad CEO Mohamed bin Badr Al 
Sadah, commented on the occasion, 
“We conducted market analysis, 
and identi�ed a mechanism to 
o�er the required support to the 
private agricultural sector, in order 
to contribute to the country’s self-
su�ciency, and accordingly, we 
established a company specialized 
in marketing and agricultural 
services”.

Official Launch of Mahaseel for 

Marketing and Agri-Services

News
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The Car Agents Committee of Qatar 
Chamber hold its second meeting in 

2018 which was headed by HE Sheikh 
Nawaf  bin Nasser Al Thani

QC chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al 
Thani also attended the meeting.

The meeting discussed the latest developments in 
the sector, and obstacles facing car agencies in the 
country as well as o�ered suitable solutions.
It also reviewed results of previous meetings, 
counterfeit spare parts and commercial fraud.
The committee agreed on the restructuring of the 
Committee and the election of HE Sheikh Nawaf  
bin Nasser Al Thani  as a chairperson and  Bader 
Omar Al Mana as Deputy Chairman.

Restructuring of the Car Agents 

Committee of Qatar Chamber
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The President of Ivory Coast 
Alassane Ouattara has 

invited Qatari businessmen to 
invest in his country and take 
advantage of the favourable 
investment opportunities 
available there.

Addressing a joint business 
meeting organised by Qatar 

Chamber in Doha on Sunday, 
Ouattara said his country o�ers 
business opportunities in the 
�elds of agriculture, industry 
and real estate within a safe 
and encouraging investment 
climate for foreign investors. 
The Ivory Coast President extended 
invitation to the Qatari investors to 
visit his country in the �rst quarter 
of next year to explore investment 
opportunities in various sectors.  
Earlier, Qatar Chamber (QC) 
Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Jassim al Thani addressing the 
gathering said the meeting 
provides a platform for both 
countries’ businessmen to enhance 
cooperation at all economic levels.  
Urging Qatari businessmen to 
explore investment opportunities 

available in Ivory Coast, Sheikh 
Khalifa said, “We know that Ivory 
Coast has huge potentials and 
there are plenty of investment 
opportunities for Qatari 
businessmen especially in food 
security and agriculture sectors.”
 
He said QC greatly welcomes 
establishing business 
partnerships between Qatari 
and Ivorian companies 
“This meeting provides a platform 
for both countries’ businessmen 
to explore ways of enhancing 
cooperation at all economic 
areas and review trade-related 
opportunities, “Sheikh Khalifa said. 
He said, “Qatar has successfully 
overcome the repercussions of the 
unjust siege thanks to the wise 

vision of our leadership and the 
strength of our national economy. 
Qatar’s economy is open and 
welcomes all world investors.” 
Sheikh Khalifa said both countries 
enjoy robust relationship based on 
mutual respect. “This, undoubtedly, 
stimulates us to exert extra e�orts 
to deepen our economic and 
investment cooperation at all levels, 
especially that trade exchange 
between the two countries is 
still below aspirations,” he added. 
Talking about investment 
opportunities in Qatar, Sheikh 
Khalifa said the government 
provides host of incentives to draw 
foreign investments and always 
develop number of legislations and 
laws that protect and enhance these 
businesses.

President of 

Ivory Coast urges 

Qatari investors 

to explore 

investment 

opportunities

News
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Bin Twar was speaking at a business 
meeting with the secretary of 

State in charge of private investment 
Mr. Essis Esmel Emmanuel  and 
chairman of Ivory Coast Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry  Faman 
Tourih at Sheraton Doha in the 
presence of many Ivorian o�cials .
The meeting focused on addressing 
ways of enhancing economic and 
trade relations between Qatar 
and Ivory Coast and possibility of 
establishing business alliances and 
partnerships between Qatari and 
Ivorian businessmen.
Addressing the attendees, bin Twar 
said that both countries enjoy strong 
ties and share  joint desire to deepen 
their relations to higher standards 
especially in economic and trade 
aspects.
He referred to HH the Emir’s visit to 
Ivory Coast last year which placed a 
road map to develop both countries’ 

relations at various �elds especially 
in the economic and investment 
regard.
Bin Twar praised the ongoing visit of 
the President of Ivory Coast Alassane 
Ouattara to Qatar, saying: “This visit 
will push forward both countries’ 
distinguished relations,”
He stressed Qatar Chamber’s 
keenness to bolster cooperation 
with Ivorian federation of chambers, 
noting that it will help deepen 
relations between both countries’ 
businessmen.
Qatar Chamber is prepared to 
provide assistance and information 
to Ivorian businessmen  who are 
willing to explore investment 
opportunities available in Qatar, he 
added.
On his part, the secretary of State 
in charge of private investment Mr. 
Essis Esmel Emmanuel  said that 
both Qatar and Ivory Coast enjoy 

distinct relations. He expressed the 
hope that the economic and trade 
cooperation could grow to higher 
levels.
He said Ivorian economy is open 
and his country o�ers investment 
incentives for foreign investors such 
as free remittance, VAT exemption as 
well as custom and taxes incentives 
for investors extended to 15 years.
Emmanuel noted that his country 
saw signi�cant economic reforms, 
a�rming that it is on the front of 
African countries that witnessed 
rapid economic development.
Only one day is needed to establish 
any business in Ivory Coast, he 
added.
Chairman of Ivorian chambers of 
commerce said that Ivory Coast 
is interested to bring Qatari 
businessmen to invest in his 
country where there are a plenty of 
investment opportunities.

Qatari businessmen keen to 

invest in Ivory Coast: bin Twar

Qatari businessmen are keen to explore available investment opportunities 
available in Ivory Coast in the �elds of agriculture, mining, tourism and real 

estate,  Qatar Chamber (QC)  �rst Vice Chairman Mohammed bin Ahmed bin 
Twar has said.
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Qatar Chamber announced that it has issued the �rst ATA Carnet to 
Sheikh Faisal Bin Qassim Al Thani Museum after the system entered 

into force on 1 August.

Last month, the chamber revealed 
that the system came into 

force and now Qatar is o�cially 
implementing the temporary 
export-import document system 
ATA Carnet in the admission of 
goods to the country, joining 77 
other countries that employ the 
system.

The �rst carnet is issued for the 
Sheikh Faisal Bin Qassim Al Thani 
Museum because it will participate 
in an international fair in Malta 
and France titled  the “Dialogue 
of Cultures” which is organized 
by UNESCO Bureau in Doha, 
Qatar Museum Authority and 
Qatar National Commission for 
Education, Culture and Science.

Qatar Chamber’s director-general 
Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi said 
that the issuance of the �rst ATA 
Carnet comes after one month 
of the o�cial implementation of 
the system in Qatar, noting that 
businessmen and companies are 
interested in issuing the carnet 
to participate in conferences and 
exhibitions that being held outside 
the country.
The system is being implemented 
by Qatar Chamber in cooperation 
with the ICC Qatar and the General 
Authority of Customs.
Al Sharqi said that, as the entity 
concerned with the issuance and 
guaranteeing, Qatar Chamber  
receives applications from 
companies and  institutions willing 

to use the system. He noted that 
business owners and customers 
can apply for ATA Carnet either by 
visiting the chamber’s member 
a�airs department or registering 
online on its website.
He pointed out that the ATA Carnet 
is issued for a �xed fee and is valid 
for a year for commercial samples 
and six months for on-display 
goods and professional equipment.
QC’s director-general added that 
the implementation of the system 
will enhance Qatar’s status as an 
attractive investment destination 
and a global center for trade and 
business, Qatar Chamber said, 
adding that this will stimulate the 
conference and tourism sector and 
support Qatar’s readiness to host 

First ATA Carnet issued 

at Qatar Chamber

News
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the 2022 World Cup.
For its part, the Sheikh Faisal 
Bin Qassim Al Thani Museum 
expressed thanks and 
appreciation to the chamber 
for its e�orts to apply this 
international system in Qatar. This 
will streamline the participation 
of companies and institutions 
in the international conferences 
and fairs held outside Qatar 
as well as facilitate custom 
procedures accompanying the 
import and export processes.
The ATA Carnet Committee 
headed by Sheikha Tamader Al 
Thani, Director of International 
Relations and Chambers’ 
A�airs at Qatar Chamber and 
the International Chamber of 
Commerce Qatar, supervises 
the issuance procedures for 
companies and institutions.

ATA Carnet is system is an 
international customs document 
that allows the temporary import 
of goods for up to a year without 
the obligation to take any fees, 
taxes or customs procedures. 

The system covers all goods, 
provided that they are re-
exported and imported during 
the period approved by the 
customs authorities.
ATA Carnet covers all goods 
such as commercial samples, 
professional equipment, goods 
speci�c for exhibitions, markets 
and entertainment events, 
provided that they are re-
exported and imported during 
the period approved by the 
relevant customs authorities.
The system covers jewellery, 
clothing, watches, leather 
products, di�erent types of 
products, equipment, antiques, 
paintings and other artworks, 
exhibition pavilion requirements, 
broadcast equipment, audio 
and video equipment, 
cinematography and musical 
instruments, clothing, theatre 
objects, seminar and meeting 
equipment, display, repair 
machines, maintenance and 
equipment using surgeons, 
archaeologists, entertainment 
performers, lecturers and 

athletes.
However, the system does not 
cover perishable and disposable 
goods, or those that will be 
subject to processing or repair.
Qatar Chamber has announced 
earlier this year that it is the 
national guarantor of the 
implementation of the system 
in the State of Qatar, as required 
by the international convention 
on the temporary admission of 
goods the presence of a national 
guarantor that guarantees 
customs duties and rights in 
the event of the return of goods 
temporarily entered.
The chamber organised a number 
of introduction workshops on the 
ATA Carnet system to introduce 
the system and how to use it as 
well as the legal sides related to its 
implementation, the advantages 
and guarantees and how to deal 
with it, the mechanism of issuing 
the system, and the electronic 
registration. The workshops also 
touched on customs procedures 
and customs responsibilities and 
rights.
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 Amir announces

 Qatar’s plan to invest

10bn euros in Germany

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani announced 
in the speech  at the opening of The Qatar-Germany Business and 

Investment Forum that the State of Qatar intends to invest 10 billion Euros 
into the German economy in the next �ve years.

Conferences
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The 9th edition of the forum began 
this morning at the Maritim 

Hotel in Berlin, with HE Chancellor 
of Federal Republic of Germany 
Dr Angela Merkel, Mayor of Berlin 
Michael Muller and a large number of 
Qatari and German businessmen as 
well as journalists all in attendance.  
 
The speech of His Highness 
the Amir was as follows: 
In the Name of God, the Most 
Merciful, the Most Compassionate, 
You Excellency Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, Your Excellencies, 
Honorable Audience, 
At the outset, it pleases me to be with 
you at the Qatar - Germany Business 
and Investment Forum. I would like 
to avail myself of this opportunity to 
extend my thanks and appreciation 
to Her Excellency Chancellor 
Angela Merkel for her support and 
keenness to make this Forum a 
success, re�ecting the depth and 
strength of the relations between 
the State of Qatar and the Federal 
Republic of Germany at all levels. 
We treasure the distinct relations 
of cooperation and friendship 
with Germany, which began 
more than 60 years ago, and 
Germany is now a strategic 
partner with the State of Qatar. 
We are aware of the strength of the 
German economy, and Germany’s 
central active role in Europe. We 
respect its developmental work 
in the southern hemisphere, 
and its thoughtful rational role 
on the international arena. 
Organizing this joint Forum comes 
within the framework of our interest 
in consolidating and strengthening 
the partnership between our two 
countries in all political, economic 
and cultural �elds, etc., in order 
to pursue our development 
march which aims to achieving 
Qatar National Vision 2030 goals, 
including economic diversi�cation 
and transformation towards the 
knowledge-based economy. 
 
Honorable Audience,
The relationship between Qatar and 

Germany has been strengthened 
over the past seven years, 
especially in the �eld of trade, 
investment and construction.  
The volume of trade exchange 
between our two countries has 
doubled between 2011 and 2016 
to reach about 2.8 billion Euros, 
mostly in favor of Germany, which 
has become the third largest world 
exporter to Qatar. This volume of 
exchange decreased in 2017 due 
to temporary regional reasons, 
which were imposed on us, leading 
to a short-lived drop in Qatar’s 
imports from various countries. 
Furthermore, German companies 
operating in Qatar play a signi�cant 
role in the development of Qatar’s 
economy. More than 300 companies 
are active in vital sectors such 
as construction, infrastructure 
and consultancy services. 
In addition, Germany is an important 
destination for Qatari investments 
totaling nearly 25 billion Euros.  
These investments include vital 
projects in the automobile, 
information technology and 
banking sectors. It should be 
noted here that air transport 
plays a key role in extending 
the bridges of cooperation and 
bilateral interaction in commercial, 
tourism, investment and cultural 
�elds between our two countries.  
Qatar Airways’ many �ights to 
Germany have contributed to a rise 
in the number of German visitors to 
the State of Qatar, which increased 
with a high rate in 2017.
 
Honorable Audience,
During the period 2000-2014 Qatar’s 
GDP reached unprecedented levels 
of growth worldwide. This growth 
was coupled with macroeconomic 
indicators pertaining to national 
savings, domestic investment, 
current account and public budget, 
which have done us proud.  
Needless to say, these growth 
rates have subsequently dropped 
because of the collapse of oil and 
gas prices. But Qatar’s economy has 
proven its resilience vis-a-vis this 

decline and against the backdrop 
of the di�cult circumstances our 
region is passing through. However, 
Qatar’s GDP per capita is still among 
the highest in the world, if not the 
highest. The World Bank expects 
our economy to grow by 2.8% in 
2018 and by 3% in 2019 and 2020.  
Also the credit rating and 
competitiveness reports released 
by international institutions 
have continued to place Qatar 
at high international rankings.  
Qatar economy’s main driver at 
this stage is the non-oil sector, 
which relies mainly on massive 
investments in infrastructure 
- especially education, health, 
transportation and constructions 
required for hosting the 2022 FIFA 
World Cup - and on achieving 
progress in economic diversi�cation 
as a result of implementing the 
First National Strategy 2011-2016, 
and starting to execute the Second 
Strategy 2018-2022, which will focus 
on increasing the private sector 
investments in these projects by 
providing incentives, enhancing 
capacities, o�ering public-private 
partnership projects and attracting 
direct foreign investments.  
Over the recent years, the State 
has developed and made pivotal 
amendments to a number of 
legislations to achieve this end, 
including the commercial companies 
law, the non-Qatari capital 
investment regulation law, the new 
free zones law, and the procedures 
for the development and expansion 
of industrial areas and logistics zones. 
 
Honorable Audience, 
Development projects in the State of 
Qatar provide great opportunities for 
German companies to increase their 
contribution to the development of 
Qatars economy in other sectors, in 
addition to the infrastructure and 
construction sector, especially in 
education, training and research 
sector as well as in small and medium 
enterprises, as Germany is a pioneer 
in these two �elds. In this context, I 
refer to the constructive cooperation 
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between our scienti�c 
and university institutions.  
We will witness today the signing 
of an agreement to open a German 
university in Qatar under the 
supervision and administration 
of the Technical University of 
Munich, in cooperation with the 
Qatars private sector. I refer also to 
the cultural events witnessed by 
the Qatari-German cultural year 
2017, which culminated in the 
establishment of the Arab Cultural 
House “Al Diwan” in Germany to 
be a center for cultural interaction 
and a bridge of communication 
between our peoples. 
 
It is important to note here that 
I and my people still remember 
with great appreciation and 
respect the moral attitude 
expressed by the Federal 
Republic of Germany in rejecting 
the ongoing illegal measures 
imposed last year on the State of 
Qatar by some of its neighbors. 
From this Forum, we call upon the 
private sector in Germany to explore 
the promising Qatari business 
environment which is teeming with 
plenty of projects in various �elds. 
On the other hand, in expression 
of our con�dence in the strength 
of the German economy and the 
importance of investing in it, I 
declare the intention of the State 
of Qatar to inject investments 
worth 10 billion euros into the 
German economy over the next �ve 
years as another addition to our 
successful investments in Germany. 
In conclusion, I reiterate my thanks to 
you for attending and participating 
in this Forum, and I hope that its 
outcome would result in successful 
investment partnerships in all �elds 
serving our common interests. 
May the peace, mercy and blessings 
of God be upon you. 
Amir meets German Chancellor
HH the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al -Thani met afternoon with 
HE Dr. Angela Merkel, Chancellor 
of the friendly Federal Republic of 
Germany and the accompanying 

delegation, on the sidelines of 
the Qatar Germany Business and 
Investment Forum in Berlin.
During the meeting, HH the Amir and 
HE the German Chancellor reviewed 
ways to boost and consolidate the 
close strategic cooperation between 
the two countries, especially in the 
political, cultural and economic 
�elds.
In this context, HE the German 
Chancellor thanked HH the Amir for 
the con�dence of the State of Qatar 
in the German economy and HH 
the Amir announcement today at 
the opening of the Qatar Germany 
Business and Investment Forum of 
the intention of the State of Qatar to 
invest 10 billion euros over the next 
�ve years in Germany, and opening 
the Qatari market to German 
companies, especially in the �eld of 
construction of facilities.
The two sides also exchanged 
views on the latest regional and 
international developments, 
particularly the humanitarian 
situation in Yemen, Syria, Libya and 
Palestine.
The meeting was attended by 
a number of Their Excellencies 

members of the o�cial delegation 
accompanying HH the Amir.
Amir, Merkel witness formation of 
Qatari-German business council

Two leading Qatari and German 
business organisations have 
signed an agreement to form a 
‘Joint Task Force for Trade and 
Investment’ in the presence of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani and German 
Chancellor Dr Angela Merkel at 
a forum held in Berlin on Friday. 
The task force, composed of 10 
members, �ve each from the 
Qatari Businessmen Association 
and the Association of German 
Chambers of Industry and 
Commerce, was formed after the 
opening session of the Qatar-
Germany Business and Investment 
Forum held at the Maritim Hotel. 
On the Qatari side, the agreement 
was signed by QBA chairman 

HE Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim al-
Thani, while Association of German 
Chambers of Industry and Commerce 
CEO Martin Wansleben represented 
Germany.
After delivering their opening 
speeches, His Highness the Amir 
and Merkel met on the sidelines of 
the forum to discuss various issues, 
particularly measures to further 
strengthen bilateral and economic 
relations, as well as topics in the 
cultural and political �elds.
Merkel welcomes Qatari investments, 
hails economic ties

German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
welcomed the Qatari investments 
announced by His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani at the opening of Qatar- 
Germany Business and Investment 
Forum. The Qatari investments 
amount to 10bn euros and will 
be pumped into the German 
economy during the next �ve years. 
At the opening session of Qatar 
Germany Business and Investment 
Forum, Merkel said Qatar will �nd 
in Germany competent business 
partners in addition to the appropriate 
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economic and regulatory conditions 
adding that there are many 
opportunities for strengthening 
and expanding economic relations 
between the two countries. “We 
must exploit these opportunities, 
especially if we look at the tense 
situation in the Gulf region, which 
negatively a�ects the trade relations 
between the Gulf states,” she said. 
Merkel also a�rmed her country’s 
support for all constructive e�orts 
to settle the Gulf crisis, including the 
e�orts of the State of Kuwait, adding 
that we need a strong security 
structure in the Gulf to depend on, to 
solve con�icts and avoid them in the 
future. The current crisis has revealed 
the importance of a Gulf Co-operation 
Council capable of operating without 
restrictions as security and stability 
are indispensable foundations for 
economic prosperity.
 
She added that Germany is interested 
in deepening economic co-operation 
with Qatar, which is re�ected in the 
great resonance of this forum. The 
German Chancellor said that she 
is delighted that Qatar Germany 
Business and Investment Forum is 

once again taking place in Berlin and 
Qatar demonstrates the importance 
it attaches to co-operation with 
Germany on the economic level.  
“Qatar is geographically small but 
economically Qatar is an important 
country,” Merkel said. She added 
that during her visit to Qatar in 
2010 she managed to visualise 
the growing economy, and during 
her visit to the Museum of Islamic 
Art in Doha, she was able to learn 
about the cultural richness of the 
country. “Since its independence 
in 1971, Qatar has developed into 
one of the richest countries in the 
world, so the economic relations 
between our two countries have 
grown signi�cantly,” she said. 
Merkel pointed out that Germany is 
the most important economic and 
trading partner of Doha after the 
United States and China. She also 
stressed that Qatar is one of the 
most important economic partners 
of Germany in the Gulf region 
with the volume of bilateral trade 
reaching more than 2.5bn euros.  
More than good trade relations, 
she is pleased that Qatar is 
increasingly interested in investing 

in Germany, adding that that this 
interest is not coincidental, as 
Germany is among the most trusted 
investment destinations in the world. 
She pointed out that this is not 
only due to the political stability 
of Germany, but the credit also 
goes to the German companies, 
which have a good reputation in 
the world markets, especially in 
the �eld of heavy industries and 
automobiles. Germany is also a 
leader in environment and medical 
technologies and it has seen a rapid 
growth in the number of companies 
in the �eld of information technology.  
The German Chancellor stressed that 
the economic relations between 
the two countries do not go in 
one direction as Qatar o�ers great 
potential for German companies. 
And this is characterised by German 
companies’ great expertise and 
international experience, which are 
prerequisites for the expansion of 
the infrastructure sector and the 
industrial sector in Qatar, especially 
in the �eld of energy. Qatar is the 
largest source of LNG and plans to 
expand its production potential in 
the coming years.
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Scope to expand investment 

ties with Germany: Minister 

of Economy

Qatar and Germany can build on existing opportunities to bolster trade and 
investment relations, HE the Minister of Economy and Commerce Sheikh Ahmed 

bin Jassim bin Mohamed al-Thani stated at the �rst session of the Qatar-Germany 
Business and Investment Forum in Berlin.

There should be additional e�orts 
to achieve a trade balance 

between the two countries,” he urged 
at the high-pro�le event, according 
to a statement issued by the Ministry 
of Economy and Commerce.  
Dr Ulrich Nussbaum, Germany’s 
Federal Minister of Economic A�airs 
and Energy; Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim 
bin Mohamed al-Thani, chairman 
of Qatar Chamber; HE Sheikh Faisal 
bin Qassim al-Thani, chairman of 
the Qatari Businessmen Association; 
Salman Kaldari, chairman of the 
Single Window, and Khamis Ahmed 
al-Mohannadi, chairman of the 
Private Sector Development and 
Support Committee, participated 
in the session along with a 

number of Qatari and German 
o�cials, businessmen and 
representatives of major companies. 
Sheikh Ahmed touched on 
German-Qatari bilateral trade and 
investment ties, highlighting the 
most recent economic indicators 
and achievements of both countries. 
He noted that Doha and Berlin have 
more than 60 years of commercial 
relations, marked by collaboration 
and partnership agreements in 
the economic, science, education, 
technical training, research and 
development, and new and 
renewable technologies �elds.  
Over 44 years of diplomatic 
relations have positioned Qatar 
as a key partner of Germany in 

the Middle East and North Africa 
region, the minister pointed out. 
Qatar and Germany have signed 
several agreements and memoranda 
of understanding, including those 
on the promotion and protection of 
investments, in the areas of sports, 
health and media, in addition to the 
�elds of archaeology, solar energy, 
cultural, industrial, commercial, 
civil aviation and air transport.  
Both countries have also signed an 
agreement on the establishment 
of a joint committee for trade, 
economic and technical co-
operation, the minister said. 
The committee has so far 
convened for �ve sessions, with 
the �fth taking place in Doha 
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in the last quarter of 2016. 
These ties re�ect positively on the 
Qatari-German bilateral total trade 
exchange, which has been steadily 
increasing year-on-year, reaching 
approximately $12.6bn over the last 
�ve years.
 
Trading partner
 
Qatar is now positioned as 
Germany’s 11th largest trading 
partner, and Germany was 
the third largest destination 
for Qatar’s imports in 2017. 
Qatar’s signi�cant investments 
in Germany represent another 
key reason to expand investment 
relations and extend the long-
term economic and �nancial 
co-operation between Doha 
and Berlin, Sheikh Ahmed said, 
noting that Qatar Investment 
Authority (QIA) has invested about 
$25bn into vital projects in the 
automotive, IT and banking sectors.  
On the other hand, over 304 
German companies are currently 
operating in Qatar, including 45 
companies that are 100%-owned 
by German investors, in addition to 
259 joint Qatari-German companies. 
These �rms are involved in the 
development of railway, road and 
infrastructure projects, as well as the 
service industry, trade, contracting, 
telecommunications and medical 
equipment, among other �elds. 
The minister highlighted that Qatar 
Airways operates around 35 weekly 
�ights to Germany, including 14 
each to Munich and Frankfurt, 
seven to Berlin, and seven weekly 
cargo �ights to Frankfurt. This has 
re�ected positively on bilateral trade 
and tourism, as demonstrated by 
the 25% year-on-year increase in the 
number of German tourists visiting 
Qatar, reaching 45,000 in 2017. 
Touching on the resilience of the 
Qatari economy, Sheikh Ahmed said 
Qatar had weathered the unjust 
blockade imposed on the country 
in 2017, noting that the strong 
recovery in global energy prices, 
thanks to diminishing supply and 

rising global demand, has bolstered 
domestic growth performance. 
Qatar has also managed to establish 
direct commercial lines with a 
number of strategic ports that now 
represent key trading partners. 
Along the same lines, Qatar is 
utilising its world-class facilities and 
hi-tech logistics in activating regional 
agreements with Kuwait, Iraq, Oman, 
Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, Azerbaijan 
and other countries in central Asia. 
Through these agreements, Qatar 
aims to expand its trade activities 
by establishing a sea �eet that 
connects the nation with its major 
trading partners around the world, 
targeting a market comprising 
400mn people in its �rst stage. 
Sheikh Ahmed explained that 
the wise policies adopted by 
the state, which stimulated 
all sectors of the economy to 
achieve increased productivity, 
have re�ected positively on the 
nation’s economic performance. 
Qatar’s economy continued its 
impressive performance during the 
past year, he said, con�rming that 
the country was not particularly 
a�ected by the blockade. 
In 2017, Qatar’s gross domestic 
product (GDP) rose at constant 
prices to $221.6bn, compared to 
$218bn in 2016, – a better than 
expected growth rate of 1.6%. 
Non-oil real GDP grew at a reasonable 
rate of 4.2% in 2017 despite the 
unjust embargo imposed on Qatar, 
Sheikh Ahmed said, adding that 
the non-hydrocarbon sector’s share 
of GDP increased to 51.8% in 2017 
compared with 50.5% in 2016. 
The transfer and readjustment 
of economic activities has also 
breathed life into the manufacturing, 
trade and construction sector, 
which rebounded strongly in 
the second half of 2017. Sheikh 
Ahmed also noted a recovery in 
the wholesale and retail sectors in 
the fourth quarter of 2017, which 
re�ects the resilience of Qatar’s 
economy to volatility, thanks to the 
diversi�cation strategy endorsed in 
recent years.

Foreign trade
 
The opening of the new Hamad 
Port, one of the country’s leading 
integrated infrastructure projects, 
has also played a key role in facilitating 
foreign trade and addressing 
the negative consequences 
of the unjust siege, he noted. 
Quoting the latest report released 
by the World Bank, the minister 
said that Qatar’s real GDP growth is 
expected to increase to 2.8% in 2018, 
the highest among GCC countries.  
Sheikh Ahmed added that the 
annual in�ation rate in the 
consumer price index (CPI), declined 
to 0.5% in 2017 from 2.7% in 2016, 
re�ecting lower rental fees in 
addition to reductions in food prices. 
Qatar’s foreign trade sector 
witnessed remarkable growth last 
year, with trade volume increasing 
by 16% to $103bn in 2017, he said.  
All these positive indicators, 
according to Sheikh Ahmed, 
show that Qatar has overcome 
the challenges arising from 
the blockade by enhancing its 
economic competitiveness and 
cementing its position as an 
attractive investment destination. 
Elaborating on the legislative and 
legal frameworks that Qatar has 
adopted to stimulate investments, 
the minister said a signi�cant number 
of laws and regulations have been 
revised to keep abreast of political 
and economic developments in 
the region, as well as to meet the 
requirements of the Qatar National 
Vision 2030 and to encourage 
domestic and foreign investments. 
For instance, Foreign Investment 
Law No. 13 of 2000, enables foreign 
investors up to 100% ownership 
in numerous economic sectors, he 
said, stressing that a new law will 
streamline investment procedures 
in light of the many promising 
investment opportunities in the 
logistics, food security, education, 
health, tourism and sports sectors. 
Currently, and within the framework 
of the National Development 
Strategy 2017-2022, additional 
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organisational and institutional 
reforms are being undertaken 
to encourage foreign direct 
investments, Sheikh Ahmed said. 
These reforms enable the Ministry of 
Economy and Commerce to play a 
key role in terms of approving foreign 
investment, reviewing Qatar’s 
legislative frameworks to remove 
restrictions on access to priority 
sectors, and revising the legislative 
framework of the current investment 
law to further protect investors’ rights 
in relation to capital movement 
and property expropriation, while 
guaranteeing that foreign and local 
investors are treated equally in 
accordance with the law, he said. 
Sheikh Ahmed added that the 
Ministry will also seek regulations 
and legislation that are consistent 
with international best practices.
 
Investment destination
 
The amendments that the state 
introduced to the Free Zones 
Law represent an important 
step in strengthening Qatar’s 
position as a leading investment 
destination in the region. 
The new law provides many 
advantages and incentives for 
investors. These include allowing 
foreign investors up to 100% 
ownership, eliminating restrictions 
on capital origin, the freedom to 
choose the legal entity of a project, 
exempting capital assets, required 
production material, exports and 
imports of taxes and fees, which will 
in turn streamline the �ow of goods 
and services from and to Qatar. 
The free zones constitute a one-stop 
shop for all licences required by 
investors, who are only required to 
seek the approval of the Free Zone 
Authority.

Young Qatari entrepreneurs 
keen to seek investments in 
Germany: QBA chairman

A younger generation of Qatari 
entrepreneurs and startup owners 
are keen on pouring investments 

in Germany, Qatar Businessmen 
Association (QBA) chairman HE Sheikh 
Faisal bin Qassim al-Thani has said. 
The top QBA o�cial made the 
statement during one of the panel 
discussions of the ‘9th Qatar-
German Business and Investment 
Forum held in Berlin on Thursday. 
“The Qatar Businessmen Association 
wants to build bridges between 
Qatar and Germany’s investors, 
which is something we need to 
deepen,” Sheikh Faisal said during 
the panel, which carried the theme 
‘Qatar-Germany: Growth Indicators 
of a Real Successful Partnership’. 
Sheikh Faisal underlined QBA’s “great 
role” in promoting bilateral relations 
between Qatar and other countries, 
saying the association serves as a link 
to other private sectors worldwide. 
This, he said, o�ers an opportunity 
to create investment and business 
partnerships, as well as trade 
alliances between the two sides, 
“which will positively a�ect the 
performance of the national 
economy and enhance its growth.” 
“We have taken several steps to 
attract quality investments to 
Qatar, and we welcome more 
private German investments in our 
country, either 100% individually 
or in partnership with the 
private sector,” Sheikh Faisal said. 
He said there are currently 
45 companies in Qatar with a 
100% German investment ratio 
and 259 joint Qatari-German 
companies in the development 
of railways, trade, contracting, 
services, communications, 

roads, infrastructure, medical 
equipment, and other �elds. 
Citing Qatar’s “good infrastructure,” 
Sheikh Faisal said the country 
has strengthened the business 
environment and investment 
climate by developing a package 
of economic legislations such as 
the Foreign Investment Regulation 
Law, in addition to amendments 
to the Free Zones Law and easing 
visa requirements to 80 countries. 
He said Qatar is carrying out major 
development projects, in addition 
to projects related to the 2022 
FIFA World Cup, “which provides 
promising investment opportunities 
for foreign investors, especially to 
Germany.” 
 
The QBA chairman said “a large 
segment of Qatari businessmen 
wish to invest in the German market. 
“We look forward to increasing these 
investments at the private sector 
and we wish to see an increase in the 
size of German investments in Qatar, 
especially since German companies 
have a prominent presence in the 
Qatari market for decades,” he said. 
He pointed out that a public-private 
partnership law is currently being 
prepared, which o�ers “tremendous 
opportunities to boost growth.”  
“Recently, projects for public-private 
partnership worth more than 
QR3bn have been launched in the 
health and education sectors, as 
land was allocated by the Ministry 
of Municipality and Environment to 
develop and operate private schools 
and hospitals,” Sheikh Faisal said.
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Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin 
Mohammed Al Thani, Chairman of 
QC, during a meeting with German 
counterparts, said that Qatari and 
German companies are exploring 
investment opportunities available 
in both countries to enable 
businessmen from both sides to 
establish joint ventures either in 
Qatar or in Germany. In this regard, 
there are currently about 200 Qatari-
German companies operating in 
various economic and trade sectors 
in Qatar.

He noted that Germany is one of 
the most important partners for 
Qatar. There are also many German 

companies working in 2022 World 
Cup projects in Qatar.
Commenting on Qatar’s experience 
in the �eld of small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs), and their 
percentage of the national economy, 
Sheikh Khalifa highlighted that 
Qatar is paying great attention to the 
non-oil sectors, in general, and to 
the small and medium enterprises, 
in particular, in accordance with the 
economic diversi�cation policies 
aiming at achieving Qatar National 
Vision 2030. This has contributed 
to the growth of the non-oil 
sectors’ contribution in the gross 
domestic product at current price 
to 67 percent in 2017 compared to 

44 percent only in 2013, thereby 
indicating the private sector’s role 
in economic development driven by 
supportive government initiatives.
The SMEs, despite the great interest 
of the government and its various 
agencies in developing them, 
still have a modest contribution 
of approximately 15 percent in 
the economy, but there is a great 
deal of e�ort being exerted to 
develop them. There are several 
Qatari organisations support small, 
medium and micro enterprises. 
Qatar Chamber, for example, plays 
a major role in this area by helping 
young entrepreneurs start their 
projects in various sectors.

Qatari companies keen to 

form JV with German firms: 

Khalifa bin Jassim

Qatar Chamber (QC), the country’s oldest and largest private industry representative 
body, has expressed its keen interest to enhance trade cooperation with the 

German side through exchanging visits, encouraging alliances between the Qatari and 
German companies, said a top o�cial of QC at the second session of the Qatar and 
Germany Forum for Business and Investment in Berlin, yesterday.

Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to Qatari companies keen to 
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Qatar has become largest GCC 

investor in Germany: Emadi

Qatar’s announcement to invest 10 billion euros in Germany in the next �ve 
years will make the country the largest GCC investor in Germany, Minister 

of Finance HE Ali Sherif al Emadi said. 

The latest investment pledge 
comes on top of 25 billion 

euros Qatar has already invested 
in key German companies 
such as Volkswagen, Siemens, 
Deutsche Bank and others. 
Speaking at a panel discussion 
during the Qatar-German Business 
and Investment Forum in Berlin, 
Emadi said that holding the forum 
for the second time in Berlin 
shows the signi�cance of Germany 
as one of the best investment 
destinations in the world. 
Emadi also took the opportunity 
to highlight Qatar’s solid 
�nancial position despite the 
ongoing blockade imposed 
on the country by some of 

the neighbouring countries. 
The fact that Qatar’s stock market 
has gone up by more than 15 
percent since the start of this 
year shows the con�dence of 
investors in the Qatari market. 
Besides being the best performing 
stock market in the GCC region, 
Emadi said the foreign reserves 
of Qatar has also increased 
substantially in the past six month.  
“We are still one of the fastest growing 
economies in the region,” he said. 
Minister of Economy and 
Commerce HE Sheikh Ahmed bin 
Jassim bin Mohammed al Thani also 
took the occasion to invite German 
investors to Qatar as the country is 
strategically located to serve 400 

million customers in the region. 
“It is not only about Qatar. If you 
are located in Qatar, you can access 
a vast market in the region. We 
have launched several projects 
in the country to make it easier 
for investors to set up shops 
in Qatar,” Sheikh Ahmed said. 
Qatar Investment Authority (QIA) 
Chairman Abdullah bin Mohamed 
bin Saoud al Thani, who also 
participated in the panel discussion, 
said that Qatar’s investment in 
Germany was doing extremely well. 
He said that Qatar’s pledge to 
invest 10 billion euros in Germany 
over the next �ve years would 
give him more leverage to expand 
investments in the country. 

Conferences
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He said the QIA would focus its 
future investment in Germany 
on opportunities in the �nancial 
sector and developments in 
information technology, arti�cial 
intelligence and healthcare. 
Taking part in the panel discussion, 
Qatar Financial Centre (QFC) CEO 
Yousuf al Jaida sought Germany’s 
expertise in developing the small 
and medium enterprises in Qatar. 
He said Qatar was o�ering 
incentives to foreign companies as 
it tried to triple the current level of 
foreign investment in the country.  
Deutsche Bank Chief Executive 
Christian Sewing, who also took 
part in the discussion, underscored 
close ties with Qatar which holds a 
6.1 percent in the bank.

Qatar-Germany business 
partnerships continue to 
�ourish: QFC Authority CEO

Qatar and Germany have a 
far-reaching relationship that 
provides a great foundation 
for future growth, said Qatar 
Financial Centre (QFC) Authority 
CEO Yousuf Mohamed al Jaida. 
“Qatari businesses partnerships 
with German counterparts have 
continued to �ourish over the 
years, with 112 joint Qatar-German 
businesses with a capital of $339 

million being established over the 
years. These are but a few examples 
of the longstanding, dynamic 
economic relationship that exists 
between Doha and Berlin,” he said. 
“The QFC’s mandate of attracting 
increasing foreign direct 
investment is a natural starting 
point for further cooperation with 
German �rms looking to gain 
entry into the growing Qatari 
economy. The QFC platform is 
already home to a number of key 
German �rms such as Deutsche 
Bank and Rodl and Partner Middle 
East and we look forward to 
welcoming more in the future.” 
Jaida was addressing the Qatar-
German Business and Investment 
Forum in Berlin on Thursday. 
Keynote speakers for this year’s 
edition include the Amir HH 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al 
Thani, German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel and Governing 
Mayor of Berlin Michael Mueller. 
The forum is organised annually 
by the Qatari Businessmen 
Association (QBA) in cooperation 
with a variety of major economic 
capitals around the world. Previous 
editions have been held in Paris 
and New York, among other cities. 
This year’s edition focused on the 
�nancial sector and economic 
security, investing in Germany, 

industrial development as a key 
to diversi�cation in Doha and 
Berlin, as well as the intersection of 
education, tourism, and sports on 
the road to the 2022 FIFA World Cup. 
Jaida highlighted the strong 
economic relationship that exists 
between Qatar and Germany 
during a panel discussion, 
entitled Financial Sector: A solid 
line of defence for economic 
security and project �nancing.  
The panel also comprised a line-
up of highly esteemed speakers 
including Qatar’s Minister of Finance 
HE Ali Shareef al Emadi, Deutsche 
Bank CEO Christian Sewing, Qatar 
Investment Authority CEO Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Mohamed bin Saoud 
al Thani and Qatar National Bank 
CEO Ali al Kuwari.
 
Qatar’s extensive trade relations 
with Germany amounted to $2.2 
billion in 2017, with 7.5 percent of 
Qatar’s total imports originating 
from Germany, making it Doha’s 
12th-largest trading partner.  
Qatar has also invested US$25 
billion in vital projects in numerous 
sectors across Germany, while there 
are currently 300 German �rms 
operating in Qatar ” a testament 
to the strength of the long-term, 
bilateral economic relationship 
between the two countries.
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Qatar could invest in German 

LNG terminal, says al-Sada

HE the Minister of Energy and Industry Dr Mohamed bin Saleh al-Sada on Thursday 
talked of the possible co-operation of Qatar Petroleum, the world’s top supplier of 

lique�ed natural gas (LNG), on a potential German LNG terminal.

Al-Sada told Reuters that 
discussions were under way 

but it would be premature to talk 
about any speci�c investment terms 
because that would depend on the 
size of the terminal.

“As a matter of principle, Qatar is 
interested,” al-Sada told Reuters 
ahead of the bilateral Qatar-German 
investment conference in Berlin.
“Certainly it should be a win-win 
situation. Both parties should 
bene�t from such a thing,” he added. 
“If Germany lent itself to such a 
suggestion — if we are invited to do 
so — we will be happy.”

Al-Sada said Qatar was also 
keen to export LNG to Germany, 
highlighting the environmental 
advantages of LNG, the reliability of 
Qatar’s deliveries and that it could 
help Germany to diversify its energy 
supply.
But he said that Qatar does not 
want to crowd out other suppliers, 
adding, “There will be room for 
everybody’s gas.”
Germany, Europe’s largest energy 
consumer, shelved plans for an 
LNG terminal of its own a few years 
ago, with major operators instead 
participating in foreign projects, 
including Rotterdam’s Gate terminal.

However, talks about a German 
terminal have been revived as 
global LNG �ows increase and 
ahead of looming requirements for 
cleaner fuels.
Al-Sada called for oil-producing 
countries to boost investment in the 
oil and gas sector given a recovery 
in the price of oil, but said he did not 
back setting any speci�c targets for 
such investment.

QP looking at downstream 
investments in Germany

Qatar Petroleum is looking at a range 
of possible investments in Germany, 
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Qatari Diar seeks to expand its 

real estate portfolio in Germany

including downstream projects 
and cooperation deals with smaller 
companies, as part of its overall drive 
to �nd new markets for lique�ed 
natural gas, the company’s CEO said. 
Chief Executive Saad Sherida al Kaabi 
on Friday con�rmed his company’s 
discussions with big German �rms 

Uniper and RWE about cooperating 
on a potential local LNG terminal. 
He said the state-owned company 
was also going to keep working 
with small- and medium-sized 
German businesses involved in 
projects further downstream, such 
as in LNG trucking or river barging. 

“We are looking into investing 
further in the downstream with the 
objective of monetizing our gas _ 
and �nding a new market for our 
gas,”al-Kaadi told a Qatari-German 
investment conference. “There are a 
lot of opportunities for partnership 
with German companies.”

The CEO of Qatari Diar Real Estate Investment and 
Development Company Eng Abdullah Hamad al-

Attiyah said that his company is participating in this 
year’s forum because it wants to expand its real estate 
portfolio with German real estate developers. 
 
He said that the German market was attractive to Qatari 
Diar, and con�rmed that the company was looking 
for German companies to partner with. He said that 
the companies competitive advantage stems from 
their ability to examine investment opportunities well 
regardless of they are in the world.
 
He highlighted their project to develop the site of the 
former US embassy in London located at Grosvenor Square 
as an example of the company’s ability in that regard.  
Al-Attiyah said that they are looking in the �ve best 
companies that o�er services in real estate investment 
in the German market, noting that Diar operates in 22 
countries around the world. He said that the company 
notices the trend of people moving to live in the suburbs 
of Berlin, which he says makes the city a more attractive 
property market. 
 
They added that His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al-Thani’s announcement of investing 
€10bn in Germany was another factor that made 
the company view the market in a positive light. 
 Participants in the fourth session of the Qatar-Germany 
Business and Investment Forum, which focused on the 
investment opportunities in Germany, stressed on the 
importance of co-operation between authorities of the 
two countries, especially after the two sides signalled 
their commitment to co-operation in a challenging 
economic environment globally.
 
The CEO of Merck Finck Matthias Schellenberg said that 

the company is o�ering a wide-ranging services relating 
to real estate.

He also said that the bank has o�ces across Germany, 
which can help investors rely on it as a trusted partner 
in the market.
Spokesperson for the Board of the German Private Equity 
and Venture Capital Association (BVK) Regina Hodits 
meanwhile said that the German business community 
welcome Qatari investments in the country, particularly 
as the German market was a very promising market that 
attracts many investments from around the world.
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QC invited to take part in Canton Fair in China

Qatar Chamber 
Discusses 
Cooperation with 
Sri Lankan Trade 
Delegation

Qatar Chamber vice chairman HE Mohamed 
bin Ahmed bin Twar met a Chinese trade 

team headed  by HE Chu Bing vice president of 
the China Foreign Trade Center (CFTC).

Qatar Chamber held a meeting with a trade delegation from the Republic of Sri Lanka to 
Doha headed by governor of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka Indrajit Coomaraswamy.

The Qatar Chamber received an 
invitation to participate in China 

Import and Export Fair (Canton Fair) 
which is organised by Ministry of 
Commerce, People’s Government of 
Guangdong Province and the China 
Foreign Trade Center (CFTC) from 15-
19 October, 2018.
For his part, Chu Bing delivered a 
presentation about the fair which 
is the largest according to number 
of exhibitors, displayed items and 
visitors.
He noted that the fair includes sections 

for displaying electronics, 
household electrical 
appliances, building materials 
and hardware machinery and 
equipment, food and drink, 
fabrics and home textiles.

The fair re�ects the development of 
Chinese trade and aims at providing 
an ideal platform for business 
opportunities and promoting China 
as a leading world open market, he 
pointed out.
He invited Qatari �rms and Qatar 

Chamber to participate in the fair 
and bene�t from the distinguished 
relations both counties enjoy.
Bin Twar commended the strong 
economic and trade relations 
between Qatar and China, assuring 
that the chamber will encourage 
businessmen to take part in the expo.

The two sides discussed enhancing cooperation in all 
�elds of trade and economy and reviewed investment 

opportunities available in Sri Lanka in the banking and 
�nancial sector.
First Vice Chairman of Qatar Chamber HE Mohamed bin 
Ahmed bin Twar, said that the private sector in the two 
countries has distinguished trade relations with growth 
and development at all levels, noting that there are 
opportunities for further cooperation between the two 
sides in various sectors, especially as Qatari businessmen 
are keen to explore business opportunities in Sri Lanka.
For his part, the Governor of the Central Bank of Sri Lanka 

called on to strengthen the good relations linking the 
banks in Sri Lanka and Qatar, in the interests of both parties 
and push for more cooperation in various economic �elds. 
He also reviewed the investment opportunities, climate 
and commercial advantages available in his country, and 
the incentives provided by the Sri Lankan government 
to encourage foreign investment, and called for the 
establishment of a joint Sri Lankan Qatari Business Council 
to strengthen cooperation relations between the private 
sector in both countries.
Trade between Qatar and Sri Lanka reached $90 million 
last year.
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Qatar Chamber �rst vice 
chairman Mohamed 

bin Ahmed bin Twar said 
that the State of Qatar and 
India enjoy strong economic  
relationship, noting that India 
is an important trade partner 
to Qatar. 

It is the third largest export 
destination for Qatari products. 

Both countries trade volume 
reached  last year more than 
$10bn,” he added.

This came during a meeting 
hosted by Qatar Chamber with 
a large Indian trade delegation 
headed by  CEO of M/s. K-�ex India 
Co. Mr. Triviyan K. Kalra.
The meeting was attended by 
QC’s second vice chairman Rashid 
bin Hamad Al Athba and HE. P. 
Kumaran, Ambassador of India to 
the State of Qatar. 
Twar pointed out that a total of 
24 fully owned Indian companies 
and an estimated 6000 Qatar-
India joint ventures operate in 
various sectors of the Qatari 
economy including infrastructure, 
information and communication 
technology, energy and other 
areas to the mutual bene�t of both 
sides. Qatar-India cooperation 
covers all areas not only economic 
�elds. 
The year 2019 will be celebrated 
as the Qatar-India Year of Culture, 
he said.
Elaborating Qatar’s success to 
beat the siege, he said that Qatar 
has successfully overcome the 
unjust siege imposed by three 

neighbouring countries thanks to 
the wise vision of our leadership 
and the strength of our national 
economy.
Qatar’s economy is open and 
welcomes all world investors and 
there are a host of investment 
incentives that  draw foreign 
investments, he added.
He a�rmed Qatar Chamber’s 
very much welcome to 
the establishment of trade 
partnerships between Qatari and 
Indian  companies, and stressed its 
encourage to Qatar businessmen 
to explore the investment 
opportunities available in India. 
He noted that India has huge 
potentials and there are lots of 
investment opportunities for 
Qatari businessmen in all sectors.
For his part, head of the delegation 
expressed his thanks to the 
chamber for hosting the meeting, 
praising its e�orts in bringing 
Qatari and Indian businessmen 
together to review boosting 
economic relations between both 
countries.
Triviyan K. Kalra noted that India 
is full of trade opportunities 
that attract Qatari investors, 
saying that both countries’ trade 
exchange signi�cantly increased 
and developed and it is highly 

skewed in favour of Qatar.
Kalra called on Qatari 
businessmen to visit India to �nd 
out cooperation opportunities 
with their Indian counterparts 
in hydrocarbon, tourism, IT and 
other sectors.
We are seeing reforms and 
regulatory changes to make India 
an attractive place and an easier 
place to do business, he noted.
India has an abundant supply of 
technical manpower for health 
sector, where Qatar can utilize this 
talent to set up super-specialty 
hospital, he added.
Indian ambassador to Qatar said 
that Qatar and India enjoy historic 
relationship and their cooperation 
relations cover all aspects.
HE. P. Kumaran explained that 
Qatari exports to India have 
increased to 87% last year.
Indian community in Qatar is the 
largest. It positively participate in 
the development projects being 
held in Qatar for infrastructure and 
for the 2022 World Cup, he said.
HE assured that Qatar has made 
great progress in labour and 
business legislations and laws.
He stressed his country’s interest 
to boost cooperation between the 
Indian private sector and its Qatari 
counterpart.

Indian trade team explores 

cooperation ties with Qatari firms
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Qatar Chamber (QC) yesterday hosted a an Inodnesian trade delegation headed 
by chairman of Indonesian Professional Engineer Association and deputy 

chairman of Indonesia Chamber of Commerce and Industry Raswari Anwar. 

Addressing the event, Qatar 
Chamber Vice-Chairman 

Mohamed bin Ahmed bin Twar 
said that the State of Qatar and 
Indonesia enjoy strong economic 
relationship, noting that Indonesia 
is one of Qatar’s most important 
countries in South-East Asia. 

“Their bilateral trade volume 
reached $ 342 mn last year.  With 
regard to the mutual investments, 
Indonesia is one of Qatar’s favourite 
destinations of investment. There 
are various Qatari investments 
in Indonesia in communication 
and banking sectors. There are 
9 Qatari-Indonesian companies 
and two companies of % 100 
Indonesian capital specialized in 
construction, engineering and 
technology all are operating in the 
Qatari market,” he added.
Twar pointed out that the State of 

Qatar has successfully managed to 
defeat the unjust siege imposed 
by three Gulf countries for more 
than a year thanks to the visionary 
foresight of the wise leadership 
and the government measures. 
Elaborating bene�ts of the crisis, 
he noted that the siege motivated 
the country to accelerate many 
economic strategies and urged 
businessmen to invest in all 
sectors. It opened new channels 
of cooperation with many friendly 
countries including Indonesia. 
He a�rmed that it had no 
impact on construction works for 
FIFA World Cup 2022, assuring 
that  infrastructure projects are 
progressing normally as per the 
schedule.
The private sector played a key 
role during the period of siege. It 
helped to ensure the continuing 
�ow of goods by increasing the 

local production and �nding out 
new sources instead of siege 
countries, Bin Twar said.
He praised Qatar’s investment 
climate which is supported by 
strategic policies adopted by 
the wise leadership and pro-
investment legislations, calling 
on Indonesian companies to 
cooperate with Qatari companies 
in all �elds. There are a multitude 
of business opportunities in Qatar. 
Head of Indonesian team said that 
his country is interested to deepen 
economic and trade relations with 
Qatar, noting that the  Indonesian 
association highly welcomes 
establishing partnerships with 
Qatari �rms.
The delegation comprises  
representatives of 12 companies 
specialised in oil& gas, trading, 
construction, services , food 
industries and water supplies.

Indonesian trade team explores 

cooperation with Qatari firms
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The Qatar International Center of Conciliation and Arbitration (QICCA) organised a 
seminar on morals and qualities of the arbitrator at Qatar Chamber’s venue .

The seminar was attended by 
QC chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa 

bin Jassem Al Thani, and QICCA’s 
board member for international 
relations HE. Dr. Sheikh Thani bin 
Ali Al Thani  as well as number of 
lawyers, arbitrators and students 
from Ahmed bin Mohamed 
Military College.

QICCA’s Assistant Secretary 
General  Ibrahim Shahbik said that 
QICCA  is keen to provide seminars 
that discuss arbitration-related 
issues, noting that the center’s 
main role is to prepare and qualify 
arbitrators.

He noted that arbitration process is 
based on a number of professional 
criteria and rules which should be 
taken into account. He a�rmed 
that arbitration becomes a main 
means for settling disputes related 

to trading, engineering, marine 
contracts.
For his part, Eng. Abdulla Al 
Mehshadi explained in his 
presentation the conditions and 
requirements to be ful�lled in an 
arbitrator to optimally accomplish 
the arbitration process.  
He noted that the New Arbitration 
Law stipulates many legal 
conditions that should an arbitrator 
enjoy. These requirements include 
to enjoy full capacity and not to be 
convicted of a �nal judgment in 
a felony or misdemeanor against 
honor or trust, even if he has been 
rehabilitated. 

He also pointed to the 
requirements of judicial nature 
which is mentioned in Paragraph 3 
of  Article 11 of the arbitration law, 
which stressed the need for the 
arbitrator to enjoy independence, 

neutrality and commitment, 
noting that the arbitrator may not 
step aside from the arbitration 
process after his approval without 
an acceptable reason.

He also touched on the 
requirements agreed by both 
parties and don’t contradict with 
requirements that are based on 
legal or judicial nature.
Eng. Khalid Al-Nasr focused during 
his discussions on the ethics that 
must be available in the arbitrator 
such as e�ciency, e�ectiveness, 
commitment, integrity, justice, 
neutrality and integrity.
They include also disclosure and 
commitment to the authorities 
granted and agreed upon and 
con�dential, noting that the 
arbitrator must take decisions in 
a fair, independent and balanced 
and thoughtful.

QICCA  organizes seminar on 

arbitrator’s qualities and ethics 
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Qatar, Oman chambers

signed cooperation protocol

Qatar Chamber and Oman Chamber of commerce and Industry announced on 
Monday that they would intensify cooperation and collaboration in organizing the  

“ Made in Qatar 2018” which will be held in Muscat  in November.

This came during the press 
conference held on Monday 

at the headquarter of Oman 
Chamber in the presence of QC 
director general Saleh bin Hamad Al 
Sharqi and vice chairman of Oman 
Chamber Dr Salem Al Gunaibi.

QC’s board member Rashid bin 
Nasser Al Kaabi, Oman Chamber’s 
CEO Abdulazim Al Bahrani and 
council of Qatar embassy in Oman 
HE Faisal bin Rashid Al Nuaimi along 
with a number of Omani media 
representatives.
On the sidelines of the conference, 
a cooperation protocol was signed 
between both chambers with a 
view to activating the Qatari-Omani 
business council. 
The agreement was signed by Saleh 
Al Sharqi and Salem Al Bahrani.
Saleh Al Sharqi said that it was 

our honour and pleasure to get 
together with our Omani brothers 
to announce the seventh edition 
of Made in Qatar which will be 
held on  November 2018 at Omani 
Exhibition and Convention Center.
He expressed his great thanks to 
Omani leadership and people for 
their fraternal support with Qatar 
during the unfair siege imposed on 
it for more than one year.

Sharqi noted this positive situation 
would be a great landmark in the 
history of both countries relations, 
pointing out that choosing Oman 
to be the �rst destination of the 
expo during the siege re�ected our 
leadership’s appreciation for the 
distinguished position that Oman 
enjoys in ourselves.
“It represents  a sincere desire of 
the Qatari business community 

to deepen the economic relations 
between the two sides to higher 
levels of strategic partnership that 
contributes to establishing projects 
and entities of economic great 
bene�ts to the national economy in 
both countries ,” he added.
QC’s director general expressed 
his hope that the expo which is 
organized by Qatar Chamber inin 
co-operation with the Ministry 
of Energy and Industry and 
Qatar Development Bank (QDB) 
as strategic partner would help 
promote Qatari industries in the 
Omani market, noting that Qatari 
products are of international 
standards.

Sharqi expressed his hope that 
the Qatar-Omani Business Forum 
being held on the side-lines of 
the expo would o�er a good 

28

Is
su

e 
N

o.
 7

3 
- O

ct
ob

er
 - 

20
18

Exhibitions



opportunity for both sides to 
review ways of enhancing and 
developing cooperation ties and 
eradicating all barriers that hinder 
this cooperation.
He expressed his sincere thanks to 
Oman Chamber for its support and 
host of this important economic 
event.

For his part, QC’s board member 
and head of “Made in Qatar” Rashid 
Al Kaabi praised the strong relations 
both countries enjoy, a�rming that 
they witnessed great development 
in agriculture, livestock, 
communication, transportation, 
energy, tourism, education, 
construction and banking.
Al Kaabi said in statement on the 
sidelines of the conference that 
Qatar-Oman trade reached in 2017 
more than QR 3.5bn.

He  stressed the importance of the 
expo in cementing cooperation in 
industrial sector, noting that the 
number of factories established in 
Qatar after the siege grow by %17.
This is a signi�cant boost for the 
new factories to be informed on the 
high technology and development 

in Oman industry, he said.
Salem Al Gunaibi said that the 
number of Qatari-Omani companies 
and institutions operating in Oman 
reached 152 with capitals of OR 116 
million, out of them is OR 77 million. 
He noted that the Omani private 
sector is eager to further promote 
cooperation ties with the Qatari 
counterpart.

The “Made in Qatar” Exhibition is 
the largest industrial expo in the 
country, is organized by the Qatar 
Chamber in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Energy & Industry.
Since its inception in 2009, the event 
is held under the kind auspices 
of the Emir HH Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani and supported 

by a bevy of leading industrial 
companies and factories, banks and 
institutions supporting industry in 
the country.

It represents a major industrial 
platform that brings together local 
companies and factories under one 
umbrella. It also o�ers a brilliant 
opportunity for manufacturers, 
businessmen and investors to 
discover the locally-manufactured 
products, their strengthens and 
demands of the Qatari market.
The main purpose of the exhibition 
is to support and promote the 
Qatari products in the pursuit of 
achieving the self-su�ciency and 
reducing dependence on imported 
items.
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Qatar Chamber supports 

exhibition sector in line with 

QNV 2030

The eleventh International Wedding Exhibition and Fashion Show (IWED 2018) 
opened at the Doha Exhibition Convention Center (DECC).

Rashid Hamad Hazza Al Athba, 
Second Vice Chairman of Qatar 

Chamber (QC) and Hadi Al Zain Ali, 
CEO of Qatar Expo, launched the 
�ve-day exhibition in the presence 
of representatives from various 
�elds.
Covering a total of 5,000sqm, IWED 
2018 is featuring the latest wedding 
services mainly from Qatar, India, 
Turkey, China, Oman, Kuwait and 
many more countries. It attracts 
over 8,000 visitors locally and 
internationally until September 30.
IWED 2018 has gathered the top 
names and labels in the wedding 
planning, hospitality, fashion and 
related industries under one roof. 
More than 100 exhibitors, sponsors 
and partners are participating in a 
unique showcase of the best that is 
available in wedding products and 
services in Qatar.
Al Athba said that the exhibition 

sector has signi�cantly developed, 
which re�ected the mega 
development the country 
witnessed in all sectors, noting that 
this sector hadn’t been a�ected by 
the siege.
He noted that the expo showcases 
the latest wedding  requirements. 
It attracted more than 100 local 
and foreign designers from Kuwait, 
Turkey, Lebanon, Italy , Oman , India 
and China.
Participants include also 
representatives of  hotels, event 
managing companies, wedding 
planners, designers from di�erent 
countries and jewelry designers. 
Al Athba pointed out that 75% 
of exhibitors represent local 
companies, a�rming that this 
indicated the importance of the 
expo in supporting the local 
products. He stressed Qatar 
Chamber’s interest to support the 

exhibition sector in the country in 
line with the Qatar National Vision 
2030. 
For his part, Mohamed Ammar Al 
Beny, director manager of Seqlia 
Exhibitions and Conferences 
Organizing Company, a�rmed the 
key role played by exhibitions being 
organized in Qatar in establishing 
cooperation agreements and 
transactions between exhibitors 
and visitors.
He noted that the expo provides 
various products that actually 
satisfy everyone’s needs.
The exhibition includes several 
Turkish pavilions, which include all 
the bride’s requirements. Fashion 
designers of abayas, jalabiyat, and 
caftan, as well as companies o�ering 
accessories, women’s ornaments, 
perfumes, incense, makeup, leather 
and underwear, shoes, and bags 
showcased their products. 
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The Qatar International Centre for Conciliation and Arbitration (Qicca) and the Centre of 
Continuing Education (CCE) at Qatar University (QU) have signed an agreement renewing 

its partnership in providing training programmes in the di�erent facets of arbitration. 

The agreement was signed by 
Qicca board member Sheikh Dr 

Thani bin Ali al-Thani and QU head 
of Strategy and Development Dr 
Darwish al-Emadi, in the presence 
of CCE director Dr Rajab A al-Esmail. 
Sheikh Thani said the programme 
courses o�ered this year include 
Fundamentals of Commercial 
Arbitration, Arbitration in Disputes 
of Engineering Contracts, 
Arbitration of Financial and Banking 
Disputes, Anti-Money Laundering, 
Arbitration of Maritime Disputes, 
Establishment of Companies 
and Commercial Agencies, 
Quali�cation and Preparation 
of Arbitrators Professional 
Certi�cation (Phase II, III, and IV), 
and Quali�cation and Preparation 
of Arbitrators Professional 
Certi�cation Phase I Study. 
“The previous training programmes 
were welcomed by all the trainees, 
who praised the good organisation 

and e�ciency of the lecturers 
and the continuous updating of 
the scienti�c material provided. 
“The topics of training courses 
o�ered in co-operation with the 
Qicca vary between di�erent 
branches of law, especially the 
Trade Law, Commercial Companies 
Law, Arbitration Law, management 
of construction contracts, and the 
resolution of related disputes,” 
Sheikh Thani said in a speech. 
He noted that the training 
programmes are characterised by 
a combination of theoretical and 
practical aspects, which makes 
the trainee fully aware of the 
actual practical problems that 
may be raised in certain cases. 
“We also o�er an extensive 
integrated programme that 
o�ers �ve di�erent stages for the 
preparation and quali�cation of 
Qatari and resident arbitrators. 
“The trainees receive a certi�cate 

in arbitration that quali�es 
them directly to register 
with the Qicca,” he added. 
For his part, al-Emadi lauded the 
series of training courses “that 
come within the framework 
of Qatar University’s strategy 
to serve the community”. 
“The courses are o�ered in the 
evening, allowing employees in all 
sectors to join these programmes, 
which have been developed 
scienti�cally in co-operation with the 
Centre for Continuing Education to 
collect di�erent sciences in a range 
of legal knowledge areas,” he said. 
Speaking to Gulf Times yesterday, 
al-Esmail said that more than 100 
people from within the QU and 
outside the university participated 
in the training courses held during 
the Academic Year 2017-2018. 
He said that the CCE will be o�ering 
more courses for Academic Year 
2018-2019.

QICCA and QU renew 

training partnership
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Qatar Chamber Holds

Customs Training Workshop

Training on Qatari

labour laws held at QC

Qatar Chamber in cooperation with the General Authority of Customs held the 14th 
training workshop for customs brokers, with 58 trainees taking part.

Qatar Chamber held a training course on the Qatari labour 
legislations in cooperation with ACT Master Training 

Center . It highlighted the executive decisions, labour-
related laws  such as the law regulating the entry and exit of 
expatriates and their residence, the law of contracting and 
pensions and the executive ministerial decisions of the law.

The workshop aimed to help them understand 
the laws and regulations, as well as helping 

them improve their e�ciency and productivity. 
The programme also focused on commerce 
and customs-related terminology among other 
subjects and skills that the profession needs to 

limit tra�c at customs outlets.
The �rst training programme was launched 
in 2015, providing training to 658 individuals. 
Qatar Chamber undertook the initiative due 
to the profession’s importance to the business 
environment.

Director of Administrative  and Financial A�airs at 
Qatar Chamber Hussein Al Abdel Ghani attended 

the closing ceremony and handed over attendance 
certi�cates to participants.
Over 14 participants representing many entities 
like Qatar Chamber and Qatar Foundation as well 
number of lawyers and employees of human resources 
departments and employees in  the private sector   took 
part in the four-day training course.
The legal lecturer Haitham Al Dori presented full 
explanation on the provisions of the Labor Law and its 

amendments  regarding Labour Disputes Settlement  
Committee established in the Ministry of Administrative 
Development, Labor and Social A�airs in order to 
facilitate disputes procedures for workers.
The training also focused on Focused on WPS and the 
importance of ministerial decisions on occupational 
safety and housing workers, as well as the new exit 
authorization system and other materials , decisions 
of interest to owners of companies, which guide the 
company’s  relationship with its  employee and   the 
competent authorities in the State.

Training
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 Qatar Tourism Sector

 Continues to Flourish Backed

with New Measures

Qatar has become one of the most 
open countries in the Middle 

East in terms thanks to the new 
measures it introduced to facilitate 
obtaining visas. These measures 
included allowing nationals of 
88 countries to enter Qatar visa-
free and free-of-charge.
Visas facilitation
The World Tourism Organization’s 
(UNWTO) recently updated visa 
openness rankings. It announced 
that Qatar has become the most 
open country in the Middle East and 
the 8th most open in the world in 
terms of visa facilitation.
The high ranking re�ects a string 

of visa facilitation measures 
introduced by Qatar, including 
allowing nationals of 88 countries 
to enter Qatar visa-free and free-of-
charge. As a result, Qatar’s openness 
score has leapt by 71.3 points since 
2014, when it ranked 177th.  
Already, Qatar’s increased openness 
is showing in the growing number 
of visitors from markets which can 
now access the country visa-free. 
Notable increases in arrival volumes 
in the �rst half of 2018 compared 
to the �rst half of 2017 came from 
India (18%), China (43%) and Russia, 
which grew most signi�cantly with 
a 366% increase. 

Hassan Al Ibrahim, Qatar 
Tourism Authority’s A/Chairman, 
commented, “Openness and ease 
of access are crucial elements of 
the visitor experience. That is why, 
in addition to the accelerated 
development of our tourism 
o�ering, we have committed to 
providing a seamless experience 
to our visitors even as they are 
planning for their journey. We will 
continue to work with our partners 
on further facilitating entry to Qatar 
through additional streamlining of 
the immigration process at Qatar’s 
ports of entry, as well as ensuring 
that all visitor visas and visa 

Qatar tourism sector continues to achieve outstanding performance since the 
beginning of the current year 2018. The country’s tourism sector is one of the most 

important pillars that support Qatar’s economic diversi�cation strategy. It is a major 
contributor to the country’s gross domestic product (GDP) and a key mainstay to the 
national economy in line with the Qatar National Vision 2030. 
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procedures are electronic.” 
The UNWTO also measures the 
mobility of a country’s citizens, or the 
extent to which citizens are a�ected 
by other countries’ visa policies - 
with highly mobile citizens being 
able to travel easily and seamlessly 
to most other countries. While Qatar 
currently ranks 106th in the world in 
terms of mobility, it is worth noting 
that 20 of the countries bene�ting 
from the Qatari visa waiver are 
already reciprocating. 
Brigadier Mohammed Ahmed Al 
Ateeq, Director General of General 
Directorate of Passport in Qatar’s 
Ministry of Interior, said, “MOI has 
long been committed to working 
with its partners to enhance the 
visitor experience while optimizing 
resources. We are delighted to 
see the results in this remarkably 
improved openness ranking, which 
places Qatar in a stronger position 
to negotiate better mobility for its 
citizens.”
Qatar embarked on a journey to 
enhance visa facilitation and ensure 
Qatar is ready to welcome the world 
in 2014, when QTA commissioned 
UNWTO to conduct a visa facilitation 
study. 
“Qatar has implemented and 
overachieved the recommendations 
of the study, setting an example by 
spearheading safe and seamless 
travel, enhancing the visitor 
experience and better placing itself 
to improve mobility for its citizens,” 
said UNWTO Secretary-General 
Zurab Pololikashvili.
In August 2017, Qatar applied 
the new visa waiver policy for 

nationals of more than 80 countries. 
In  September 2017, Qatar made 
an Electronic Travel Authorisation 
(ETA) available to visitors of all 
nationalities who hold valid 
residence permits or visas from 
either the United Kingdom, the 
United States of America, Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, or the 
Schengen countries.  This system 
allows eligible visitors to obtain an 
ETA by completing a simple online 
application prior to travel via the 
website. 

Signi�cant Performance
Qatar Tourism Authority 
(QTA)  recently announced the 
performance of the tourism sector 
in the �rst half of 2018. 
In residency sector, the report said 
that  hotel apartment witnessed 
a great growth of 17% compared 
to the same period in 2017. This 
increase is supported by an increase 
of high occupancy in deluxe 
apartments in addition to the 
increasing demand on hotels which 
achieved  a growth percentage  of 
5%.  
With regard to number of visitors, 
Qatar received 689.944 visitors in 
the �rst half of 2018. Arrivals from 
African countries grew by 44%, 
while European countries were 7% 
higher or 19410 visitors.
Arrivals from Asia, including 
Oceania, grew by 12% while North 
and South Americans visitors 
recorded 1% growth.  Arrivals from 
India topped the list of countries 
visiting Qatar by 18% or 33529 
visitors, while Russia comes in the 
second place with 10842 visitors 
reordering an increase of 366% 
compared to the last year.
In cruise tourism, Hamad Port 
welcomed more than 47162 
passengers on board of 15 tourist 
cruise ships during the �rst four 
months of 2018, registering an 
increase of 42.8% compared to the 
same period last year. Number of 
German passengers increased by 
52% compared to the same period 
last year.

Similar to previous years’ trends, 
monthly arrivals to Qatar in H1 2018 
are high in January and March, dip in 
June. The number of visitor arrivals 
in January and March are (189,376 
and 187,678 respectively), while in 
June it reached 116.127.
Looking at month-by-month 
patterns by region, signi�cant 
growth was recorded in January 
for visits from nationals of Africa 
and Europe (up 71% and 24% 
respectively, in comparison to 
January 2017). Growth from Other 
Asia including Oceania was highest 
in June 2018, up 44% in comparison 
to June 2017.

New Hotels
Four  new properties opened in 
H1 2018, bringing 883 new hotel 
rooms to the market. Qatar now 
has a total of 25,818 rooms (across 
122 properties), representing an 6% 
increase in room supply compared 
to H1 2017 (24,293 rooms across 
120 properties).
The occupancy rate was 60% across 
all hotels and hotel apartments 
in H1 2018, representing a drop 
of 3% compared to H1 2017, a 
minimal decline when taking into 
account the drop in visitor arrivals 
and increased room supply. The 
highest occupancy rates were 
achieved in the Deluxe Apartment, 
Standard Apartment and 3-Star 
classi�cations, at 73%, 69% and 69% 
respectively. The lowest occupancy 
rate (54%) was recorded in the 1- & 
2-Star classi�cation.
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The 5-Star hotels and hotel 
apartments recorded the highest 
rates  at QAR 582 and QAR 361 
respectively; while the lowest rates 
continue to be observed in the 3-Star 
and 1- & 2-Star classi�cations, at 
QAR 185 and QAR 147 respectively.
In H1 2018, Revenue per Available 
Room (RevPAR) across all hotels 
and hotel apartments was reported 
at QAR 235. The 5-Star and Deluxe 
Apartments recorded the highest 
RevPAR, at QAR 323 and QAR 265 
respectively.

The occupancy rate across all hotels 
in H1 2018 was 59%. The highest 
occupancy rate was seen in the 
3-Star classi�cation at 69%, and the 
lowest rate was recorded in the 1- 
& 2-Star classi�cation at 54%. The 
ARR and RevPAR across all hotels 
in the �rst six months of 2018 were 
QAR 398 and QAR 243 respectively; 
5-Star hotels continue to enjoy the 
highest average room rates at QAR 
582. Overall, the occupancy rate 
across all hotels was 59%.

Hotel Apartment Performance
The occupancy rate across all hotel 
apartments was 73% in H1 2018, 
with Deluxe Apartments achieving 
a higher occupancy rate of 73%, 
compared to 69% in Standard 
Apartments. The ARR and RevPAR 
across all hotel apartments was 
QAR 336 and QAR 244 respectively; 
with higher rates being achieved 
in Deluxe Apartments. Overall, 
occupancy rates for all hotel 

apartments showed an increase of 
17% in H1 2018 compared to the 
same period in 2017. 

Enhancing Qatar’s presence in 
European Market 
Qatar Tourism Authority (QTA) has 
successfully participated in Qatar 
Germany Business and Investment 
Forum, held under the patronage of 
Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani. At the forum, QTA has 
forged several partnerships that 
will boost Qatar’s reach in German-
speaking and European markets.
The forum represented an 
opportunity for QTA to showcase the 
importance of the German market 
to Qatar during the panel “Tourism, 
Health and Sport: The Road to 
2022,” explaining that Germany is 
an important visitor source market 
for Qatar, and is showing steady 
growth, particularly in stopover 
and transit visitors. In the �rst eight 
months of 2018, Qatar saw a 42 
percent increase in German visitors 
compared to the same period last 
year.
A highlight of the Forum on the 
tourism front was the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the German AIDA 
Cruises and the Italian Costa Cruises.
Through the MoU, QTA and 
the cruise liners will establish a 
partnership aimed at developing 
cruise tourism with Qatar. It 
also includes the possibility of 
cooperation to build attractive 
packages and special services 

dedicated to Costa Cruises and AIDA 
Cruises guests, in addition to joint 
communications, co-marketing 
actions and familiarisation trips.
The initiative will focus on Doha, 
which already provides a state-of-
the-art cruise terminal, and aims 
at building a strong relationship 
between the cruise lines and Qatar 
in advance of the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup.
In addition, Costa Mediterranea will 
inaugurate Costa’s presence in Qatar 
with one call set on March 6, while 
the �eet �agship Costa Diadema 
will o�er 16 calls to Doha during 
her seven-days 2019/2020 winter 
programme.
The luxury AIDAprima is holding 
port bookings for eight calls in Doha 
during the 2018/19 season and 
will make several more calls in the 
2019/2020 season. Between them, 
the two cruise lines will potentially 
bring up to 45,000 passengers in the 
coming season.
QTA o�cials met with DER Touristik 
Deutschland to explore ways of 
further boosting awareness of 
Qatar as a tourism destination and 
attracting more visitors.
The two parties had recently signed 
a partnership through which 
DER Touristik will considerably 
expand the portfolio of its tour 
operator brands Dertour and 
Meier’s Weltreisen Qatar o�ers 
for the 2018/19 winter season: 
the existing day trip o�er is being 
complemented by multi-day tours 
and the accommodation options on 
o�er will increase to include a total 
of 14 hotels. 
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Reports

The Chamber, in its report which 
was prepared based on certi�cates 
of origin issued by the Chambers 
Research & Studies Department 
and Member A�airs Department, 
pointed out that 3843 certi�cates 
of origin were issued in July 2018 
distributed to 60 markets worldwide 
compared to 58 markets last month.
According to the report, Sri Lanka 
was Qatar’s top non-oil exports 
destination in July, accounting for 
QR 771.1 million or 29 percent of the 
total exports in the month.

It is followed by Oman with almost 
QR 446.8 million or 16.8 percent and 
Singapore with QR 296.7 million or 
11.2 percent.
Hong Kong comes in the fourth 
place with almost QR 244.1 million 
or 9.2 percent followed by Turkey 

with QR 112.3 million or 4.2 percent.

It is followed by Netherlands , 
Germany, India, US and  Australia.

July’s statistics shows that Qatar’s 
exports reached to 60 destinations 
including 13 Arab and GCC 
countries, 13 European countries 
including Turkey, 16 Asian countries 
(excluding Arab countries),  13 
African countries (excluding Arab 
countries) , 4 countries of North and 
South Americas And Australia.

The report shows that Asian 
countries excluding Arab countries  
topped the economic blocs that 
received Qatar’s non-oil exports 
with QR 1517.7 million.

GCC (Oman and Kuwait)  countries 

come in the second place. They 
imported QR 468.4 million.
 
In the third place, European 
countries including Turkey receiving 
QR 340.2 million. Arab countries 
excluding GCC countries came in 
the fourth place with total exports 
of QR 106.8 million.

They are followed by North 
America, Australia, African countries 
excluding Arab countries, and South 
America.

Commenting on the report, Qatar 
Chamber Director General Saleh bin 
Hamad al-Sharqi said that the great 
increase in July’s exports which grew 
100% than July 2017 represented a 
real indicator on the development 
of non-oil productive sectors thanks 

The value of Qatar’s non-oil exports in July 2018  reached QR 
2.66 billion compared to July 2017 which amounted to QR 

1.32 billion, registering an increase of 100.3%, and compared to 
the last month (June 2018) in which exports value was QR 1.655 
bn registering an increase of 60.7% , according to the monthly 
report of Qatar Chamber on the foreign trade of the private 
sector.

QC: Qatar’s non-oil exports 

in July hit QR2.7b, reordering 

100% growth comparing to 

July 2017

36

Is
su

e 
N

o.
 7

3 
- O

ct
ob

er
 - 

20
18



to the facilitation provided by the 
government to the industrial sector.

Al Sharqi pointed to the increasing 
demand on Qatari products which 
are of high quality and comply with 
all international standards, a�rming 
that this has increased con�dence on 
Qatar’s products in the international 
markets.

He praised the development of the 
national industry sector, expressing 
his thanks to all companies 
operating in producing aluminum, 
iron and steel, chemical fertilizers, 
chemicals, industrial gases and other 
petrochemical industries.

He also expressed the hope to see 
Qatar’s food products among non-oil 
exports especially in light with the 
signi�cant interest and support from 
all entities in over the past period.
 
Al Sharqi a�rmed the chamber’s 
continuous support to the country’s 
e�orts which aim to encourage and 
boost the industrial sector in a bid to 
achieve the economic diversi�cation 
which represents a key pillar of the 
Qatar National Vision 2030.
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