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Editorial

Khalifa Bin Jassim Bin 
Mohammed Al Thani
Qatar Chamber Chairmam

Public-Private Partnership

There is no doubt that public-private partnership 
is one of the tools that various countries seek to 

adopt to achieve the greatest possible sustainable 
development and accelerate economic growth.
In the State of Qatar, we can say that we are taking 
rapid steps towards building strong partnerships 
between the public and private sectors to achieve 
sustainable development and build a diversified 
economy based on a solid and competitive 
infrastructure that will contribute to the effective 
and efficient integration of the national economy 
into economic globalization.
The Public-Private Partnerships Law, which we are 
looking forward to in the coming period, will no 
doubt play a vital role in attracting foreign investors 
to Qatar and will contribute to launching many 
projects based on the principle of partnership 
between the two sectors.
The private sector is able to play its role and 
contribute positively to the various projects that 
can be established in accordance with this law 
in a way that promotes the efforts being made 
to achieve sustainable economic development. 
The Qatari companies have become having 
the expertise, quality and capabilities to enter 
and implement major projects in a completely 
professional manner.
We have witnessed several examples for the 
success of the public-private partnership through 
the projects recently launched in this context, 
especially in the sectors of health and education. 
These include the allocation of (11) plots of land 
by the Ministry of Municipality and Environment 
to develop and operate private schools, in addition 
to (5) plots of land to develop and operate private 
hospitals to enable the private sector to lead the 

development and operation of healthcare projects 
in the State of Qatar.
While the partnership between the public and 
private sectors is of great importance in normal 
circumstances, the crisis of the unjust siege 
imposed on the State of Qatar since the middle 
of last year revealed the importance of this 
partnership, which played an important role in 
breaking the siege, overcoming it and erasing all 
its impacts.
Qatar Chamber has played a prominent role in 
encouraging traders to diversify imports from new 
markets and to move more towards investment 
in national industry, which has led to the 
emergence of the role of the private sector since 
the beginning of the siege as a reliable partner 
of the government. As a representative of the 
private sector, Qatar Chamber has taken several 
procedures and measures in coordination and 
cooperation with the official authorities to face 
the repercussions of this siege. The cooperation 
between the two sectors has also been reflected in 
fruitful cooperation with Qatar Ports Management 
Company in finding quick solutions to ensure that 
the commercial movement is not affected by this 
siege.
In conclusion, it shall be emphasized that Qatar 
Chamber continues to play its role in promoting 
the private sector and its participation in the 
economic process, believing in the importance 
of the public-private partnership to promote the 
national economy. This is for Qatar to remain always 
prosperous and strong as we are used to seeing it, 
under the wise patronage of HIS HIGHNESS SHEIKH 
TAMIM BIN HAMAD AL THANI – the Amir of the 
State, god saves him.
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Article

Qatar has become one of (77) countries 
in the world to implement ATA 

Carnet, where Qatar Chamber started 
to implement this regime, which is an 
international customs document, as of 
early August 2018.
The introduction of ATA Carnet in 
cooperation with the General Customs 
Authority and Qatar International Chamber 
of Commerce will no doubt have a 
significant impact on Qatar’s position as 
an attractive destination for investments 
and a global hub for trade and business. 
This is in addition to its contribution to 
the revitalization of the conference and 
exhibition sector that has witnessed a 
significant development in recent years. 
This regime will also support Qatar’s 
readiness to host the FIFA World Cup 2022.
The ATA Carnet allows temporary import of 
goods for a maximum of one year without 
obligation to take any duties, taxes or 
customs procedures. It includes all goods 
provided that they are re-exported and 
imported during the period approved 
by the relevant customs authorities. The 
implementation of this global regime in 
Qatar will contribute to enabling marketing 
representatives, exhibition participants 
and businessmen to carry out the customs 
procedures at a predetermined cost and 
to visit several countries without delay in 
procedure.
It is expected that the introduction of ATA 

Carnet will contribute to the activation 
of Qatar’s trade with the world, as it 
guarantees facilitating and simplifying 
customs procedures across borders, 
reduces routine requirements and 
allows exporters and importers to use 
one document to complete all customs 
procedures in (77) countries adopting such 
regime.
Since Istanbul International ATA Carnet 
Agreement requires a “national guarantor” 
to guarantee customs duties and rights in 
the event that the temporarily imported 
goods are not returned, Qatar Chamber 
has been keen to be the national guarantor 
of ATA Carnet implementation in Qatar. 
This is to strengthen its role in serving and 
developing the private sector, keeping up 
with the global developments in the world 
of trade and investment and putting all 
facilities for the Qatari businessmen and 
investors to develop their trade in a manner 
that benefits the national economy.
In the last few months, the Chamber has 
organized workshops on the ATA Carnet 
regime. These witnessed a distinguished 
presence and interaction by representatives 
of the participating companies and 
institutions, which indicates a great demand 
for ATA Carnet that includes various goods 
and commodities such as commercial 
samples, professional equipment and 
merchandise for exhibitions, trade fairs 
and entertainment events.

Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi
Director General

Strengthening Qatar’s position as a global hub for 

business and commerce
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of 33.7%, according to the monthly 
report of Qatar Chamber on the 
foreign trade of the private sector.
The monthly data and statistics 
of non-oil exports, which indicate 
the growing growth, confirm that 
the exports did not affected by the 
unjust blockade imposed on the 
state.
The expansion of the list of markets 
receiving non-oil exports in terms of 
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which is another proof of the quality 
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News

Qatar Chamber (QC) took 
part in the 21st Arab-

German Business Forum in 
Berlin. The event witnessed 
the participation of more than 
600 officials, businessmen and 
experts from the Arab world 
and Germany.

Qatar Chamber takes 
part in Arab-German 
Business Forum

Khalifa bin Jassim chaired the Qatari delegation

The forum discussed ways of strengthening the 
Arab-German economic relations and establishing 

successful cooperative relations between the two sides. 
QC Chairman of Qatar Chamber Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim 
bin Mohammed al Thani chaired the Qatari delegation to 
the forum, which reviewed the developments of the Arab-
German economic relations, and the challenges facing inter-
trade and ways to overcome the obstacles to its development. 
The Arab-German economic relations has witnessed remarkable 

developments during the previous 
years in the field of investment 
and trade, where the value of 
trade between the two sides 
amounted to €48.3 billion in 2017, 
of which Arab exports to Germany 
reached €11.3 billion, an increase 
of 33.9 percent compared to 2016. 
In recent years, Arab investments 
in Germany have increased 
significantly in many large and 
medium German companies 
reaching nearly €100 billion. 
 
Meanwhile, Germany has 
provided its scientific expertise 
to many strategic projects in 
the Arab countries, including 
the implementation of many 
infrastructure projects in the GCC 
countries, and the establishment 
of projects for environment and 
energy in North African countries.

6

Is
su

e 
N

o.
 7

2 
- A

ug
us

t, 
Se

pt
em

be
r -

 2
01

8



Choosing Oman as the venue for the next Made in Qatar exhibition reflects the 
magnitude of the business relations between the two countries, said Qatar 

Chamber (QC) Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin Mohammed al Thani. 

The move would augment communication 
and collaborations between Qatari and 

Omani merchants and producers, he added. 
By organising the exhibition in Oman, he said, QC 
seeks to market abroad the Qatari produces that 
have already conquered the domestic market. 
“The next edition (of Made in Qatar) will be 
different from the past ones as it comes amid great 
developments in the national industry during an unjust 
siege imposed on Qatar by some of its neighbours. 
Recently, he said, the Qatari industry was able 
to prove its worth and remained a priority for 
buyers to choose from within the country.  
He said the number of factories in Qatar increased 
by 78 percent during the past year, which is a great 
motivation to provide opportunities to new factories. 
Since its launch, the Made in Qatar expo has gained great 
interest, with its latest edition witnessing massive success 
on a national level. This popularity stems from the support 
of the wise leadership to the Qatari products and the state 

efforts to promote them nationally and internationally. 
The second edition of Made in Qatar exhibition 
will take place in Oman between November 5 
and 9, in cooperation with the Ministry of Energy 
and Industry and Qatar Development Bank.  
The exhibition venue will sprawl over 10,000 square 
metres at Oman Convention and Exhibition Centre and 
will see the participation of about 200 Qatari companies. 
The exhibition aims to promote the national industry 
and encourage the sale of Qatari products abroad. 
In addition, the exhibition aims to introduce the 
Omani business sector to the developments and 
technologies used in the different sectors exhibited 
at the event such as petrochemicals, food, small 
and medium-sized industries, furniture and others. 
The exhibition also aims to provide the opportunity 
for exhibitors and producers to meet their Omani 
counterparts and discuss the possibilities of establishing 
partnerships and alliances that contribute to promoting 
the Qatar industry.

‘Made in Qatar’ in 
Oman reflects depth 
of bilateral trade ties

Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim:
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Qatar Chamber’s Chairman 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassem 

Al Thani attended the ceremony 
along with the Ambassador of 
Oman to Qatar, Najib bin Yahya 
Al Balushi, and CEO of Qatar 
Primary Materials Company, Essa 
Mohamed Kalidary.
The agreement was signed by 
Dolphin’s CEO, Ghanim bin Saif 
Al Khayaren, and Acting CEO 
of Marafi, Dr Asyad Ahmed 
Mohammed Al Abri.
Sheikh Khalifa said this is the 

second agreement signed 
between Qatari and Omani 
parties in the field of primary 
materials, expressing his thanks 
to both countries for establishing 
this company which will boost 
primary materials market in 
Qatar. Sheikh Khalifa lauded the 
close cooperation between Qatar 
and Oman at all aspects, noting 
that Qatar Chamber will hold the 
second external edition of “Made 
in Qatar’ expo in Oman by year-
end. 

Ghanim bin Saif Al Khayaren 
extended his thanks to the 
chamber, noting that this 
partnership comes in the frame of 
the concessions granted by both 
countries with a view to enhancing 
joint cooperation between the 
private sectors. He said Marafi 
Sohar aims to provide Qatar with 
gabbro, especially that there are 
mega projects being established 
in the country for developing the 
infrastructure and for the FIFA 
World Cup 2022.

Qatar Chamber hosted signing of a cooperation agreement between Marafi ASYAD 
Company (owned by the Omani Government) and Dolphin Integrated Company 

(Qatari company and a subsidiary of Rafa Holding) to establish  Marafi Sohar Company for 
transporting, shipping and storing gabbro between the two countries and worldwide.

QC hosts establishing

Qatari-Omani partnership

for supplying gabro

News
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Marafi Sohar’s Operations 
Manager, Rashid Abu Zahr, said 
the company is specialised in 
transporting, shipping and storing 
gabbro, with a capacity of 8 million 
tonnes in the year. He noted it will 
commence exporting gabbro to 
Qatar in September 2018.
CEO of Qatar Primary Materials 
Company Essa Mohamed Kalidary 
affirmed the company’s support 
to the establishment of Marafi 
Sohar which aims to provide Qatari 
market with gabbro and other 
aggregates.

CEO of Marafi, Dr Asyad Ahmed 
Mohammed Al Abri said,”The 
hybrid phase will facilitate 
aggregate exports by September 
this year and the permanent 
phase equipped with state-of-
the-art stacker-reclaimer system, 
conveyor and semi-automated 
ship loaders will be commissioned 
in the next 20 months.” 
The terminal capacity will be 
increased after the completion of 
the permanent phase to 12 million 
tonnes per annum, Abri said.
While the aggregate terminal 
would ensure that Qatar’s demand 

for gabbro is fully met, he said, 
the facility would be expanded 
to cater to new markers and meet 
bigger demand if required. 
“This agreement is very important 
not only for Qatari and Omani 
sides, but also for other countries 
in the region. It will provide a 
gateway to quarry owners and 
at the same time it will fulfill the 
needs of the construction markets 
in the region,” he said.

“Our partnership with Dolphin will 
open new horizons for growth of 
gabbro, limestone and minerals 
sector given that a significant 
number of quarries are operating 
in the northern part of Oman 
within close proximity to Sohar 
Port,” he added. Apart from 
attracting foreign investments to 
Oman, it will also lead to increased 
job opportunities in the country, 
he said.
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iru.org/ar/tir

نظام الترنزيت العالمي الوحيد.

TIR نظام

 TIR: عالمي. 
سلس. مضمون.

KHALIFA BIN JASSIM:

Qatar’s accession to the TIR 

system for international land 

transport promotes trade

News

Including the carriage of goods 

from the country of origin through 

transit countries to the country of 

destination with one guarantee

His Excellency Sheikh KHALIFA BIN JASSEM AL THANI, 
Chairman of Qatar Chamber, has invited the companies 

specialized in the transport sector and wishing to join the 
international customs transport system for the transport of 
goods across the international land border (TIR) to submit 
their documents to Qatar Chamber in order to be included in 
the list of companies authorized to use this system in export 
and import operations. HE indicated that the Chamber 
requires that a company wishing to use this system shall 
have at least three-year experience in the international land 
transport, pointing out that Qatar Chamber is the guarantor 
of customs duties.

10

Is
su

e 
N

o.
 7

2 
- A

ug
us

t, 
Se

pt
em

be
r -

 2
01

8



Sheikh KHALIFA BIN JASSEM 
said in a press statement that 

Qatar Chamber joined the World 
Organization of Land Transport 
late last year and became 
afterwards the guarantor and 
launcher of the national version of 
TIR system for international land 
transport in Qatar in coordination 
with the General Authority of 
Customs. HE also indicated 
that the Chamber would select 
companies that meet the 
conditions for using this system.

HE pointed out that the 
implementation of TIR system for 
international land transport came 
within the framework of facilitating 
trade, reducing transport and 
shipping costs for traders and 
facilitating the land transport 
of goods. The international 
customs transport system TIR 
is an international system of 
transport and customs guarantee 
that is globally applicable. It 
allows the transportation of 
goods from the country of origin 
through transit countries to the 
country of destination in sealed 
containers subject to customs 
control through a mutually 
recognized multilateral system. 
It is also considered the easiest, 
safest and most reliable means 
of transporting goods across 
multiple international borders, 
thus saving time and money for 
transport operators and Customs 
authorities.

HE Chairman of Qatar Chamber 
said that TIR system is working to 
mainstream border procedures to 
reduce the administrative burden 
on customs authorities as well as 
transport and logistics companies. 
It also aims to significantly reduce 
wait times on border in order 
to save money and time. TIR 
authorized carriers can quickly 
transport goods through multiple 
customs zones under customs 
control using a single guarantee, 
where operators are required to 

submit their permit information 
only once at border crossing.

With more than (70) contracting 
countries worldwide, TIR system 
is rapidly expanding, where more 
than (20) countries are looking 
forward to joining it in the 
coming years. More than (34,000) 
transport and logistics companies 
rely on TIR system to deliver 
goods quickly and reliably across 
the international borders.

TIR system is available only 
to authorized operators who 
have access to the system from 
the Customs Department in 
cooperation with national TIR 
authorit ies.

TIR joining criteria are based on 
the company’s professionalism 
and level of compliance, rather 
than on the size of the company 
or its fleet, where TIR system is 
available to small and medium-

sized companies as well as 
large carriers. TIR system can 
be mainstreamed through TIR 
consignors and consignees and 
thus joins the approved national 
and regional economic transport 
systems.

Goods transported under TIR 
system arrive at the border 
in containers sealed by the 
departure customs clearance 
office. Containers used in TIR 
operations are subject to prior 
customs clearance, ensuring that 
no goods are added or removed 
without detection. This reduces 
the need to routine physical 
inspections on borders along the 
road.

Modern TIR information 
technology tools ensure that all 
public and private actors involved 
in TIR process have access to 
the data they need. Such tools 
allow the electronic sending of 
shipment details simultaneously 
to multiple border crossings 
before the shipment reaches 
entries and exits. This enables 
customs officers to conduct 
better risk assessments, prioritize 
inspections and facilitate 
compliance with the shipment 
information electronically sent 
in advance, which is mandatory 
for shipping goods to multiple 
jurisdictions.

TIR system is globally applicable, 
where it uses one international 
guarantee to eliminate the need 
for costly guarantees in each 
transit country. TIR system is also 
easy to implement, where all 
legal and procedural frameworks, 
capacity building and information 
technologies are available. It 
can be easily applied in new 
countries without need to costly 
investments. TIR seamlessly 
integrates with existing customs 
software systems, which makes it 
easy for new member countries to 
adopt it.

Calling the 
land transport 
companies to 
register their 

accreditation with 
the Chamber to use 

the international 
land transport 

system

Qatar Chamber is 
the guarantor and 
the founder of the 
national version of 
the TIR system for 
international land 

transport
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Qatar Chamber (QC), held a meeting with a delegation from Sohar 
Industrial Port Company (SIPC), where they discussed ways and 

mechanisms to enhance joint cooperation in various fields besides 
identifying the investment opportunities available at the port.

Qatar Chamber First Vice-
Chairman, Mohamed bin 

Ahmed bin Twar, said there is 
an interest from Qatari business 
owners and investors in identifying 
investment opportunities in the 
Sultanate, stressing that the mutual 
visits and bilateral meetings 
between the Qatari and Omani 
sides in recent times resulted in 
the signing of a large number of 
agreements and partnership deals 
between the two sides, which 
contributed to deepening trade 
ties between the private sector in 
Qatar and Oman.

He added that Oman’s Sohar 
State has great potential and 
investment incentives that have 
attracted international companies 
and factories. He also called on 
Qatari business owners to learn 
about investment opportunities in 
Sohar Port and the Industrial Zone. 
The Chamber is keen to enhance 
cooperation with the Omani 
side, and to support the Omani 
businessmen wishing to enter the 
Qatari market, he stressed.
Sohar Port and Freezone’s Executive 
Manager of Corporate Affairs, 
Suwaid Al Shamaisi, said that Sohar 

Port attaches great importance to 
food security.
A port area has been allocated 
for the storage and handling of 
food commodities along with 
the shipping and distribution 
operations.
Al Shamaisi, who headed the 
visiting Omani delegation, noted 
that the volume of investments 
in the Sohar Port and Free Zone 
amounted to more than $26bn, 
pointing out that the Omani side 
welcomes cooperation with Qatari 
business owners and investors in 
all fields and economic sectors.

News

Qatar Chamber, Oman’s 

SIPC team explore ways to 

enhance trade ties
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The World Council of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) has 
appointed Sheikh Thani Bin Ali Al-Thani to the International Court of 

Arbitration of the ICC, one of the World’s most experienced and renowned 
international arbitration institutions. The appointment is effective as of 1 July 
2018 for the following 3 years (2018-2021).

I am delighted and honored to 
serve in this role, to make an 

effective contribution to the 
quality and efficiency of services 
provided by the ICC Court and I 
look forward to working with the 
other members of the Court from 
around the globe,” said Sheikh Al-
Thani.

He added, “This appointment 
comes at a very favorable timing as 
Qatar has modernized recently its 
law on arbitration in 2017 and has 
encouraged the use of alternative 
means to resolve commercial 
disputes and raising trust and 
confidence in investment”.
On the other hand, Sheikh Dr. Thani 
bin Ali Al Thani, said that the value 

of trade disputes submitted to 
the court reached $31bn last year, 
according to statistics released by 
the ICC Court.
He pointed out that cases filed in 
2017 involved 2,300 parties from 
a record 142 countries, noting that 
the number of arbitration requests 
reached 810 disputes.
Sheikh Dr. Thani noted that 
arbitration requests included cases 
of extraction of primary materials 
and natural resources, power 
generation, heavy industries, 
construction, food industries, 
pharmaceuticals and insurance.
With a global network of over 6 
million members in more than 100 
countries, ICC work to promote 
international trade, responsible 

business conduct and a global 
approach to regulation through 
our unique mix of advocacy 
and standard setting activities 
– together with market leading 
dispute resolution services.

Founded in 1923, the International 
Court of Arbitration is the world’s 
leading arbitral institution. 
It administers arbitrations in 
accordance with the ICC Rules 
of Arbitration, and helps resolve 
difficulties in international 
commercial and business disputes 
to support trade and investment. 
The ICC Court is located in Paris and 
has a membership that currently 
totals 176 individuals from 104 
countries. 

Global trade disputes value at $31bn

 Sheikh Thani appointed to

the ICC Court of Arbitration
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Qatar Chamber signed 

(MoU) with OBG to Issue 

‘The Report: Qatar 2019’

Private-sector growth and the development of new sectors will be the focus of 
Oxford Business Group’s upcoming publication, ‘The Report: Qatar 2019’.

Private-sector growth and 
new government initiatives 
to support long-term 
economic diversification 

and sustainability will be the focus of 
the global research, publishing and 
consultancy firm Oxford Business 
Group’s upcoming economic report 
on the country, ‘The Report: Qatar 
2019’. 
New developments in Qatar’s 
economy, including measures to 
support non-hydrocarbon growth 
and priority industries including 
agriculture, manufacturing and 

defence, will be explored in OBG’s 
economic analysis. ‘The Report: 
Qatar 2019’ will provide in-
depth coverage of the country’s 
diversification efforts and strategies 
to boost investment in high-growth 
sectors and increase the role played 
by the private sector in the national 
economy. 
Alongside comprehensive analysis 
of key sectors including the strong 
project pipeline in infrastructure, 
construction and energy, the 
publication will also highlight areas 
with robust growth potential and 

opportunities for increased private-
sector involvement. This coverage 
will highlight measures to help 
the country meet its long-term 
economic objectives outlined in 
Qatar National Vision 2030 and the 
recently-launched Second National 
Development Strategy (2018-22). 
Opportunities for public-private 
partnerships (PPPs)in sectors 
including health and education, as 
well as initiatives to support private-
sector growth, particularly from 
SMEs, by organisations including 
the Qatar Development Bank and 

Qatar moving to promote private sector development, economic diversification

News
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Qatar Business Incubation Centre, 
will also be covered in the research. 

Oxford Business Group has 
recently signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) with the 
Qatar Chamber for its forthcoming 
publication, ‘The Report: Qatar 
2019’. This partnership will 
facilitate exchange of information 
between the representatives of 
Oxford Business Group and Qatar 
Chamber in areas such as business 
environment, commerce, industry, 
and Qatar’s international business 
collaborations. As part of the MoU 
all members of Qatar Chamber will 
also benefit from complimentary 
access to Oxford Business Group’s 
digital library with reports on over 
35 countries. 

“Oxford Business Group is delighted 
to partner with Qatar Chamber- 
one of the oldest chambers of 
commerce in the GCC countries, 
operating for 55 years,” said Izabela 
Kruk, Country Director of Oxford 
Business Group. “Qatar Chamber is 
the key organisation representing 
the private sector and is very active 
both locally and internationally. We 
are looking forward to working with 
Qatar Chamber as we prepare The 
Report: Qatar 2019.”
Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi, 
Director-General of Qatar Chamber, 
welcomed the partnership with 
OBG and the access the partnership 
will provide to the Group’s wealth 
of data, analysis and economic 
coverage. “We look forward to 
working with Oxford Business 
Group to enhance the analysis 
of private-sector growth in Qatar 
in their upcoming Report, whilst 
also benefiting from credible and 
detailed information on global 
markets from a leading provider 
of actionable business intelligence 
and analysis,” he said.
‘The Report: Qatar 2019’ will be a vital 
guide covering the many facets of 
the country and its economy. It will 
contain a detailed, sector-by-sector 
guide alongside contributions from 

leading representatives from both 
the public and private sectors. The 
report will be available in print and 
online. 
Oxford Business Group is a global 
research and consultancy company 
with a presence in over 30 countries, 
from the Middle East, Africa and 
Asia to the Americas. A distinctive 
and respected provider of on-the-
ground intelligence on many of the 
world’s fastest growing markets, 
OBG has offices in London, Berlin, 
Manila and Istanbul, and a network 
of local bureaus across the countries 
in which we operate. 
Through its range of products, OBG 
offers comprehensive and accurate 
analysis of macroeconomic and 
sectoral developments, including 
banking, capital markets, tourism, 
energy, transport, industry and 
ICT. OBG provides business 

intelligence to its subscribers 
through multiple platforms: 
Economic News and Views, OBG 
Business Barometer - CEO Survey, 
Roundtables and conferences, 
Global Platform - exclusive video 
interviews, The Report publications 
and its Consultancy division. 
Qatar Chamber was established 
in 1963 by virtue of Law No (4) of 
the year 1963 as one of the oldest 
chambers of commerce among 
the GCC countries. It mainly aims 
at organizing business interests 
and representing the Qatari private 
sector locally and globally. The 
Chamber represents and supports 
the business community in Qatar 
through its services and highlights 
the business opportunities available 
in various industries and sectors in 
Qatar.
The Chamber also works to support 
and develop the economy and its 
productivity for the benefit of the 
country in general and to the benefit 
of the member companies of the 
Chamber in particular, supporting 
and developing a sustainable 
business environment in Qatar for 
both local and foreign businesses.
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QC to issue commercial & 

industrial  directory

Qatar Chamber’s directory 
includes lists of commercial 

and industrial companies operating 
in the country and registered at the 
chamber. It includes phone number, 
fax, address and all contact data.
The MOU was signed by Director 
General’s assistant for Governmental 
and International Relations at Qatar 
Chamber Ali bu Sherbak Al Mansouri 
and chairman of Hawkama Center  
Mansour Ahmed Al Saadi.
Commenting on the signing 
ceremony, Al Mansouri called upon 
all companies operating in Qatar to 
register in the directory which aims at 
facilitating business environment and 
providing correct and accurate data 
about the private sector companies.

He noted that issuing the directory 
comes in the frame of the chamber’s 
plans to develop and update services 
it provides to the Qatari private sector 
and its members, assuring that the 
number of companies registered 
during the siege significantly 
increased. 
On his part, Mansour Al Saadi said 
that Hawkama Center is honoured 
to cooperate with Qatar Chamber 
in the issuance of its commercial 
and industrial directory  which is an 
updated and inclusive data base for 
the private sector.
The directory will be issued in 
December 2018, he noted, saying” It 
will available in hard copy and in PDF 
in the directory’s website.

It also will be available in mobile 
applications and tablet devices for 
easy reach to all data and information 
about commercial and industrial 
companies in Qatar.
Al Saadi said that the center will 
harness its potentials and experience 
in collecting, indexing, designing 
and printing to produce a distinct 
directory.
The Hawkama Center is a Doha-based 
well-known center whose activities 
involve publications, organizing 
conferences and PR services. The 
center has established long-standing 
relations and understandings – 
associated with publishing services 
– with several influential parties in 
Qatar.

Qatar Chamber announced that it has signed a memorandum of 
understanding with “Hawkama Center” to prepare and issue its 

commercial and industrial directory 2018-2019.

News
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Qatar Chamber to 

officially implement

ATA Carnet system 
Qatar Chamber started to officially implement the temporary export-

import document system ATA Carnet in the admission of goods to 
the country, joining 77 other countries that employ the system.

The Chamber said that, as the entity 
concerned with the issuance and 

guaranteeing, it will begin to issue 
special registers to be available for 
the business community, noting 
that business owners and customers 
can apply for ATA Carnet either by 
visiting the chamber’s member affairs 
department or registering online on 
its website. The register is then issued 
in return for a fixed fee and is valid for 
a year for commercial samples and 
six months for on-display goods and 
professional equipment.
The implementation of the system 
in cooperation with the General 
Authority of Customs and the 
International Chamber of Commerce 
(ICC) Qatar is one of the important 
steps that will enhance Qatar’s 
status as an attractive investment 
destination and a global center for 
trade and business, Qatar Chamber 
said, adding that this will stimulate 
the conference and tourism sector 
and support Qatar’s readiness to host 
the 2022 World Cup.
The temporary export-import 
document system is an international 
customs document that allows the 
temporary import of goods for up to 
a year without the obligation to take 
any fees, taxes or customs procedures. 
The system covers all goods, provided 
that they are re-exported and 
imported during the period approved 
by the customs authorities

The system enables marketing 
representatives, exhibitors and 
travelling businessmen to carry 
out the customs procedures at a 
predefined cost, and visit several 
countries without delay in the 
procedures. It ensures the facilitation 
and simplification of customs 
procedures through borders and 
reduction of routine requirements, 
in addition to allowing exporters and 
importers to use one document to 
complete all customs procedures in 
77 countries that apply the system.
ATA Carnet covers all goods 
such as commercial samples, 
professional equipment, goods 
specific for exhibitions, markets and 
entertainment events, provided that 
they are re-exported and imported 
during the period approved by the 
relevant customs authorities.
The system covers jewellery, 
clothing, watches, leather products, 
different types of products, 
equipment, antiques, paintings 
and other artworks, exhibition 

pavilion requirements, broadcast 
equipment, audio and video 
equipment, cinematography and 
musical instruments, clothing, 
theatre objects, seminar and meeting 
equipment, display, repair machines, 
maintenance and equipment 
using surgeons, archaeologists, 
entertainment performers, lecturers 
and athletes.
However, the system does not cover 
perishable and disposable goods, 
or those that will be subject to 
processing or repair.
Qatar Chamber has announced 
earlier this year that it is the national 
guarantor of the implementation 
of the system in the State of Qatar, 
as required by the international 
convention on the temporary 
admission of goods the presence of 
a national guarantor that guarantees 
customs duties and rights in the event 
of the return of goods temporarily 
entered.
The chamber organised a number 
of introduction workshops on the 
ATA Carnet system on a weekly basis 
in July to introduce the system and 
how to use it as well as the legal 
sides related to its implementation, 
the advantages and guarantees and 
how to deal with it, the mechanism of 
issuing the system, and the electronic 
registration. The workshops also 
touched on customs procedures and 
customs responsibilities and rights.
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Interview

Chairman of Qatar Chamber, 

“We have conquered the siege 

and our economy is strong”

Sheikh KHALIFA BIN JASSEM BIN MOHAMMED AL THANI, Chairman of Qatar 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said that Qatar has conquered the siege so 

“it is behind us”.

In an interview with Al Jazeera Net on the occasion of siege’s anniversary

Establishment of (18) thousand companies and (25) factories 
for meat and dairies during the siege

Qatari products continue to spread strongly in world markets
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In an interview with Al Jazeera 
Net on the occasion of siege’s 

anniversary, HE added that Qatar 
got out of such siege economically 
stronger and opened new areas 
of cooperation and partnerships, 
pointing out that the Qatari 
economy have shown steadfastness 
in the face of siege.
Chamber’s Chairman stressed that 
Qatar has faced the repercussions 
of the siege in a “fast and decisive” 
manner, and succeeded in securing 
the necessary needs for World 
Cup projects by boosting local 
production and finding new 
alternatives for importation.
Sheikh KHALIFA BIN JASSEM 
pointed out that the Qatari 
companies that had branches in 
the siege countries were dealt in an 
improper manner by closing their 
bank accounts and suspending their 
operations and projects, in addition 
to the difficulties and obstacles 
placed to them in liquidating their 
investments or receiving their 
profits.
HE pointed out that the food and 
agricultural production sectors 
witnessed significant growth during 
the siege year, where (25) factories 
for the production of meat and 
dairies as well as (6) factories for the 
production of juices and powdered 
milk were established. These are in 
addition to the launch of dozens of 
meat, vegetable and fruit trading 

companies.
In response to Al Jazeera Net 
questions, HE added that 
Qatar’s siege period witnessed 
the establishment of (18,000) 
companies in the Qatari market, 
confirming that the business 
climate in Qatar is still encouraging 
and attracting all investors.
HE also added, “The Qatari private 
sector played an active role during 
the siege and proved to be a true 
partner in economic development. 
It responded to the efforts made 
by Qatar Chamber since the first 

day of the siege in providing all 
goods and materials to the local 
market and importing alternatives 
for siege countries’ imports, thereby 
preventing the occurrence of any 
shortage or imbalance in the market. 
We saw many entrepreneurs’ 
tendency towards industry and 
entry into new industrial sectors, 
thus contributing to the provision 
of all food and other goods in an 
adequate manner. We also saw how 
the private sector strengthened 
cooperation with its counterpart 
in the brother and friend countries. 
It proved that it has deserved 
the attention and support of the 
wise leadership and esteemed 
government that spared no effort in 
providing all facilities and incentives 
for entrepreneurs and investors to 
increase their contribution to the 
growth and strengthening of its role 
in economic growth in general”.
Sheikh KHALIFA added, “During 
the year of siege, the Chamber 
signed more than (15) cooperation 
agreements with a number of 
similar chambers to enhance 
cooperation and encourage the 
Qatari entrepreneurs to cooperate 
and communicate with their 
counterparts in these countries”.
Qatar Chamber has succeed, through 
the visits organized for the Qatari 
business delegations to a number 
of countries in and out of the region, 
to open new horizons for the Qatari 
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companies with export destinations 
in alternative countries to siege 
ones in order to provide the Qatari 
market with its commodity needs. 
Qatar Chamber also expanded in 
finding new import destinations 
and carried out visits to Oman, 
Kuwait, Turkey, Pakistan, Jordan and 
other countries. These visits paved 
the way for deals and partnerships 
between the Qatari entrepreneurs 
and their counterparts in these 
countries.
Goods and products from these 
countries have contributed to the 
market stability since the first weeks 
of siege. The establishment of 
alliances between Qatari companies 
and others from such countries was 
also discussed to establish joint 
projects at the long term.
Qatar Chamber’s Chairman said 
that the Qatari economy has shown 
strength and steadfastness in the 
face of siege, and stressed that 
diversification of income sources is 
the way out of many crises.
Qatar Chamber’s Chairman also said, 
“The State of Qatar has conquered 
the siege so it is now behind us. 
It certainly got out therefrom 
economically stronger and opened 
up new areas of cooperation and 
economic partnership”.
At the same time, HE pointed 
out that hundreds of the Qatari 
companies filed complaints about 

Interview
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the harm caused to them as a result 
of the siege.
HE also stressed that the Qatari 
companies that had branches in 
the siege countries were dealt in an 
improper manner by closing their 
bank accounts and suspending their 
operations and projects, in addition 
to the difficulties and obstacles 
placed to them in liquidating their 
investments or receiving their 
profits.
HE added that there were fears 
at the beginning of the siege 
from affecting the infrastructure 
projects, especially the World Cup 
projects, “but we have faced the 
repercussions of this siege quickly 
and decisively”.

The Chamber signed more than (15) coop-
eration agreements during the siege year

The private sector played an active role 
during the siege and proved to be a true 

partner in development

On the other hand, Chairman of Qatar Chamber said that the countries of 
siege lost the market of Qatar as well as many contracts and projects that 
would have been concluded. They also lost large Qatari investments in 
these countries, represented in projects, companies, real estate and various 
investments.
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These agreements represent a basic 
guarantee for all Qatari investors 

including the Qatar investment Authority, 
economic entities, government-owned 
corporations and private companies on 
establishing investments in projects which 
are being implemented in other countries. 
His Excellency stressed on the key role 
played by the international mechanisms in 
safeguarding foreign investments worldwide, 

noting that all international organisations and 
agreements are keen on setting up unified rules 
to provide equal treatment for all investments  
Set up since 1965, the International 
Centre for the Settlement of Investment 
Disputes (ICSID) was established by the 
World Bank to settle disputes between 
foreign investors and the host country. 
Sheikh Thani said since its inception, 
the ICSID has settled more than 600 

Sheikh Thani Bin Ali:

ICSID an effective platform 
to protect foreign 

investments 

Qatar has signed more 50 bilateral agreements for safeguarding Qatari investments 
in other countries around the world, said Sheikh Thani bin Ali al Thani, member of 

the International Court of Arbitration of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC),  

Interview
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different cases including cases from 
Arab countries such as Jordan, Morocco, 
Algeria, Lebanon, Oman and Yemen. 
He said there is a plan to amend the principles 
of the centre submitted to ICSID by the end of 
the year. The rules were first set in 1967 and 
were later amended in 1978, 1984 and 2006. 
ICSID adopted many investment principles 
such as safeguarding investors’ rights, non-
discrimination between national and foreign 
investment, freedom of revenue transfer and 
avoiding any arbitrary measures.
The ICSID Convention Rules and Regulations 
were adopted in 1967, and the Additional 
Facility Rules in 1978.

There have been four rounds of rule changes 
following the adoption of the rules, the last 
of which entered into force in April 2006. 
Those amendments incorporated important 
improvements to the system, including:
strengthened disclosure requirements for 
arbitrators (Arbitration Rule 6(2), Article 13(2) 
of the Arbitration (Additional Facility) Rules);
a provision on the possibility to hold open 
hearings (Arbitration Rule 32(2), Article 39(2) 
of the Arbitration (Additional Facility) Rules);
expanded transparency provisions to publish 
awards as soon as possible (Arbitration 
Rule 48(4), Article 53(3) of the Arbitration 
(Additional Facility) Rules);
the opportunity for non-disputing parties 
to file submissions (amicus curiae briefs) 
(Arbitration Rule 37(2), Article 41(3) of the 
Arbitration (Additional Facility) Rules); and
the possibility for a respondent to obtain an 
early dismissal of a case due to manifest lack 
of legal merit (Arbitration Rule 41(5), Article 
45(6) of the Arbitration (Additional Facility) 
Rules).
These amendments have had far-reaching 
effects on the practice of investment 
arbitration, and have been widely emulated 
in the rules of other arbitral institutions, in 
newly negotiated investment treaties, and 
in parts of the Mauritius Convention and the 
UNCITRAL Rules on Transparency in Treaty-
based Investor-State Arbitration.
Current Process
ICSID launched the current amendment 
process in October 2016 and invited Member 
States to suggest topics that merited 
consideration. In January 2017, ICSID issued 
a similar invitation to the public inviting 
suggestions for rule amendments. The 
Secretariat has collected these comments 

and is preparing background papers on 
topics that have been identified for potential 
rule amendment. These background papers 
will explain the basis for a proposed change, 
note relevant considerations, and suggest 
the potential wording or structure of 
amendments. The Centre is publishing these 
papers on August 3, 2018.
There are several goals for this round of 
amendments. First, the changes are intended 
to modernize the rules based on case 
experience. Given ICSID’s administration 
of more than 650 cases, a number of 

lessons can be learned and they should be 
incorporated into the rules from time to 
time. Second, the amendments will make the 
process increasingly time and cost effective 
while maintaining due process and a balance 
between investors and States. Third, ICSID 
hopes that the rule amendments will make 
the procedure less paper-intensive, with 
greater use of technology for transmission of 
documents and case procedures.
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The exhibition, which will be held at Oman 
Convention and Exhibition Centre, will see the 

participation of about 200 Qatari companies.
Qatar Chamber and Qatar Development Bank 
also signed a strategic partnership agreement, 
to organise the exhibition this year. It was signed 
by Qatar Chamber’s Director General Saleh bin 

Hamad Al Sharqi and Abdul Aziz Al Khalifa, CEO of 
Qatar Development Bank.
Speaking at the media, Mohamed bin Ahmed 
bin Twar, Qatar Chamber First Vice-Chairman said 
that ‘Made in Qatar’ in its next edition aims to 
open new channels of communication between 
Qatari companies and their Omani counterpart.

‘Made in Qatar 2018’ 
expo in Oman: 200 companies to join

Qatar Chamber announced that the second edition of ‘Made in Qatar’ exhibition 
to be held outside Qatar, will open in Muscat, the capital city of Oman, during 

November 5-9, in cooperation with the Ministry of Energy and Industry and Qatar 
Development Bank.

during November 5-9

Exhibitions
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“It also aims at exchanging 
experiences with Omani companies 
in the industrial sectors as well as 
at introducing the Omani society 
to the Qatari product and opening 
up new foreign markets to Qatari 
companies in its various large and 
small industries.
He stressed that ‘Made in Qatar’ has 
been able to achieve great successes 
during the previous editions, 
especially the last edition, which 
was held in December last year, and 
saw the participation of 320 Qatari 
companies factories, along with 140 
owners of household handicrafts.
He called on all industrial sectors; 
heavy or small or medium industries, 
food, petrochemical and furniture 
to participate in the exhibition, 
adding that the QC will provide free 
exhibition space for participants and 
will provide all necessary support.
Al Kuwari pointed out that the 
industrial sector in Qatar has 
witnessed an unprecedented boom 
following the unjust siege imposed 
on the country. The private sector has 
been able to boost its investments 
and expand its activities in the field 
of manufacturing, he added.
In response to a question on the 
choosing Oman as a venue, Al 
Kuwari noted that strong economic 
relations between the private 
sectors in both countries was among 
the main reason for choosing to 
hold the exhibition in Oman.
He said the balance of trade 
between the two countries has 
made successive leaps in a short 
period, adding that Qatari business 
owners are also interested in 
exploring investment opportunities 
in the industrial sectors in Oman.
CEO of Qatar Development Bank 
(QDB) Abdulaziz bin Nasser Al Khalifa 
said that the upcoming edition 
of ‘Made in Qatar’ would enhace 
cooperation between the State of 
Qatar and the Sultanate of Oman, 
underlining the importance of the 
exhibition in acquainting Omani 
consumers and companies with 
the Qatari products and industries 
as well as the learning about that 

needs of the Omani market and 
exploring feasible opportunities in 
it.
He added that the exhibition in 
its next session in the Sultanate 
of Oman will represent a major 
economic forum that brings 
together Qatari companies from all 
industrial and productive sectors 
and businessmen from all countries 
in order to extend channels of 
communication and exploring 
future cooperation in various fields 
of trade.

Al Khalifa explained that the ‘Made 
in Qatar’ this year is an opportunity 
for the private sector in Qatar to 
activate its external role and give 
greater momentum to the growing 
economic process witnessed by 
the State of Qatar, as focus during 
this edition of the exhibition will 
be on the Omani market and the 
broad prospects for different Qatari 
industries.
The CEO of Qatar Development 
Bank (QDB) valued the strategic 
partnership between the two 
parties at Made in Qatar since its 
inception in 2009, stressing the 
Bank’s keenness to strengthen 
and support the Qatari industries 
through its efforts to develop the 
Qatari private sector and stimulate 
entrepreneurs.
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The event is slated from November 
5 to 9 at the Oman Convention 

and Exhibition Centre in Muscat. 
QC director-general and head of 
organising committee Saleh bin 
Hamad al-Sharqi said the ‘Made 
in Qatar’ 2018 Oman edition will 
be held in co-operation with the 
Ministry of Energy & Industry 
and Qatar Development Bank. 
“Preparations are on track,” said 
al-Sharqi, who noted that the 
chamber has started receiving 
sponsorships from Qatari 

companies and institutions. The 
firms, he continued, has requested 
for bookings at the event. 
The exhibition is expected to 
gather around 200 companies. 
Al-Sharqi said each participating 
company will be provided with a 
12sqm exhibition space at the event, 
which will cover a 10,000sqm area.  
“The chamber will also ensure the 
transportation and shipping costs 
of the participating companies 
to attract as many participants as 
possible, and to ensure the success 

of the exhibition,” al-Sharqi said. 
The chamber’s director-general 
also called on local companies 
and factories to participate in this 
year’s ‘Made in Qatar’ exhibition, 
which, according to al-Sharqi, is 
an opportunity to launch Qatari 
products in the Omani market. 
The event is also an opportunity for 
Qatari businesspersons to discuss 
and forge new partnerships with 
their Omani counterparts and other 
major investors and buyers in Oman, 
al-Sharqi added.

Large turnout of participants for 

‘Made in Qatar’ Oman edition

Qatar Chamber (QC) has recorded a large turnout of interested 
participants for the latest edition of ‘Made in Qatar’.

Saleh bin Hamad al-Sharqi :

Exhibitions

26

Is
su

e 
N

o.
 7

2 
- A

ug
us

t, 
Se

pt
em

be
r -

 2
01

8



During the meeting, Board 
Member of Qatar Chamber 

Mohamed bin Ahmed Al Obaidli, 
valued the growing trade relations 
between Qatari businessmen and 
their counterparts in Turkey.
He pointed out that the number of 
Turkish companies operating in the 
Qatari market is estimated at 330 
companies, which are concentrated 
in the sectors of contracting, 
infrastructure, construction and 
electrical works, and the volume of 
projects implemented by Turkish 
companies in Doha is about 
$11.6bn.
Al Obaidli added that the trade 
exchange between Qatar and 
Turkey, which reached about $1.3bn 
last year, reflects the desire of the 
private sector in the two countries 
to work together in the light of 
agreements and memorandums 
of understanding signed between 
the two sides which aimed at 
developing economic relations 
and boosting trade cooperation 
between the two countries.
The governor of the state Ali fuat 
Atik explained that Siirt is famous 

for tourism, food products, and 
other economic possibilities 
and commercial areas which will 
enable Qatari businessmen to form 
partnerships and alliances with their 
counterparts in Turkey in light of the 
countries’ potential.
 He stressed on  special interest of 
businessmen in Siirt to explore the 
investment opportunities available 
in the State of Qatar, especially at 
a time when Doha is witnessing 
remarkable development in many 
areas.
On the other hand, Qatar Chamber 
held a meeting with an Italian 
agricultural sector trade delegation, 
headed Roberto Moncalvo 
President of Coldiretti Association, a 
leading farmers union in Italy.
The meeting discussed ways to 
enhance cooperation between the 
Qatari and Italia private sector in the 
fields of agricultural and livestock 
production, feed production and 
food processing, in addition to 
introducing Qatari businessmen 
to the most important Italian 
agricultural products and reviewing 
the possibility of exporting them to 

the Qatari market.
Qatar Chamber Board Member, 
Mohammed bin Ahmed Al 
Obaidly, stressed the importance 
of exchanging visits between 
businessmen and investors 
from both countries to discuss 
opportunities for joint cooperation 
and establish trade alliances and 
to benefit from the attractive 
investment climate in both 
countries, expressing Qatar 
Chamber’s willingness to encourage 
the establishment of successful 
partnerships between private sector 
companies in both countries.
In turn, the head of the Italian 
delegation presented an overview 
of Coldiretti Association, which 
focusses on organizing the work 
of agricultural companies and 
providing farmers with machines, 
fertilizers and materials for 
agriculture, while working on 
harvesting and processing of crops, 
calling on the parties to make 
joint efforts to establish bilateral 
investments between the Qatari 
investors working in this area and 
their counterparts in Italy. 

Qatar Chamber held a meeting with a trade delegation from the Turkish 
state of Siirt headed by the governor of the state Ali fuat Atik to discuss 

the development of trade relations between businessmen from both sides.

Delegations

Qatar Chamber 
meets 
delegations 
from Turkey 
and Italy

www.qatarchamber.comwww.qatarchamber.com
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The workshop was held by Qatar 
Chamber in cooperation with the 

ICC Qatar and the General Authority 
of Customs to provide a platform for 
attendees to learn more on how to 
use the ATA Carnet.
The workshop organised on every 
Tuesday during the month of July 
which at the chamber’s headquarter 
to focus on benefits of using 
the system and mechanisms of 
implementation in Qatar.
The ATA Carnet is an international 

customs document that allows the 
duty-free and tax-free temporary 
import and export of goods for up 
to one year. The system is applied to 
import-export goods that will return 
to the country of origin within the 
period which is approved by customs 
authorities.
Earlier, the chamber has called upon 
all companies to register to attend 
these seminars and workshops via its 
website.
Addressing the workshop, director 

Seminar on ATA Carnet kicks 

off at Qatar Chamber

The first introductory seminar and workshop on ATA Carnet kicked 
off at the Qatar Chamber in the attendance of representatives 

of many private sector companies.

Seminars
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of legal affairs department at Qatar 
Chamber Abdul Aziz Al Kuwari 
lauded the close cooperation 
between Qatar Chamber and the 
General Authority of Customs to 
facilitate the implementation of the 
system in the country.
Al Kuwari delivered a presentation 
on the ATA Carnet and its benefits, 
noting that it will enhance Qatar’s 
position as a global investment 
destination and a world trade 
centre.

ATA Carnet will contribute 
to activating tourism sector, 
conferences and exhibition being 
held in the country, he pointed out.
He explained its definition, all 
legal-related issues as well as its 
advantages and how to issue the 
carnet in Qatar.
The most prominent features of 
the ATA Carnet is that it enables 
marketing representatives, 
exhibition participants and 
businessmen to make advance 
customs arrangements at a 
predetermined cost, visit several 
countries consecutively and use the 
ATA Carnet for several trips during 
its one-year validity.
The system facilitates and simplifies 
customs procedures across borders 
for exporters and importers using 
one document to complete all 
customs procedures in the 77 
countries that apply the ATA Carnet 
system.
It includes all types of goods and 

equipment, including commercial 
samples, professional equipment, 
and goods for fairs, exhibitions and 
entertainment events on condition 
that they will be returned to the 
country of origin within the period 
which is approved by customs 
authorities.
Expert of Origin Affairs at Qatar 
Chamber Ihab Rashad reviewed 
mechanism of issuing the Carnet, its 
contents, and how to fill in its fields 
as well as all procedures for export 
and re-export.
On his turn, the Customs Consultant 
at the General Authority of 
Customs Salah Al Sheikh discussed 
the customs procedures under 
the ATA Carnet, GAC’s rights and 
responsibilities.
He also reviewed procedures of 
entering of customs data via the 
Customs Clearance Single Window “ 
Al Nadeeb”, stressing the importance 
of entering genuine and correct 
information about export and re-
export goods.

Qatar Chamber is the national 
guarantor for the application of 
the ATA Carnet as The Convention 
On Temporary Admission (Istanbul 
Convention) required the provision 
of a national guarantor for the 
system.
The ATA Carnet doesn’t only reduce 
costs; it also facilitates customs 
clearance in both Qatar and foreign 
countries and is valid on multiple 
trips for up to one year.
It covers a broad range of goods 
including commercial samples such 
as jewelry, leather products, trade 
show booths and requirements, 
professional equipment, which 
includes broadcast equipment, 
audio and video equipment, 
cinematography, musical 
instruments, clothing, theater 
objects, seminar and meeting 
equipment, display and test 
equipment, repair and maintenance 
equipment and equipment 
for surgeons, archaeologists, 
entertainers, lecturers, athletes, etc.
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Reports

The total value of non-oil exports 
for last June reached QR 1655 

million compared to QR 794 million 
in June 2017, recording a increase of 
108%, the report shows.
The Chamber, in its report which 
was prepared based on certificates 
of origin issued by the Chambers 
Research & Studies Department 
and Member Affairs Department, 
pointed out about 2599 certificates 
of origin were issued in June 2018.
According to the report, Oman 
was Qatar’s top non-oil exports 
destination in June, accounting for 
QR 581.2 million or 35.1 percent of 
the total exports in the month.

It is followed by Holland with almost 
QR 236.6 million or 14.3 percent and 
Turkey with QR 155.8 million or 9.4 
percent.

Germany comes in the fourth place 
with almost QR 99.3 million or 6 
percent followed by Hong Kong 
with QR 88 million or 5.3 percent.
It is followed by Singapore, USA, 
China, India, and Indonesia.
June’s statistics shows that Qatar’s 
exports reached to 56 destinations 
including 10 Arab and GCC 
countries, 12 European countries 
including Turkey, 14 Asian countries 
(excluding Arab countries),  18 
African countries (excluding Arab 
countries) , 2 countries of North and 
South Americas.

The report shows that about 35.5  % 
of non-oil exports were received by 
the GCC with QR 587.3 million.
European countries including 
Turkey come in the second place. 
They imported QR 500 million which 

represents 30.2% of the total non-oil 
exports.

In the third place, Asian countries 
receiving QR 406.5 million or 24.6 
% of the total value. Arab countries 
excluding GCC countries came in 
the fourth place with total exports 
of QR 75 million or 4.5% of the total 
value.

They are followed by North America, 
African countries excluding Arab 
countries, and South America.
The total value of non-oil exports 
during the first six months of 2018 
reached QR 2118.2m in Jan, QR 
2165.4m in Feb, QR 1356m in March 
,QR 2270m in April ,QR 1905m in 
May, and QR 1655.4m in June .
The total value in the first half of 
2018 hit QR 11.5 billion.

The value of Qatar’s non-oil exports in the first half of 
2018  reached QR 11.5 billion compared to the first 

half of 2017 which amounted to QR 8.6 billion, registering 
an increase of 33.7%, according to the monthly report of 
Qatar Chamber on the foreign trade of the private sector.

QC: Qatar’s non-oil 

exports hit QR 11.5 bn  in 

the first half of 2018
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Commenting on the report, Qatar 
Chamber Director General Saleh bin 
Hamad al-Sharqi said that after one 
year of the unjust siege imposed 
on the state, the monthly data and 
statistics of our exports, which 
indicate the growing growth, confirm 
that the exports did not affected by 
this blockade.
Al-Sharqi pointed to the expansion 
of the list of markets receiving non-
oil exports in terms of number and 
volume of their imports, which is 
another proof of the quality of the 
products that constitute the strength 
of these exports.
He thanked all the trading partners 
of Qatar for the level of non-oil 
exports and the Qatari private sector 
companies which are the main 
driver in achieving this success and 
development in the value, size and 
quality of these exports.
He pointed out that the growth of 
non-oil exports during the first half 
of this year compared to the first half 
of the previous year by up to 34% 
confirms that the Qatari private sector 
did not affected by the blockade, 
but has achieved growth in exports 
during the siege compared to the pre-
siege period.
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