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Editorial

Khalifa Bin Jassim Bin 
Mohammed Al Thani
Qatar Chamber Chairmam

Devoting self-reliance 

By electing its sixth board of directors 
(2018 -2023), Qatar Chamber begins a 

new phase of its march with more focus on 
promoting a bigger role for the private sector 
in the economic process. The coming stage 
will devote the self-reliance in economy after 
the great success it achieved in the face of the 
unfair siege imposed on the country.
In fact, the siege stimulated the establishment 
of new projects in all sectors and reinforced 
the national production as a means to reduce 
the reliance on imports.

Qatar Chamber has been committed to 
representing and protecting interests of the 
private sector locally and globally. It exerted 
all possible efforts to eradicate all obstacles 
that may hinder the private sector to play its  
expected role in the economic process.
During the fifth council, Qatar Chamber’s board 
members sought to develop its work strategy 
to play a significant role in the economy in 
line with Qatar’s National Vision 2030 and to 
provide optimal services to its members. The 
chamber’s sectorial committees discussed the 
private sector-related issues and obstacles 
with concerned entities to fin appropriate 
solutions and delivered the private sector’s 
views to the government bodies to reach 
adequate solutions.  
Qatar Chamber also helped promote a greater 
role for the private sector in the economic 
process by giving inputs on legislation and 

laws relating to the private sector. It also has 
strengthened cooperation relations with all 
governmental entities and bodies as well as it 
attained an active presence in many regional 
and international forums and events. 
During its last council, the chamber significantly 
contributed to promoting and supporting local 
products throughout exhibitions it organises 
inside and outside the country.
In line with the technological advance, the 
chamber introduced many online services via 
its website.
The issuance of Law No 23 of 2017 was issued 
to amend some provisions of Law No 11 of 
1990 on the establishment of Qatar Chamber 
emphasises the wise leadership’s keenness 
on empowering the role of Qatar Chamber in 
the economic process and promoting private 
sector as a key partner in development. 
This confers greater responsibility on us to 
exert extra efforts towards the private sector. 
Our promise to you—the business community 
and our members—is that we will continue to 
look at new and better ways to serve you. The 
chamber promises all members to continue its 
supportive role to the private sector during the 
present council and to develop better business 
environment as well as solve obstacles facing 
businessmen. We also  will do our best to help 
the private sector to actively participate in the 
development reinsurance Qatar witnessing 
under the wise leadership of the Emir HH 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani. 
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Article

The law No. 8 of 2018 on industrial 
areas recently issued by His Highness 

the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani significantly enhances Qatar’s 
economic legislation and comes in line 
with its economic expansion strategy.
It also comes in the frame of the 
country’s efforts exerted to activate 
local industries and support local 
products, especially after the unfair 
siege which unexpectedly stimulated 
business sectors towards establishing 
more investments in industry sector.
Beyond any doubt, the new law regulates 
obtaining,  renting and allocating 
industrial land plots. Therefore, it will 
play a key role in attracting more local 
and foreign investments in industry, 
particularly in manufacturing industries 
which are stipulated in article No. (6) of 
the law. 

Moreover, it ensures transparency in 
allocating and distributing industrial 
lands among investors and developers 
through the Economic Areas Committee 
which stipulated in article No (9).
The committee shall be competent to 
study applications for industrial zone 
vouchers, express opinions, deliver 
recommendations to the Minister and 

propose conditions and regulations 
related to the allocation of  industrial 
land plots. It is also concerned to 
decide temporary waivers from rent 
to encourage investment in industry. 
It also is concerned to study all issues 
relating to industrial areas and forward 
recommendations to the Minister for 
appropriate decisions.

Furthermore, the law allows banks, 
listed companies and private institutions 
with public profit to establish industrial 
complexes inside industrial areas and 
rent them to investors from the private 
sector. This will contribute to providing 
more facilities for businessmen to 
establish various industrial enterprises.
Certainly, the diversification in local 
industries and the increase in local 
investment in industry will have a 
positive impact on local production and 
non-oil exports which witnessed rapid 
growth within the past few years and 
after the siege.

It is noteworthy that Qatar’s non-oil 
exports reached qr 8.4b during the 
first half of 2017, while in the second 
half during the siege they hit qr 9.6b 
registering an increase on 14%. 

Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi
Director General

Law on Industrial Areas 

Stimulates Investments
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The State of Qatar managed to 
overcome the repercussions of the 
unfair siege with full steadfastness 
and determination owing to the 
wise management and swift actions 
taken by all bodies led by the wise 
leadership and the government.  
The strength of the Qatari economy 
and the private sector were crucial 
factors in beating the siege.
Qatar Chamber also was a booster 
to the country in its fight against 
the siege. It adopted prompt 
responses in order to maintain the 
flow of goods and products. It has 
communicated with governmental 
bodies to discuss all challenges 
facing the private sector to find 
appropriate solutions.
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News

Qatar Chamber chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin Mohamed 
al-Thani said in a statement that the decision of the Ministry of 

Economy and Commerce (MEC) to remove from the local market all 
products originating from the siege countries runs parallel with the 
chamber’s demands to boycott all items and goods from the siege 
countries when it launched the motto ‘Qatar is Above the Blockade’ in 
October 2017.

This decision also goes in line 
with Qatar Chamber’s call 

for Qatari businessmen to stop 
importing the goods and items 
of the blockading countries ... 
these countries have cut their 
relationships with Qatar and 
closed their land, sea and air ports 
for Qatar. It is an unfair blockade 
that targeted the sovereignty and 
independence of the country and 
hampers its development and 
prosperity,” the statement said.
 
Sheikh Khalifa thanked all the 
government entities concerned 
on their cooperation with Qatar 
Chamber on the issues that pertain 
to Qatar’s private sector. 
He also expressed his 
appreciation for HE the Prime 

Qatar Chamber 
lauds MEC 
decision on 
removal of goods

Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser 
bin Khalifa al-Thani for his support to the private sector. 
He also urged local businessmen to keep investing in the industrial 
sector and to enhance national production in all fields, with more focus 
on industry to lessen the dependence on import of various goods. 
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Qatar Chamber of Commerce and Industry took part in the 
127th Session of the General Union of Arab Chambers held 

between 9-10 May in Algeria.

The Qatari delegation was led by Chairman of 
Qatar Chamber of Commerce and Industry, HE 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin Mohammed Al -Thani.
Delegations from 14 Arab countries participated 
in the meeting which highlighted many issues 
including activating trade among members, issuing 
a unified import certificate and providing a data 
base for labourers in Arab countries.

It also discussed mechanisms of activating 
electronic trade in the Arab world.
During the session, attendees agreed on a proposal 

presented by Qatar Chamber for the establishment 
of executives committee at the union. They agreed 
that both Qatar Chamber and Oman chamber 
would draft its statute, aims and work mechanisms.
On the sidelines of the meeting, the Algerian 
Prime Minister Ahmed Ouyahia reviewed 
enhancing cooperation ties during a meeting with 
representatives of Arab chambers
The meeting also discussed ways of activating the 
role of the Arab-foreign chamber in light of the 
recommendations issued during its recent meeting 
held last month in Brazil.

QC takes part in the 127th 
Session of General Union of 

Arab Chambers
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News

QC’s chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Jassem Al Thani and 

Chairman of General Authority of 
Customs HE Ahmed bin Abdullah Al 
Jamal attended the event.
Addressing the conference, Sheikh 
Khalifa said that Qatar’s formal 
accession to the Council as a full 
member which was announced  
May 9 came as a result of the 
lengthy negotiations conducted 
by Qatar Chamber and the General 
Authority of Customs for more 
than a year which is preceded by 
years of preparations and measures 
to provide the appropriate 
infrastructure for the system’s 
compliance in Qatar.
ATA Carnet is an international 
customs document that allows the 
duty-free and tax-free temporary 

import and export of goods for up 
to one year, he noted.
He pointed out that the system is 
applied to the import-export goods 
that will return to the country of 
origin within the period which is 
approved by the concerned custom 
authorities.
“The system facilitates and simplifies 
customs procedures for clearing 
goods and equipment going to 
participate in fairs, exhibitions and 
conferences without paying duties 
and taxes” he added.
ATA Carnet system will certainly 
boost Qatar’s position as a global 
investment destination and 
a leading business center, he 
explained, saying: “ It will also 
strengthen its preparations for 
hosting the 2022 World Cup and 

the other major international 
conferences and exhibitions,”
Sheikh Khalifa extended his thanks 
to the General Authority of Customs 
for its vigorous efforts and hard 
work with the chamber in this 
regard, noting that the constructive 
cooperation comes in the 
framework of their joint endeavors 
in various aspects to ensure the 
business community’s openness 
to global markets and enhance the 
private sector role in the economic 
process.
QC’s chairman said that the Chamber 
will organize regular seminars 
and workshops on the ATA Carnet 
system from next July to provide full 
awareness and knowledge on the 
system.
On his turn, Chairman of General 

The preparations for the implementation of the ATA Carnet which 
will take effect from August 1 have been completed, Qatar Chamber 

announced during a press conference held at its headquarter.

ATA Carnet to fortify Qatar’s 

position as global investment 

destination: QC’s chairman 
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Authority of Customs HE Ahmed 
bin Abdullah Al Jamal said that 
Qatar’s joining to the ATA Carnet 
Council would contribute to further 
simplifying customs procedures 
across borders and enhancing 
global trade from and to the country.
Underlining the key role played 
by the Authority in the inclusive 
economic development led by 
the wise leadership of the Emir HE 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, 
Al Jammal said that the General 
Authority of Customs is the country’s 
competent body to monitor entry 
and exit of goods, transportation 
means across customs borders  and 
the implementation of the relevant 
international legislation and 
agreements. 

He noted that the State of Qatar 
joined Istanbul Convention through 
decree No 18 of 2015.
All requirements for the 
implementation of the convention 
have been completed in 
cooperation with Qatar Chamber, 
he pointed out. 
He extended thanks to Sheikh Khalifa 
for the continuing cooperation 
in all joint initiatives between the 
chamber and the authority.
We are honoured that Qatar 
Chamber is the national issuing and 
guaranteeing association for the 
implementation of the ATA Carnet 
in Qatar, he added, saying it would 
facilitate procedures and ensure the 
country’s rights.
Director of legal affairs department 

at Qatar Chamber Abdul Aziz Al 
Kuwari  delivered a presentation 
about the ATA Carnet, explaining 
its definition, benefits, mechanisms 
and all information relating to its 
implementation.
Al Kuwari noted that the most 
prominent features of the ATA 
Carnet is that it enables marketing 
representatives, exhibition 
participants and businessmen 
to make advance customs 
arrangements at a predetermined 
cost, visit several countries 
consecutively and use the ATA 
Carnet for several trips during its 
one-year validity. 
“ATA Carnet contributes to 
facilitating customs procedures 
across borders and minimizing 
red tape requirements. It permits 
importers and exporters to use 
a single document to complete 
all customs procedures in the 77 
countries that apply the ATA Carnet 
system,” he added.
He said that the system includes 
all types of goods and equipment 
can be transported under the 
ATA Carnet including commercial 
samples, professional equipment 
and goods for fairs & exhibitions.
It is worth mentioning that Qatar 
Chamber is the national guarantor 
for the application of the  ATA Carnet 
since The Convention On Temporary 
Admission (Istanbul Convention) 
required the provision of a national 
guarantor for the system.
Al Kuwari pointed out that the 
ATA Carnet is a carnet for the 

international customs permitting 
the duty-free and tax-free temporary 
export and import of goods using 
unified procedures.
The carnet will contribute to 
facilitating the customs procedures 
which are normally required on the 
temporary importation for goods 
to Qatar, affirming that without this 
carnet, all customs procedures must 
be fulfilled.

Carnets apply to three broad 
categories: commercial samples, 
professional equipment, and goods 
for use at exhibitions and fairs.
The validity of carnet is one year 
for commercial samples, while  
professional equipment and goods 
for fairs and exhibitions is six 
months. 
The ATA Carnet doesn’t only reduce 
costs; it also facilitates customs 
clearance in both Qatar and foreign 
countries and is valid on multiple 
trips for up to one year. It covers a 
broad range of goods including 
commercial samples such as jewelry, 
leather products, trade show booths 
and requirements, professional 
equipment, which includes 
broadcast equipment, audio and 
video equipment, cinematography, 
musical instruments, clothing, 
theater objects, seminar and 
meeting equipment, display and test 
equipment, repair and maintenance 
equipment and equipment 
for surgeons, archaeologists, 
entertainers, lecturers, athletes, etc. 
, Al Kuwari added.
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During her address to WATAC, 
Sheikha Tamader noted that the 

State of Qatar’s formal accession to 
the Council as a full member came as 
a result of the lengthy negotiations 
conducted during the previous 
sessions with WATAC leadership 
and council members adding that 
the ATA Carnet plays an important 
role towards advancing the cause 
of free trade as a mechanism 
of trade facilitation. She further 
noted that world trade is facing 
momentous challenges nowadays, 
with protectionist policies on 
the rise again and the State of 
Qatar’s accession to the Council 
is a testimony to its adherence to 
free trade, and to its belief in the 

importance of the free movement 
of goods and services around the 
world. 
The ATA Carnet is an international 
customs document permitting the 
duty-free and tax-free temporary 
import and export of goods for up 
to one year. The most prominent 
features of the ATA Carnet is to 
enable marketing representatives, 
exhibition participants and 
businessmen to make advance 
customs arrangements at a 
predetermined cost; visit several 
countries consecutivley and use the 
ATA Carnet for several trips during 
its one-year validity. The system 
facilitates and simplifies customs 
procedures across borders for 

exporters and importers using one 
document to complete all customs 
procedures in the 77 countries 
that apply the ATA Carnet system. 
Qatar Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry is the national guarantor 
for the application of ATA Carnet.
Sheikha Tamadar pointed out that 
Qatar Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry will organize introductory 
seminars and workshops aimed 
towards potential ATA Carnet 
holders and the business 
community as well as coordinate 
with the General Customs Authority 
regarding the implementation of 
the ATA Carnet system, noting that 
it will take effect starting from the 
1st of August 2018.

Sheikha Tamadar Al Thani, Director of International Relations and Chambers’ Affairs at 
Qatar Chamber and the International Chamber of Commerce Qatar, announced that 

Qatar has officially joined the World ATA Carnet Council (WATAC) during her participation 
in the Council meeting held by the International Chamber of Commerce’s World Chambers 
Federation on the 9th of May 2018 in Xi’an, China. 

News

Qatar officially joined the World ATA Carnet Council

Implementation of ATA 

Carnet system in Qatar from 

1 August 2018
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This revealed during the 
chamber’s general assembly 

meeting hold last week in the 
presence of members of Qatar 
Society for Rehabilitation of Special 
Needs (QSRSN) headed by Khalid Al 
Shuaibi as well as 40 people with 
disabilities.

Sheikh Khalifa noted that the 
chamber strongly urges local 
companies to recruit trained and 
qualified people with special needs 
in appropriate jobs.
HE announced that the chamber 
will bolster communication and 
coordination with  the QSRSN to 
bridge it with the private sector 
institutions and companies to 
enable members find appropriate 
jobs.
Addressing the chamber’s GAM 
QSRSN’s member Khalid Jassim 

informed attendees on its activities 
and objectives, urging businessmen 
to recruit people with special needs 
in their businesses.
Khalid Jassim said that the 
committee managed to recruit 
many of them in several private 
institutions and companies over 
the past few year, expressing his 
thank to QC chairman and general 
directors for their continued support 
to the committee, assuring that the 
chamber helped many cased to find 
appropriate jobs.
The committee provides training 
for the people with special needs 
and most of them are graduated 
from universities, affirming that 
they were interested in attending 
the Qatar Chamber’s GAM to display 
their skills on its members wishing 
to recruit them in their businesses, 
he added.

On his part, QC board member 
Mohamed Al Ahbabi said that 
recruiting people with special 
needs is a duty that stems from the 
social responsibility of companies, 
expressing his readiness to recruit 
some of them in his companies.
QC’s board member Mohamed 
Gohar Al Mohamed called for 
supporting  initiatives of recruiting 
people with special needs.
Qatar Chamber’s director general 
Saleh Al Shaqri said the chamber’s 
initiative comes in the frame 
of its leading role in the social 
responsibility and its keenness on 
merging people with disabilities 
in labour market, noting that the 
chamber organised many training 
programs for this purpose.
The chamber will dedicate one of its 
staff to coordinate with the QSRSN 
to help it reach local companies. 

QC adopted initiatives to adopt 

people with disabilities  in 

private sector institutions

Qatar Chamber’s chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani reiterated the 
chamber’s interest in supporting initiatives aiming at qualifying and recruiting 

people with disabilities  in private sector institutions and companies.
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News

Qatar Chamber’s elections  has ended on Wednesday May 30, 2018 
by electing a new board of directors chaired by HE Sheikh Khalifa 

bin Jassem bin Mohamed Al Thani at La Cigale Hotel.

Qatar Chamber’s GAM 

elected new board 

attended the GAM including 457 members and 7575 by proxies 8032

HE Sheikh Khalifa elected chairman, bin Twar 
as first vice chairman and Al Athba as second 
vice chairman

Agenda’s items approved by the GAM 

Chairman: Private sector will be fully behind 
the leadership

New council represents head-start 

towards devoting the self-reliance
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The sixth council of the chamber 
(2018 -2022) was announced 

on the sidelines of the second 
meeting of its general assembly 
which was held in the presence of 
its board members, the director-
general, number of businessmen 
and members.
The Supervising Committee of the 
Elections chaired by Helal Mohamed 
al Kholaifi announced the winners 
after the general assembly meeting.
According to the committee, 17 
members were elected by the 
members of the Chamber out of 
19 candidates representing trade, 
contracting, industry services, 
agriculture, banking, investment, 
tourism and insurance sectors.
In contracting sector, four candidates 
declared winners including 
Mohamed Ahmed Mohamed Ali al 
Obaidli, Nasser Sulaiman Haider al 
Haider, Mohamed Sultan Mohamed 
Al Jaber and Adel Abdul Rahman Al 
Mannai .
All candidates of banking, 
insurance, agriculture, services 
and contracting sectors won by 
acclamation. They are Ali Abdul Latif 
al Misnad in services sector, Sheikh 
Hamad bin Ahmed bin Abdulla al 

Thani in tourism sector, Mohamed 
Ahmed Khalifa al Twar al Kuwari in 
agriculture sector, Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Jassim bin Mohamed al Thani in 
insurance, Rashid Nasser al Kaabi in 
banking.
Voting took place in trade and 
industry sectors. Five candidates 
were elected out of six in trade 
sector. Winners are Mohamed 
Mahdi Ajayan al Ahbabi 6045, 
Rashid Hamad Hazza al Athba 
6250 votes, Khaled Khlefeekh al 
Hajri 6436 votes, Mohamed Gohar 
al Mohamed 6045 votes and 
Abdulrahman Abdul Jaleel Abdul 
Ghani 6045 votes, whereas Shaheen 

Mohamed Lahdan al Mohannadi 
who didn’t win got 1051 votes.
In industry sector, there were four 
voters, three of them were elected. 
Winners are Ebtihaj Mohamed 
al Ahmadani 6045 votes , Abdul 
Rahman Abdulla al Ansari 6045 
votes, and Khaled Jabor Sultan al 
Kuwari 6045, where Mishaal Nasser 
Hamad al FuhaidaAl Hajri who didn’t 
win got 1051 votes.
The new board of directors held a 
meeting after the announcement in 
which
HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassem Al 
Thani was selected the chairman, 
while Mohamed bin Twar and 
Rashid Al Athba were chosen vice-
chairmen.
The meeting of the general 
assembly discussed a report on the 
activities of QC during 2017. It also 
discussed the audit report of 2017 
and ratified the budget of 2018.
Number of attendees reached 
8032 including 457 members, 7575 
members by proxies. 
Addressing the attendees, HE Sheikh 
Khalifa said that 2017 was filled with 
events where QC tried to promote a 
bigger role for the private sector in 
the economy. It continued its efforts 
in giving opinion on legislation 
and laws, studying obstacles facing 
the private sector and suggesting 
appropriate solutions. It continued 
to promote national products,, 
conducting economic studies 
and questionnaires as well as 
strengthening business relations 
among Qatari businessmen and 
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News

their counterparts in all world 
countries.
Sheikh Khalifa noted that the past 
year the law No 23 of 2047 was 
issued to amend the law No 11 
of 1990 on the establishment of 
the chamber. These amendments 
emphasized the leadership’s 
keenness in empowering the 
private sector to be a key partner in 
the economic process.

In 2017, the State of Qatar witnessed 
an unfair siege imposed by three 
Gulf countries which aimed to 
undermine its sovereignty and 
dignity, he noted, assuring that all 
these conspiracies failed to affect 
Qatar’s economy. 
He stressed that the siege didn’t 
not affect the Qatari economy, 
especially that Qatari businessmen 

and companies are enjoying 
outstanding relations with suppliers 
from around the world. He added 
that the flow of goods needed by 
the Qatari market will continue 
without any obstacles. He said that 
the efforts being made by the State 
of Qatar to localise more industries 
and encourage investment in small 
and medium industries, whether 
through local investors or by 
attracting foreign investment, will 
play a major role in boosting local 
production of various commodities 
and in reducing imports. 

QC has communicated with the 
businessmen since the first day of 
the siege to find new alternatives for 
the importation of commodities, he 
said, adding that it also coordinated 
with various concerned government 

agencies and formed specialised 
committees to tackle all obstacles 
in order to ensure the continuous 
flow of goods from abroad without 
interruption.
He noted that the chamber has 
motivated businessmen to enter into 
new sectors and industries through 
organising “Made In Qatar” expo as 
well as organising business visits to 
Arab and foreign countries with a 
view to exploring new markets and 
establishing mutual investments.  
The chamber also received a number 
of Arab and foreign business 
delegations willing to enter into the 
Qatari market.
His Excellency added, this year, 
QC has developed its services by 
providing a number of e-services to 
help undergo the biggest number 
of procedures through the internet 
making to save the members time 
and effort.
He also reviewed the achievements 
made by the fifth council of the 
board 2014-2018 in line with the 
National Vision 2030.
He extended his sincere thanks 
to the Emir HH Seikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani for his continuing 
support for the private sector. He 
also thanked HE Sheikh Abdulla bin 
Nasser Al Thani, the Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior for his 
support to the chamber’s efforts 
aiming at enhancing the private 
sector in the economic process.
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Conferences

Qatari-Jordanian 

Economic Meeting

Begins in Amman

A number of businessmen from 
both countries participated in 

the meeting, in the presence of HE 
Jordan’s Minister of Industry Trade 
and Supply Eng. Yarub Qudah.
HE Chairman of the Qatar Chamber 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin 
Mohammed Al -Thani said that 
the private sector should work on 
the strong ties between the two 
countries to enhance cooperation 
in various sectors of the business 
to build real economic partnerships 

that reflect the strength of existing 
relations and meet the ambition of 
the two brotherly peoples.
He noted that the visit of the Qatari 
business delegation to Jordan 
comes within the desire of the 
private sector in both countries to 
strengthen the existing relations 
between them and transfer them to 
higher levels of cooperation, which 
will affect the Qatari and Jordanian 
economies and meet the ambitions 
of investors in both countries.

He added that the Qatari economy 
continued despite the unjust 
blockade imposed on the State of 
Qatar since the fifth of last June, 
achieving good growth rates, and 
that the conditions of the blockade 
forced the private sector to enter 
new productive projects, especially 
in sectors such as food security, 
which resulted in many investment 
opportunities which could attract 
the attention of Jordanian investors.
HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin 

The Qatari-Jordanian Economic Meeting began today in Amman, 
Jordan, to discuss ways and means of enhancing cooperation in 

various fields, including health and tourism sectors.
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Mohammed Al -Thani appreciated 
the keenness of the Jordanian 
private sector to continue to 
supply the Qatari market with food 
commodities since the beginning of 
the unjust siege on Qatar and until 
now, where Jordanian products, 
agricultural commodities and 
food products have continued to 
flow to the Qatari market by air, 
sea, and all possible ways, which 
contributed positively to breaking 
the unjust siege, and reflected 
the close relationship between 
businessmen in both countries, 
expressing confidence that this 
meeting will open more broad 
prospects for cooperation between 
the two sides, and to conclude 
agreements between Qatari and 
Jordanian companies to promote 
trade exchange and raise it to higher 
levels.

He added that the investment 
relations between businessmen 
in both countries have witnessed 
rapid growth in recent years, where 
the number of Jordanian companies 
owned by 100% of Jordanian 
investors in the State of Qatar 
reached 127 by the end of 2017, 
while the number of Jordanian 
- Qatari companies operating in 
the State of Qatar is about 1340 
companies, bringing the total 
number of Jordanian companies 

and “ Jordanian -Qatari companies 
in Qatar reached 1470 companies.
He said that bilateral partnerships 
supported the growth of intra- 
trade, but the logistical conditions 
resulting from the unjust blockade 
negatively impacted the volume of 
trade, where the Qatari exports to 
Jordan declined by 30 percent in 
2017 to QR 563 million compared to 
QR 822 million in the previous year 
“But we are confident that the trade 
rates between the two countries will 
return to growth with higher rates in 
the coming years.”, he added. 

Jordan Chamber of Commerce (JCC) 
President Nael Al Kabariti stressed 
the keenness of the Jordanian 
private sector to extend bridges 
of partnership and coordination 
in addition to open new doors for 
economic cooperation with its 
Qatari counterpart, pointing to the 
role that can be played by the joint 
business council between the two 
parties in this regard.
Al Kabariti called for the need to 
discuss any obstacles that may 
stand in the way of developing 
Qatari-Jordanian trade relations 
and working as a team to face the 
economic challenges facing the two 
countries from the depth of their 
fraternal relations.
He expressed hope that the next 
phase will witness deep economic 

cooperation between the two 
sides, and that Qatari investments 
in Jordan will be strengthened in 
new sectors and benefit from the 
opportunities available in Jordan to 
support the national economy and 
help provide job opportunities for 
Jordanian labor.

On the sidelines of the meeting, the 
Qatar-Jordan Joint Business Council 
held its second meeting, which 
discussed mechanisms of trade and 
economic cooperation between 
the two countries in all sectors, 
especially the health, tourism, 
food, pharmaceutical industries, 
agriculture, alternative energy, 
telecommunications and others.
The meeting discussed the 
establishment of specialized 
committees to enhance cooperation 
between the two countries and 
enhance the potential for stimulating 
all bilateral trade, overcoming 
difficulties facing investors in both 
countries, providing all required 
information, data and consultations, 
and providing technical assistance 
to companies in both countries, 
in addition to the opening of new 
electronic channels facilitate the 
exchange of information necessary 
to enter into new partnerships, and 
support logistics and investment 
opportunities in the field of 
warehousing and industry. 
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Exhibitions

Around 250 exhibitors are 
expected to participate 

in this year’s exhibition, 
showcasing a wide range 
of local products in sectors 
such as fashion, jewelry, 
arts and crafts, food and 
beverages and many more.

The five-day event will 
be hosted at the Doha 
Exhibition and Convention 

Center, starting from Oct. 
14 -20, 2018 as part of the 
national program initiative 
for developing home based 
businesses , the “Made 
at Home” exhibition was 
launched by QDB in 2015 to 
support this sector, which 
will in return will contribute 
effectively to the local 
economy.
The exhibition aims at 

encouraging and supporting 
Qatari home-based 
entrepreneurs to develop 
their abilities and capabilities 
by offering them a unique 
opportunity to display their 
products and services to 
the local market by creating 
new marketing windows, 
which will contribute to 
the diversification of the 
national economy.

Qatar Development Bank (QDB), in collaboration with Qatar Chamber, 
NAMA Center and the Ministry of Administrative Development, Labor 

and Social Affairs announces the launch of its second edition of the “Made at 
Home” Exhibition.

Second Edition of ‘Made at 
Home’ Exhibition to Start 

in October
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“The second edition of the “Made 
at home” exhibition is organized 
as a continuation to the success 
of the exhibition in its first year 
and serves as a purpose to greater 
participation of home-based 
businesses,” QDB CEO Abdulaziz 
Al-Khalifa said.

“The ‘Made at Home’ exhibition, 
in its second edition, is launched 
after the remarkable success of its 
first edition, which witnessed the 
participation of 144 local home-
based businesses. The event 
targeted a variety of sectors which 
were art crafts, technologies, food 

and beverage, jewelry with total 
sales reaching QR 2.5 million. The 
exhibition was attended by more 
than 15,000 visitors.

“Due to the pivotal role the home-
based business play and the 
significant impact they have in 
contributing to the development 
of the national economy, QDB 
will continue to support and 
empower these businesses, 
enhance entrepreneurs’ skills, 
improve levels of production and 
provide them with market access 
opportunities to transform these 
businesses into larger enterprises 
in the near future.

“This exhibition offers home-
based businesses a unique 
opportunity to display and 
sell their products, create new 
marketing and distribution 
channels, exchange experiences 
with other home-based business 
owners who are involved in a 
range of specialized fields, and 
showcase their projects on a wide 
scale,” Al-Khalifa added.
Qatar Chamber’s Director 
General Saleh bin Hamad Al 
Sharqi affirmed the chamber’s 

keen interest on supporting the 
home-based entrepreneurs as 
a significant component of the 
national economy, pointing out 
that the chamber has helped 
them participate in a number 
of exhibitions, such as “Made in 
Qatar,” in which more than 140 
productive families showcased 
their products.

Al Sharqi expressed his hope that 
the second edition of the expo 
will achieve its objectives and 
contribute to developing skills 
and capacities of home-based 
entrepreneurs.
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Delegations

Chairman of QC HE Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Jassim bin Mohammed Al-

Thani, said that the trade, economic 
and investment cooperation 
between the State of Qatar and 
the United States has reached 
high levels during the past period, 
especially after the economic tour 
which has achieved great success 
in strengthening the cooperation 
relations between the private sector 
of Qatar and the US.

He added that the volume of 
trade exchange between the two 
countries has doubled over the 
past few years to reach about USD 
6 billion in 2017, which makes the 
United States one of the Qatar’s 
biggest trading partners, pointing 

that there are many mutual 
investments on both sides. He 
expected that the future will witness 
an abundance of opportunities 
for cooperation between the two 
parties, as well as more promising 
partnerships.

He also voiced QC’s welcoming of 
the activity of more US investments 
and companies in the Qatari market, 
urging both sides to enter into 
partnerships and trade alliances 
that benefit the economies of the 
two friendly countries, especially 

QC Discusses Empowering 
SMEs with US-Qatar 
Business Council

Qatar Chamber held a meeting today with some members of the US-Qatar 
Business Council, currently visiting Doha lead by Chairperson of the council HE 

Ambassador Anne Patterson. The two sides discussed means to promote economic 
and trade cooperation in addition to supporting and developing small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs)
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at the level of small and medium 
enterprises.
HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin 
Mohammed Al-Thani stressed that 
the State of Qatar, despite the one 
year siege, has managed to achieve 
significant economic growth and to 
continue to set up major projects at 
the same pace. In the meantime, the 
past period has seen the issuance 
of new laws and the introduction 
of major amendments to many 
existing legislation in order to 
attract and promote domestic and 
foreign investments, which helped 
to increase the competitiveness 
of the national economy, and 
contributed to attract more 
investments to the State.
Chairperson of the US-Qatar 
Business Council Ambassador Ann 
Patterson said that the Council 
seeks to strengthen the relations 
of cooperation and partnership 
between the private sector in 
both countries by building a 
foundation for a strong partnership 
between the State of Qatar and 
the US, facilitating trade initiatives, 
exploring possible investment 
opportunities and strengthening 
economic ties between the two 
countries. she added that the 
Council expects volume of trade 
exchange between Qatar and US, 
to double in the coming phase, 
especially that Qatar’s economic 
policies have removed restrictions 
on foreign investment and will open 
more financial and investment 
opportunities and provide more 
jobs.
She added, in remarks, that the 
Qatari economy is performing well 
despite the current circumstances, 
citing the IMF’s recent report and 
its praising of the results achieved 
by the country’s economy and its 
ability to overcome the negative 
effects of the siege imposed on the 
country.
Patterson revealed that there 
is increasing interest from US 
companies in investment in Qatar’s 
energy sector, especially after Qatar 
has announced that it will increase 

its LNG production from 77 million 
to 100 million tonne in the coming 
period, in addition to the desire of 

the US side to develop cooperation 
with Qatar in the financial field and 
with small and medium enterprises. 
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Delegations

Qatar and Greece enjoy good 
and friendly relations. They 

have developed their relations at 
all levels. There is a keen interest 

from both countries to further 
strengthen their relations to 
broader horizons,” he noted
This came during the Qatari-

Greek Business Forum held at 
the chamber’s venue on Monday 
May 7, 2018 in the presence of the 
vice chairman HE Mohamed bin 
Ahmed bin Twar and number of 
the chamber’s board members.
The Greek delegation was headed 
by Panagiotis Mihalos and the 
Greek ambassador to Qatar HE. 
Mr. Constantinos Orphanides.

Sheikh Khalifa said that  the 
trade exchange volume between 
both countries is still under 
expectations, noting  it reached 
last year only $100 million. He 
expressed  his  eagerness  to see 

Qatar and Greece to boost trade 
volume, says Sheikh Khalifa

Chairman of Qatar Chamber HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al-Thani praised the strong 
relations between the State of Qatar and Greece. 
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some improvement on this front.
There are many Qatari investment 
in Greece in energy, tourism, 
hospitality and real estate sectors, 
he added.

Sheikh Khalifa pointed out that 
here are several Greek companies 
operating in the Qatari market 
in many sectors, particularly in 
construction.

He expressed the chamber’s 
support for the  establishment 
of more  business alliances and 
partnerships between the Qatari 
companies and their Greek 
counterparts.

On his part, head of the Greek 
delegation said that the object of 
this visit is to enhance economic 
and business cooperation 
between both countries, noting 
that the delegation comprises 
several companies that are willing 
to enter into the Qatari market.

Panagiotis Mihalos commended 
the historic relation that tie Greece 
with the Arab world especially 
with Qatar, affirming that it should 
reflect on the trade exchange 
between Qatar and Greece.

He noted  that his country has 
successfully overcome the 
financial crisis and witnessed 

growth in many economic fields.
The Greek ambassador extended 
his thanks to Qatar chamber 
for hosting the event, noting 
that both countries’ economies 
managed to defeat all challenges.

He said: “It is the time for both 
countries’ business community to 
establish genuine partnerships at 
all economic and trade sectors”
The Greek delegation delivered a 
presentation on the investment 
opportunities available in energy, 
logistics, tourism, real estate and 
food processing sectors.
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Delegations

The meeting discussed ways 
to boost the cooperation 

between Qatari and Chinese 
companies in the field of 
agricultural production as well as 
bringing agricultural products to 
the Qatari market.

Vice-Chairman of QC, Mohammed 
bin Ahmed bin Twar reviewed 
Qatar’s efforts in the field of food 
security and its accomplishments 
in this regard according to plans 
to achieve self-sufficiency and 
reduce reliance on imports. He 
pointed out that the business 
sector in the People’s Republic 
of China is an important trading 
partner for the Qatari private 
sector, with excellent relations at 

all levels.
For his part, Wang Zhiahou 
said that there is an interest in 
strengthening cooperation with 
the Qatari side in all fields, noting 
that China is ready to export many 
agricultural products to the State 

of Qatar, in accordance with the 
highest quality requirements at 
reasonable prices, especially with 
the opening of sea lines directly 
with China recently, which 
facilitated the transportation of 
Chinese products to Doha. 

QC Discusses Ways to Boost 
Agricultural Cooperation with 
Chinese Delegation

The Qatar Chamber held a meeting today with a visiting Chinese trade delegation, 
headed by the Director of Foreign Trade in Yunnan Province, Wang Ziahou.

24

Is
su

e 
N

o.
 7

1 
- J

un
e,

 Ju
ly

 - 
20

18



Pakistan keen on brining labourers to Qatar

The delegation was led by Director General of the 
National Vocational and Technical Training Commission 
(NAVTTC)  at Pakistan’s ministry of labour Muqeem Islam.
The meeting reviewed cooperation relations between 
Qatari and Pakistani companies in bringing labourers to 
Qatar.

QC’s assistant general-director for government and 
international relations Ali Bu Sherbak Al Mansouri said 
that Qatar and Pakistan have strong relations and a 
growing trade exchange.
He praised the Pakistani labourers working in Qatar, 
terming them as dedicated and skilled.
Al Mansouri noted that the Qatari market in open for 
more skilled labourers at all sectors especially in light 
with the economic expansion Qatar witnessing .
In turn, the head of Pakistani delegation expressed 
his hope that Pakistan sends more labourers to Qatar, 
affirming that his country is interested in providing 
appropriate training and qualification to laboureres 
through several specialized institutes in industry and 
technology sectors.

Qatar Chamber hosted a Pakistani trade delegation comprising 
of representatives of 25 recruitment companies.

QC discusses cooperation relations with Malaysia

This revealed during a meeting 
hosted in the chamber venue 

with a Malaysian business delegation 
headed by deputy CEO of Malaysia 
External Trade Development 
Corporation “MATRADE” Dato 
Wan Latif Wan Musa including 
representatives of 18 companies 
specialised in food security and 
building materials sectors.
QC’s board member Mohamed Bin 
Ahmed Al Obaidli also was present.
Bin Twar noted that there are ample 
opportunities of cooperation 
between both parties, particularly 
that the investment climate in 
Qatar is set for attracting more 
investments.
“Malaysia is a strategic trade partner 
to Qatar. Qatar Chamber is ready 
to provide the visiting delegation 
with needed information to assist 

Malaysian businessmen learn about 
the available opportunities in 
Qatar”, he added.
Food security and building materials 
are vital sectors in Qatar, he noted.
On turn, head of the Malaysian 
delegation said that this visit comes 
in the frame of the cooperation 
agreements signed between both 
countries last October, noting 
that exports between them have 
improved.

Al Obaidli said that Qatar’s economy 
is steadily growing despite the siege 
imposed on the country one year 
ago.
He noted that Qatar has managed to 
achieve many milestones during the 
siege including opening new marine 
lines with several friend countries, 
affirming that the partnership 

between public and private sector 
has contributed to mitigating the 
repercussions of this siege.
Al Obaidli emphasized the 
chamber’s encouraging  to 
Malaysian companies to enter into 
the Qatari market through business 
partnerships with their Qatari 
counterpar t .
There are a multitude of 
opportunities in SMEs sector, he 
a d d e d .

Qatar and Malaysia enjoy stron relations at all levels, Qatar Chamber vice chairman 
Mohamed bin Ahmed bin Twar said  that the Qatari market highly welcomes more 

partnerships and alliances between Qatari and Malaysian companies.
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Delegations

Talking to Qatar Tribune on the 
sidelines of a meeting between 

a large trade delegation from 
South Africa and members of Qatar 
Chamber in Doha, Moosa said there 
was an almost 70 percent increase 
in exports from South Africa to 
Qatar in the 11-month period after 
the blockade, compared to the 
corresponding period before the 
siege. 
“The increase has been mainly 
witnessed in food products, 
machineries and iron and steel 
products,” the envoy noted. 
South African exports to Qatar 
increased from $104.05 million 
in 2016 to $155.5 million in 2017, 
according to a data provided during 
the meeting. 
While there is a marked increase in 
exports from South Africa to Qatar 
on year-on-year basis, the envoy 

said, it has increased sharply in the 
post-blockade period. 
The increase in exports has 
helped South Africa immensely in 
narrowing the trade gap between 
the two countries, the envoy said.
According to the data, South Africa’s 
trade deficit with Qatar decreased 
from $240.5 million in 2016 to $50.4 
million in 2017. 

Besides growth in trade between 
the two countries, Moosa said, 
there is an immense scope for 
strengthening ties in the area of 
investment. 
“South Africa requires foreign 
investments worth billions of dollars 
to develop its energy sector. We see 
Qatar as a potential investor since 
the country has both financial and 
technical means to support us in 
this vital sector,” the envoy said. 

As South Africa has decided to 
increase the share of gas in its energy 
mix from the current 3 percent to 
23 percent in the near future, the 
envoy said, Qatar can benefit a lot 
by investing in this important sector 
in the long-run. 
“South Africa is also planning to 
enter into talks with Qatar for 
buying LNG to achieve its goal of 
increasing the share of gas in its 
energy mix. South African energy 
minister is expected to visit Qatar 
next month to initiate talks in this 
regard. Seeking Qatar’s support in 
developing LNG receiving terminals 
will also be high on agenda during 
the visit,” Moosa said. 
Moosa also revealed that a high-
level delegation from Doha would 
be visiting South Africa this year to 
look for investment opportunities in 
various economic sectors. 

South Africa ideal destination 
for Qatari investors:
Qatar Chamber

South Africa has recorded a sharp increase in its exports to Qatar since the 
economic blockade was imposed on the country in June last year, South 

Africa’s Ambassador to Qatar HE Faizel Moosa said. 

South African exports to Qatar rise 70%

26

Is
su

e 
N

o.
 7

1 
- J

un
e,

 Ju
ly

 - 
20

18



Qatar Chamber led by Vice 
President Mohammed 

bin Ahmed bin Twar, met with 
delegations from Ghana and the 
Netherlands, and discussed ways 
to boost trade and investment with 
the both countries. 
The Ghanaian delegation was 
headed by the Minister of Finance 
Ken Ofori-Atta, who said his 
country’s economy is developing 
rapidly and is open to all foreign 
investments.
Ken invited Qatari businessmen to 
visit Ghana to explore various trade 
opportunities.
The meeting was attended by 
R. Grant, President of the Ghana 
Investment Authority and HE 
Emmanuel Enos, Ambassador of 
Ghana to Qatar.
“Qatar is keen to promote 
investment in Africa in general for 
its natural resources, fertile lands 

and minerals, “he said, adding that 
Ghana has enormous potential for 
Qatari entrepreneurs to invest in.
Ghana is an ideal destination for 
Qatari investments, Ken noted.
Twar said that Qatar has made 
significant progress in terms of food 
security, especially during the siege 
period.
“Qatari investors are interested in 
exploring areas of cooperation with 
their counterparts in Ghana, “he 
said.
“The Ghanaian government is 
focused on creating a sustainable 
and stable economy that attracts all 
foreign investment into the country, 
“said R Grant.
“The private sector in Ghana is keen 
to form partnerships with Qatari 
counterpart.”
He said that opportunities galore 
in the fields of infrastructure, 
agriculture, tourism, banking, 

mining, oil and gas, transport and 
logistics.
Meanwhile, Twar recently received 
a delegation from Holland and said 
Qatar and the Netherlands have 
a strong relationship, noting that 
Qatari business owners are keen 
to explore the business climate 
in the Netherlands and enhance 
cooperation with Dutch firms.
He pointed out that the Qatari 
market is open to Dutch companies 
and is ready to establish partnerships 
and business alliances.
The delegation discussed 
opportunities for cooperation 
between Qatari and Dutch 
businessmen in the fields of 
agriculture, food security and 
t o u r i s m .
The Netherlands has achieved 
remarkable progress in agriculture 
using the latest advanced 
technology.

Qatar to boost trade ties 
with Ghana, Holland

South Africa has recorded a 
sharp increase in its exports 

to Qatar since the economic 
blockade was imposed on 
the country in June last year, 
South Africa’s Ambassador to 
Qatar HE Faizel Moosa said. 
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He noted that their trade volume 
reached last year $ 187m, while 

it hit $102m in 2013.
This was revealed during a meeting 
hosted by the chamber with a trade 
mission from Czech led by chairman 
in foreign section in Czech chamber 
of commerce Ilja Mazanek.
Junior deputy minister of foreign 
affairs of the Czech Republic for 
section of Non-European countries, 
economic and development 
Ivan Jancarek and non-resident 
Ambassador of the Czech Republic 
HE Martin Dvorak were present in 
the meeting.
This growth in trade volume 
encourages businessmen from 
both countries to look for profitable 
investment opportunities and 
establish trade alliances and joint 
ventures, bin Twar pointed out.
Underlining Qatar’s economy 
strength, QC’s vice chairman 
said that despite the unfair siege 
imposed on the country, it managed 

to achieve positive growth rates 
last year. It overcame all negative 
impacts, while its GDP grew by 2% 
in 2017 with a forecast to raise with 
2.8% in the current years according 
to reports of the World Bank.
He said that the siege prompted the 
private sector to intensify internal 
investments and establish new 
productive enterprises at all sectors 
particularly in food security and 
building materials.
There are ample investment 
opportunities in which both 
countries’ businessmen can 
cooperate. Czech companies are 
welcomed to participate in the 2022 
World Cup projects, he noted.
Qatar proceeds ahead in its 
strategic plans, particularly in 
economic diversification to achieve 
its National Vision 2030. Outwards 
investments is one pillar of the 
economic diversity plans.
Czech is full of promising investment 
opportunities which attract Qatari 

businessmen. This requires further 
cooperation among both countries 
businessmen for the advantage of 
building economic alliances that 
serve both economies, he added.
On his part, Ivan Jancarek said that 
the good relations that tie Qatar 
and Czech serve as starting point 
to enhancing trade between the 
private sector in both countries.
Czech businessmen are interested 
in establishing investments in Qatar, 
he noted.
Jancarek noted that economic 
situation in Europe and GCC is 
witnessing numerous challenges, 
assuring that this requires 
intensifying efforts to promote 
economic and trade cooperation 
between Qatar and Czech.
He expected that their relations 
will see more economic alliances 
and partnerships in light of  the 
continuous dialogue between 
business communities in both 
countries.

Qatar, Czech review boosting 
cooperation ties

The State of Qatar and the Republic of Czech economic and trade 
relations are growing rapidly in the past few years, said QC Vice Chairman 

Muhammed bin Ahmed bin Twar.

Delegations
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Making a presentation at the 
third banking workshop 

organised by International 
Chamber of Commerce Qatar 
(ICC Qatar) in Doha, ICC Academy 
Sales Director Sashirekka Routan 
said,”With increased competition 
between domestic banks in 
Qatar, many of the larger players 
in the sector are looking abroad 
for new growth prospects.  
“As regulatory changes and 
increasing market competition 
are changing the rules of the 
game, Qatari banks need to equip 
themselves with latest financial 
technologies emerging in the 
market,” she said.

“The ICC Academy is dedicated 
to offering a wide range of 
specialised, banking industry 
focused e-learning courses 
and online certifications for 
trade professionals worldwide 
in its efforts to enhance the 
banking community,” she added.  
Organised in collaboration with 
The London Institute of Banking 

and Finance, the workshop 
offered participants with a 
comprehensive overview on new 
developments in international 
bank guarantees with particular 
emphasis on implementation of 
ICC rules for demand guarantees.  
The workshop also discussed 
operational issues, practical case 
studies and examples.

Delivering the opening speech on 
the occasion, QNB AGM Financial 
Institutions and Correspondent 
Banking Ali Abdullah Darwish 
said, “Operational issues, practical 
case studies, examples and open 
discussions on today’s workshop 
agenda will play a vital role in 
enabling the participants to know 
about the latest developments 
in the global banking sector.”  
“QNB has always shown support 
to the International Chamber 
of Commerce in their banking 
commission and consequently 
chair the banking commission 
at ICC Qatar,” Darwish said. 
Held under the patronage of 

Qatar Chamber and ICC Qatar 
Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Jassim Al Thani, the workshop 
was led by Pavel Andrle.  
“Digital trade finance benefits 
can bring about transformational 
benefits in the areas of improving 
operating efficiencies, margins 
and profitability of the companies. 
From a microeconomic point of 
view, the digital finance world can 
streamline government spending 
on infrastructure development 
in supporting trade and 
economic growth,” Andrle said. 
The workshop also offered 
sessions on new developments 
in trade finance, specifically 
BPO and Blockchain solutions.  
In a statement issued by Qatar 
Chamber earlier, Sheikh Khalifa 
said,”We are delighted to be 
holding this workshop for 
third year in a row. The earlier 
workshops were enormously 
beneficial to the attendees within 
the banking industry. We shall 
be hosting this workshop on 
different topics yearly.”

Qatari banks need to gear up for switches in corporate behaviour 
and developments in international bank guarantees to succeed in 

the international market, a senior official of ICC Academy said. 

Seminars www.qatarchamber.com

 Fin tech would help Qatari banks

expand abroad: ICC
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Committees

The meeting was headed by 
Qatar Chamber board member 

Mohamed bin Ahmed Al Obaidli in 
the presence of the representatives 
of PM office Dr. Ali Al Amari, Director 
of Quality Licensing and Market 
Control Department at Ministry of 
Economy and Commerce Abdulla 
bin Khalifa AL Kuwari and assistant 
director of agricultural affair at 
Ministry of Municipality and 
Agriculture Adel Zain Al Kildy.

The meeting focused on prices 
of agricultural products and 
mechanisms of protecting local 
products and consumers.
Attendees suggested establishing 
a marketing company to promote, 
prepare, and sell local products to 
consumer complexes and outlets.
They proposed cancelling the 
compulsory pricing for two months 

for examining its impact.
They also emphasized the 
importance of assisting farms to 
produce permanently throughout 
providing the Country’s support for 
green houses, while benefiting from 
regional and international expertise 
in this regard.

The committee recommended that 
producers, importers and outlets 
have to join hands to provide fair 
prices for local products.
It affirmed the importance of issuing 
a legislation that regulates the 
country’s production of agriculture 
and fisheries, while taking into 
account the global and regional 
experience.
Attendees also suggested 
establishing famers association to 
regulate the market and distribute 
roles among farms owners.

Local agricultural products have 
to be sold at fair price:
Food security Committee

During its second meeting, the Committee of Food Security and Environment at 
Qatar Chamber affirmed the importance of setting fair prices for Qatari agricultural 

products to protect local products and encourage farms owners to increase production 
and achieve self-sufficiency.
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The State of Qatar managed to overcome the repercussions of the unfair siege 
imposed by three Gulf countries one year ago with full steadfastness and 

determination owing to the wise management and swift actions taken by all bodies 
led by the wise leadership and the government.  The strength of the Qatari economy 
and the private sector were crucial factors in beating the siege.

 Resilient economy and
robust private sector

 a year after siege

 Sharqi: 90 business delegations from 53
countries visited the chamber in a year

 Sheikh Khalifa:
 The private
 sector played
 a key role in
beating siege

Within the frame of its support 
to the private sector, Qatar 

Chamber also was a booster to the 
country in its fight against the siege. 
It adopted prompt responses in 
order to maintain the flow of goods 

and products. It has communicated 
with governmental bodies to 
discuss all challenges facing the 
private sector to find appropriate 
solutions.
It has communicated with the 

businessmen since the first day of 
the siege to find new alternatives 
for the importation of commodities, 
especially food and building 
materials in the presence of officials 
from all competent bodies to ensure 
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the flow of goods to the domestic 
market without any interruption.
It also coordinated with various 
concerned government agencies 
and formed specialised committees 
to tackle all obstacles in order to 
ensure the continuous flow of goods 
from abroad without interruption.
The Chamber has encouraged 
businessmen and investors to 
invest in new sectors and industries, 
especially in food security projects, 
and called for directing private 

sector investments to establish new 
projects needed by the domestic 
market. 
Qatar Chamber has moved in all 
directions to confront the crisis 
and maintain the flow of goods 
and products. Locally, it  organized 
a number of forums and events 
that had a major role in achieving 
the ambitions and hopes of 
businessmen in order to create a 
constructive interaction with the 
business community, in addition to 

its efforts during the unjust siege 
imposed on Qatar, during which it 
succeeded in highlighting the role 
of the private sector as an active 
partner in economic development.
Globally, it organised several 
business visits to many countries 
during which Qatari firms signed a 
multitude of agreements and trade 
transactions with their counterparts 
in these countries. It also hosted a 
large number of foreign business 
delegations.

In a statement, Qatar Chamber’s 
chairman HE Skeikh Khalifa bin 
Jassem Al Thani said that the State 
of Qatar managed to overcome the 
siege  because of the fast actions 
taken by all bodies, foremost of 
which is the wise leadership and the 
esteemed government. 
HE noted that the Qatari economy 
continued to grow rapidly backed 
by a slew of decisions, legislations, 
initiatives and plans that helped it 
withstand against this unfair siege, 
affirming that the Qatar continued 
to enhance its relation with world 
countries to build sustainable 
economy in line with the National 
Vision 2030.
Sheikh Khalifa pointed out that 
the private sector also played a 
positive role in the crisis, noting 
that it responded swiftly with Qatar 
Chamber’s initiatives aiming at 
providing all goods and products to 
the local market. The governmental 
measures and facilitations further 
enhanced Qatar’s position as an 
attractive investment destination. 
These actions increased the local 
investments in new industries and 
sectors, he added.
HE said that during the siege the 
chamber focused on expanding 
cooperation relations with its 
counterparts in all world countries 
to provide the private sector with 
new alternatives and sources to 
import all goods and products 
needed by the local market. It has 
coordinated with all concerned 
bodies including Qatar Airways and 
Mwani to ensure the flow of goods 
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to the market without any shortage.
Elaborating the chamber’s roles 
in the siege, QC’s chairman said 
that the chamber hold emergency 
meetings with importers of food 
and building materials to discuss 
obstacles facing them in importing 
goods and find solutions with 
concerned bodies.   
The Chamber helped businessmen 
and importers to find new 
alternative  markets  by organizing 
business trips to friend countries 
which witnessed singing contracts 
and transactions between Qatari 
companies and their counterparts 
from these countries, he noted.
The Chamber also hosted number 
of trade delegations to get them 
acquainted with Qatari pro-
investment climate and to increase 
trade exchange with these countries 
by finalizing agreements and 
partnerships between Qatari and 
foreign companies.
Stressing the chamber’s key role in 
supporting the country’s strategy 
of income diversification, Sheikh 
Khalifa said that the chamber is 
committed to communicate with 
official bodies to enable local 
companies participate in the 
mega project being implemented 
in the country. The chamber also 
organised workshops and seminars 
that raise the awareness among the 
private sector members.
He added that from the very 
first day of the siege there was 
no interference in the stream of 
commodities, new sources of 

procurements were discovered 
for the products that were initially 
imported from siege nations, 
referring to the huge backing by 
businessmen’s and the essential 
role played by Qatar Chamber.  He 
praised Qatar Chamber saying it has 
moved in all directions to stand up 
to the crisis and keep up the stream 
of merchandise and items.

On his part, Qatar Chamber’s 
director general Saleh bin Hamad 
Al Sharqi said that the chamber 
hosted during the siege more than 
90 business delegations from 53 
countries that are willing to explore 
the Qatari investment environment 
and build partnerships and business 
alliances with Qatari firms.
Meetings with foreign delegations 
discusses mechanisms of bolstering 
trade ties and opening new horizons 
of cooperation between Qatari 
businessmen and their counterparts 
from visiting countries, he noted, 
adding that this contributed to 
expanding the trade exchange 

between Qatar and world countries.
Sharqi said that the Qatari non-oil 
exports witnessed considerable 
growth during the siege, noting that 
they reached qr 8.4billion before 
the siege, while they exceeded qr 
9.6 billion during the second half of 
2017 achieving an increase of 14%.
He said that the chamber 
organised business visits for Qatari 
businessmen to a number of 
friendly countries with the goal 
of promoting national products 
and exploring new markets as well 
as securing trade partnerships 
between Qatari businessmen and 
their counterparts.
“We have organized visits to Oman, 
Kuwait, Turkey, Pakistan and Jordan.
QC also participated in official visits 
to Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, 
Belgium, Bulgaria and the US,” he 
added.
QC’s director general assured that 
these visits contributed to activating 
trade and economic cooperation 
with these countries and promoting 
investment opportunities available 
in Qatar.
Since the very beginning of the 
siege, Qatar Chamber exerted 
tireless efforts to confront it, 
and it responded  promptly to 
maintain the flow of goods and 
products. It has communicated and 
coordinated with various concerned 
government entities and formed 
specialised committees to tackle all 
obstacles to ensure the continuous 
flow of goods from abroad without 
interruption, Sharqi said.
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Reports

The Chamber, in its report 
which was prepared based 

on certificates of origin issued by 
the Chambers Research & Studies 
Department and Member Affairs 
Department, pointed out about 
2812 certificates of origin were 
issued in April 2018.
In April, Qatar exported goods 
and services to about 59 
countries, compared to 56 in 
March. Countries receiving Qatar’s 
non-oil exports included 11 Arab 
countries and GCC, 134 European 
countries including Turkey, 16 
Asian countries (excluding Arab 
countries), 15 African countries 
(excluding Arab countries), 2 
countries of North and South 
Americas and Australia.

Netherlands was Qatar’s top non-
oil exports destination in April 
accounting for QR 531 million or 
23.4 percent of the total exports. 
It was followed by Oman with 
almost QR 452 m or 19.9 percent 
and Hong Kong with QR251 m or 
11.1 percent.
India came in fourth place with 
almost QR 129 m or 5.7 percent 
followed by the US with QR123m 
or 5.4 percent. Bangladesh was 
in the sixth place followed by 
Germany, Turkey, Singapore and 
China.
“It is clear that 85 percent of 
the total value of exports were 
received by the first ten countries 
abovementioned,” the QC report 
said.

European countries as an 
economic bloc were top 
destinations of Qatari exports 
amounting to 32.6 percent of the 
total exports with QR 740m. 
Asian countries excluding Arab 
countries come in the second 
place amounting to 32.3 percent 
of the total value with QR732m.

GCC countries (Oman and Kuwait) 
come in the third place. They 
imported goods worth QR506.6m, 
which represents 22.31 percent 
of the total non-oil exports. In 
the fourth place, North American 
countries received QR143m or 
6.3percent of the total value. Arab 
countries  came in the fifth place 
receiving QR 83.11 or 3.7 percent. 

Qatar’s non-oil export has recorded a significant 
increase of 67.4 percent to QR2.270b in April 2018, 

compared to March 2018 when it was QR1.356b, and an 
increase of  70.5% compared to April 2017 in which the 
value was QR 1.3b, Qatar Chamber (QC) said.

Qatar non-oil exports 

exceeded QR2.2 

billion in April
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African countries come in the 
sixth place. They received QR37.17 
m followed by Australia, which 
received QR27.74m. Commenting 
on the report, Qatar Chamber 
director general Saleh bin Hamad 
al-Sharqi said the 71% y-o-y 
surge in non-oil exports indicates 

development in the sector, “which 
has been growing at an accelerated 
pace” since the beginning of 2018 
due to the efforts and facilities 
provided to the industrial sector.

Al-Shaqi said growth in non-
oil exports was the result of the 

increasing demand for Qatari 
products, “which is characterised 
by quality and conformity” to 
all international specifications, 
thus strengthening confidence 
in Qatari products in the global 
markets.

He noted that the volume of 
exports in April “is a real indicator 
that confirms the efforts of the 
state” in the development of the 
industry sector and increasing 
the capacity and efficiency of its 
productive institutions “despite 
the surrounding circumstances.”

Al-Sharqi said the recorded 
increase in April shows that 
Qatar’s non-oil exports were 
not affected by the unjust siege. 
“The coming period will witness 
a further boom in this activity 
after industrial facilities, currently 
under construction, enter the 
production stage,” al-Sharqi said.
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