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Editorial

Khalifa Bin Jassim Bin 
Mohammed Al Thani
Qatar Chamber Chairmam

Amendments to QC’s law Keep pace 

with developing private sector

The new amendments stated in Law No. (23) of the 
year 2017 on the modi�cation of Law No. (11) of 

the year 1990 regarding the chamber’s establishment 
a�rmed  the Emir’s interest in enhancing the 
chamber’s role in the economic development and 
a�rmed his keenness on promoting the private sector 
to be a key partner in the development process.

On this occasion, I have the honour to extend my 
sincere thanks and gratitude to the Emir HH Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani for his continuous and 
valuable support for the Qatari private sector.

Indeed, these modi�cations are made in a view 
with underpinning the chamber’s role in serving 
the national economy and granting it additional 
competencies that commensurate with the economic 
developments and the current circumstances, 
especially that the Law No. (11) of 1990 hasn’t been 
modi�ed for 27 years. The only amendment was made 
in 1996 which allowed selecting board members by 
election instead of appointment.

Therefore, it was essential for the chamber to modify 
its law in order to be compatible with its role aiming 
to empower the private sector in the economic 
development in line with the wise leadership’s 
directives aiming at achieving  the economic 
diversi�cation.

Qatar Chamber strives to build cooperative and 
collaborative relations with all ministries and 
government bodies for the advantage of establishing 
a real public-private partnership.

The new law enables the chamber on its own to 
express opinions and present proposals, views  and 
law drafts related to economic a�airs, especially with 
regard to the activation, protection and orientation 
of trade, industry, agriculture and services including 
custom tari�s, taxes, fees, transport means and 
tourism.

Amendments also include holding local and 
international trade fairs and exhibitions, and 
participating therein, as well as organizing , 
contributing to and participating  in conferences, 
symposia, and  research and training programmes 
inside and outside the country, in addition to 
publishing magazines, periodicals and any other 
publications. 

Preparing economic researches, studies and reports 
on the evaluation of the various economic sectors’ 
performance, their orientation and development, 
as well as addressing the problems and di�culties 
they are facing in coordination with the competent 
authorities are among the new competences.

They include contributing to the development the 
administrative and technical cadres in the economy 
and business administration and looking for the 
necessary potentials and means to ful�ll this objective.

In conclusion, I can say without a doubt that the 
new law will make a quantum leap in the chamber’s 
role and performance to expand the private sector’s 
contribution in the economic growth in line with 
Qatar’s National Vision 2030. 
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Article

Qatar’s 2nd National Development Strategy 
(NDS2) 2018-2022 recently launched 

has proven that Qatar is �rmly insisted on 
implementing its developmental projects 
despite the unfair siege imposed since June 
last year. It a�rmed that siege has failed to 
hinder the country’s strategies and its economic 
growth. On the contrary, the siege constituted 
an impetus for further solidarity,  steadfastness 
and  self-dependence to complete the march of 
the inclusive economic renaissance under the 
leadership of  the Emir HH Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani.

The siege enforced on Qatar has proven 
the visionary foresight of the country’s wise 
leadership which had launched Qatar National 
Vision 2030 back in 2008, said the Prime Minister 
and Interior Minister H E Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Nasser bin Khalifa Al Thani in a speech during the 
launch of Qatar’s NDS2.

Beyond any doubt, the national strategies are 
steps towards the completion of Qatar National 
Vision 2030 and its four pillars represented in 
economic, social, human and environmental 
development.

This requires from all institutions and entities in 
the country to prepare their strategies and plans 

that consistent with this strategy.

NDS2 aims at developing the economic 
infrastructure and the private sector, managing 
natural resources and empowering the human 
development, as well as achieving sound social 
development.

It also aims at ensuring public security and safety 
and enriching cultural and sport excellence, in 
addition to achieving sustainable development 
that preserve the environment.

Perhaps the most important feature of this 
strategy is its focus on the human as an instrument 
and objective of the development process.

In fact, implementing this strategy will contribute 
to using natural resources optimally, enhancing 
the public-private partnership and rationalising 
of public expenditure, as well as increasing self-
dependence and achieving the self-su�ciency 
through targeting productive enterprises 
required in the national economy.

We are very certain that the Qatari private sector 
is able to play a key role in executing the Qatar’s 
2nd National Development Strategy which brings 
us closer to the objectives of Qatar’s National 
Vision 2030.    

Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi
Director General

National Development Strategy 
a New Success Amid Siege
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A joint initiative of ICC and the 
Qatar Chamber, the WTA 

mobilises the worldwide business 
community around an inclusive 
and multilateral trade agenda for 
sustainable economic growth and 
inclusive job creation. WTA policy 
recommendations feed into a 
range of discussions at global 
level including including in the 
Group of 20 (G20) and Business 20 
(B20) discussions, and particularly 
at the World Trade Organization.
This third phase of the WTA 
was o�cially marked at a 
memorandum of understanding 
signing ceremony which took 
place today in Tokyo one day 
ahead of the ICC Asia-Paci�c CEO 
Forum.
Launched in 2012, the ICC World 
Trade Agenda de�nes global trade 
negotiation priorities from the 
perspective of the private sector 
and advance multilateral trade 

talks by urging WTO Members to 
prioritize areas where tangible 
results can be achieved and have 
a measurable impact on trade-led 
growth and development. These 
areas include:
1. Liberalizing trade in services
2. Multilateralising trade 
liberalization under the WTO 
f r a m e w o r k
3. Fostering ‘greener’ economic 
activity through trade
4. Moving towards a high-
standard multilateral framework 
on investment
5. Reforming the WTO Dispute 
Settlement System
6. Supporting growth for micro-, 
small- and medium-sized 
enterprises and e-commerce
Qatar Chamber Chairman HE 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al-
Thani said: “In today’s challenging 
environment, when hostility 
and misunderstanding around 

the bene�ts of open trade are 
rife,  Qatar Chamber is proud to 
continue working closely with  ICC 
to put forward business priorities 
that aim to drive a 21st-century 
multilateral World Trade Agenda 
for sustainable economic growth 
and job creation.

Signing the memorandum on 
behalf of the world business 
organization, ICC Secretary 
General John Danilovich said: “The 
Qatar Chamber shares with ICC a 
deep conviction that international 
trade and investment are 
conducive to widespread peace 
and prosperity. This renewed 
commitment secures a work 
programme for ICC and Qatar 
Chamber to continue manifesting 
the bene�ts of open markets 
and bringing real world business 
priorities to the forefront of global 
discussions.”

News

The International Chamber of Commerce and the Qatar Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry have renewed a partnership agreement aimed at securing a robust 

ICC World Trade Agenda (WTA) work programme, established in 2012 to contribute 
to the advancement of the global rules-based trade and investment policy agenda.

ICC and Qatar 

Chamber 

cement future 

of World Trade 

Agenda
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Qatar Chamber chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani announced that 
nomination for the chamber’s election for its eight sectors for the sixth council 

from Sunday March 25th to Tuesday April 10th, according to a press statement issued 
by the chamber.

QC’s chairman: 

Nomination for 

QC elections  

open now

This will be in accordance with Law No (11) of the year 
1990 regarding the establishment of the chamber 

amended by the Law No(11) of 1996 and Law (23) 
of 2018 and the decision of the Minister of Economy 
and Commerce No (83) of 2018 and resolution No (86) 
regarding formulating the supervising committee on 
the chamber’s elections.

The statement said that sectors include 17 representatives 
(board members) ; including 5 representatives for trading 
sector, 4 for contracting, 3 for industry, 1 representative 
for services, agriculture, investment, banks, tourism and 
insurance sectors.
Sheikh Khalifa extended his sincere appreciation and 
gratitude for the Emir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani for his continuous support and kind patronage for 
the private sector.
This support helped the private sector maximize its role 
and positive participation in the economic process, he 
added.

Candidates shall be Qatari, older than 25 years old, 
enjoy good reputation, educated and owns or partner 
or director in a company or institution in one of the 
economic sectors abovementioned.
Candidate shall also be a member in the chamber and 

doesn’t work in a governmental body.
The candidate’s company Commercial Registration shall 
be more than 5 years from the date of nomination. 
Documents needed for nomination shall include QR ID, 
copy of criminal record, education certi�cate, CR, Qatar 
Chamber membership and a certi�cate demonstrates 
that the candidate is not employee in the government. 
Candidates who meet these requirements shall submit 
all abovementioned documents in a close envelope to 
head of the supervising committee at the headquarter 
of the Ministry of Economy and Commerce within 
the working hours in Lusail, Tower No (A) 11th �oor, 
department of legal a�airs.
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Qatar Chamber chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani met on 
Tuesday with Turkey’s minister of Agriculture and Livestock HE Ahmed 

Ashraf Faqi Baba in the Turkish pavilion in the 6th Qatar Agricultural Expo “ 
Agritech 2018”. 

Qatar, Turkey reviews 
cooperation in agriculture 
and food security

The meeting reviewed enhancing 
cooperation in economic and 

trade aspects between the two 
countries, particularly in food 
security and agriculture sector.

QC board member Mohamed bin 
Ahmed Al Obaidli and Turkish 
ambassador to Qatar HE Fikret Ozer 
were present at the meeting.

Qatar, Turkey relations are rapidly 
developing in the past few years, 

News
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said Sheikh Khalifa , a�rming that 
the private sector in both countries 
is playing a key role in these 
profound relations.
He noted that Qatari businessmen 
are interested to establish joint 
economic and business alliances 
with their counterparts from turkey 
and there are many Qatari companies 
have concluded agreements with 
Turkish companies.
There is abundance of investment 
opportunities and there is a room 
for the Qatari and Turkish private 
sector to further cooperate in many 
sectors, he noted.
O his part, the Turkey’s minister 
of Agriculture and Livestock HE 
Ahmed Ashraf Faqi Baba said that 
there are various opportunities for 
both sides in projects that serve 
both countries’ economies.
 Turkey has considerable experience 
in food processing and is ready 
to provide the Qatari market with 
all food stu�s and agricultural 
products, he added.
Sheikh Khalifa and the Turkish 
minster toured the expo along with 
number of Qatari businessmen.
As many as 173 foreign companies 
along with 130Qatari farms are 
exhibiting in the expo.

Agritech 2018 concluded at Doha 
Exhibition and Convention Center. 
The Minister of Municipality and 
Environment H E Mohammed bin 
Abdullah Al Rumaihi honoured 

the sponsors and the companies 
participating the event including 
Qatari farms and livestock breeders.
The Minister  stressed on the 
importance of achieving food 
security, noting that the di�cult 
summer conditions might not 
enable a 100-percent production 
of the local needs. He maintained 
however, that agricultural 
production could increase by 
multiples, rising from 20-30 percent 
to 50 percent of local market needs. 
The Minister said that the sixth 
edition of the exhibition gained 
more prominence due to the 
interest of the Emir H H  Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and the 
Prime Minister and Interior Minister 
H E Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser bin 
Khalifa Al Thani in the agricultural 
sector and food security.
The Minister expressed his 
satisfaction at the outcomes of the 
exhibition for all the participants. 
His Excellency added that all 
participating companies met 
with one another and gained an 
important outlet by being part of 
this year’s event. His Excellency 
noted that there were plenty of 
deals made between businessmen 
and farmers, highlighting that 
foreign companies also bene�tted 
greatly from participating as their 
representatives met with those in 
touch with the agricultural sector as 
a whole and got all the information 
they needed
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News

Qatar Chamber chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassem Al Thani met on 
Sunday with a high-level Jordanian business team led by Chairman of 

Jordan Chamber of Commerce HE Nael Al Kabariti.

Qatar Chamber hosts 

Jordanian delegation 
‘Jordan a promising investment destination for Qatar in region’

Chairman of Amman Chamber 
of Commerce HE Esa Haider 

Murad, the Jordanian businessman 
Mohamed Al Kilany and deputy 
Jordanian ambassador HE Amjad 
Al Mebyadeen were present at the 
meeting.
Qatar Chamber vice chairman HE 
Mohamed bin Twar, board members 

and the director-general Saleh bin 
Hamad Al Sharqi also attended the 
meeting.

The meeting reviewed ways 
of enhancing cooperation ties 
between the two countries and 
increasing the mutual investments 
and establishing joint ventures.

On his part, HE Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Jassem Al Thani said that 
the Jordanian side invited Qatari 
businessmen to attend the Qatar-
Jordanian Business Forum which is 
slated to be held within few months 
in Amman.
He noted that trade volume 
between the two countries reached 

News
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$400m last year, assuring that 
the siege didn’t a�ect their trade 
relations.

Qatar’s exports to Jordan are 
petrochemicals, while Qatar imports 
food stu�s and meat.
Today’s meeting represented a good 
opportunity for developing trade 
and reviewing joint investments 
in all sectors, he pointed out; 
a�rming that Jordan is a promising 
investment destination in the 
region.

Chairman of Jordan Chamber of 
Commerce HE Nael Al Kabariti said 
that the siege imposed on Qatar 
has no impact on trade relations 
between the private sector of both 
countries, assuring that Jordanian 
businessmen are interested in 
cementing cooperation ties with 
their Qatari counterparts.
Kabariti, who is also head of Arab 
Chambers Union,  noted that today’s 
meeting comes in the context of 
strengthening and developing 
bilateral relations.

He pointed out that the siege has 
a�ected the Jordanian imports to 
Qatar and raise prices to 20% . 
Qatari and Jordanian private sectors 
managed to �nd alternative routes 
for imports and exports, he added.
The Qatar-Jordan Business Council 
seeks to expand cooperation 
horizons for the advantage of both 
countries’ economies, Kabariti 
added.

Stressing the importance of Qatar’s 
investments in Jordan, he pointed 
out that Qatar is the third largest 

investor in Jordan. Qatar has 
huge investments in �nancial and 
real estate sectors. Jordan highly 
welcomes more Qatari investments.
Qatar is a key player in petrochemical 
industry, he said; assuring that 
Jordanian private sector is keen on 
increasing trade with Qatari side.

Kabariti invited Qatar chamber 
and businessmen to visit Jordan to 
meet with their counterparts and 
be informed with the investment 
opportunities available in his 
country.
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Qatar Chamber director-general Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi met with a Japanese delegation 
led by the special envoy of the Ministry of Foreign A�airs for EXPO 2025 Shigeru Endo, in 

the presence of the private sector special envoy Masaki Iwakura and consultant of the Japanese 
embassy to Qatar Daisuke Yamamoto.

Japan seeks Qatar’s support 

for Osaka’s World Expo 2025 bid

The meeting reviewed 
mechanisms of enhancing  

cooperation relations between the 
private sector in both countries. The 
delegation informed the chamber on 
the Japanese ongoing preparations 
in Osaka which competes to host the 
expo.
For his part, Shigeru Endo said that 
Japan hopes that Qatar extends 
support for Osaka’s bid to host this 
global exposition.
He said Japan is competing with three 
other cities for the bid to organise 
the 2025 World Expo: Yekaterinburg, 
Russia; and Baku, Azerbaijan. 
He said 170 delegates representing 
member countries of the 
International Exhibitions Bureau 
(BIE) will elect the host country of the 
2025 World Expo in November this 

year.
The expo would be an opportunity for 
Qatari companies and businessmen 
to build robust relations with the 
Japanese side and establish joint 
ventures and businesses in all 
sector, particularly in Osaka which 
is a leading business center in the 
country.
QC’s director-general Saleh Al Sharqi 
said that the State of Qatar is very 
keen on participate in international 
forums. 
“Qatar had participated in Expo 
Astana 2017 in Kazakhstan and its 
pavilion won the �rst place and 
Gold Award among more than 100 
pavilions of di�erent participating 
countries.,” he added.
Sharqi underlined the importance 
of fostering trade cooperation with 

Japan, noting that Qatar Chamber 
sought to enhance cooperation with 
Japanese chambers for the bene�t 
of increasing the trade exchange 
between the two countries.
 In preparation for hosting the 2022 
World Cup, Qatar is implementing 
mega projects which opens the 
way for Japanese companies to 
participate, he pointed out.
In turn,  Masaki Iwakura said that 
the expo is a good opportunity for 
Qatar and Japan to promote their 
economic and trade ties.
Held under the theme”Designing 
Future Society for Our Lives”, he said, 
the expo focuses on how to lead 
a healthy life in a diverse manner, 
as well as it highlights the United 
Nations’ Sustainable Development 
Goals.

News

12

Is
su

e 
N

o.
 6

9 
- A

pr
il 

- 2
01

8



The 3rd International Arbitration Conference kicked o� under 
the theme  ‘Qatari Law and International Conventions’.

Conferances

Third International Arbitration 

Conference Discusses Qatari Law

The two-day event is held at Ritz-
Carlton Doha and organized by 

Qatar Chamber’s Qatar International 
Centre for Conciliation and 
Arbitration (QICCA).
The opening session was attended 
by Minister of Justice, H E Dr Hassan 
Lahdan Saqr Al Mohannadi and 
Chairman of Qatar Chamber and 
Qatar International Center for 
Conciliation and Arbitration (QICCA), 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani.
Addressing the opening session, 
Sheikh Khalifa said that the biennial 
conference organised by QICCA is a 
brilliant opportunity for participants 
to discuss arbitration developments 
and regulations as well as its impact 
on investment climate.
He  underlined the importance of 
arbitration as the best mechanism 
of solving disputes in rapid and 

secure manner, noting it provides 
fair solution for disputing parties to 
reach settlement in accordance with 
legal and organizational frames.
The conference brought together 
prominent experts, senior world 

arbitration �gures, consultants, and 
lawyers from more than 15 Arab and 
European countries.
Sheikh Khalifa praised issuance of 
Arbitration Law last year considering 
it a booster that enables spreading 
arbitration culture in business 
community and makes arbitration an 
e�ective and active legal instrument.
“Arbitration Law further increased 
the investors’ con�dence in the 
Qatari economy,” he said adding: 
“The existence of arbitration 
law contributes to fostering the 
investment climate in the country 
in accordance with Qatar National 
Vision 2030 which seeks building 
competitive and diversi�ed 
economy.”
In his speech, board member of 
international relations, Sheikh Dr. 
Thani bin Ali Al Thani said that this 
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conferences

conference is a high-level intellectual 
gathering; it sheds light on the Qatari 
Arbitration Law which represented 
a new start keeping pace with the 
new legislatives, assuring it came 
in line with the 60th anniversary of 
the issuance of the Convention on 
the Recognition and Enforcement of 
Foreign Arbitral Awards (New York, 
1958.).
He noted that Qatar is the �rst 
country to hold int’l arbitration 
conference to mark NY Convention. 
The conference’s six discussions will 
highlight several topics and will come 
up with recommendations which 
will be a beacon for arbitrators in the 
Arab world. The word “arbitration” 
appeared for the �rst time in the 
Qatari law in a decree related to the 
Income Tax. QICCA will soon adjust 
its arbitration rules to keep pace 
with the new trends, a�rming that 
this emphasizes that the keenness 
on empowering Qatar as a leading 
destination for arbitration in the 
world.

International arbitrator and 
founder and editor-in-chief of the 
International Journal of Arbitration 
Dr Abdel Hamid el-Ahdab said he 
values the issuance of the new 
Qatari arbitration law and called 
for its “e�ective implementation 
through homogenising it with the 
judiciary and exerting more e�orts 
to spread the culture of arbitration 
in traditional judiciary and courts 

mediums until its role integrates 
with what legislators put in place 
with regards to modern legislative 
theories that need special attention.” 
“Qatar has been a pioneer in the �eld 
of arbitration in the Arab world and 
has been a pioneer in the �eld of 
spreading freedom and the other 
opinion in the region, as it occupies 
a prominent position at various 
levels, including the legislative and 
legal level, especially in the �eld of 
arbitration,” he added.
In the side line of the conference 
Qatar International Center for 
Conciliation and Arbitration 
(QICCA) has signed an cooperation 
agreement with the the Istanbul 
Arbitration Centre (ISTAC) aims 
at strengthen their existing close 
ties to promote the more e�ective 
resolution of international disputes 
through arbitration.
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The third International Arbitration 
Conference concluded 

highlighting the international nature 
of arbitration and a�rming that the 
enforcement of its awards is subject 
to the New York Convention.
 
The other outcome of the two-
day event included invoking 
the principles of Islamic Sharia 
and its arbitration rules to 
demonstrate their compatibility 
with the modern arbitration rules. 
The conference recommended the 
adoption of a uni�ed interpretation 
of the texts of the international 
conventions to ensure their e�ciency. 
The delegates called for regular 
improvement of the rules of 
arbitration centres for a better 
case management and enhancing 
transparency throughout all 
arbitration phases to increase trust 
by arbitration users.
 
The conference further called for the 
adoption of new mechanisms prevent 
disputes during the execution period 
of the contract to avoid any dispute 

that may delay or interrupt delivery 
of these projects to the owner. 
The experts also underlined the 
principle of autonomy of the parties in 
arbitration agreement and allowing 
some authority to the arbitrators 
in case of multi-party arbitrations. 
Furthermore, the event made a 
recommendation to the drafters 
of the contracts to include some 
steps before resorting to arbitration 
such as negotiation, mediation and 
speed up the promulgation of a 

law for mediation and compromise. 
The meeting also discussed the 
development of all Qatari seaports 
and to conclude agreements 
with large shipping carriers and 
develop arbitration clauses in 
these speci�c maritime contracts. 
Last but not least, the event stressed 
on the importance of expertise as 
an important factor assisting the 
arbitrators to con�rm facts or reveal 
evidence in order to obtain a fair 
arbitral award.

3rd International Arbitration 

Conference concludes
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HE Sheikh Khalifa made the 
remarks as he gave a speech at 

the opening of the Qatari-Belgium 
economic forum held in the 
Belgium capital Brussel, with the 
aim of exploring ways to promote 
economic and trade relation, in 
addition to discussing and opening 
new horizons of communication 
between the private sectors in 
Qatar and Bulgaria to establish 
investment projects that serve the 

Qatar Chamber’s Chairman HE. Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani stressed the depth 
of Qatar-Belgium relations at all various economic and trade �elds, noting that they 

are interested in boosting their economic ties and removing all impediments that might 
face establishing joint and mutual investments as well as providing more investment  
incentives and fostering cooperation ties among Qatari and Belgium  businessmen for 
the advantage of both countries’ economies. 

Khalifa bin Jassim:

Qatar-Belgium trade volume 

stood at $938 million  last year

conferences

HH the Emir, King of Belgium and QC chairman on the sidelines of the forum
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interests of both countries.
The forum was held in the context 
of the visit of HH. Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani, Emir of Qatar, 
to the Kingdom of Belgium.
Sheikh Khalifa Qatar and Belgium 
enjoy strong relations and their 
trade volume reached $938 million 
last year, re�ecting the robustness 
of economic relations between 
the two friendly countries. 
Around  13 Qatari-Belgium 
companies and 12 companies 
with 100%  Belgium capital are 
operating in Qatar in various 
sectors with total capital 
amounted to $ 170 million, he 
a d d e d .
He noted that Qatar hosted the 
Qatari-Belgium Economic Forum 
in 2015 in the frame of the visit 
of HH Princess Astrid’s, while the 
second edition of the forum was 
held in Brussel in 2016.
“We are honoured to be here again 
in this forum which a�rms both 
countries’ interest in promoting 
trade and investment relations,” he 
pointed out.
Underlining the active role played 
by the private sector during the 
siege, he said that Qatar has 
successfully managed to overcome 
the unfair siege imposed by three 
Gulf countries since June 2017 
and the Qatari private sector 
managed to �nd new alternative 
destinations to ensure the �ow 
of goods and commodities into 
the Qatari market without any 
interruption.

New marine routes were 
inaugurated to link Hamad Port 
with many reginal and global 
por ts .
In regard with  the siege impacts, 
he noted that it has no impact on 
trade movements, a�rming that 
Qatari LNG exports continued 
as usual without any delay or 
interruption.

Qatar’s 2018 budget boosts 
expenditure on major projects 
by allocating %46 of the total 
expenses amounted by $ 26bn on 

developing the infrastructure and 
for the preparations of the 2022 
World Cup.
Expenses also included 
developing education, health and 
infrastructure in economic and 
logistics zones, SMEs and food 
security projects.
It involves the signing of new 
projects contracts worth a total 
of $ 8bn, which promotes growth 
in non-oil sectors and open the 
way for Belgium companies to 
participate in these mega projects, 
he added.
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conferences

The agreement was signed by 
Qatar Chamber chairman HE 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al-Thani, 
and the Bulgarian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry President 
Tsvetan Simeonov.

The agreement is expected to play 
an important role in strengthening 
trade and economic relations 
between the two countries and 
deepening cooperation between 

On the sidelines of the Qatari-Bulgarian economic forum, HE Sheikh Ahmed bin Jassim 
bin Mohammed Al-Thani and his counterpart HE Minister of Economy of the Republic 

of Bulgaria Emil Karanikolov witnessed the signing ceremony of the establishment of a joint 
business council between Qatar Chamber, and the Bulgarian Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry in order to open the horizons of communication between the private sector and 
businessmen in the two countries and encourage them to joint investment projects that 
serve the aspirations and interests of both countries.

Qatar, Bulgaria chambers 

inked MOU to establish joint 

business council
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the private sector on both sides.
Addressing the forum, HE Qatar 
Chamber Chairman Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Jassim Al-Thani said that 
the forum is an indication of the 
depth of cooperation relations 
between the two countries in 
various �elds, especially economic 
and commerce, con�rming the 
common concern to strengthen 
economic cooperation and 
remove all obstacles, and 
strengthen relations between 
businessmen from both sides for 
the bene�t of the economies of 
the two countries.
He stressed the importance of 
joint work to enhance cooperation 
between business sectors in both 
countries to increase the value of 
trade exchanges.
HE the Qatar Chamber chairman 
pointed out that there are joint 
Qatari-Bulgarian companies and 
companies with 100 percent 
Bulgarian capital operating in the 
Qatari market in various �elds 
including trade, contracting, 
engineering consultancy and 
commercial services. He expressed 
hope that more Bulgarian 
companies will be present in the 
Qatari market.
The Bulgarian side presented 
also the business environment 
in the Republic of Bulgaria, 
industrial zones, investment and 
business opportunities, Bulgarian 
tourist sites and investment 
opportunities.

The Qatari side also organized a 
working session on opportunities 
for joint ventures, investment, 
tourism and challenges, a working 
session on the transport sector, 
Qatar 2022 football World Cup 
events and opportunities for 
cooperation in food security, in 
addition, the forum witnessed 
bilateral meetings between 
businessmen from both sides 
during which they reviewed 
the investment opportunities 
available in the State of Qatar 
and the Republic of Bulgaria and 
discussed ways to build long-

term economic cooperation 
mechanisms between Qatari and 
Bulgarian companies.
The forum was attended by more 
than 300 businessmen, investors 
and government o�cials from the 
two countries as well as heads of 
major Qatari companies in the 
�elds of trade and industry, oil and 
gas, investment, food, contracting, 
medical equipment, health 
and medicines, automobiles, 
agriculture, E-commerce, and 
other �elds to explore available 
investment opportunities and 
establish joint ventures.
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Delegations

Canada delegation lauds Qatar Chamber 

measures to meet siege’s repercussions

Board member Mohamed bin 
Ahmed al-Obaidli, who met with 

the team led by Ferry de Kerchkove, 
said the state “has successfully faced 
the unfair siege…with full power and 
steadfastness.”
Al-Obaidli said due to these e�orts, 
Qatar had gained the respect and 
appreciation of the international 
community. “The siege had increased 
our self-dependence and helped us 

to develop our abilities for the best.” 
He emphasised that Qatar’s economy 
was not a�ected by the siege. “Rather, 
it had many bene�ts: It urged the 
business community to focus on local 
products and it boosted our relations 
with friendly countries such as Turkey. 
It also enhanced private-public 
partnership and increased the 
interest in small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and industry,” al-

Obaidli pointed out.
On the role of the private sector, 
al-Obaidli said it had proven its 
resilience and ability to provide the 
local market with food and medicine 
requirements “without any shortage 
or interruption.”
He also said the siege countries “lost 
a lot of contracts and partnerships” 
in the Qatari market, adding that 
businessmen managed to �nd new 
alternative destinations to ensure the 
�ow of goods and commodities into 
the Qatari market.
“Businessmen increased the 
production of existing factories 
and established new factories in 
new sectors to meet the increasing 
demands of the local market,” he said, 
adding that the chamber’s board 
members lauded the diplomacy 
displayed by Qatar, which emphasised 
on dialogue and negotiation.

Qatar Chamber o�cials have met with a human rights team from Canada to discuss the e�orts 
the state of Qatar has made during the siege imposed on the country in June last year.

Qatar, France to boost trade relations

The meeting reviewed enhancing 
cooperation between the 

Qatari private sector and its French 
counterpart, and promoting the 
French companies in the Qatari market. 
Twar said the Qatari private 
sector proved its e�ciency 
and power, during the siege. 
He said the Qatari local market is 
wide open to French companies 
for investments, which will add 
value to the national economy. 
Pepy said the objective of the visit 

was to learn about the Qatari local 
market and the sectors in which 
both countries’ businessmen can 
build partnerships and alliances. 
Hailing the Qatari economy’s 
continued growth despite the 
seige, Pepy said,”The siege is a new 
opportunity for businessmen to 
put extra e�orts for strengthening 
national economy by boosting 
self-su�ciency and promoting 
local industry and investments.” 
He assured MEDEF’s support to Qatar, 

pointing out that the federation 
will intensify visits between both 
countries’ businessmen to transfer 
value-added industries to Qatar.

Qatar Chamber Vice Chairman Mohammed bin Ahmed bin Tawar met with 
Guillaume Pepy, the CEO of the French Railway Company and Chairman 

of the Qatari French Committee at MEDEF International, and his accompanying 
delegation in Doha, a press statement said. 
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Prominent Qatari business leaders and representatives of leading companies from 
Qatar and the United Kingdom (UK) yesterday held a meeting with the visiting 

members of a trade mission representing UK’s healthcare sector. 
Prominent Qatari business leaders and representatives of leading rominent Qatari business leaders and representatives of leading companies from Prominent Qatari business leaders and representatives of leading rominent Qatari business leaders and representatives of leading companies from 

During the meeting, both sides discussed 
ways of expanding trade relations between 

the two friendly nations, and also explored 
business and investment opportunities in new 
areas, with special focus in the �eld of healthcare. 
The meeting was held at Qatar Chamber headquarters. 
The UK side was presided over by the Deborah 
Kobewka, Managing Director of HealthcareUK, and 
head of the trade mission, and Qatari side was chaired 
by Qatar Chamber board member Ibtihaj Al Hmadani. 
The UK is one of the biggest trading partners of Qatar. 
The volume of trade exchange between Qatar and the 
UK stood at $3bn (about QR10.92bn) last year, which is 
growing fast.
On the investment side, UK is a very safe and attractive 
investment and tourist destination for Qatar and Qatari 
investors. There are mega Qatari investments in the UK. 
“Qatar and the United Kingdom enjoy profound 
and distinct relations. Both sides are making very 
tremendous e�orts to develop economic and trade 
relations for the advantage of the friendly people 
of the countries.  The strong historical ties re�ected 
positively on the commercial and investment 
sectors,” noted Ibtihaj in her address at the meeting. 
Commenting on the presence of the UK companies and 
their extent of operations in Qatar, she added: “There are 
622 Qatari-British companies in Qatari market with a total 
capital of QR14.5bn, and out of that 135 are fully British.” 

Highlighting Qatar’s signi�cant achievements in the �eld 
of healthcare sector, Ibtihaj said that the country has made 
a quantum leap and mega transformation in its health 
system in recent decades. Enormous progress in terms 
of both increasing capacity and advancing the quality of 
care has been made. In the past few years, new hospitals 
and private clinics have been opened to provide world-
class and distinctive healthcare services for all patients. 
“Despite the unfair siege imposed on Qatar, country’s 
primary healthcare services remain una�ected. 
Moreover, it has helped us to become self-su�cient in our 
programmes,” she said. She also expressed her optimism 
that the meeting would provide a good opportunity for 
both sides to enhance cooperation in this vital sector and 
to bene�t from the UK expertise in this regard.

Qatar & UK to boost ties 
in healthcare sector
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Delegations

Qatar Chamber Discusses Investment 

Cooperation with Ecuador

During the meeting, the two 
sides discussed �elds and 

prospects of investment cooperation 
and reviewed ways to enhance 
cooperation in oil, gas, mining, 
agriculture, tourism, technology and 
other sectors.

HE the Ecuadorian minister said his 
country seeks to encourage Qatari 
investments in hotels, tourism, 
mining, gas and other sectors, 
pointing out that the two countries 
seek to give the private sector greater 
opportunities to contribute to 
development and to raise the GDP in 
both countries.

He added that both sides aim to not 

rely on oil and gas as the 
main source of income, 
which unites the e�orts of 
both countries and opens 
promising opportunities 
for joint cooperation.

He added that the State 
of Qatar is an important 
investment destination in the region, 
stressing his country’s interest in 
Qatari investments in Ecuador, noting 
that the most important Ecuadorian 
exports to Qatar are vegetables, 
fruits, oils, co�ee and �owers, 
while petrochemicals are the most 
important Qatari exports to Ecuador.

Qatar Chamber Vice Chairman HE 

Muhammed bin Ahmed bin Twar said 
that Qatar and Ecuador have signed 
a number of agreements to facilitate 
trade, business and investment, 
pointing out that there is a common 
desire to raise the volume of trade 
exchange that stood last year only at 
QR 30.6 Million, which is not in line 
with the aspirations, opportunities 
and assets of the two countries. 

Qatar Chamber held a meeting Monday with HE Minister of Foreign Trade and 
Investments of the Republic of Ecuador, Pablo Campana Saenz.

QC discuss fostering cooperation 

with Indonesian trade team 

The meeting reviewed ways of 
strengthening bilateral economic 

and trade cooperation between both 
countries,  possibilities of establishing 
joint ventures between Qatari and 
Indonesian businessmen and available 
investment opportunities in both sides.
The Indonesian delegation is 
comprising of companies specialized in 
smart solutions, infrastructure projects, 
transport, rail  and medical �eld.
Bin Twar said that business sectors 
are looking forward to fostering 
cooperation ties with their counterparts 
in Indonesia  , noting that the Indonesian market is  
deemed very large which is full of opportunities that 
might attract Qatari businessmen.
Indonesia is rich in natural resources and there are 

investments in tourism, real estate, mining, food 
security, halal and services, he noted, a�rming that 
Qatari businessmen are interested in learning about the 
available opportunities in Indonesia.

Qatar Chamber Vice-Chairman HE Mohamed bin Ahmed bin Twar met with an 
Indonesian business team led by consultant of Qatari0Indonesian Business 

Council Dedi Saif El Hadi.
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Qatar Chamber Discusses Joint Cooperation 

with Trade Delegations from Malaysia

In a meeting with HE Dato Haji Abdul 
Malik Kassem, Minister of Religious 

A�airs and Internal Trade of Malaysia, 
said that Malaysian companies 
are seeking to explore investment 
opportunities and enhance 
cooperation between the private 
sector in Qatar and Malaysia in order 
to enhance cooperation between 
Qatari and Malaysian companies in 
all sectors.
For his part, Vice President of Qatar 
Chamber Mohammed bin Ahmed bin 
Twar said: “Qatar has potential and 
investment opportunities to build 
important investment partnerships 
between the private sector and its 
counterparts in various countries in a 
way that enhances joint cooperation 
and serves the mutual interests of 

both sides.
He rea�rmed the Qatar Chamber 
readiness to provide the necessary 
support for businessmen wishing to 
enter the Qatari market and enlighten 

the local business community about 
the investment opportunities and 
incentives o�ered by each country in 
various investment �elds.

Qatar Chamber has held meeting with trade delegations from Malaysia to discuss 
partnerships and trade alliances between Qatari and Malaysian businessmen.

Qatar, US review enhancing 
cooperation ties

QC board member Adel 
Abdulrahman Al Mannai headed 

the Qatari side in the meeting, while 
the American team was led by Mr. 
Max M from the US-Qatar Business 
Council.
The meeting reviewed Qatari-
US trade relations and means of 
increasing trade exchange between 
both countries private sector.
It also discussed possibility of 
establishing trade alliances and 
partnerships between Qatari 
and American businessmen in 
banking, healthcare, technology , 

entertainment and media sectors.
Participants a�rmed that both 
countries enjoy distinguished 
economic relations, noting that these 
relations represent a base for building 

joint investments for the advantage 
of both economies.
They explored the investment 
opportunities galore in Qatar and the 
US.

Qatar Chamber organised a gala dinner for a number of Qatari and 
American businessmen at the Four Season Hotel in Doha.
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The Ministry of Interior in collaboration with Qatar Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry organized on 13 March, an induction seminar on its e-services o�ered 

to companies at Chamber of Commerce.

The vice chairman of Qatar 
Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry Mohammed Ahmad bin 
Towar Al Kuwari, Brigadier Abdul 
Rahman Ali Al Maliki, Asst. Director 
of the General Directorate of 
Information Systems and Brigadier 
Abdul Rahman Majid Al Sulaiti, 
Director of Planning and Quality 
Department were among the 
dignitaries who attended the 
program.

Brigadier Abdul Rahman Al Maliki 
said that the the Ministry of Interior 
provides electronic services to 
companies, including integrated 
services that do not need to review 
the service centers, which are 
available around the clock and 
seven days a week. These services 
are accessible from anywhere and 
in six languages, including Arabic, 
English, French, Urdu, Malayalam 
and Spanish. More than 200 
electronic services are available 
now to more than 400,000 users 
and more than 40,000 companies 
whereas more than 5 million 
transactions were completed in 
2017.
The Ministry of the Interior o�ers 
corporate electronic services 
such as direct debit services, PRO 
services, auto renewal services, 
mail delivery services, entry permit 
services, travel noti�cation services 
and tra�c services.

He pointed out that the services 
granted to PROs aim to enable 
the authorized persons to grant 
speci�c authority to PROs of 
their companies, reduce the 
phenomenon of using smart cards 
of the authorized person by PROs, 
and enable PROs to use their own 
smart cards for the completion 
of authorized transactions. This 
feature is speci�c to the services 
of the Ministry of Interior only. 
The authority can be granted to 
the citizen or resident if he is an 
employee of the company and may 
be granted multiple authorities 
to the same person or the same 
authority to several persons. An 
employee of any company under 
the authorized signatory can also be 
given permission to sign for others, 
if he is an employee of one of them. 

The permissions can be cancelled at 
any time by the authorized person 

or in the event of a change in the 
status of the PRO such as transfer 
of sponsorship, cancellation of 
residence or death. This service 
provides the highest levels of 
security for the company and the 
owners, he added.

 He pointed out that the services 
provided by the Ministry to 
companies include automatic 
renewal of residence permits. It is 
a smart service provided through 
MOI website and Matrash 2. The HR 
sta�s of companies can follow up 
the renewal of residence permits 
of individuals working with that 
company automatically and 
without submitting any manual or 
automated requests. The service also 
provides the option of non-renewal 
of the residences automatically, if 
they are not intent.  The ID cards are 
delivered through the Qatar Postal 
Services Company (Q-Post).

MOI holds induction 
seminar on E services 
at Qatar Chamber 
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Qatar Chamber discusses 
challenges facing private sector

Qatar Chamber board member Ali Abdul Latif Al Misnad has said that the chamber 
is committed to providing all possible support for the private sector in order to 

do its expected role in the economic boom to achieve the National Vision 2030.

He was addressing a seminar 
hosted by the Chamber in 

the presence of o�cials from four 
ministries including ministry of 
economy and commerce, ministry 
of interior, ministry of transport 
and communication and ministry of 
administrative development, labour 
and social a�airs.
The seminar titled “Challenges in 
services provided by government 
bodies to the privates sector” was 
attended by a large number of 
businessmen and representatives of 
local companies.

O�cials from the Qatar Ports 
Management Company “Mwani” 
were also present.
The seminar focused on �ve issues 
including the extension of renewing 
the commercial registration to �ve 
years and unifying expiry dates of 
all documents in one �xed date, 
high fees of separating the branch 
from the mother company, the ban 
imposed on companies violating 

regulations and laws.
It also discussed challenges in 
transport and freight sector, as 
well as the approval of competent 
bodies to transfer the employee 
from one company to another 
without obtaining approval from 
the �rst company.

With regard to ban on companies, 
director of Labour Inspection 
Department at the  Ministry of 
Administrative Development, 
Labour and Social A�airs Mohamed 
Ali Al Meer said that the objective of 
banning companies which violate 
the labour regulations is to give 
them a chance to solve all problems 
facing them not to punish them.
He noted that this ban is 
electronically implemented in 
accordance with legal procedures.
Al Meer called upon all companies 
to abide by the WPS to avoid being 
banned.
Regarding extending the renewal 
of commercial registration to �ve 

years, Ayed Manahi Al Qahtani, 
director of Commercial Registration 
and Licensing at the Ministry of 
Economy and Commerce, said 
that the issue is currently being 
examined at the Consultative 
Council.
On his part, Jabor Al Sulaiti,  Strategy 
& Business Development Manager at 
Qatar Ports Management Company- 
Mwani, said that all obstacles facing 
maritime transport are solved 
and new routes were inaugurated 
against the backdrop of the unjust 
blockade imposed on the country.
Al Sulaiti noted that shipping 
fees are maintained according to 
world standards, a�rming that it is 
important to put into account the 
high prices of insurance and the 
length of marine trip.
He pointed out that services and 
handling fees have been decreased 
by 50 percent of the applicable fees 
at Al Ruwais Port  further to Emiri 
directives in support for the private 
sector.
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Qatar International Center for Conciliation and Arbitration (QICCA) AT Qatar 
Chamber (QC) organised a seminar about SANAD the Integrated Suite 

of contracts in cooperation with ASTAD Engineering Consultancy & Project 
Management at the chamber venue.

QICCA, ASTAD organize 

seminar on SANAD

The seminar was attended by 
chairman of QC and QICCA HE 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani, 
board member Mohamed bin 
Ahmed Al Obaidli, QICCA’s board 
member Dr HE Sheikh Thani bin Ali 
Al Thani and ASTAD’s CEO Ali bin 
Nasser Al Khalifa.

Sheikh Thani said that the seminar 
is of a special importance as it 
discusses SANAD which supports 
construction industry and 
contribute to better establishing 
construction contracts in Qatar and 
the region.

He emphasized the importance 
of SANAD in facilitating business 

Seminars
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environment and minimizing 
disputes, particularly in light with 
the huge boom Qatar witnessing 
and the mega construction projects 
being implemented in the country.

On his part, ASTAD’s CEO Ali Al 
Khalifa expressed his thanking 
to QC and QICCA for holding this 
seminar, a�rming that ASTAD seeks 
to support and accomplish the 
Qatar National Vision 2030 through 
providing the best practices in 
project management and assets.

He said that SANAD re�nes 
contractual procedures in the 
construction industry within Qatar 
and the region.

“Astad developed Sanad speci�cally 
for Qatar, yet with the added feature 
of being adaptable to enable 
customised tailoring to suit the 
requirements of any construction 
project across the region. It complies 
with local laws, regional realities, 
and global best practices while 
holding equity, �exibility, balance, 
and e�ectiveness at its core,” Al 
Khalifa said.

ASTAD has developed several mega 
projects in Qatar such as Islamic Art 
Museum, Qatar National Museum, 
Educational City and 2022 World 
Cup projects, he said, noting that 
the main key of ASTAD’s success is 
its full awareness of the local market 
and its commitment to the highest 
world standards.

Chief Commercial O�cer and 
General Manager of ASTAD 
International Abdulaziz Al-Mulla 
delivered a presentation on the 
e�ectiveness of SANAD in adding 
value to the project management 
sector and construction projects,

Al Mulla noted that SANAD is a very 
essential and e�ective tool that 
supports construction industry and 
regulates contractual procedures in 
Qatar and the region.

SANAD’s contract suite is a product 
of many studies and great expertise 
resulted from challenges appeared 
in the contractual procedures in 
Qatar and in the region in general, 
he said.

It aims to enhance the contractual 
functions across the construction 
industry, enabling full commercial 
control with a structure in 
place that is capable of re�ning 
and streamlining contractual 
procedures, Al Mulla pointed out.

SANAD’s contract suite includes 
a suite of four contract templates 
and standardised forms covering 
construction, design and build, 
design services and professional 
services.  

It also includes general conditions 
and supporting appendices that 
have been developed to guide and 
support contractual procedures, 

encourage seamless processes, 
and promote fairness and equity 
between parties, he said.

ASTAD’s General Counsel Yazid J. 
Tamimi delivered a presentation on 
disputes in construction contracts in 
the light of SANAD’s  contract suite 
in which he reviewed procedures 
of avoiding disputes, amicable 
settlement dispute, applicable law, 
litigation and competent courts, 
and arbitration as an alternative 
means of settling disputes.  

He said that instead of settling 
disputes in ordinary courts, parties 
have the right to adjust their 
contract to include other settlement 
means in Qatar, whether through 
local or global arbitration.

ASTAD’s Senior Contracts Specialist 
Seah Ban Kiat gave a presentation 
about SANAD’s contract suite in 
English language.
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Turkey seeks strategic 

partnership with Qatar, 

Turkey’s Agriculture

Minister says

Turkey’s minister of Agriculture and Livestock HE Ahmed Ashraf 
Faqi Baba said that the State of Qatar is very important to 

Tukey, noting that there is strategic partnerships between both 
countries’ business sectors at all �elds.

Both parties are interested in 
enhancing and promoting this 

partnership, he noted 
In an interview with Al Moltaqa 

Magazine, his Excellency said 
that Qatari and Turkish peoples 
are friendly and are eager to 
strengthen their relations to 

include all economic, social, and 
political aspects.
The Turkish minister added: 
“Qataris are our brothers and we 

Interview
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love Qatari people. Our relations 
are continuously developing 
at all �elds not only in the 
economic �eld, but also on the 
political level,”

Faqi Baba said that there is 
a multitude of investment 
opportunities for both sides 
in projects that serve both 
countries’ economies.

Turkey has considerable 
experience in food processing 
and is ready to provide the Qatari 
market with all food stu�s and 
agricultural products, he added, 
noting that numerous Turkish 
companies are interested to 
establish trade alliances with 
their Qatari counterparts and 
launch joint ventures in food 
sector.

HE pointed out that agriculture 
sector is a promising sector in 
the Turkish economy, a�rming 
that Qatari investors are 
highly welcomed to enter into 
the Turkish market through 
manufacturing projects in 
agriculture and food products.
His Excellency revealed that 
there is an upcoming visit for 15 
Qatari investors to the Turkish 
capital, noting that it provides 
a good opportunity for both 
countries’ businessmen to 
review enhancing mechanisms 
of  cooperation in agricultural 
and economic sectors and 
investment opportunities.

Faqi Baba explained that 
number of leading Turkish 
investors and businessmen 
participated in the 6th Qatar 
International Agricultural 
Exhibition & Conference 

(AgriteQ 2018) recently held in 
D o h a .
The event, which was held 
from 20 -22, hosted more than 
313 exhibitors including 31 
international pavilions from 
over 36 countries.
The three-day event showcased 
the most important agricultural 
products and equipment, 
and innovative agricultural 
techniques and latest 
developments in the agricultural 
sector in Qatar. AgriteQ 2018 
also creates opportunities for 
producers and traders to ink 
deals to boost their business 
and o�ers latest technologies 
that can be used to support the 
agricultural sector. 
More than 40 Turkish companies 
specialised in agricultural and 
food sectors took part in the 
expo, as well as the pavilion of 
the Turkey’s Ministry of Food, 
Agriculture and livestock.

The Turkish-Qatari economic 
relations have developed 
during the past years. The value 
of foreign trade between the 
two countries reached last year 
QR 3.9bn.

According to Qatar Chamber 
data, number of Turkish 
companies operating in the 
Qatari market was about 205 
companies. Of these companies, 
there are 186 Qatari-Turkish 
companies, while there are 19 
companies with full Turkish 
capital. These companies are 
working in infrastructure, 
construction and contracting, 
engineering, trade, electricity, 
foodstu�s and auto parts.
Total value of Turkish projects in 
Qatar is amounted to QR 12bn.

• Valuable opportunities 

for establishing joint 

ventures for both 

countries’ economies

• Turkey enjoys 

considerable expertise 

in food processing and 

ready to transfer to the 

Qatari market

• Qatari, Turkish alliances 

to establish joint 

projects in food security

• 15 Qatari investor to visit 

Turkey soon

• Number of Turkish firms 

have investments in 

Qatar

• Leading Turkish 

investors participated in 

AgriteQ 2018

• Trade volume is 

expected to hit $ 5bn
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Training

QICCA Launches 2nd Phase of Training 

and Preparing Arbitrators Program

The four-day training and 
preparation program for 

arbitrators includes a number 
of topics such as the discussion 
of the substantive and formal 
conditions of the arbitral tribunal, 
the independence of the arbitration 
agreement, arbitration in the 
jurisprudence of public international 
law, arbitration of investment disputes 
based on national investment 
legislation, and the drafting and 
interpretation of the arbitration 
agreement in international 
contracts for construction. 
QICCA board member, HE Sheikh 
Dr Thani bin Ali bin Saud Al-
Thani said the program is gaining 
momentum in light of the State’s 
interest in commercial arbitration, 
which led the State of Qatar to 
issue arbitration law No. 2 of 2017. 
He added that the program 
includes all aspects of commercial 
arbitration and the practical reality 
of its application and it provides 

graduates with su�cient knowledge 
of arbitration at the scienti�c and 
practical level, while the registration 
of participants in the lists of 
arbitrators at the Qatar International 
Center for Conciliation and 
Arbitration in order to register them 
in the Ministry of Justice. He pointed 
out that the program contributes to 
the expansion of the rule of Qatari 
arbitrators in order to bene�t the 
country’s leading experience in 
arbitration, which attracted attention 
recently on regional and global levels. 
The “Professional Certi�cate” 
program aims to prepare and qualify 
Qatari cadres through a scienti�c and 
training program dealing with the 
concept and essence of arbitration 
and its nature and types, as well as the 
development in the jurisprudential 
legal thought, in order to assume the 
responsibility of settling commercial, 
�nancial and investment disputes 
through arbitration to contribute to 
lifting the burden on the judiciary. 

The various stages of the program 
aim to provide the participants 
with the ability to get the idea of 
commercial arbitration and its various 
applications, and the procedures 
for managing the arbitration 
proceedings between the claimant 
and the respondent, and how to 
formulate the arbitration rule and its 
main elements, and implement the 
arbitration rule and the reasons for its 
invalidity. The program also includes 
practical training on the mock trial. 
The program targets lawyers 
and legal advisers, legal and 
administrative leaders in the public 
and private sector companies, 
legal departments, ministries and 
government institutions, banks 
and �nancial institutions, as well as 
heads and members of boards and 
directors of companies, business 
owners, contractors and commercial 
agents, as well as arbitrators and 
experts in the �eld of commercial 
disputes.

Qatar University (QU) hosted the second phase of training and 
preparing arbitrators program, organized by Qatar International 

Center for Conciliation and Arbitration (QICCA) of Qatar Chamber, in 
cooperation with the QU’s Center for Continuing Education under the 
title “Arbitration Agreement and its Drafting Regulations”. 

Qatar Chamber Holds Customs Training Workshop

The workshop aimed to help them understand 
the laws and regulations, as well as helping 

them improve their e�ciency and productivity. The 
programme also focused on commerce and customs-
related terminology among other subjects and skills 
that the profession needs to limit tra�c at customs 
outlets. The �rst training programme was launched 
in 2015, providing training to 603 individuals. 
Qatar Chamber undertook the initiative due to the 
profession’s importance to the business environment.

Qatar Chamber in cooperation with the General Authority of Customs held the 
13th training workshop for customs brokers, with 55 trainees taking part.

preparing arbitrators program, organized by Qatar International 

the QU’s Center for Continuing Education under the 
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The latest economic reports issued by many international �nancial institutions 
such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) have showed that Qatari 

economy (Public and private sector) had proved great strength and e�ectiveness 
in addressing with the regional and international developments, particularly 
with the unfair siege imposed on the State of Qatar since June 2017.

Qatar Economy Records 

Green Indicators, Say Intel. 

Financial Institutions 

In a report, the IMF said that the 
impacts of the siege imposed 

on Qatar are fading. This is a 
testimony which demonstrated 
Qatar’s success in addressing the 

siege’s impacts. 
It noted that the country’s growth 
remained positive as new trade 
routes were quickly established, 
while the government have 

taken serious steps to boost the 
economic activity in the country.
The IMF’s report also said that 
on the heel of the siege, Qatar 
has rapidly launched new trade 
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routes, while the banking sector 
managed to mitigate the siege’s 
shock.
Qatar’s economy is expected to 
rise grow by 2.6% during the 
current year, it said.

The report stressed that the 
country’s �nancial system remains 
sound, referring to the $200 
billion (equivalent to 121 percent 
of 2017 GDP) infrastructure 
programme, which is in progress 
to diversify the economy and 
prepare Qatar for the FIFA 2022 
World Cup.
The IMF report explained that the 
banking system in Qatar adapted 
to the situation as the decline 
in foreign funding was o�set by 

injection of liquidity by Qatar 
Central Bank (QCB) and public-
sector deposits, particularly from 
Qatar Investment Authority (QIA). 
The report added that high-
frequency �nancial indicators, 
following the initial period, 
are improving and the pegged 
exchange rate remains 
s u s t a i n a b l e . 
“In addition, the authorities have 
launched an investigation into 
possible exchange and bond 
markets manipulation in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis,” the report 
noted.
Greater emphasis has been 
placed on coordination between 
the government, QCB, and the 
QIA, the report noted. 

“While QCB’s liquidity injections 
and increased public-sector 
deposits have helped mitigate the 
funding pressures on Qatari banks 
in the wake of the diplomatic rift, 
the banking system has to adjust 
to a new funding model,” IMF said.
A robust regulatory framework 
and e�ective supervision have 
helped ensure the resilience of 
the �nancial system. The ongoing 
e�orts that focus on bolstering 
macro-prudential regulations, 
and strengthening consolidated 
supervision would help to 
prevent and mitigate systemic 
risks, the report said.

According to IMF, deepening 
domestic �nancial markets, 
especially domestic government 
and corporate bond markets, 
should be a priority reform area 
to support non-hydrocarbon 
private sector growth.

In line with this trend, a report 
issued by the Group said that 
assets of banks in Qatar increased 
by QR 12.6 billion in February 
2018 reaching the value of QR 
1379.3 billion compared to QR 
1366.7 billion as in January 2018.

It also said that the government 
and public-sector  deposits 
increased by QR 4.8 billion to 

Reports
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reach to QR 301.3 billion. Of these 
deposits, there are QR 85.2 billion 
for the government, QR 186.9 b 
for the government institutions 
and QR 29.4 b for the semi-
governmental bodies.
The Group’s reports noted that 
government and public-sector 
loans increased by QR 9.9b to hit 
QR 359b, while the governmental 
bonds and notes decreased by 
QR 3.4b reaching QR 149.4b. 
IMF said Qatar’s macroeconomic 
performance remains resilient 
as the non-hydrocarbon real 
GDP growth was estimated to 
be around 4 percent in 2017, 
re�ecting the ongoing �scal 
consolidation.
The report pointed out that 
the self-imposed moratorium 
on new projects in the North 
oil�eld until the second quarter 
of 2017 along with the OPEC 
deal, has restrained the growth 
of hydrocarbon output, resulting 
in overall real GDP growth of 2.1 
percent in 2017.

IMF said the private sector is 
expected to see more resilience 
and maximize its contribution by 
70% in the GDP.
The private sector is also expects 
to make use of the government’s 
initiatives and decisions aiming 
at boosting its position as a key 

drive of the inclusive economic 
development.
In this regard, the government 
has announced many incentives 
and stimulating initiatives for 
the private sector and other 
economic sector including the 
industrial sector.
To support industry, the Single 
Window launched “Own A Factory 
Within 72 Hours” which included 
250 investment opportunities.

These initiatives also included 
postponing the loan instalments 
to industrial project owners for 
up to six months in order to 
support investors in the industrial 
sector and give greater role to the 
private sector in the economic 

development projects in the 
State.
They included urging all ministries 
and government departments 
to increase the percentage of 
purchasing local products from 
30% to100%, if the local product 
meets Qatari speci�cations and 
standards and reducing the rental 
value by 50% for all investors 
in the logistics areas of the 
Economic Zones Corporation in 
the south of the country, during 
2018 and 2019.

The new marine lines recently 
launched will enhance Qatar’s 
trade connections with various 
ports and will increase the value 
of Qatar’s non-oil exports.
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Reports

The Chamber, in its report 
which was prepared based 

on certi�cates of origin issued by 
the Chambers Research & Studies 
Department and Member A�airs 
Department, pointed out about 
2620 certi�cates of origin were 
issued in February 2018.

In February, Qatar exported 
goods and services to about 
62 countries, compared to 59 
in January. Countries receiving 
Qatar’s non-oil exports included 
12 Arab countries and GCC, 13 
European countries including 
Turkey, 17 Asian countries 
(excluding Arab countries), 17 
African countries (excluding Arab 
countries), 3 countries of North 
and South Americas.

Oman was still Qatar’s top non-oil 
exports destination in February 
accounting for QR 1,178 million 
or 54.4 percent of the total 
exports. It was followed by Hong 
Kong with almost QR 121.85m or 
5.62 percent and Germany with 

QR118.94m or 5.5 percent.

Turkey came in fourth place 
with almost QR 104m or 4.8 
percent followed by Switzerland 
with QR98.6m or 4.5 percent. 
Netherland was in the sixth place 

Qatar’s non-oil export has recorded a signi�cant increase 
of 4.8 percent to QR2.2b in February 2018, compared to 

January 2018 when it was QR2.1b, and an increase of  29.4% 
compared to February 2017 in which the value was QR 1.7b, 
Qatar Chamber (QC) said.

Qatar non-oil exports 

soar to QR2.2 billion 

in February
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followed by India, Indonesia, 
Bangladesh and China.
“It is clear that 89.22 percent of 
the total value of exports were 
received by the �rst ten countries 
abovementioned,” the QC report 
said.

GCC countries as an economic 
bloc were top destinations of 
Qatari exports amounting to 55.01 
percent of the total exports with 
QR1191.3m. Most of them were 
received by Oman and Kuwait.
European countries including 
Turkey come in the second place 
amounting to 20.1 percent of the 
total value with QR435m.
Asian countries come in the third 
place. They imported goods worth 
QR402.4m, which represents 
18.6 percent of the total non-
oil exports. In the fourth place, 
Arab countries received QR74m 
or3.4percent of the total value. 
North America came in the �fth 

place receiving QR46.1or 2.1 
percent. 
African countries come in the sixth 
place. They received QR16.2m 
followed by South America, which 
received QR0.2m.

Commenting on the report, QCs 
director general Saleh bin Hamad 
Al Sharqi said that the quantum 
leap in non-oil exports a�rmed 

the steadfastness towards 
achieving the self-su�ciency and 
economic dependence.
Despite the unfair siege enforced 
on Qatar, the country continued to 
implement its strategies aiming at 
promoting the economic growth 
and enhancing the outward trade 
as well as opening new channels 
of cooperation at all �elds with 
friendly countries, he noted.
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