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Editorial

Khalifa Bin Jassim Bin 
Mohammed Al Thani
Qatar Chamber Chairmam

Qatar Chamber has clocked 
a number of achievements 

and carried out a large number of 
activities and events during 2017. 
It continued to serve the Qatari 
private sector and the national 
economy in spite of the unjust 
siege  imposed by three GCC 
countries on the State of  Qatar. 
This illegal siege couldn’t impact 
the Qatar’s economy, nor did it 
undermine Qatar’s sovereignty. 
Obviously, the siege has not 
adversely affected the nation’s 
economic fundamentals. However, 
it has proved that the State of 
Qatar is steadily marching in the 
right path and demonstrated that 
the people of Qatar are sincerely 
supporting their  wise leadership 
who treated with the situation 
with steadfastness and wisdom. 
It has also proved that the Qatari 
private sector aptly deserved the 
support by the wise leadership 
and the government. 
Since the first day of the siege, 
the chamber played a key 
role in combating its affects. It 
held meetings with concerned 
authorities and businessmen to 
ensure the flow of commodities 
goods which were covered by 
alternative countries without any 

impact on consumers.
Qatar Chamber has moved in all 
directions to confront the crisis 
and maintain the flow of goods 
and products. 
It has expanded its network to 
find new import destinations 
and visited sisterly and friendly 
countries, including Oman, 
Pakistan, and Turkey, to 
secure partnerships between 
Qatari businessmen and their 
counterpar ts . 
The chamber also received a 
number of Arab and foreign 
business delegations to enhance 
trade exchange. It also called for 
the need to direct private sector 
investments to establish projects 
needed by the market, especially 
in the field of food security.
During the past year, the Chamber 
organized about 200 different 
events, received 52 international 
trade delegations, conducted 
14 overseas visits for the Qatari 
businessmen to a number of 
countries, as well as organized 
and participated in 14 trade fairs. 
It hosted many seminars and 
meetings with businessmen and 
representatives of the private 
sector to address challenges and 
obstacles they face in order to find 

appropriate solutions.
To cement its cooperation 
relations, QC signed 13 MOUs 
with local and foreign entities and 
chambers.
With regard of the development 
and training, the chamber 
organized 21 training sources, 
in addition to the arbitration 
programs held by the Qatar 
International Center of Conciliation 
and Arbitration and ICC Qatar.
The chamber also held, 
participated and sponsored 
number of trade and industrial 
exhibitions, foremost of which 
is the fifth edition of the “Made 
in Qatar” expo which was 
inaugurated by the Emir HH Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani , with 
the participation of more than 
320 Qatari  firms and factories and  
140 productive families. The expo 
achieved a great success and huge 
turnout from more than 18000 
visitors.
Overall, 2017 was one of the 
most busiest years for the 
chamber. It was full of activities 
and challenges. It significantly 
demonstrated the key role played 
by the chamber in representing 
and protecting the interests of the 
Qatari private sector.

2017, A year of Challenges and Milestones
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Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi
Director General

Qatar’s economy managed to post mega milestones during the past 
year despite the illegal siege imposed on the country since June 5. 

Beyond any doubt, the Qatari economic achievements frustrated 
the siege countries which expected a rapid collapse of  the country’s 
economic institutions. However, our national economy is still growing 
with the fastest rate and proved it is resilient and robust against crisis.
Qatar’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) grew by 1.8% during the second 
quarter of 2017, and by 3.7% in the third quarter which followed the 
siege. Most economic sectors are expected to grow by 4.1% in 2018 
backed by the growth of the non-oil sectors.

With regard of the non-oil sector, it has become over recent years a main 
engine of the economic process thanks to the great support provided 
by the Emir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and his directives 
to the government to offer further support to the private sector and 
to solve all obstacles that may hinder its desired role in the inclusive 
development of the country.

The growth of non-oil sector is clearly demonstrated in the Qatar 
Chamber monthly reports which is being prepared according to the 
certificates of origin issued by the chamber.
According to the figures of 2017, the total value of non-oil exports 
reached QR 18.1 bn distributed in 66 markets around the world.

They included industrial gases, aluminium alloys, bars and moulds, 
chemical fertilizers, steel veins and lotrene. Exports also included 
polyethylene, flour, detergents and plastic rolls, pipes and bags.

The non-oil exports are expected to further grow in 2018 thanks to the 
increase of the new companies and factories registered after the siege 
and started their production.

Qatar’s non-oil sectors 
post a rapid growth
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In its preparations for Qatar National Day, Qatar 
Chamber  (QC) has decorated its building with 

this year’s slogan “Promise of Prosperity and 
Glory” and photos of His Highness the Emir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and His 
Highness the Father Emir Sheikh Hamad bin 
Khalifa Al Thani.

The Chamber distributed 
souvenirs to visitors of the 

“Made in Qatar” expo which was 
held in parallel with National Day 
celebrations.
Commenting on the festivities, QC 
Chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Jassim Al Thani on behalf of all board 
members and the chamber’s staff 
expressed the sincere appreciation 
and congratulation to the Emir, 
the Father Emir, the Deputy Emir 
HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad Al 
Thani and all Qatar’s nationals and 
residents.
He said: «This annual national event 

is very close to our hearts; it is a day 
of pride and dignity of our home 
and our wise leadership”
 Sheikh Khalifa noted this ceremony 
reminded us with the mega 
millstones achieved by the State of 
Qatar in all aspects, affirming that 
despite the unjust siege imposed 
on the country, the economy 
continued to grow steadily and non-
oil sectors saw significant progress 
and development.
Underlining the Chamber’s 
achievements in 2017, he noted that 
it was full of activities and events in 
the chamber. 

The  Chamber organized a large 
number of activities, services and 
programs aimed at achieving a 
significant presence in many events 
and conferences held in the country 
and abroad, and contributed to the 
creation of constructive interaction 
with the Qatari business community 
and businessmen, in addition to 
its efforts during the unjust siege 
imposed on Qatar since 5 June 
2017, during which it succeeded in 
highlighting the role of the private 
sector as an active partner in the 
economic development of the 
country, he added.
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Chairman of Qatar Chamber Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin Mohammed 
Al Thani has hailed Qatar’s pro-private sector 2018 budget 

proposals. Responding to the budget proposals, he noted that 
the budget for the new fiascal has set aside significant fund 
for supporting food security projects, expanding small and 
medium industries and developing infrastructure in the 
economic and free zones, giving the private sector a 
wider opportunity to play a bigger role in the 
projects put forward by the State.

The 2018 budget boosts expenditure 
on major projects by allocating 45.8 

percent of the total budget expenditure 
to total about QR 93bn, almost the same 
level as in 2017.
The allocation of this large percentage of 
the new budget confirms the direction 
of the state towards the completion of 
major projects in the main sectors, along 
with those related to 2022 FIFA World 
Cup., as per the original schedule.

Qatar Chamber Chairman noted that 
the State continues to boost public 
expenditure on the main sectors, 
including education, health and 
infrastructure, by allocating QR83.5bn 
for these sectors, representing 41 
percent of the total expenditure in 
the 2017 budget, reflecting the State’s 
keenness on the interests of Qatari 
citizens through upgrading education 
and health services.

He expected the new budget to play an 
important role in moving the economic 
process in the coming period, especially 
as it involves the signing of new projects 
contracts worth a total of QR29bn, which 
promotes growth in non-oil sectors.

He noted that the budget supports 
the plans and directions of the State to 

continue the process of sustainable 
development with a focus on the 
implementation of key projects, 
especially those associated with hosting 
the FIFA World Cup in 2022. The budget 
also reveals the sound financial plans 
adopted by the government in dealing 
with fluctuations in international oil 
prices, as it assumes the conservative oil 
price of $45 per barrel.

The QC Chairman affirmed the strength 
of the Qatari economy and its rapid 
developments thanks to the wise vision 
of the leadership which enabled the 
Qatari economy to achieve growth rates 
that made it one of the fastest growing 
economies in the world. He underlined 
that the continued expenditure 
on infrastructure projects and the 
completion of major projects included 
in the national development strategy 
reflects the State’s interest in spending 
on this vital sector, which establishes for 
a modern state in various fields.

Qatar Chamber hails ‘pro-
private sector 2018 budget’
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News

In 2017, Qatar Chamber organized a large number of 
activities, services and programs aimed at achieving 

a significant presence in many events and conferences 
held in the country and abroad, and contributed to 
the creation of constructive interaction with the Qatari 
business community and businessmen, in addition to its 
efforts during the unjust siege imposed on Qatar since 

5 June 2017, during which it succeeded in highlighting 
the role of the private sector as an active partner in the 
economic development of the country.
During the past year, the Chamber organized about 
200 different events, received 52 international trade 
delegations, conducted 14 overseas visits for the Qatari 
businessmen to a number of countries, as well as 
organized and participated in 14 trade fairs.

The Chamber has strengthened its cooperation and 
coordination relations with all ministries, and concerned 
authorities in the State, while focusing its efforts to 
provide the best services in all sectors to promote 
comprehensive development in committees, programs 
and plans, and it organized a number of forums and 
events which had played a big role in fulfilling the 
ambitions and hopes of its businessmen.

Qatar Chamber has clocked a number of achievements and carried out a large number 
of activities and events during 2017. It also launched important initiatives and 

participated in others to develop the services it provides to its members as part of its 
pivotal role in enhancing competitiveness in Qatar, and enabling the private sector to play 
a greater role in the overall development of the country.

Qatar Chamber Hosted 
52 Trade Delegations, 
Signed 13 Cooperation 
Agreement in 2017
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It hosted many seminars and meetings with businessmen 
and representatives of the private sector to address 
challenges and obstacles they face in order to find 
appropriate solutions.

 It represented the country in GCC, Arab and international 
events as well as it held a number of economic and 
business forums and conferences. 
To cement its cooperation relations, QC signed 13 MOUs 
with local and foreign entities and chambers, including 
an MOU with Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Singapore and 
Indonesia chambers.
The chamber also held, participated and sponsored 
number of trade and industrial exhibitions such as Souq 
Hal Qatar, Made in China, Expo Turkey and Medfood.

 In 2017, the fifth edition of Made in Qatar expo was 
organized achieving a great success and huge turnout.
Globally, it has strengthened its presence and appearance 
in the international level as HE Qatar Chamber 
chairman, ICC Qatar chairman and ICC executive board 
member Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani received 
the International Chamber of Commerce›s inaugural 
‹Merchant of Peace› award in recognition for his «hard 
work» with the ICC, particularly with regard to the 
World Trade Agenda Initiative, a joint initiative of the 
International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and Qatar 
Chamber to facilitate trade around the world.

During the past year, the Chamber hosted and organized 
meetings with heads of state, ministers, officials and 
representatives of chambers of commerce in foreign 
countries. The Chamber hosted meetings with 8 
presidents, 3 prime ministers, 10 ministers, 7 officials and 
representatives of chambers of commerce. 
Since the first day of the siege, the chamber played a 
key role in combating its affects. It held meetings with 
concerned authorities and businessmen to ensure the 

flow of commodities goods which were covered by 
alternative countries without any impact on consumers.
Qatar Chamber has moved in all directions to confront 
the crisis and maintain the flow of goods and products. 
It has expanded its network to find new import 
destinations and visited sisterly and friendly countries, 
including Oman, Pakistan, and Turkey, to secure 
partnerships between Qatari businessmen and their 
counterparts. 
The chamber also received a number of Arab and foreign 
business delegations to enhance trade exchange. It also 
called for the need to direct private sector investments 
to establish projects needed by the market, especially in 
the field of food security.
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News

Over 34848 companies had 
renewed the commercial 

registration last year, he said, noting 
that the total number of companies 
registered in the chamber reached 
76666 companies compared to 
59926 in 2016 recording an increase 
of 28%.

Sheikh Khalifa pointed out that 32 
foreign companies had entered to 
the Qatari market for the first time 
last year, noting that 27 of them were 
registered during the siege imposed 
on the country since June 5.
He said that the number of 
companies established after the 
siege reached 7335 companies 

which affirmed that it had no impact 
on Qatar’s investment environment.
During the past year, the Chamber 
organized about 200 different 
events, received 52 international 
trade delegations, conducted 
14 overseas visits for the Qatari 
businessmen to a number of 
countries, as well as organized and 
participated in 14 trade fairs, Sheikh 
Khalifa added.

Since the first day of the siege, 
the chamber played a key role 
in combating its affects. It held 
meetings with concerned authorities 
and businessmen to ensure the flow 
of commodities goods which were 

covered by alternative countries 
without any impact on consumers.
Qatar Chamber has moved in all 
directions to confront the crisis and 
maintain the flow of goods and 
products, he noted, adding: “The 
Chamber has clocked a number 
of achievements and carried 
out a large number of activities 
and events during 2017. It also 
launched important initiatives and 
participated in others to develop 
the services it provides to its 
members as part of its pivotal role in 
enhancing competitiveness in Qatar, 
and enabling the private sector to 
play a greater role in the overall 
development of the country.”   

Over 14639 new companies were registered in 2017 
compared to 12910 in 2016 recording an increase 

of 13.4%, Qatar Chamber’s chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Jassem Al Thani said in a press statement.

QC’s members reached 76,666 
15,000 new companies established last year; QC
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Qatar Chamber held a meeting with the Sultanate of Oman’s 
Chamber in which they discussed mechanisms to enhance 

joint cooperation between Qatari and Omani businessmen and 
ways of introducing the business community in both countries 
to the investment opportunities available to both parties.

QC, Zafar chamber reviewed 
enhancing cooperation ties

Qatar Chamber vice chairman 
, Mohammed bin Ahmed bin 

Twar said during the meeting, that 
the Qatari people will not forget 
the position of the Sultanate of 
Oman during the unjust siege 
imposed on the country, pointing 
out that there is a great desire 
among the businessmen in Qatar 
to cooperate with the Omani side, 
especially with the availability 
of wide areas of cooperation 
between the two parties in many 
sectors.

He explained that the geographical 
location of the Sultanate of Oman 
qualifies it to take a leading 

economic position, 
and attract a large 
number of investors 
from all over the 
world. He noted 
the efforts taken by 
the Qatar Chamber 
to explore the 
opportunities in 
Oman, most notably 
the organization of 
the Omani Products Exhibition 
(OPEX), which was held in Doha 
last September and achieved great 
success in the introducing Omani 
products.

For his part, Chairman of the Board 

of Directors of the Oman Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry in 
Zafar, Sheikh Salim Abdullah Al 
Rawas stressed the desire and the 
welcome of Omani businessmen 
to cooperate with Qataris in all 
fields specially in the economic 
and commercial sector.
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News

The symposium was organised 
by the Social Responsibility 

Committee at Dar Al Sharq 
in collaboration with Qatar 
Chamber. The website of the 
Social Responsibility Committee 
was launched during the event. 
Speaking at the symposium, Sheikh 
Dr Thani bin Ali Al Thani, Chairman 
of Social Responsibility Committee, 
said that the upcoming conference 
will witness increase in activities 
related to enhancing awareness 
about social responsibility. 
“The Committee is satisfied with the 
success achieved by the conference 
during the past years, which 
contributed to raising awareness 
about social responsibility and its 
importance in the society,” he added. 
The economic aspects like profit 
and loss are no longer the sole 
determinant of the performance 
of companies. Rather, there are 

other aspects that contribute to 
the advancement of society and 
its members. Cultural and social 
values and social responsibility 
have become one of the most 
important factors used to 
measure the performance and 
contributions of companies 
and institutions in society. 
Al Thani also pointed out that there 
is an urgent need to devote more 
importance to this concept and 
strengthen it, especially after the 
unjust siege imposed on the country. 
Regarding the social responsibility 
award, he said that it aims to 
highlight the importance of social 
responsibility among companies and 
institutions in Qatar and also aims 
to create competition among them 
to provide projects and practices 
that benefit people and society. 
Abdullatif Al Mahmoud, CEO of 
Dar Al Sharq Group, pointed out 

the fifth conference has a special 
importance because it will be the 
first conference to be held after 
the unjust blockade on Qatar. 
Al Mahmoud also mentioned 
that the conference’s meetings 
and activities will show Qatar’s 
efforts in facing the blockade. 
“All the sectors have performed 
their responsibility and 
increased their products to meet 
the country’s development 
strategy, which contributed to 
overcoming the repercussion 
of the blockade,” he noted. 
The annual conference was 
launched in December 2013. 
The aim of the conferences is to 
educate and spread awareness 
about social responsibility among 
companies through encouraging 
initiatives and highlighting the 
companies achievements in this 
field.

Qatar Chamber and Dar Al Sharq hold 
symposium on social responsibility
Qatar Chamber and Dar Al Sharq organised a symposium on “Social Responsibility 2018 

and Beyond” which stressed on the need of the social responsibility after the blockade. 
They also announced that the fifth conference and awards for Social Responsibility 
for 2017 will be held in February under the theme ‘responsibilities despite challenges’. 
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According to a press statement, QC said the 
directory includes seven chapters to help 

members learn about the procedures to get the service. 
The first chapter is about the membership services 
that include attestation on commercial invoices 
and issuance of certificates of origin. It also includes 
the subscription services such as registration 
and renewal of companies and institutions, 
signature verification, editing and cancellation. 
The second chapter includes legal and arbitration 
services presented by Qatar International 
Centre for Conciliation & Arbitration (QICCA). It 
includes disputes settlement and disseminating 
arbitration culture among the chamber’s members. 
The third chapter includes information 
services, economic research studies and 
reports. It also includes the publications issued 
by the Chamber, while the fourth chapter 
includes training and development services. 
The fifth chapter covers corporate services including 
holding meetings with foreign trade delegations. 
The sixth chapter highlights the private sector 
representation services including organising 
exhibitions, ICC Qatar membership, Qatar 
Businesswomen Forum and business trips. 
The seventh chapter includes business sector and 
committees services which include studying obstacles 
facing the private sector and the proposed solutions. 
Commenting on the directory, QC’s Director 
General Saleh bin Hamad al Sharqi said its 
objective is to collect all the Chamber services in 

a booklet that includes all that the businessmen 
or the Chamber’s members need to know. 
“It helps to enhance the Chamber’s communication 
with the local business community and also 
helps the private sector to develop itself 
and play a key role in the comprehensive 
economic development of the country.” 
Sharqi affirmed the Chamber’s interest in 
enhancing its communication with its members. 
“To do this, the Chamber updates its 
members’ data via its website and through 
a questionnaire made for this objective. 
“The chamber is keen to inform its members on all 
conferences, seminars, meetings, exhibitions and 
events being held by the chamber,” he added.

Qatar Chamber (QC) has issued a comprehensive 
directory in Arabic and English languages, 

informing various services the Chamber offers to its 
members.

QC issues services 
directory in Arabic, English
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Qatari-Kuwaiti Business Forum 
Discusses Ways to Enhance 
Economic, Trade Cooperation

The Qatari-Kuwaiti Business Forum was held at Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry in the presence of HE Qatar Chamber chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim 

bin Mohamed al-Thani, and HE Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and Industry chairman 
Ali Mohamed al-Ghanim and a large number of businessmen in both countries.

Khalifa bin Jassim: total trade between Qatar and Kuwait 
reached QR 2.5 billion in 2017

The number of joint Kuwaiti-Qatari companies reached 393 
companies with a total capital of about 2.6 billion riyals.

conferences
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HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim 
bin Mohammed Al-Thani 

praised the deep-rooted Qatari-
Kuwaiti brotherly relations, adding 
that the ties between the two 
brotherly countries are strong, 
well-established and characterized 
by ties of blood and closeness and 
common destiny. These relations 
were developed over the past years 
under the wise leadership of the 
leaders of the two countries, HH the 
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani, and HH the Emir of the State 
of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, he said.

He added that the visit of the 
delegation of Qatari businessmen 
to the sisterly country of Kuwait 
comes within the framework of 
these distinguished relations and 
the desire of the two parties to take 
these relations to higher levels of 
cooperation in a way that reflects on 
the Qatari and Kuwaiti economies 
and meets the aspirations of the 
two brotherly peoples.

Qatar Chamber chairman said 
that the forum will discuss ways 
of boosting relations between the 
two countries’ business sectors, 
increasing trade exchange between 
them, exploring investment 
opportunities available in Qatar 
and Kuwait, and possible alliances 
between Qatari and Kuwaiti 
businessmen as well as establishing 
joint ventures in Qatar and Kuwait.
HE also pointed out that the State of 
Qatar views the efforts exerted by 
HH the Emir of the State of Kuwait 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah to restore the Gulf’s unity 
with greater appreciation. Qatar has 
repeatedly expressed its support for 
Kuwait’s recent efforts led by HH the 
Emir to solve the Gulf crisis through 
dialogue.

The number of Kuwaiti companies 
fully-owned by Kuwaiti investors in 
Qatar reached 132 companies by 
the end of last year (2017) with a 

total capital of QR 480 million

 
His Excellency added that as a Qatari 
private sector, we appreciate the 
Kuwaiti private sector’s presence 
on our side since the beginning 
of the unjust siege imposed on 
Qatar on 5 June, and the Kuwaiti 
companies have supplied the Qatari 
market with many products and 
commodities since the beginning of 
the crisis, which played an important 
role in stabilizing the local market.
HE stressed that the Qatari-Kuwaiti 
Forum will open more horizons for 
cooperation between the two sides, 
to conclude agreements between 
Qatari and Kuwaiti companies to 
promote trade exchange and the 
establishment of joint ventures.

He said that the investment relations 
between the two countries’ 
businessmen have witnessed 
rapid growth in recent years. The 
number of Kuwaiti companies fully-
owned by Kuwaiti investors in Qatar 
reached 132 companies by the 
end of last year (2017) with a total 
capital of QR 480 million, while the 
total number of joint Qatari-Kuwaiti 
companies operating in the State of 
Qatar is about 261 companies with a 
total capital of about QR 2.1 billion, 
bringing the total number of joint 
Kuwaiti-Qatari companies to about 
393 companies with a total capital 
of about 2.6 billion riyals.
 
Qatar Chamber chairman added 
that the total trade between Qatar 
and Kuwait reached about QR 2.5 
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billion in 2017 compared to QR 2.3 
billion in 2016 with an 8.7 percent 
growth. Qatar exported to Kuwait 
QR 1.7 billion of goods during last 
year, while the value of imports 
from Kuwait reached about QR 800 
million.

HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin 
Mohammed Al-Thani expressed 
his sincere thanks to the Kuwaiti 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, headed by Ali Mohamed 
al-Ghanim for the warm reception 
and hospitality. He also thanked the 
Kuwaiti businessmen who attended 
the forum, wishing that it would 
contribute to strengthening the 
relations of cooperation between 
businessmen in the two brotherly 
countries, and building real 
partnerships that support economic 
and trade cooperation between the 
two countries.
For his part, Kuwait Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry chairman 

Ali Mohamed al-Ghanim praised the 
successes and achievements of the 
Qatari economy.
Speaking at the opening of the 
forum, he said that the visit of 
the Qatari business delegation to 
Kuwait comes in the context of 
the continuous communication 
imposed by shared brotherhood, 
interests and future, adding that the 
Kuwaiti businessmen do not need 
to talk about the Qatari economy 
and its achievements, as they are 
following with admiration and 
pride the footsteps of Qatar and its 
success in laying the foundations 
of a strong and sophisticated 
economic structure through the 
optimum utilization of its strategic 
location, advanced infrastructure 
and communications network.

The Kuwait Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry chairman pointed out 
that Qatari businessmen are also not 
less knowledgeable than Kuwaitis 

about the basic and distinctive 
features of the Kuwaiti economy 
with its national human capabilities, 
advanced trade and infrastructure, 
institutional structure, a strong 
and widespread banking sector, 
advanced financial market, and a 
fair judicial system.
Al-Ghanim pointed out that 
the forum is an opportunity to 
introduce the latest developments 
and improvement of the business 
and investment environment in 
Kuwait, and to explain the main 
features of the vision of Kuwait 2035 
and its main projects.

Qatari-Kuwaiti Forum will open 
more horizons for cooperation 
between the two sides, to conclude 
agreements between Qatari and 
Kuwaiti companies to promote trade 
exchange and the establishment of 
joint ventures.
During the forum, presentations 
were made by the Qatari and Kuwaiti 

conferences
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sides on the investment climate and opportunities.
Assistant of Road Projects Department at the Public 
Works Authority (Ashghal) Bader Mohammed 
Darwish gave a presentation on infrastructure, 
roads projects and other projects supervised by 
(Ashghal). 
He reviewed the most important projects of 
highways and bridges, the opening of many roads 
and bridges, noting that there are currently 100 
bridges and tunnels and there are intentions to 
increase them and include plans to build 575 
kilometers of highways and 540 kilometers of 
bicycle tracks, in addition to 540 kilometers of 
footpaths.
He added that Ashghal plans to plant 2 million 
square meters of land, including 1.3 million small 
trees and 31,000 large trees.
Mr. Saleh Bin Hamad Al Sharqi, Director General of 
Qatar Chamber, said that the Business Forum was a 
great success, pointing out to the great attendance 
by Kuwaiti businessmen and investors who have 
shown great interest in identifying the investment 
opportunities available in Qatar.
He pointed out that the bilateral meetings between 
Qatari and Kuwaiti businessmen dealt with the 
possibility of establishing alliances and partnerships 
between the two parties, And will lead by providing 
all facilities that help encourage businessmen 
from both countries to establish commercial and 
industrial partnerships.
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Qatari-Turkish economic forum 
reviews boosting joint investments

Delivering opening speech at the 
Qatar-Turkey Economic Forum 

in Doha, Minister of Economy and 
Commerce HE Sheikh Ahmed bin 
Jassem bin Mohammed al Thani 
said the agreement would also aim 
at exploring new markets for both 
Turkish and Qatari products. 
“Qatar is strategically positioned to 
be a commercial hub for the Arab 
countries and the rest of the world,” 
he said.

Hailing Turkey for its continued 
support to Qatar in overcoming 
economic challenges imposed by 
the siege countries, the minister 
said that Turkish firms made up for 
most of the consumer goods that 

used to be imported from the siege 
countries. 

Turkish firms have provided high-
quality alternatives for many 

consumer goods, he said, adding 
that both Qatari and Turkish private 
sectors have played a vital role in 
beating the siege.

Highlighting the growing trade 
between Qatar and Turkey, 
the minister said, “The volume 
of trade between the two 
countries during the first half 
of 2017 was about QR2 billion.” 
He said that the trade volume 
between the two countries saw a 
growth of 30 percent since the start 
of the siege in June last year.

The minister noted that the joint 
economic forum reflected mutual 
goal of the two sides to explore 

Qatar is all set to conclude an economic and trade partnership 
agreement with Turkey to grant preferential treatment to 

Turkish goods and services in the domestic market, Minister of 
Economy and Commerce said on Tuesday 16 Jan. 
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wider horizons for trade and 
economic cooperation and open 
up new fields to promote joint 
investments in the light of the great 
economic and trade potential of the 
two countries.

Qatar’s success in overcoming the 
economic challenges shows its 
ability to open new channels with 
various trading partners around the 
world.
Speaking about the Qatari 
economy, the minister said that 
Qatar has maintained its position 
as one of the strongest regional 
economies and among the most 
promising economies on the 
global level despite the embargo 
imposed on it since June 5 last year. 
Qatar’s success in overcoming the 
economic challenges shows its 
ability to open new channels with 
various trading partners around the 
world.

“We have developed alternative 
sources of import for goods and 
services through air cargo at Hamad 
International Airport from Turkey, 
India, Oman, Kuwait, Singapore, 
Thailand, China and Pakistan,” he 
said.
He said that Hamad Port now 
accounts for 27 percent of the 
regional trade volume in the Middle 
East and has reached 14 ports and 
72 destinations worldwide thanks 
to its modern and huge logistical 
capabilities.
He pointed out that the country 
has undertaken to achieve self-
sufficiency in many vital sectors 
through the implementation of 
projects including the launch of 
major projects for investors in the 
field of food security, logistics, 
sports, tourism, industrial, health, 
education and services.

150 companies

More than 150 companies 
representing infrastructure, 
construction, medicines, medical 

supplies, food, agriculture, rubber, 
plastics, industrial equipment, 
electricity, logistics and security 
systems sectors participated in the 
forum.

The forum was also attended by 
Turkish Minister of Customs and 
Trade Bulent Tufenksi and Qatar 
Chamber Chairman Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Jassim al Thani.

During the forum, Turkey’s Minister 
of Customs and Trade Bulent Tufenkci 
noted that the two countries could 
further enhance investment and 
co-operation ties in various sectors. 
He said Turkey is home to the 
world’s second largest construction 
and contracting sector. With 250 
construction companies at the 
global level, he said Turkey is keen 
to increase co-operation between 
Qatar and Turkey in the field of 
construction.

“Qatar and Turkey can join together 
to produce a similar product… I 
believe we could be in a position 
to do that for many years,” Tufenkci 
said.
The Turkish minister also said that 
by enhancing trade relations of 
both sides, Qatar and Turkey can 
work together through investments 
in other countries. 

“Large scale energy infrastructure 
and investments are important for 
us and important development 
projects will be implemented in the 
upcoming terms. 

“In that regard, both countries’ 
economies complement each other; 
hence we can enter third country 
markets with investments. The 
Turkish private sector, especially 
in the field of construction, has 
been quite successful in accessing 
global markets,” Tufenkci said. 
Tufenkci also emphasised on 
Turkey’s support for Qatar during 
the ongoing economic embargo 
imposed on the country. He said 
Turkey had also faced challenges 
in previous years but had managed 
to recover its economy. “In 2016, 
Turkey stood against an attempted 
coup, but with the help of the 
private sector, Turkey’s economy 
was back on track. In the third 
quarter of 2017, Turkey recorded an 
11.1% economic growth, which is a 
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record achievement,” he said.

The co-operation between business 
sectors in Qatar and Turkey, has 
led to an increase in trade volume 
to reach QR 3.9bn in 2017 and the 
rise in imports from Turkey by 30% 
compared to 2016,”

Speaking on the occasion, Sheikh 
Khalifa said the embargo imposed 
on Qatar “was a great incentive for 
the Qatari private sector to expand its 
activities in the economic process.”  
“Turkish goods and commodities 
have played an important role 
in stabilizing the Qatari market, 
and we hope to continue the 
development of these partnerships 
to achieve the desired economic 
benefit the two countries in the 
long term,” Sheikh Khalifa said. 
He added: “I hope that this economic 
forum will achieve its objectives in 
enhancing co-operation between 
businessmen in both countries and 
contribute to the establishment 
of new partnerships and alliances. 
Following a 30% growth in Qatar-
Turkey bilateral trade in the fourth 

quarter of 2017, trade volume 
between the two countries is 
expected to “increase further” this 
year, he said.
Sheikh Khalifa lauded the “growing 
co-operation” between the two 
countries’ public and private sectors. 
In 2017, he said Qatar Chamber 
and the Union of Chambers and 
Commodity Exchanges of Turkey 
signed an agreement to enhance 
bilateral and economic ties between 
Qatar and Turkey. 
“We will soon sign a new trade 
agreement with Turkey, which will 
serve our commercial trade in Qatar,” 

Sheikh Khalifa noted, adding that 
Qatar-Turkey relations “are growing,” 
particularly in the banking sector, 
real estate, and other industries.
In the long-term, Sheikh Khalifa 
said the trade agreements would 
lead to the establishment of more 
joint ventures between both the 
countries. 
There are 186 Turkish companies 
working on joint ventures in 
the Qatari market, in addition 
to 19 Turkish companies with 
full ownership of Turkish capital 
worth QR63mn in the fields of 
infrastructure, construction and 

conferences
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The promotion of incentives and 
development of trade facilities would 
help encourage joint investments 
between Qatar and Turkey, private 
sector leader Qatar Chamber said. 
On the sidelines of the Qatar-Turkey 
Economic Forum held in Doh, 
Qatar Chamber chairman Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Jassim bin Mohamed 
al-Thani held a meeting with Arda 
Armut, the president of the Turkish 
Investment Promotion Authority. 
During the meeting, the two 
officials discussed Qatar-Turkey 
bilateral ties and ways to enhance 

economic co-operation. This, Sheikh 
Khalifa said, would contribute to the 
development of mutual investments 
and increase growth rates aspired 
by both countries.
 
Armut noted that the Turkish 
Investment Promotion Authority 
welcomes Qatari investments, citing 
Turkey’s various “incentives and 
advantages” to attract investments. 
He pointed out that his agency 
“is solving all the obstacles facing 
any Qatari investor in Turkey and 
providing all facilities to investors.”

Incentives, facilities to encourage 
joint investments between Qatar 

and Turkey

contracting, engineering consulting, 
trade and electrical work, he said.
“In recent years, there has been 
a tangible and accelerated 
strengthening of co-operation 
between our two countries. This 
has been greatly reflected in the co-
operation between business sectors 
in Qatar and Turkey, which has led 
to an increase in trade volume to 
reach QR 3.9bn in 2017 and the 
rise in imports from Turkey by 30% 
compared to 2016,” Sheikh Khalifa 
said.

He stressed that Qatar’s economy 
had continued to grow, despite 
the economic blockade imposed 
on Qatar. Citing official figures, 
Sheikh Khalifa said real GDP growth 
accelerated from 1.8% in the second 
quarter of 2017 to 3.7% in the third 
quarter of the same year.
Qatar, through Turkish commercial 
vehicle manufacturer BMC, will 
be involved in the production 
of Turkey’s first locally-built 
automobile, according to an official 
of the Union of Chambers and 
Commodity Exchanges of Turkey 
( TOBB).

Speaking at the event, TOBB 
president Rifat Hisarciklioglu 
said Qatar is part of a consortium 
involved in the production Turkey’s 
“first local and national automobile.”
Citing another achievement, 
Hisarciklioglu noted that the Turkish 
government was able to create jobs 
for 1.5mn people in Turkey in 2017.
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conferences

The statement, 
prepared on behalf 

of global business by the 
International Chamber 
of Commerce (ICC) and 
issued at the conclusion 
of the MC11 Business 
Forum, contained 
recommendations to WTO 
members on the future 
direction of the World 
Trade Agenda (WTA) a 
joint initiative between 
ICC and Qatar Chamber. 
These recommendations were developed following 
prior consultations with businesses and private-sector 
associations from across the world.
The recommendations focus on three main elements: 
strengthening the role of the WTO in response to global 
challenges; establishing a new work programme for the 
WTO covering priority issues for business; and providing 
support to WTO members in their MC11 discussions and 
beyond.
The statement highlights the importance of safeguarding 
existing multilateral trade commitments, avoiding 
protectionism, and sustaining the WTO’s dispute settlement 
function. It also emphasises the key role that the WTO 
system has played in driving economic growth and 
development – and urges governments to commit to a new 
and pragmatic agenda for the WTO in line with the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals.
Commenting on the forum’s outcomes, Chairman of Qatar 
Chamber and ICC Qatar HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al 
Thani commended the World Trade Agenda initiative and its 
role in the last five years in establishing business priorities 
by working with the international private sector and 
governments to define an inclusive and multilateral world 
trade agenda for economic growth and job creation in line 
with the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
He added that the forum called for the continued and 
expeditious implementation of the WTO’s landmark Trade 
Facilitation Agreement (TFA), affirming that this contributes 
to creating innovative public-private partnerships such 

as the Global Alliance 
for Trade Facilitation 
– launched at the 
WTO’s 10th Ministerial 
Conference in 2015. 
Global business stressed 
the importance of 
avoiding protectionism 
in cross-border 
investment which 
significantly leads to 
sustainable economic 
growth and job creation, 
he pointed out.

Sheikh Khalifa said that participants of the business forum 
reaffirmed their strong support for the multilateral trading 
system under the auspices of the WTO and called on all 
governments to strengthen the WTO system.
They emphasized the vital role played by the multilateral 
trading system in lifting millions out of poverty around 
the world and confirmed their strong support for the 
objectives of the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) adopted in 2015 which requires a pragmatic 
approach from WTO Members to turn to WTO’s longstanding 
Doha Development Agenda into a realizable “Sustainable 
Development Agenda”.  
Sheikh Khalifa said that the forum also shed light on the 
e-commerce,  affirming  the vital role it plays in enabling 
micro-, small- and medium-sized businesses to access 
global markets.
ICC Secretary General John Danilovich commented that 
business is clear in its strong and unequivocal support for 
the WTO and encourage governments to take pragmatic 
steps to strengthen the global trading system at MC11. He 
added that this will require a flexible approach to ensure 
that the WTO can respond effectively to global challenges.
WTO Director-General Roberto Azevêdo said “I want to 
thank the ICC and the global business community for these 
recommendations and for the fantastic engagement that 
we are seeing between the private sector and the WTO. I 
welcome this strong show of support, and these constructive 
ideas about how we can strengthen the trading system and 
take our work forward in future. 

Global business outlines trade priorities in a call 
to WTO members at the MC11 Business Forum

Global business has emphasised its “strong and unequivocal” support for the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) in a statement issued at the First Business Forum held 

alongside the WTO’s 11th Ministerial Conference (MC11) in Buenos Aires on 12 December. 
This major business forum is the first ever held within the framework of a Ministerial 
Conference, with ICC co-sponsoring the event.
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Leaders unite at Securing Sport 
2018 and call for new approach 
to safeguard sport 

Leaders and international experts 
from the field of sport safety, 

security and integrity gathered at 
Securing Sport 2018 in Washington 
D.C this week to highlight the 
importance of a united approach 
to protecting sport as well as the 
urgent need to establish strong 
multi-sector partnerships to combat 
the emerging threats in sport safety, 
security and integrity. 

Under the theme of ‘The Business 
of Protecting the Future of Sport’, 
Securing Sport 2018 brought 
together executives and experts 
from around the world to address 
key security and integrity issues 
facing sport and to explore business 
opportunities associated with major 
event security, sport governance 

and integrity and the 
2022 FIFA World Cup in 
Qatar. 
Organised by the 
U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, the 
International Centre 
for Sport Security 
(ICSS) and The McCain 

Institute and with the 
support of the Qatar 

Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, Securing Sport 
2018 featured speakers 

and panellists from a 
range of international 

organisations including the 
Supreme Committee for Delivery & 
Legacy, United States Anti-Doping 
Agency (USADA), the Department 
of Homeland Security, U.S. Center 
for SafeSport, World Bank, Sport 
Radar USA and the NFL Players’ 
Association. 

Speaking at the opening, 
Mohammed Hanzab, ICSS 
Chairman, said: “Sport is an 
unparalleled economic, social, and 
cultural force. Yet, it is under attack 
like never before. 
“When I established the ICSS nearly 
eight years ago, I envisaged a world 
where sport is free from corruption 
and where stadia and major events 
were safe and secure for all. 
“Through the ICSS and forums like 

Securing Sport 2018, which gather 
top international experts from all 
sectors and corners of the world, I 
am passionate about making this 
vision a reality however, if we are 
to achieve this, it is urgent that we 
stand together, collaborate and 
bring together different sectors and 
expertise to confront the growing 
threats facing the security and 
integrity of sport.” 

U.S. Chamber President and CEO 
Thomas J. Donohue added: “Sport 
is important to a nation’s culture, 
identity, and often, its economy. 

As part of Qatar Chamber’s support 
for the event, QC’s Board Member 
Adel Al Mannai attended on behalf 
of the chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Jassim Al Thani. 
Al Mannai expressed the Chamber’s 
thank to the ICSS and Mccain 
Institute for hosting a very vital 
event that sought mechanisms 
of protecting and securing sports 
worldwide.

He affirmed the Chamber’s 
commitment to supporting events 
adopted by the ICSS which made 
great efforts since its establishment 
9 years ago.
Mannai praised the sessions 
contents, noting they touched key 
issues in the field of securing sports.

with the support of Qatar Chamber
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Delegations

A delegation of 21 Turkish furniture  manufacturers held a meeting 
with Qatar Chamber officials at a business forum to explore 

opportunities to promote their products in the Qatari market.  

Members of the Turkish delegation also held 
a B2B meeting with Qatari businessmen 

on the occasion to finalize business deals.  
Called ‘Mobiliyum B2B Forum’, the event saw 
the participation of a number of dignitaries 
from the two countries.
Speaking on the occasion, Qatar Chamber 
Vice Chairman Mohammed bin Ahmed 
bin Twar said the chamber was keen on 
enhancing cooperation between Qatari 
businessmen and their Turkish counterparts 
in order to achieve further growth.
He said Qatar Chamber signed a 
number of agreements with Turkish 
organizations to strengthen trade 
relations between the two countries.  
The chamber has signed agreement with Union 
of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges 
of Turkey to facilitate the establishment 
of alliances and partnerships between 
Qatari and Turkish companies, he said. 
Hailing Turkish companies for their 
participation in Qatar’s economic growth, 
Twar said more than 200 companies operate 
in the various economic sectors of Qatar.
The total investments of Turkish construction 
companies in Qatar exceeded $11.6 billion, 
most of which are related to the Qatar 2022 
projects. 

Turkish furniture firms 
explore Qatari market
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Doha to host ‘Qatari-Pakistani 
Business and Investment 

Conference’ in 2018
Doha will be the host of the ‘Qatari-Pakistani Business and 

Investment Conference’ slated in the first quarter of 2018, Qatar 
Chamber said in a statement on Thursday 7 December 2017.

The Chamber said the 
conference will gather some 50 

Pakistani businessmen, who will 
discuss investment and business 
opportunities between Qatar 
and Pakistan in different sectors. 
Vice-chairman Mohamed bin Twar 
made the announcement during 
business meeting with a delegation 
of Pakistani businessmen led by 
Zahed Latif Khan, chairman of the 
Pakistan Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, Rawalpindi. 

During the meeting, the two 
sides discussed ways to enhance 
joint cooperation and details of 
the conference. Khan also invited 
Qatar Chamber and Qatari business 
owners to visit Pakistan and 
participate in the ‘Gwadar’ Port 

Conference in March 2018.
Bin Twar said the Chamber 
welcomes the establishment of 
a business conference that looks 
at investment opportunities 
between Qatar and Pakistan. He 
noted that Qatari businessmen 
are keen to discuss the investment 
opportunities available in Pakistan, 
especially in view of the State’s focus 
on food security, industrialisation, 
pharmaceuticals, and agriculture 
projects, which will be highlighted 
during the conference. 
The conference is expected to 
create effective partnerships 
between the two sides, particularly 
in light of the incentives provided 
by the Qatari government to attract 
foreign investments and facilitate 
the business environment, he said.

He said he hopes that the 
conference “would achieve 
remarkable successes in the 
interest of enhancing cooperation 
between the private sectors of 
both countries.” He said the Qatari 
economic and trade sectors, 
which are witnessing remarkable 
movement and development, 
welcome any investment that can 
further grow Qatar’s economy.
Khan said the Pakistani private 
sector “is ready to cooperate” with 
Qatar “in all areas of investment.” 
He called on members of the 
Chamber to visit Pakistan and 
explore the available investment 
opportunities and to interact with 
their Pakistani counterparts to 
enhance cooperation “in all fields 
of economic development.”
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Delegations

In their meeting with the 
Indonesian delegation, QC 

officials laid particular emphasis 
on cooperation in the fields of food 
production, furniture, pharmacy 
and construction materials. The 
visiting delegation was headed by 
Indonesian Chamber of Commerce 
Vice Chairman Helmy Shebubakar. 
The trade exchange between the 
two countries, which reached 
QR1.8 billion last year, is driven 
largely by mutual business 
understanding that stems from 
investments, especially in the 
communications and banking 
fields, said QC board member 
HE Ali bin Abdul Latif al Misnad. 
“There are nearly nine Qatari-
Indonesian joint companies 
that work in the field of 

contracting, engineering and 
information technologies,” he said. 
Negotiations are on for Qatari 
investors to undertake several 
infrastructure projects on building 
or developing roads, power 
plants and ports and investing 
in mining and communications, 
Misnad said, adding that there 
are a number of Qatari investors 
keen to explore the investment 

opportunities in Indonesia. 
Reaffirming the Qatari mega 
projects’ resilience to the unjust 
siege imposed on Qatar, Misnad 
said the country remained an 
attractive destination for foreign 
investments. The infrastructure 
projects related to hosting the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 are progressing 
as per the schedule, he added. 
Talking about the Indonesian 
industrial sector, which contributes 
40 percent to the national GDP, 
Shebubakar said, “There sector 
offers several characteristics that 
are unique to Indonesia, especially 
furniture manufacture, building 
materials supply, pharmacy and 
communication.” He called for 
a unified approach to establish 
mutual investments opportunities.

The Qatar-Indonesia Business Forum, hosted in Doha by Qatar Chamber (QC), 
served as a platform for private sectors in the two countries to explore areas 

of cooperation and discuss means to enhance bilateral trade.

Qatar, Indonesia seek to 
enhance bilateral trade ties
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Qatar Chamber Vice-Chairman Mohammed bin Ahmed bin Twar met with Asela Iddawela, 
chairman of Sri Lanka Land Reclamation and Development Corporation, at the Chamber 

headquarters in the presence of H.E. ASP Liyanage, Ambassador of Sri Lanka to Qatar.

Qatar Chamber holds trade talks 
with Sri Lanka

The meeting addressed 
economic and trade relations 

between Qatar and Sri Lanka 
and ways to enhancing them as 
well as reviewing the investment 
opportunities available in both 
sides and urging both countries’ 
businessmen to establish joint 
ventures and partnerships in many 
sectors particularly in  reclamation 

and agriculture.
Speaking on the occasion, Bin 
Twar praised Sri Lanka-Qatar 
relationship stressing that there 
are galore opportunities for 
cooperation between Qatari and 
Sri Lankan companies, affirming 
the steadiness of Qatar Chamber 
to provide the Sri Lankan side 
with all data and information 

The total trade volume between 
Qatar and Sri Lanka stood 

at $73mn in 2017, according to 
Qatar Chamber vice chairman 
Mohamed bin Twar. Speaking at 
the ‘Employment Promotion in 
Qatar,’ organised recently by the 
Sri Lankan embassy in Qatar and 
the Chamber, Bin Twar said Qatar 
considers Sri Lanka as a “strategic 
partner” in South Asia.
He said both countries signed 
various agreements and 
memoranda of understanding 
(MoUs) to enhance economic 
relations, “but what has been 
achieved so far does not reflect the 
capabilities both countries have.” 
“The state of Qatar is attaching 
great importance to developing 
co-operation relations in South 

Asia. There are many Qatari 
investments in this vital region 
and there is room for more in the 
near future,”he said in his speech. 
In 2017, Bin Twar said the Chamber 
met with Sri Lankan President 
Maithripala Sirisena, who, 
according to the Qatar Chamber 
official, “was very keen to meet 
Qatari businessmen whom he 
encouraged to invest in Sri Lanka.” 
Bin Twar noted that there 
are around 210 Sri Lankan 
companies operating in Qatar 
with a capital of about QR45.5mn.  
“On behalf of Qatar Chamber, 
I’d like to invite more Sri Lankan 
companies to take part in the 
renaissance taking place in Qatar 
and to establish joint ventures 
with Qataris in all sectors.  

“Meanwhile, we urge Qatari 
businessmen to explore 
the abundant investment 
opportunities in Sri Lanka and to 
establish business partnerships 
and alliances with their Sri 
Lankan counterparts,” he said. 
He said there are around 120,000 
Sri Lankans employed in Qatar, 
and added that the “distinguished 
relations” between Qatar and Sri 
Lanka “are reflected in the presence 
of a large number of Sri Lankan 
expatriates who contribute to the 
development of Qatar.”
 “I will seize this opportunity to 
emphasize Qatar’s great efforts to 
strengthen and ensure the rights 
of the expatriate labourers through 
the applied laws and procedures. 
The achievements of Qatar 
regarding the care of expatriate 
labourers included the building 
high-quality labour camps and 
creating labour dispute resolution 
committees to facilitate litigation 
for labourers in need of care,” he said. 

regarding doing business in Qatar.

Qatar-Sri Lanka trade volume 
reaches $73mn in 2017
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Ibrahim Shahbik ,  Assistant Secretary- 
General at QICCA, said that the program 

which includes 15  training hours discussed 
establishing companies and commercial 
agencies, kinds of companies according to 
the Qatari laws as well as highlighting the 
difference between commercial agencies 
and contracts of distribution, commercial 
representation and the promotion of 
commodities and services.

He affirmed that the program is an fruitful 
outcome of the constructive cooperation 
between QICCA and the Qatar University’s 
Centre for Continuous Education. 

The five-day course delivered by Dr 
Yassin El Shazly, Assistant Professor of 
Commercial Law at Qatar University,  is of 
a particular importance to all businessmen 
and entrepreneurs who are interested in 
setting up new companies or obtaining 
a commercial agency in the country, he 
noted.
Earlier, QICCA and the Centre for 
Continuous Education signed a 
cooperation agreement with aim of 
implementing training programmes in 
the field of law, investment, banking and 
international trade for the academic year 
2017-2018. 

A training course on “Setting up Companies 
and Commercial Agencies”,  organised by the 

Qatar International Center for Conciliation and 
Arbitration (QICCA) in collaboration with the Centre 
for Continuous Education at the University of Qatar, 
launched on  Sunday  January 14. 

Training course 
on “Setting up 
Companies and 
Commercial 
Agencies” kicks off 

Training
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Reports

Qatar Rail
to be ready by 2020

The measures taken by the 
country succeeded in limiting 

the repercussions of the siege 
and turned it into a challenge 
which resulted in the expansion 
and development of different 
sectors with expectations that the 
economy continues to excel and 
develop at the fastest pace in the 
region.

To find an alternative for the siege 
countries and to encourage self-
sufficiency, in the past year Qatar 
adopted major projects that 
contributed to strengthening the 
economy, led by the inauguration 
of Hamad Port, which is one of the 
biggest ports in the region. 

Qatar Rail is another clear evidence 
of Qatar’s success and steadfastness 
against crisis. The mega project 
witnessed further acceleration in 
implementing its various stages; it 
managed to clock great millstones 
during the unfair siege period.
Qatar Rail adopted preventive 
measures that mitigated the effects 
of the siege and contributed to 
achieving the best results in the 
highest standards of performance 
and quality.

The firm had affirmed it will face 
each new challenge with the same 
resolve, working to turn the vision 
of HH Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al-
Thani into reality.

The official operation of the 
Doha Metro and the Lusail LRT is 
expected to be done by the end of 
2020, according to the company.

Prime Minister inspects 
Doha Metro

The Prime Minister and Interior 
Minister HE Sheikh Abdullah bin 

Despite the unfair siege imposed on the State of Qatar since June 2017, Doha is 
marching ahead with its plans to complete the mega projects which are being 

implemented for developing the infrastructure and for the 2022 World Cup.
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Nasser bin Khalifa Al-Thani had 
recently paid an inspection visit to 
the Economic Zone Station of the 
Doha Metro project, to review the 
progress of the work, especially the 
major achievements of Qatar Rail 
in 2017 and its future plans. The 
Prime Minister then tried one of the 
new trains, the first train to enter 
the tunnels between the Economic 
Zone Station and Oqba bin Nafie 
Station as well as the upper track to 
Al Wakra Station.

The new driverless range of trains 
is one of the fastest trains in the 
region with a speed of up to 100 
km/h. It will provide a safe, reliable 
and fast ride service for passengers.
The trains have some of the state-
of-the-art features including digital 
media and signage, integrated 
flight planning, self-catering 
ticketing, smart air conditioning 
and full Wi-Fi coverage.

The Economic Zone station is 
located at the intersection of Sixth 
Ring Road and Al Wakra Road 
and can accommodate 15,000 
passengers per hour. The station 
will serve as the main hub of the 

Qatar Economic Zone in Ras Abu 
Fantaas due to its situation close to 
Hamad International Airport.
The architectural design of 
the Economic Zone station is 
characterized by a combination 
of Qatari traditional models 
and modern and contemporary 
architectural motifs, in addition to 
being safe, sustainable, practical 
and modern. Passengers will enjoy 
the beauty of the design in terms 
of spacious interior spaces, natural 
lighting and smooth passenger 
flows, which will give the user a 
positive and distinctive experience.

Qatar Rail .. An Integrated 
Transport System 

The Minister of Transport and 
Communications HE Jassim bin Saif 
al Sulaiti said: “Thanks to the wise 
direction of HH the Emir, may God 
protect him, and the follow-up and 
supervision of HE the Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior, transport 
and communications projects are 
receiving great interest, leading 
to implementation of strategic 
initiatives.”

He added; “The Ministry of Transport 
and Communications has put in 
place policies and strategies that 
aim to greatly improve transport 
infrastructure in Qatar using the 
latest technologies in the projects.”
The Minister added that the Doha 
Metro will be the backbone of an 
integrated public transport system, 
supported by the other Qatar 
Rail projects and on-going road 
projects.

Boosting Delivery Rates

Qatar Rail’s Managing Director 
Eng Abdulla Abdulaziz al Subaie 
said that it is due to the country’s 
great leadership that we are able to 
achieve important milestones and 
implement various ambitious plans 
that aim to boost our performance 
and set our company as a role 
model in transparency and project 
delivery.

Al Subaie, said: “We are very pleased 
with the progress of the Doha 
Metro as it approaches 73% overall 
completion. Over 280 million man-
hours has been worked and the 
10 Metro civil packages have now 
progressed to the next stage of 
construction which will see all the 
37 stations undergo mechanical, 
electrical and architectural fit outs, 
a colossal undertaking and notable 
milestone for a landmark project.” 
Qatar Rail has several important 
achievements to its credit including 
the completion of tunneling works 
for 111 kilometres in the first phase 
of the Doha Metro Project, he said, 
noting that tunneling works started 
in July 2014 and were completed 
three months ahead of schedule. 
The completion of the drilling 
works of Doha Metro Project is an 
important milestone in its progress, 
he noted.

All the necessary resources were 
harnessed to implement the 
first and most important phase 
of the project, and to manage 
the challenges faced during the 
drilling, he added.
Subaie thanked those who 
contributed to the accomplishment 
of the project and praised the 
world-class quality of drilling work, 
pointing out that the highest 
occupational health and safety 
standards were employed at the 
worksites.
More than 95% of the construction 
works are totally completed, he 
noted.

Reports
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2017 Milestones

For Qatar Rail, 2017 has been a 
year of significant milestones — it 
completed more than 73 percent 
of the Doha Metro project and 69 
percent of the Lusail Tram project.
The year also saw the company 
completing all the civil engineering 
works of the projects and 
making substantial progress in 
the mechanical, electrical and 
plumbing (MEP) works and 
architectural fit-outs in stations. 
The overall MEP works progressed 
to 56 percent last year, while they 
entered the final testing and 
commissioning stage on the Red 
Line up to Al Qassar. Internal fit-
out and façade installation in the 
elevated sections of the Red Line 
was also completed during the 
year.
Last year, Qatar Rail laid tracks on 
the Red Line up to Al Qassar and all 
of the elevated parts of the Green 
Line, in all covering 106 kilometres. 
Meanwhile, it also laid rail in the 
depot and powered up the first 
sections of the mainline. The first 
sections of the Red Line are now 
being operated for testing and 
commissioning.  

The company also had endurance 
test runs of coaches for up to 25,000 
km in 2017. The medium voltage 
cabling on the first section of the 
mainline and depot were subjected 
to similar tests during the period.  
Platform screen doors, an essential 
safety feature of the system, also 
underwent endurance testing, with 
more than 1 million cycles having 
been performed on them.
The first four trains of the 
Doha Metro were delivered on 
August 19 2017, ahead of schedule. 
Another 16 coaches were delivered 
in the following months.
This momentous occasion is a 
symbol of Qatar Rail’s resolve and a 
sign that the project is progressing 
quickly despite all challenges.
Testing of trains also began on 
schedule and residents can soon 

see the trains running on the 
completed viaducts.
These achievements and the 
continued success of Qatar Rail 
are still more notable when 
considering the challenges posed 
by the blockade.

World-class team

The Qatar Rail’s achievements in 
2017 are the result of the efforts 
and commitment of its world-
class team of staff, consultants, 
contractors and suppliers. 
“The team is proud to be a part 
of these leading international 
projects.  They are fully committed 
to successful completing and 
delivering the project on time.  
These efforts have resulted in Qatar 
Rail’s best performance to date,” the 
statement said.
Delivery teams are now 
fully integrated through the 
implementation of joint control 
rooms at each of the major sites led 
by Qatar Rail. 

Qatar Rail has also trialed key 
systems and processes at three 
pilot stations and shared their 
findings across the network so 
that these lessons do not have 
to be continuously relearned. 
“Through these efforts, the overall 
rate of progress for the project 
has doubled since the beginning 
of 2017. Progress on key systems 
increased even more significantly; 

for example, by 200 percent for 
telecoms and by 500 percent for 
signaling in comparison with the 
beginning of last year,” Qatar Rail 
said.

“Qatar Rail recently held its annual 
town hall meeting.  In the past, 
these meetings have been for 
employees only. For the first time, 
contractors and consultants were 
invited to attend and address the 
Town Hall in 2017.  The meeting 
showcased Qatar Rail’s remarkable 
achievements in the year, including 
project progress and challenges 
tackled, and focusing on objectives 
and strategy for 2018. 

Qatar Rail Managing Director and 
Chief Executive Officer Abdulla al 
Subaie recognised the professional 
excellence and invaluable 
contributions made by the team 
by giving awards to 50 employees.  
The recipients were selected for 
their exceptional commitment to 
Qatar Rail’s mission and values.
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Mitigation of siege impact

Qatar Rail reacted very quickly 
and decisively to the unjust 
siege imposed on Qatar by its 
neighbours in June last year. 
The impact and risk caused by 
the blockade were identified 
and the leadership acted swiftly 
to overcome these challenges.  
A taskforce was established to deal 
with blockade issues and Qatar 
Rail worked closely with its supply 
chain and other stakeholders to 
mitigate the immediate impacts. 
Qatar Rail supported its supply 
chain by agreeing to simplified 
customs clearance procedures for 
shipments. Deliveries have been 
expedited and red tape reduced 
for increased efficiency. Qatar Rail 
ensured enough shipping capacity 
on key routes by having direct 
charters. Approximately 82,000 
tonnes of building components 
were delivered to Qatar between 
June 5 and November 31, 2017.  The 
projects also saw increased use of 
air freight for critical deliveries and 
this was essential for the success of 
the pilot stations.

In addition, a number of 
manufacturing and assembly 
activities were moved to Qatar 
last year. These included the 
fabrication of glass-fibre ceiling 
panels, assembly of control panels, 
manufacturing of structural steel 
and others. This has reduced 
pressure on port, eliminated 

shipping risks and has had the added 
benefit of developing local industry.   
Prompt and far-sighted action by 
Qatar Rail meant the impact of 
the blockade has been cushioned.  
These challenges could have had a 
negative impact.  Instead, they have 
spurred greater efforts and resulted 
in increased self-sufficiency and 
resilience.  This was achieved with 
the support of Qatar Rail’s highly 
capable project partners, including 
leading international and local 
contractors and consultants.
Qatar Rail is fully committed to the 
Qatar National Vision 2030, and the 
country’s efforts and initiatives to 
encourage the local private sector.  
Almost 84 percent of all 
subcontracts awarded to date have 
been given to Qatari companies. 
Moreover, local companies are 
represented in nearly all of Qatar 
Rail’s top-level joint ventures. 
Goods and services supplied by 
local companies include 11 million 
cubic metres of excavation, 3.6 
million cubic metres of concrete, 
600,000 square metres of duct-
work, 13,000 km of cables, and 
8,000 pieces of low-voltage 
switchgear.

World-leading safety record

More than 73,000 workers — an 
increase of around 23,000 from 
2016 — put in 432 million man-
hours for the projects last year, with 
one of the least accident frequency 
rates (AFR) ever achieved on such a 

mega project.
Qatar Rail started the year 
with an already low AFR of 
0.036. Through the incredible 
efforts of all involved this figure 
has been reduced further to 
just 0.026 by end of last year. 
“With such a huge workforce, 
safety is and must be at the very 
heart of everything Qatar Rail does.  
Strong leadership, commitment 
to safety and rigorous safety 
systems have created a true culture 
of safety (at the project sites),” 
the Qatar Rail statement said. 
 Qatar Rail’s safety record has been 
internationally recognised and 
several of Qatar Rail’s projects have 
received awards for their safety 
performance.  
While the year saw the Lusail Tram 
project winning the Royal Society 
for Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) 
Gold Award for the second time in 
a row, the Doha Metro Gold and 
Green Lines won the RoSPA Silver 
award and Major Stations won 
the RoSPA Guardian Angel Safety 
Award. 
“Qatar Rail and its partners will 
continue efforts to improve this 
performance through unwavering 
commitment to training and 
education of the workforce and its 
proper supervision,” the statement 
said.  
 
Int’l recognition

Further international recognition 
for Qatar Rail came in 2017 when 
the International Tunneling 
Association (ITA) named the Doha 
Metro “Major Project of the Year” in 
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the category of projects exceeding 
€500 million. 
 The project won the award 
after being shortlisted alongside 
other prestigious mega projects, 
including the Confederation LRT 
(Canada), Delhi Metro Line 3 and 
Tehran Metro Line 6.
These awards are recognised as the 
highest in the world for tunnelling 
and underground projects and 
are given only after consideration 
by an esteemed jury including 
some of the foremost experts in 
those fields.  This award shows 
the true magnitude of Qatar Rail’s 
achievements and its dedication to 
delivery at the highest international 
standards.
 
Supporting for local firms

As part of its commitment to Qatar 
National Vision 2030 and in line with 
the government’s diverse initiatives 
to encourage the local private 
sector, Qatar Rail has solidified its 
commitment to support the private 
sector in Qatar.
Since inception, Qatar Rail has 
been steadfast in the inclusion of 
various local private companies 
in the delivery of its projects. The 
company has long prioritised the 
provision of opportunities to the 
Qatari private sector through its 
projects related to build and design 
and accompanying works.
Over 1,998 subcontracts, which 
amounts to 84% of all subcontracts, 
were awarded to Qatari companies.

Operation and maintenance 
contract to KeolisRATP

A joint venture partnership of 
the French company Keolis and 
infrastructure asset management 
specialist, RATP, has been named as 
the operator of the Doha Metro and 
Lusail Tram.
The appointment follows a highly 
rigorous process led by Qatar Rail, 
which involved extensive reviews 
of offers received from international 
bidders.
In announcing the selection, 
Qatar Rail highlighted a number 
of differentiators that led to the 
selection of Keolis RATP. 
Keolis RATP is a world renowned 
company with a vast experience, 
a well-designed staffing plan, 
innovative approaches to service 
delivery and a strong transition 
experience.
Qatar Rail will remain accountable, 
and will oversee the operation 
and maintenance of the network. 
Under the terms of the contract, 
the joint venture will see Keolis  
RATP responsible for operating and 
maintaining both the Doha Metro 
and Lusail Tram.
Qatar Rail will see all activities 
which will be the operational 
responsibility of Keolis RATP. This 
will include the day to day running 
of both networks including 
operation of the control room, 
customer service provisions, 
security and revenue protection 
and roaming strain staff and drivers.
They will also be responsible for 
the management of three depots 

on the metro system and one on 
the tram network. In addition, they 
will also be responsible for facilities 
management across the entire 
network including stations and 
depots including first line reporting 
and service recovery. Training and 
safety responsibilities f contract 
staff will also be responsibility of 
the joint venture.

2018 – a crucial year

Qatar Rail has set ambitious goals 
for 2018. These targets focus on 
delivering projects on time and 
within budget.  All remaining MEP 
and architectural fit-out works for 
the Doha Metro will be completed 
this year, with overall Metro 
progress to reach 90 percent.

Qatar Rail is another 
clear evidence of Qatar’s 
success and steadfastness 
against crisis

Doha Metro and the Lusail 
LRT is expected to be 
done by the end of 2020

More than 95% of the 
construction works are 
totally completed

More than 432 million man-
hours for Qatar Rail in 2017

Doha Metro will be the 
backbone of an integrated 
public transport system
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Reports

The report , which was prepared 
based on certificates of origin 
issued by the Chamber’s Research 
& Studies Department and Member 
Affairs Department last December, 
pointed out that non-oil exports in 
December reached QR 1.3 billion 
compared to QR1.8 billion in 
November, recording a decrease 
of 27.6%, and to QR 1.5 billion in 
December 2016, registering an 
decrease of  13%. 
As many as 2687 certificates of origin 
were issued in the said month.
The report said that Qatar’s non-
oil exports during December were 
distributed to about 61 countries 
compared to 53 in November. 
Countries receiving Qatar’s non-oil 
exports included  12 Arab countries 
and GCC, 13 European countries 
including Turkey, 14 Asian countries 
(excluding Arab countries), 19 
African countries (excluding Arab 
countries) , three countries of North 
and South Americas.
The report showed that despite 
the siege, there are an increase of 
countries which received Qatari 
commodities. 

Sultanate of Oman was still Qatar’s 
top non-oil exports destination 
in December accounting for QR 
454.8m or 34.9% of the total exports. 
It was followed by Hong Kong with 
almost QR 196.9m or 15.1% and 
Turkey  with QR 107.3m  or 8.2%.
Germany came in fourth place with 
almost QR95.5m or 7.3% followed 

by Bangladesh with QR 77.4m or 
5.9%.
China  was in the sixth place 
followed by India, South Korea, 
Indonesia and Kuwait.
“It is clear that 88.5% of the total value 
of exports were received by the first 
ten countries abovementioned,” the 
QC report said. 

The total value of Qatar’s non-oil exports in 2017 reached 
QR 18.1bn  distributed to about 66 countries, according to 

the Qatar Chamber’s monthly report on the foreign trade of the 
private sector issued on Sunday. 

Qatar’s non-oil exports
hit QR 18.1 bn in 2017

Non-oil exports clock QR1.3 bn 
in December
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The report said that Asian countries 
as an economic bloc were top 
destinations of Qatari exports 
amounting to 38.68% of the total 
exports with QR502.9m.
GCC come in the second place 
amounting to 36.9% of the total value 
with QR 481.9m. Most of them were 
received by Oman.

European countries including Turkey 
come in the third place. They imported 
goods worth QR220m which represents 
16.8% of the total non-oil exports. In the 
fourth place, Arab countries received 
QR68.1m or 5.2% of the total value.
African Countries come in the fifth place 
receiving QR20.5 or 1.6%. 

North America countries received 
QR10.6m most of them went to the US .
Commenting on the report, chairman 
of Qatar Chamber HE Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Jassim Al Thani said that despite the 
siege imposed on the country for the 
seventh month, non-oil exports saw 
an increase month after month. This 
affirmed that Qatar has successfully 
managed to overcome its repercussions.
The surge in non-oil exports is emanated 
from the prudent policies and the wise 
leadership’s support to the private 
sector which plays a key role in the 
economic process and becomes a major 
mainstay of Qatar trade exchange with 
world countries, he noted.

Sheikh Khalifa praised the active 
contribution of local companies in the 
country’s outward trade movement as 
well as the sustained growth of their 
month-to-month exports.
On his part, QC’s director general Saleh 
bin Hamad Al Sharqi said that the Qatari 
private sector’s trade relations saw 
substantial growth, noting that there is 
a great demand on the Qatari products 
in world markets.
He said that the number of markets 
receiving Qatari products last year 
reached 66 countries which emphasized 
the quality of these products. 
The value of non-oil exports will see 
further growth in the future, especially 
that various industrial projects have 
been accomplished in the country, he 
added.

Qatar’s non-oil exports
hit QR 18.1 bn in 2017
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