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Editorial

Khalifa Bin Jassim Bin Mohammed Al Thani
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Steps recently taken by the 
government with a view to 

providing a host of investment 
incentives have come acting on 
the directives of Emir H H Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani to 
support, motivate and encourage 
the private sector to enhance its 
contribution to the economic 
development in the State.
With no doubt, these measures 
significantly emphasized the 
government’s keenness on 
supporting national industry and 
increasing production to ensure a 
sustainable supply for all goods in 
local markets.
Accordingly, the trust in the 
private sector prompts us all 
to seek further contribution 
in the economic process with 
full consistency and under any 
circumstances. It is obvious that 
the private sector has become 
an important catalyst in the 
economic process due to the 
Emir’s great support and the 
positive cooperation among 
governmental bodies which 
enabled the private sector to 
become a major contributor in 
the comprehensive economic 
development.
Following the directives of the 
Emir, HE the Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior Sheikh 

Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa 
Al -Thani has recently issued 
several decisions and directives 
to various ministries and 
government’s departments to 
support investment in the State 
and provide a wide range of 
incentives to the private sector 
to support local industries and 
increase production to ensure the 
provision of various commodities 
in local markets.  
These decisions included 
reducing the rental value by 50% 
for all investors for next two years 
in the logistics areas - Economic 
Zones Company - established 
in southern parts of the country 
which was highly acclaimed 
among the business community 
and the private sector.
This decision will, of course, urge 
investors and businessmen to 
establish more projects in the 
logistic areas, which  will thereby 
have a significant impact on the 
business environment in Qatar.
Undoubtedly, the Prime Minister’s 
directives to Qatar Development 
Bank (QDB) to postpone the 
loan instalments to industrial 
project owners approved by the 
Ministry of Energy and Industry’s 
Committee for up to 6 months will 
support investors in the industrial 
sector and give greater role to the 

private sector in the economic 
development projects.
The Prime Minister also urged 
all ministries and government’s 
departments to increase the 
percentage of purchasing of local 
products from 30% to 100%, if the 
local product meets the Qatari 
specifications and standards and 
in accordance with the regulations 
and policies of the tenders and 
auctions committees in the State.
These decisions  and directives 
will contribute to encouraging 
the private sector to enter into 
diversified investments in the 
logistics sector,  supporting and 
developing local products and 
expanding investments in the 
local industry.

Further, they will boost relocating 
local industries, especially in 
food sectors which of particular 
importance to the government for 
achieving the food security. 
Here, we reiterate that Qatar 
Chamber coordinates continuously 
with all governmental bodies 
and authorities to remove any 
obstacles faced by investors with 
a view to facilitating investment 
climate and establishing new 
industries that fulfill the growing 
needs of the Qatari market and 
export abroad the surplus.

Emir’s Directives Real Catalyst  to the Private SectorEmir’s Directives Real Catalyst  to the Private Sector
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Private Sector 

Weathers Siege

Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi
Director General

It is certain that the national products have 
suffered greatly from an unjust competitiveness 

by foreign products imported to the State in 
huge quantities and low prices.

This prompted the Cabinet to endorse a draft 
law that seeks to protect national products 
and combat practices that may harm them in 
international trade.

This, beyond any doubt, is a significant step 
forward to protecting national products against 
harmful  practices such as dumping, dedicated 
subsidy and increase in imports at a price below 
the normal value of its counterpart in the local 
market.

We greatly count on the committee on the 
“protection of national products and combating 
practices that harm them in international trade” 
which is to be established at the Ministry of 
Economy and Commerce (MEC) to follow-up on 
the implementation of this law.

We strongly believe that the law which 
doesn’t conflict with provisions of World Trade 
Organization agreements will enhance the 
competitiveness of national products in the 
local market. 
It is obvious  that this law comes in line with 
the governmental recently-issued decisions 
aiming at supporting local products including 

increasing the governmental purchase of local 
products from 30% to 100%.
With no doubt, all these steps have come in 
implementation of  the directives of the Emir 
His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani, 
who gives the private sector a major support 
in order to play its key role in the economic 
development.

For its part, Qatar Chamber has adopted various 
initiatives to support the national products. It 
urged commercial outlets and shopping malls 
to give the priority in promotion to the local 
products. It also held various economic forums 
and exhibitions such as “MEDFOOD” and “Made 
at Home” which provided a good opportunity 
for local manufacturers to display their products 
inside and outside the State. 

The chamber also encouraged businessmen 
to increase their investments in industry and 
cooperated with competent authorities to 
remove all obstacles facing investment in 
industrial sector. 

It is worth mentioning that “MEDFOOD” expo 
which was co-organized by the chamber in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Energy 
and Industry had highlighted local products 
and encouraged consumer and commercial 
outlets to give local products more priority in 
promotion and display areas.

Protecting National Goods 

from Harmful Practices
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As usual, the Qatari economy 
has proved its ability to 
proceed its growth  to broader 
horizons despite the unfair 
siege imposed on the State of 
Qatar by three Gulf countries 
which make every possible 
effort to hinder its successes.
In spite of the siege, 
Qatar’s existing economic 
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have continued to flourish, 
while new markets and 
opportunities are constantly 
being identified. Infrastructure 
mega and transport projects 
are progressing rapidly  and 
relations with trade partners 
are being boosted. 
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beginning on December 14 at (DECC)

Over 300 firms to participate in 

“Made in Qatar”

News

Addressing a press 
conference to announce 

the mega event, QC Chairman 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim 
al Thani said the four-day 
exhibition beginning on 
December 14 at the Doha 
Exhibition & Convection 

Center (DECC) will see 
the participation of more 
than 300 local companies.  
Companies representing 
various economic sectors 
including heavy industries 
and small and medium 
sector enterprises (SMEs) 

will showcase their products 
during the exhibition, Sheikh 
Khalifa said. 
The chamber will organise 
meetings between state 
officials and business owners 
on the sidelines of the 
exhibition, he said, adding 

In a bid to promote local products in domestic and international 
markets, Qatar Chamber (QC) is all set to organise a bigger 'Made 

in Qatar' exhibition under the patronage of the Emir His Highness 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani in Doha this year.

Khalifa bin Jassim :
The expo  aims to opening external markets for Qatari products
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that challenges and obstacles 
facing industrial sector would be 
addressed during such meetings.  
He said the Chamber has also 
invited representatives of foreign 
trade offices to take part in the 
exhibition to make them aware 
about Qatari laws and forge 
partnerships with local companies.  
The presence of foreign 
representatives, he said, will open 
new global markets for local 
products. “Qatar Chamber's interest 
in holding this national exhibition 
is basically based on pillars of the 
Qatar National Vision 2030 which 
aims at diversifying income and 
reducing reliance on energy as a 
single source of income," he said. 
The exhibition is aimed at promoting 
local products in the domestic 
market so that dependence on 
imports could be reduced, he said, 
adding the expo would also be 
instrumental in promoting 'Made in 
Qatar' products in the international 
market. 
 
The exhibition would provide local 
companies with great opportunity 
to exchange expertise with 
international counterparts, he said. 
“It will also review the investment 
opportunities in industrial 
sector and obstacles facing its 
development," he said. This year's 
edition of 'Made in Qatar' expo is of 
particular importance as it is being 
held amid the unjust siege imposed 
by Saudi-led bloc on Qatar, he said. 

"These unfair actions made 
competent bodies in private 
and public sectors to join hands 
to beat the siege by enhancing 
expansion of industry and 
establishing new industrial projects 
that boost local products and 
achieve self-sufficiency," he said.  
Hailing the government's support 
to boost private sector, he said, 
“The government has offered new 
incentives for investors such as 
reducing rents in logistic areas 
by half, facilitating finance and 
directing government bodies and 
ministries to buy 100 percent local 
products, along with other facilities 
that stimulated investment in 
industry." 
These incentives, he said, increased 
the number of industrial institutions 
from 707 in 2016 to 728 in July 
this year with investments worth 
QR262 billion. He expressed hope 
that the expo would go a long way 
in enhancing the contribution of 
local products in the country's gross 
domestic product.

• Area: 20000 sqr at the Doha 
Exhibition& Convection Center 
( DECC)

• Audience: visitors, investors and 
businessmen.

• On the sidelines of the expo, the 
Chamber will organize meetings 
between the State’s officials and 
business owners. Challenges 
and obstacles facing industrial 
sector will be addressed.

• Inviting foreign  trade offices 
to take part in the exhibition in 
order to inform them with the 
Qatari legislatives and laws and 
boost communication between 
Qatari companies and their 
counterparts from all over the 
world. This will open new global 
markets for local products.

•  Exhibitors: All industrial sectors 
are welcomed to participate 
in the expo including heavy 
industries and SMEs.

• Over 300 exhibiting companies 
are expected to display their 
products .
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According to them, the trade 
volume between Qatar 

and Sri Lanka, which currently 
stands at $52.5 million, does not 
correspond to vast opportunities 
available for bilateral trade. 
The meeting, which kicked off 
in the presence of Sri Lankan 
President Maithripala Sirisena, 
explored various trade and 
investment opportunities 
available in the two countries. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
Minister of Economy and 

Commerce HE Sheikh Ahmed bin 
Jassim bin Mohammed al Thani 
said that Qatar sees Sri Lanka as 
strategic partner in South Asia.
He said that various agreements 
and memorandum of 
understandings (MoUs) between 
Qatar and Sri Lanka has been 
signed to enhance economic 
relations between the two 
countries.
Stressing that what has been 
achieved so far does not reflect 
the capabilities that characterise 

the two countries, he said the 
two countries need to exert more 
efforts to activate all agreements 
and MoUs and to expand bilateral 
cooperation at various levels.

"There are about 210 Sri Lankan 
companies operating in Qatar 
with a capital of about QR45.5 
million. We invite more Sri 
Lankan companies to take part 
in renaissance taking place in 
Qatar," Sheikh Ahmed said. 
He expressed hope that the 

Qatar, Sri Lanka keen 
to boost trade
Top ministers and business leaders from Qatar and Sri Lanka 

vowed to take appropriate measures to increase trade volume 
between the two countries during the Qatar-Sri Lanka Business and 
Investment Forum held in Doha on Wednesday.

News
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forum will serve as a bridge between 
private sectors of both countries. 
The minister said that Qatar has 
launched various incentives to make 
the country attractive for foreign 
investments. 
Sheikh Ahmed said the second 
session of Qatar-Sri Lanka Joint 
Committee for Economic and 
Technical Cooperation to be held 
soon in Colombo would further 
boost trade ties between the two 
countries. 
Qatar Chamber Chairman Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Jassim bin Mohammed 
al Thani, who also addressed the 
forum, said the distinguished 
relations between Qatar and Sri 
Lanka reflected in the presence 
of a large number of Sri Lankan 
expatriates contribute to the 
development of Qatar. 
He expressed hope that the forum 
would be instrumental in activating 
the joint cooperation between the 
business sectors in both countries. 
"Qatari businessmen are looking 
to identify the investment 
opportunities available in Sri 
Lanka and build cooperation with 
businessmen there, leading to the 
establishment of alliances and 
partnerships that result in joint 
projects in both countries," he said.
Sri Lanka Minister of Industry and 
Commerce Rishad Bathiudeen 
said the forum would open door 
for further business partnerships 
between the two countries. 
Showcasing Sri Lanka as an ideal 
destination for investment in South 
Asia, Bathiudeen said the country 
is gateway to many important 
countries in Asia like India and 
Pakistan with consumer base of 
around 1.7 billion. 
Underlining the vast potential of 
increasing trade volume between 
the two countries, the minister 
added that Qatari market was an 
important destination for Sri Lanka. 
"Despite the fact that Sri Lanka is 
an important tourist destination, 
the number of Qatari tourists to Sri 
Lanka did not surpass 1,700 tourists 

in 2016. This is an area where we 
need to improve," the minister said. 
He expressed his country's 
interest in benefiting from Qatari 
experience in a number of areas 
such as education, technology, 
financial sector and others, in 
which Doha achieved remarkable 
accomplishments. 
He underlined that Qatar's selection 
for organising the 2022 World Cup 
reflects its role and position in the 
Middle East region.
Sri Lanka's Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Vasantha Senanayake 
urged Qatari businessmen to invest 

in his country, and get advantage 
of the MoUs signed between the 
chambers of both countries, as 
well as the agreement on mutual 
protection and promotion of 
investment.
He called for reviewing means 
of promoting trade and mutual 
investments between the two 
countries.
The forum included presentations 
by Sri Lankan institutions seeking 
Qatari investment in various 
economic sectors including 
tourism, financial, agriculture and 
infrastructure.
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Qatar’s businessmen delegation led by Qatar Chamber vice chairman HE Mohamed 
bin Twar has concluded a business trip to Uganda aiming to discuss enhancing 

trade and economic relations between Qatar and Uganda and exploring investment 
opportunities galore  in food security and tourism, according to a press conference 
issued by the chamber.

Uganda provides more incentives 
for Qatari investment

News

The delegation was received 
by the Ugandan president HE 

Yoweri  Kaguta Museveni who his 
country keenness on enhancing 
cooperation ties with Qatar, calling 
on Qatari businessmen to invest in 
Uganda. He said that Uganda would 
provide further incentives to Qatari 
investors.

The Qatari delegation held various 
meetings with several officials 
including the Ugandan Prime 
Minister, Ministers of Finance, 
Foreign Minister , Minister of 
Investment, Civil Service and other 
officials. 
During meetings, both sides shed 
the light on developing trade and 

investment relations and adopting 
a strategy aiming at enabling Qatari 
businessmen to enter into the 
Ugandan market.
The Ugandan side put forward 
many ideas for investment such 
as building a Qatari city to be 
established by Qatari leading real 
estate company, establishing Qatari 

QC: Uganda rich of promising 
investment opportunities
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Islamic bank in Uganda, providing 
lands by beneficial interest and 
investing in sectors of  tourism, 
livestock, food security and parks.
Qatari businessmen reviewed 
investment opportunities galore in 
mining, coffee and real estate.

Addressing the business 
meeting, Bin Twar said that Qatari 
businessmen are very interested 
to explore available investment 
opportunities in Africa in general 
and in Uganda in particular. 
He noted that Uganda is a good 
investment destination for 
businessmen, affirming that  Qatari 
and Ugandan businessmen can 
build partnerships in agriculture, 
food industry, mining, oil 
exploration, Islamic banking and 
tourism. 

“Uganda is rich in natural resources, 
especially in agriculture and food 
industries, which opens the door to 
alliances and partnerships between 
the two sides. This vital area serves 
Qatar's goals in achieving food 
security,” he added.

Bin Twar affirmed Qatar Chamber’s 
interest to see more cooperation 
between businessmen in our two 
countries and to see more Qatari 
investments in Uganda.   

Stressing the importance of the 
geographic location of Uganda, 

he said it is a gateway to all 
neighboring African markets. It is a 
strategic country in East Africa and 
has concluded several agreements 
with neighboring countries, which 
means that exports can reach 
more countries through Uganda 
and thus open up new export 
markets for country goods. It 
also provides an opportunity for 
increased cooperation between 
Qatari and Ugandan businessmen 
to set up joint ventures serving the 
economies of the two countries.

The delegation visited the land 
which is set for establishing the 
Qatari City. 
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Khalif bin Jassim: Malaysia is one of 
Qatar’s top investment destinations

Qatar offers great opportunities 
to Malaysian firms

In his welcome address at the forum, 
Sheikh Khalifa, extended the warm 

wishes of the Qatari private sector 
businesses to all participants of the 
meeting which aimed at fostering 
trade and economic ties.
“I also have the pleasure to affirm 
you that the State of Qatar is very 
keen in strengthening cooperation 
with Malaysia in all fields,” said 
the chairman of Qatar’s largest 
and oldest private industry 
representative body.

“The political and economic relations 
between Qatar and Malaysia have 
shown good momentum in recent 
years, as the two countries are 
important trade partners for each 
other. They exerted great efforts 
for removing all obstacles facing 
establishing joint investments and 
offering all incentives to attract 
investors and help develop business 
relation for the benefit of both 
countries’ economies,” he added.
The total value of two-way trade 

exchange between Qatar and 
Malaysia rose to QR3.3bn in 2016. 
Last year, Qatar’s exports to Malaysia 
touched QR2.4bn, while imports 
from Malaysia stood at QR907m. 
Both sides believe that figures 
are below the expectations of 
peoples.  With regard to the mutual 
investments, he said that Malaysia 
is one of Qatar’s top destinations 
and there are various opportunities 
currently being examined by the 
Qatar Investment Authority which 

Qatar can offer great opportunities for Malaysian companies in various upcoming 
projects in the country, noted Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani, Chairman, Qatar 

Chamber at the Qatari-Malaysian Business Forum held in Kuala Lumpur.

conferences
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has 50 percent share in a big 
shopping mall in Kuala Lumpur.
About 29 Qatari-Malaysian 
companies are operating in Qatar 
and there are nine Malaysian 
companies with 100 capital 
specialized in construction, oil and 
gas, decoration, exhibitions and 
conferences and technology.
Qatar has successfully managed to 
mitigate impacts of the unjust siege 
imposed by three Gulf countries 
since June 5.
“Siege didn’t affect Qatar’s ongoing 
mega projects. Construction 
works for FIFA World Cup 2022 
and infrastructure projects are 
progressing normally as scheduled,” 
he highlighted. .
“Qatar’s ambitious vision 2030 
provides a good opportunity to 
participate in future projects at 
all sectors. Undoubtedly, Qatar 
now is a very ideal destination for 
investment thanks to the strategic 
policies adopted by the wise 
leadership and its pro-investment 
climate and legislations, along with 
the social and political stability,” he 
added.

Officials of the Qatar Chamber, the 
Malay Chamber of Commerce 

Malaysia (MCCM), and the National 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry of Malaysia (NCCIM) signed 
agreements on the sidelines of the 
‘Malaysia-Qatar Economic Forum’ in 
Kuala Lumpur.
The signing ceremonies were held 
in the presence of HE the Minister 
of Economy and Commerce Sheikh 
Ahmed bin Jassim bin Mohamed 
al-Thani and Malaysia’s Minister of 
International Trade and Industry 
Dato’ Sri Mustapa bin Mohamed.
Qatar Chamber chairman Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Jassim al-Thani and 
MCCM president Rizal Faris bin 
Mohideen Abdul Kader, who is also 
vice-president of the NCCIM, signed 
a memorandum of agreement for 
the establishment of a joint business 
council and the diversification 
of commercial exchanges and 
economic cooperation.
The agreement for the joint business 
council aims at fostering friendship 
and understanding between the 
business communities of the two 
nations, and promoting co-operation 
in the trade, investment, technology 
transfer, services, and industrial 
sectors.
The joint business council will 
collate the necessary information 
on the economies of both the 
countries, which will enhance 
bilateral investments. The council 
will also submit recommendations 
on how to develop economic and 
trade cooperation between the 
Qatari and Malaysia governments 
and encourage businessmen from 
both the countries to participate in 
exhibitions organised in Qatar or 
Malaysia.
Qatar Chamber and the NCCIM 
also signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) to promote 
and facilitate measures to foster 
the diversification of commercial 

exchange and economic 
cooperation.
Each party will also provide 
businessmen and investors with 
information on the economies of 
both the countries, including the 
volume of bilateral trade, exports 
and imports, and will be responsible 
for highlighting opportunities to 
enhance trade and investment 
cooperation between Qatari 
and Malaysian companies, and 
organizing exhibitions in both 
countries.
Under the MoU, both parties will 
exchange information on legislation 
regulating the commercial and 
investment sectors in both countries, 
as well as expertise relating to 
commercial arbitration and best 
practices in dispute resolution, in 
addition to other aspects of mutual 
interest.
 
The Memorandum of Agreement 
and MoU will contribute to the 
development of trade and economic 
relations between Qatar and Malaysia 
and enhance communication and 
cooperation between both nations’ 
private sectors. The MoU will also 
contribute to the development of 
mechanisms and 
measures for the 
establishment of 
joint investment 
projects, the MEC 
said.
HE the Minister 
of Economy and 
Commerce Sheikh 
Ahmed bin Jassim 
bin Mohamed 
al-Thani and 
Malaysia’s Minister 
of International 
Trade and Industry 
Dato’ Sri Mustafa bin Mohamed 
witness the signing of agreements 
between Qatar Chamber chairman 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim al-Thani 
and MCCM president Rizal Faris 
bin Mohideen Abdul Kader on the 
sidelines of the ‘Malaysia-Qatar 
Economic Forum’ in Kuala Lumpur 
yesterday.

Qatar, Malaysia 
chambers form joint 
business council
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QC and Indonesian Chamber signed 
memorandum of understanding

Khalifa bin Jassim:
Qatar keen on enhancing 
ties with Indonesia

He was addressing Qatar-
Indonesia Business Forum, which 

comes within the framework of the 
visit of the Emir HH Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad al Thani to Indonesia. 
Indonesia is of great significance 
to Qatar in South-East Asia, he said. 
Qatar-Indonesia bilateral trade 
volume reached QR1.8 billion last 
year. There are lots of Indonesian 
labourers working in Qatar and 
contributing to the economic boom 
taking place in that country, Sheikh 

Khalifa said.
"Indonesia is one of Qatar's desired 
destinations for investments. There 
are various Qatari investments in 
Indonesia in communication and 
banking sectors." 
In the communication sector, 
Ooredoo owns 55 percent of Indosat 
Co, while a branch of Qatar National 
Bank has become operational in 
Indonesia. 
Besides, there are nine Qatari-
Indonesian joint ventures and 

two companies of 100 percent 
Indonesian capital operating in the 
Qatari market.
Sheikh Khalifa said Qatar has 
successfully managed to mitigate 
the impacts of the unjust siege 
imposed by a Saudi-led bloc since 
June 5.
"Backed by the private sector, 
Qatar dealt with these measures 
very quickly and directly shifted to 
alternative sources to ensure the 
continuous flow of goods without 

Qatar is "very keen" on strengthening its cooperation with Indonesia in all 
fields, said Qatar Chamber Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim al Thani.

conferences
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communities of both countries 
through the facilitation of direct 
exchange of information, business 
delegations, and the promotion of 
business opportunities.
HE the Minister of Economy and 
Commerce Sheikh Ahmed bin 
Jassim bin Mohamed al-Thani 
and Indonesia’s Minister of Trade 
Enggartiasto Lukita were present in 
the signing ceremony.

any interruption," he said.
New direct marine routes have been 
launched to connect Hamad Port 
with several ports in Oman, Turkey, 
Pakistan, China and India.
"Now, Qatar is receiving all imported 
commodities directly from its trade 
partners, circumventing the siege 
countries, which used to be the 
transits for 80 percent of the Qatari 
imports.
Sheikh Khalifa reiterated that 
the siege has had no effect on 
Qatar's ongoing mega projects.  
"Construction works for hosting 
the FIFA World Cup 2022 and 
infrastructure projects are 
progressing normally as scheduled."
Highlighting Qatar's resolve, he 
said, the design of the Al Thumama 
Stadium ” one of the host venues 
of the football tournament ” was 
unveiled during the siege days. 
"Designs of two more stadiums 
are scheduled to be unveiled by 
the end of the year," he added. 
The Public Works Authority, Ashgal, 
has finished 95 percent of its plans 
for road development this year, he 
said, adding that there was much 
scope for Indonesian companies to 
take part in Qatar's development.
"Undoubtedly, Qatar now has 
become a very ideal destination for 
investment, thanks to the strategic 
policies adopted by the wise 
leadership and its pro-investment 
climate and legislation, along with 
the social and political stability 
and its distinctive geographical 
position."
Indonesia Chamber of Commerce 
vice president Erwin Aksa said the 
forum “propels Qatari-Indonesian 
ties forward.” He also praised the 
development and growth of trade 
relations between Qatar and 
Indonesia, and invited companies 
and businessmen from both 
countries to take advantage of the 
investment opportunities that were 
highlighted during the forum. 
He also stressed the importance 
of joint efforts by the business 
sector in both countries to explore 
cooperation opportunities and 
exchange expertise and hold trade 

visits and fairs to capitalise on the 
agreements and memoranda of 
understanding signed in various 
economic fields.
The forum also included bilateral 
meetings between businessmen 
from both countries where they 
discussed investment opportunities 
and measures to bolster long-term 
economic cooperation and enable 
Qatari companies to draw lessons 
from their Indonesian counterparts’ 
success. 

MoU signed
On the sidelines of the Qatar-
Indonesia Economic Forum, 
Qatar Chamber chairman Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Jassim al-Thani and 
Indonesian Chamber of Commerce 
vice-president Erwin Aksa signed 
memorandum of understanding.
It aims at enhancing trade and 
investment between the business 
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Bilateral trade beween Qatar and Singapore rose to QR12.3 billion last year, including 
QR1.3 million Singaporean exports to Qatar and QR10.9 billion Qatari exports to 

Singapore, Chairman of Qatar Chamber Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim al Thani has said. He 
was speaking at the Qatari-Singaporean Business Forum.

Qatar-Singapore trade 
reached QR12.3 bn in 2016

He said that the political and economic 
relations between Qatar and Singapore 

show good momentum in recent years, as the 
two countries are important trade partners for 
each other. 

The QC Chairman further said both the 
countries have exerted great efforts for 
removing all obstacles facing establishing 
joint investments and offering all incentives 

to attract investors and help develop business 
ties for the benefit of both economies.

Regarding mutual investments, Sheikh 
Khalifa said Singapore is one of Qatar's top 
destinations and various opportunities 
are currently being examined by the Qatar 
Investment Authority, which has recently 
bought Asia Square Tower for a record $2.45 
billion. 

"The figures reflect the strength of economic 
and trade relations between the two friendly 
countries," Sheikh Khalifa said.

conferences

16

Is
su

e 
N

o.
 6

2 
- O

ct
ob

er
 - 

20
17



On the sidelines of the 
Qatar-Singapore Economic 

Forum organised by the Qatari 
Ministry of Economy and 
Commerce, in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry in Singapore, Qatar 
Chamber and the Singapore 
Business Federation signed 
memorandum of understanding 
to boost cooperation ties. 

Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin 
Mohammed al Thani, Chairman 
of Qatar Chamber, and Teo 
Siong Seng, Chairman of the 
Singapore Business Federation, 

signed the memorandum.
The MoU aims at enhancing 
trade and investment between 
the business communities of 
both countries through the 
facilitation of direct exchange 
of information, business 
delegations, and the promotion 
of business opportunities.

Minister of Economy and 
Commerce His Excellency 
Sheikh Ahmed bin Jassim 
bin Mohammed al Thani and 
Singapore's Minister of Trade 
and Industry S Iswaran attended 
the signing ceremony. 

Qatar, Singapore Chambers signed 
MoU to boost cooperation

"The sale represented the 
largest single-tower real estate 
transaction in Asia Pacific 
to date," Sheikh Khalifa said. 
According to Sheikh Khalifa, 
about 35 Qatari-Singaporean 
companies are operating in the 
Qatari market and there are 
12 Singaporean companies of 
100 percent capital specialised 
in construction, oil and gas, 
decoration, exhibitions and 
conferences and technology 
sectors.

On the subject of unjust 
blockade imposed by the Saudi-
led bloc, Sheikh Khalifa said 
Qatar has successfully managed 
to mitigate the impacts  
Backed by the private sector, 
Qatar dealt with these measures 
very quickly and directly shifted 
to alternative sources to ensure 
the continuing flow of goods 
without any interruption, he 
said.

 "New direct marine routes 
have been launched to connect 
Hamad Port with several ports 
in Oman, Turkey, Pakistan, 
China and India and the country 
is receiving all commodities 
and imports directly without 
the need to pass across siege 
countries," Sheikh Khalifa 
added.
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conferences

Qatar Chamber and the International Chamber of Commerce present 
World Trade Agenda Report at WTO Public Forum in Geneva

• The report assists Governments in identifying key priority areas for trade

• Qatar Chamber participates in WTO Public Forum in Geneva

Sheikha Tamader:
Doha to host global meeting on 
trade facilitation early 2018

Qatar Chamber (QC) and the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) 
participated in this year’s WTO Public Forum entitled “Trade: Behind the 

Headlines” held in Geneva at the end of last month. The Forum provided a platform 
for engagement and deliberation on how trade and the WTO can contribute to 
attaining the Sustainable Development Goals, how the benefits of trade can be 
shared more widely among countries, businesses and individuals and how best 
to tackle the challenges of the changing trade landscape. The event was attended 
by a Qatar Chamber and ICC Qatar delegation headed by HE Sheikha Tamader Al 
Thani, Director of International Relations and Chambers Affairs at QC.
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The session entitled “Building for 
success: A world trade agenda 

for the Buenos Aires Ministerial,” was 
organized on the third and last day 
of the Forum under the World Trade 
Agenda (WTA), a joint initiative 
by ICC and Qatar Chamber, which 
mobilises global business to help 
governments set key multilateral 
trade negotiation priorities to ease 
trade facilitation and contribute to 
economic growth and job creation. 
The session presented the newly 
launched WTA report under the 
same name which discusses the 
urgent needs for more liberalisation 
and better rules in global trade 
including what WTO Members 
should focus on in the period 
before and after the upcoming 
WTO Ministerial Conference, taking 
place in Buenos Aires, Argentina in 
December 2017.
 
Sheikha Tamader Al Thani said: 
“Qatar Chamber is keen to 
participate at the WTO Public Forum 
through the World Trade Agenda 
Initiative, due to the importance 
of this conference in charting the 
needed directions to facilitate 
world trade”, adding that Qatar 
Chamber has already launched, in 
cooperation with the International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC), the 
World Trade Agenda (WTA) initiative, 
which seeks to assist governments 
in identifying priority fields in trade, 
and that, last March, it launched 
the WTA “Building for Success” 
report, which included several key 
proposals that can contribute to 
strengthening trade around the 
world”. 

Sheikha Tamader stressed that 
“Qatar Chamber is, since the Doha 
Negotiation Round held in Doha 
in 2001, exerting great efforts in 
order to facilitate international 
trade”. Doha succeeded at the 
time in hosting this prestigious 
international meeting. 

Sheikha Tamader also praised 

the close cooperation between 
Qatar Chamber and the ICC, which 
resulted in several initiatives, 
including the World Trade Agenda 
initiative, whose recommendations 
contributed to the conclusion of 
a historic treaty to facilitate world 
trade at Bali, Indonesia, in 2013.

Sheikha Tamader pointed that 
Doha will host, next year, the World 
Trade Agenda Day, to discuss the 
challenges and opportunities facing 
business leaders, and to evaluate 
the role of the private sector in 
suggesting concrete proposals to 
that end.  

“Building for Success” argues 
that the WTO Members should 
respond to current challenges with 
renewed action, deploying better 
defences against protectionism and 
crafting actions that would have a 
meaningful impact on trade and 
economic growth—especially in 
the area of digital trade policy. 
Speakers included John Danilovich, 
Secretary General, ICC; James 
Bacchus, Founding Member and 
former Chairman of the Appellate 
Body of the WTO, Professor of Global 
Affairs and Director, Center for 
Global Economic and Environmental 
Opportunity, University of Central 
Florida and Global Fellow, Centre 
for International Governance 
Innovation; Philippe Delleur, Senior 
Vice President, Public Affairs, 
Alstom; Ulf Pehrsson, Vice President, 
Government and Industry Relations, 
Ericsson; Stefano Bertasi, Executive 

Director, Policy and Business 
Practices, ICC and moderator Nicolle 
Graugnard, Senior Policy Manager, 
ICC. 
Panelists focused on five important 
issues highlighted in the report 
for the WTO and WTO Members 
to address at MC11which are: 
trade in non-agricultural goods; 
trade in services; e-commerce; 
improved rules on ‘new’ 
competition distortions regarding 
state-owned enterprises, local 
content requirements and export 
restrictions; and investment. 
The Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) were also a main focus of the 
discussion as they were in many 
sessions throughout the three day 
public forum. Speakers argued that 
only by enabling a framework of 
rules for trade and investment first, 
can we then hope to achieve the 
UN SDGs. The SDGs put significant 
emphasis on the role that trade 
can play in promoting sustainable 
development.

Qatar Chamber and the International 
Chamber of Commerce launched 
the World Trade Agenda “Building 
for Success” report last March during 
a panel discussion in London, as 
part of the World Trade Agenda Day. 
Qatar Chamber and the ICC’s World 
Trade Agenda initiative played a 
vital role at the 9th WTO Ministerial 
Conference in Bali, Indonesia in 
2013, where the WTA presented 
world business priorities which 
had a great impact on reaching the 
World Trade Facilitation Agreement. 
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Delegations

Titled ‘Business and Investment 
Opportunities between 

Qatar and Bangladesh’, the 
seminar gathered a delegation of 
businessmen and representatives of 
leading pharmaceutical companies 
in Bangladesh, QNA said in a 
dispatch.
The seminar revealed that the 
pharmaceutical sector was one of the 
most growing sectors in Bangladesh 
with a more than $2bn market and 
as many as 257 pharmaceutical 
companies operating in the country, 
covering 98% of the medicine needs 
of the domestic market, as well as 
global exports.
Qatar Chamber vice chairman 
Mohamed bin Twar said there are 
efforts to expand cooperation with 
the Bangladesh private sector, 
which has about 380,000 workers 

in Qatar contributing to the 
development projects in 
the country. Twar noted that 
the Bangladeshi community 
is one of the largest expat 
communities in Qatar after 
India and Nepal.
He added that holding 
the seminar and similar 
activities would contribute 
to increasing economic 
cooperation between 
businessmen in both 
countries and open ways for 
more partnerships, especially in the 
pharmaceutical sector. 
He said the pharmaceutical industry 
is one of the promising sectors in 
Bangladesh even as he called on 
Qatari businessmen to explore 
investment opportunities in this 
field.

Doha Bank CEO Dr R Seetharaman; 
secretary general of the Bangladesh 
Pharmaceutical Industries 
Association Muhamed Shafir; 
Bangladeshi ambassador Ashud 
Ahmed, and Hamad General 
Hospital medical director Dr Yousif 
al-Mislamani participated in the 
seminar.

Qatar businesses eye investments 
in Bangladesh pharma industry
A number of Qatari businessmen discussed investment opportunities in 

Bangladesh’s pharmaceutical industry during a seminar organised by 
the Bangladesh embassy in Doha. 
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Qatari laws ensure 
laborers’ rights, says Twar
Qatar Chamber vice chairman HE Mohamed bin Ahmed bin Twar met on Sunday 

at the chamber’s headquarter with the Minister of  Labor and Employment of 
the Republic of Philippines HE Silvestre H. Billo in the presence of QC’s board member 
Mohamed bin Ahmed Al Obaidli.

The meeting was attended by 
members of Qatari recruitment 

offices, Philippine Overseas Labor 
Office  and other Filipino officials.
The meeting discussed means of 
enhancing cooperation relations 
between both sides in labor 
issues and facilitating recruitment 
procedures. 
For his part, Mohamed bin Twar said 
that the State of Qatar welcomes all 
Filipino laborers who are working at 
all economic sectors, affirming that 
it places laborers rights at its top 
priorities. 
Qatari legislatives and laws ensure 
rights of all laborers and there 
are strict actions against any 
violations. Qatari government 
takes all necessary measures to 
ensure protecting rights of laborers, 
he added. 

Bin Twar extended his appreciation 
to all laborers of the Republic of 
Philippines in Qatar estimated 
about  240.000 participating in the 
economic growth it witnesses and 
contributing to the development 
projects in the country.

Head of recruitment offices Ali Afifa 
said there is positive cooperation 
between the team members and the 
labor attaché in the Filipino embassy 
to Qatar, expressing hope that 
this meeting would enhance their 
cooperation ties.
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Delegations

QC Vice Chairman Mohamed 
bin Ahmed bin Twar said 

that the Qatari market welcomes 
Turkish investments in all 
industrial, commercial, service 
and logistics sectors, during 
the meeting, which discussed 
ways to open new partnerships 
with the Turkish association. 
The private sector partnership 
between Qatar and Turkey is 

reflected on the volume of trade 
between the two countries, which 
amounts to QR2bn, Twar said. 
“QC is ready to provide all 
the necessary support to the 
Turkish Association to expand its 
investments in Qatar,” Bin Twar 
said, adding that further meetings 
between businessmen in the two 
countries will result in long-term 
partnerships that contribute to the 

strengthening of economic 
relations between the two sides. 
The 120-member association 
of textile, fabric and decoration 
manufacturers in Kayseri seeks 
to create partnerships with 
companies in Qatar that have 
an attractive investment climate 
and are among the fastest 
growing in the region, Kaymos 
chairman Yakup Deveci stressed. 
Discussions are being held by the 
association with exporters in Turkey 
in order to reduce shipping costs and 
the transport of goods and products 
to Qatar, which will open up the 
horizons for economic cooperation 
between the private sector in 
both countries, especially in the 
upholstery sector, Deveci added.

Qatar Chamber & Turkish 
delegation discusses cooperation 
Qatar Chamber (QC) discussed enhancing joint cooperation with a visiting 

delegation from Turkish furniture manufacturers under the Kayseri Furniture 
Industrialists’ Association (), led by its chairman, Yakup Deveci. 
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Exhibition

Under the patronage of His Excellency Sheikh Abdullah Bin Nasser Bin Khalifa al-Thani, 
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, the third edition of “Made in China 2017” 

exhibition will be held at the Doha Exhibition and Convention Center (DECC) from 16-19 
November 2017, according to a press statement issued by the Qatar Chamber (QC).

The four-day expo is organized by 
Qatar Chamber with the focus 

on presenting an opportunity for 
the local business community to 
get acquainted with the Chinese 
products and to help businessmen 
build constructive partnerships 
and alliances with their Chinese 
counterparts.

QC chairman HE Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Jassim al-Thani said that despite 
the ongoing siege imposed 
on Qatar, over 100 Chinese 
companies representing different 
economic and trade sectors would  
display their products and latest 
innovations into the Qatari market. 
He noted that the expo was highly 
acclaimed in its first and second 
editions and saw establishing 
several contracts and joint ventures 
among Qatari and Chinese 
companies.

Sheikh Khalifa extended the 
Chamber’s sincere gratitude and 
appreciation to His Excellency 
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Nasser Bin 
Khalifa Al-Thani, Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior, for patronizing 
the event which reflects that the 
government’s great interest in 

developing industry, praising its 
endeavors aiming to help Qatari 
products to reach most of world 
markets. 
Stressing the importance of the 
expo in enhancing cooperation 
ties among both countries’ 
businessmen, he indicated that 
it enables Qatari side to take 
advantage of the Chinese expertise 

in industry and constitutes a 
brilliant platform to building trade 
transactions between both sides.
He echoed the Chamber’s warm 
welcome to all Chinese investors 
and assured its readiness to offer 
all possible aid to attract more 
investments to Qatar, especially 
in SMEs sector which is as an 
added value to Qatar’s economy, 
emphasizing the Chamber’s 
support to the Country’s strategy in 
relocating modern technology.
QC would continue to hold 
conferences and exhibitions that 
contribute to informing foreign 
investors on the Qatari market and 
bringing more investment to the 
country, he affirmed.

He pointed out that Qatar and 
China enjoy strong relations and 
their trade exchange rate reached 
QR 20bn, noting that it would grow 
manifold due to the launch of a 
direct marine route linking Hamad 
and Shanghai ports.
The expo’s promotion campaign 
will kick off this week through a 
press conference in Dalian city; 
the China’s important center for 
foodstuffs, building materials and 
auto spare parts industries.

“Made in China 2017” expo 
to be held next month under 
PM’s patronage
• Sheikh Khalifa: QC supports relocating the latest technology

• Qatar-China trade exchange hit QR 20 bn
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QC gears up for 
Made in China 2017' 
expo 
• 160 Chinese firms willing to invest in Qatari 

market

• Considerable Chinese media attention to 
hosting the expo by Qatar

• Direct sea routes with China sustain trade 
exchange 

• China is a key trade partner to Qatar with 
$5.5bn trade exchange

Exhibition

Qatar Chamber (QC) launched the promotion campaign for the 'Made in 
China 2017' expo during a press conference held in China’s Dalian City, 

according to a press statement issued by the Chamber
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The statement said that Ali Bu 
Sherbak Al Mansouri, QC’s 

Assistant Director-General for 
Governmental & Int. Relations, 
represented the Chamber in the 
conference in the attendance of 
the president of Dalian Chamber of 
Commerce Mr. Cui Tie, and officials 
of Chinese Chambers Federation in 
Dalian City.

There is a big media presence in 
the conference and representatives 
of 160 Chinese companies also 
attended.

The third edition of  the 'Made in 
China 2017' exhibition will be held at 
the Doha Exhibition and Convention 
Centre (DECC) under the patronage 
of Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior HE Sheikh Abdullah bin 
Nasser bin Khalifa al Thani, on 
November 16-19. 
The four-day expo is being be 
organised by the Qatar Chamber 
with the aim of presenting an 
opportunity for the local business 
community to get acquainted with 
the Chinese products and to help 
them build constructive partnerships 
and alliances with their Chinese 
counterparts

Addressing the media, Bu Sherbak 
noted that the expo was highly 
acclaimed in its first and second 
editions and saw several contracts 
and joint ventures signed between 
Qatari and Chinese companies.
He said that holding the exhibition 
for the third year in a row reflects 
the robustness and strength of 
Qatari-Chinese relations,  not only 
in economic and trade fields, but in 
political, social and cultural spheres 
as well.

He added saying: “Qatar, China 
relations witnessed great progress 
over recent  years. China is a very 
key trade partner to Qatar. Trade 
exchange hit last year $ 5.5 bn 
including $4bn Qatari exports to 
China and China is Qatar’s fourth 
trade partner, while Qatar is China’s 

second largest supplier of LNG.”
He pointed out that this year expo 
comes concurrently with the Gulf 
crisis and the unjust siege imposed 
by neighboring countries on the 
State of Qatar whose economy is not 
affected by this blockade, affirming 
Qatar’s success in dealing with these 
unfair measures very quickly and 
directly shifted to alternative sources. 
On time, Hamad Port was 
inaugurated and a direct marine 
route was launched with China’s 
Shanghai port. This effectively 
contributed to continuing the flow of 
Chinese imports to Qatar without the 
need to pass across siege countries, 
he said.
Commenting on the impacts of the 
siege, he said it didn’t affect Qatar’s 

hosting of FIFA World Cup 2022, 
emphasizing that all construction 
works for the international 
tournament are progressing 
normally as per the schedule.
Bu Sherbak called on Chinese 
companies to take part in these 
projects and to provide Qatar with 
all goods and building materials 
needed for these projects. 
He expressed his hope that the expo 
would help Chinese exhibitors inform 
Qatari business community of their 
latest technological innovations, 
explore the available investment 
opportunities in the Qatari market 
and to end in transactions and 
agreements among Qatari and 
Chinses companies.
On the sidelines of the conference, 

Bu Sherbak met 
with Mr. Cui Tie and 
together discussed 
ways of boosting 
trade cooperation 
between Qatar and 
China and viewed the 
preparations of the 
expo being organized 
in Qatar for the third 
year in a row.
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The first edition of the "Made at Home" exhibition opened at the Doha Exhibition 
& Convention Center. Organized by Qatar Development Bank, Qatar Chamber, 

the Ministry of Administrative Development, Labor and Social Affairs, and Ooredoo.

144 local businesses showcase 
at ‘Made at Home’ exhibition

The five-day expo showcases over 
144 local home businesses that 

enthusiastically put on display a wide 
range of domestically-produced 
items, including homespun textiles, 
home-baked food items, handcrafted 
jewellery and other handicrafts.
The exhibition held under the 
patronage of H E Chairperson of 
Qatar Museums Board of Trustees 
Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad 
Al-Thani was inaugurated by the 
Governor of Qatar Central Bank H 
E Sheikh Abdullah bin Saoud Al-
Thani, the Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of Qatar Development 
Bank.
The "Made at Home" exhibition offers 
an opportunity to commercially 
productive licensed home-
businesses to display and sell their 

products, create new marketing 
windows for their commodities, and 
exchange experiences with other 
similar businesses involved in a wide 
range of specialized fields.
Director-General of Qatar Chamber 
Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi said that 
the Made at Home Exhibition is an 
opportunity to introduce home 
made products of Qatari families, 
in addition to being a platform that 
brings participants together under 
one roof to seal contracts and deals.
Al Sharqi expressed the hope that the 
exhibition would enable participants 
to acquire a larger share in the local 
market by offering their products 
in malls and shopping centers, and 
finding places for their industries on 
the shelves of large shops as well. 
For her part, Board Member 

of Qatar Chamber and Qatari 
Businesswomen Forum chairperson 
Ibtehaj Al Ahmadani highlighted 
the remarkable attendance and 
participation of Qatari women at the 
"Made at Home" exhibition, which 
enhances their production capacity 
and encourages their presence in the 
local market, praising the quality of 
the household industries for women 
despite their educational and social 
obligations.

under the patronage of H E Sheikha Al Mayassa

Exhibition
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In the interest of developing and supporting productive families, Qatar 
Chamber (QC) announced that it will organize the "SOUQ HAL QATAR" 

exhibition in cooperation with Hyatt Plaza Shopping Mall.

This came during the press 
conference held on Wednesday 

25th October, 2017 at the chamber’s 
headquarter in the attendance 
of Hyatt Plaza Shopping Mall’s 
chairman HE Sheikh Suhaim bin 
Khalid Al Thani, QC’s Assistant 
Director-General for Governmental 
and International Relations Ali Bu 
Sherbak Al Mansouri , Vice Chairman 
of the group of Companies 
Mohamed Hussein Al Ali and Feroz 
Moideen, General Manager of Hyatt 
Plaza Shopping Mall.
Scheduled to be held from 8th 
November to 8th December 2017 
at Hyatt Plaza, the expo aims 
to support productive families 
and home-made and handcrafts 
entrepreneurs. 
It provides a platform for local micro-
enterprises to showcase a wide 
range of goods produced by home-
based businesses including clothes, 
food, perfumes and accessories.
Commenting on the exhibition, 
Hyatt Plaza Shopping Mall’s 
chairman HE Sheikh Suhaim bin 
Khalid Al Thani said that: “We 

believe in supporting the Qatari 
productive families, as they play a 
vital role in creating a sustainable 
and diversified economy,”
Praising the cooperation with Qatar 
Chamber, he thanked the chamber’s 
constructive partnership with Hyatt 
Plaza to implement the expo which 
comes, according to him,  in line with 
the vision of the wise leadership. 
For his part, Ali Bu Sherbak Al 
Mansouri, QC’s Assistant Director-
General for Governmental and 
International Relations, said that the 
expo comes as part of the chamber’s 
commitment to supporting 32 
productive families and helping 
them to promote and develop their 
own products. 
He noted that the exhibition aims 
at developing Qatari home-made 
businesses and providing a good 
opportunity for entrepreneurs to 
display their products to reach all 
local consumers.
Al Mansouri pointed out that the 
chamber is always keen to extend 
all its support to productive families, 
enhance their skills and assist them 
in marketing their products locally 
and internationally.
QC has already facilitated productive 
families to participate in a number 
of exhibitions such as Made in Qatar, 
Made in China and Expo Turkey, he 
added; assuring that this helped 
them to develop their products and 
opened new external channels for 
marketing their products.
In his turn, Mohamed Hussein Al 
Ali, Vice Chairman of the group 

of Companies owned by Sheikh 
Suhaim bin Khaled Al Thani, said: 
“We are keen to implement many 
community projects like “SOUQ HAL 
QATAR”, all of which aim to serve 
the Qatari population and Qatari 
productive families,”
He hoped that the exhibition would 
support Qatari products and Qatari 
productive families, calling upon 
other organizations to make similar 
efforts in supporting such projects. 
“We are committed to providing 
all possible means of support to 
Qatari productive families through 
upcoming events,” he noted.
Feroz Moideen, General Manager of 
Hyatt Plaza Shopping Mall, said that 
“SOUQ HAL QATAR” is a strategic 
project that would support the 
Qatari home-based businesses and 
provide them an opportunity to 
promote their products in a well-
established mall like Hyatt Plaza 
Shopping Mall. 
He pointed out that Hyatt Plaza, 
which consistently focuses on 
serving the community, is the 
perfect place for micro businesses 
to reach out and introduce their 
products to the public. 
We are excited to support this 
initiative and we strongly believe 
that this will be one destination that 
shoppers in Qatar cannot afford to 
miss, he added.

QC, Hyatt Plaza to Launch 
“SOUQ HAL QATAR” Expo 
in November
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Seminars

Thani bin Ali: Qatar organised the 
force majeure in several laws

Legal forum on “Force 
Majeure and Gulf crisis”

Due to the economic embargo imposed on Doha, companies from 
Qatar and the blockading countries could claim force majeure from 

contractual responsibility, said participants at a legal forum held in Doha.  

Speaking at the opening 
ceremony, lawyer and Board 

Member of Qatar International 
Centre for Conciliation and 
Arbitration Sheikh Thani bin Ali al 
Thani said, “Qatar has organised the 
force majeure in several laws. It is 
the unexpected and unavoidable 
circumstances owing to an external 
factor away from the willingness 
of the partners of the contract." 
Sheikh Thani added, “The force 
majeure happens due to natural 
disasters such as earthquakes 
and hurricanes and due to 
man-made disasters such as 
economic embargo as in the case 
of Qatar, wars and revolutions. 
"The force majeure makes the 
contractual obligations impossible 

to be achieved and exempts the 
debtor from responsibility. It 
could be applied on international, 
transportation, and public work 
contracts, and has an impact on 
the duration of contracts due to 
the inability carry out the duties. 
Sheikh Thani said, “The embargo 
on our country is a moral test for us 
as our community achieved a big 
success under the wise leadership 
of the Emir HH Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al Thani. We have proved 
that we care about principles and 
morals throughout the conflict. 
Private Law Professor at Qatar 
University Dr Nisrin Mahasneh 
spoke about the force majeure 
in Islamic Jurisprudence, 
common law and Qatari law.  

Mahasneh said the embargo 
on Qatar is a force majeure 
that might cancel hundreds of 
contracts, according to the Qatari 
law. However, these contracts 
might be extended when the 
embargo is lifted, she pointed out. 
Representing legal consultancy 
Sultan al Abdullah and Partners, 
Ashraf al Feshawi differentiated 
between force majeure and urgent 
circumstances. “The first happens 
when the contract becomes 
impossible to be achieved while 
the second happens when 
accomplishing the contract 
becomes more difficult, “said 
Feshawi.
Giving an example, he said, the Hajj 
contract might be a force majeure 
since it can't be done outside Saudi 
Arabia in case it didn't give a visa due 
to the embargo, while a contract to 
manufacture gypsum boards might 
be considered urgent circumstances 
as the import of its crude materials 
can be shifted from the blockading 
states to other countries. 
In case of force majeure the courts 
might terminate the contract, while 
in the case of urgent circumstances 
it might award compensation.
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Qatar Chamber organised a seminar for representatives of 
government agencies, businessmen and representatives of 

private companies to discuss the facilitation of customs clearance 
procedures, shipping and storage for importers and companies. 

The seminar reviewed the 
integrated land and sea system 

developed by the Ministry of 
Transport and Communications 
in this context, which was 
linked to the regulations and 
policies aimed at promoting 
economic growth in the country. 
The participants made a number 
of recommendations to improve 

the performance of customs 
clearance, avoid delay, and achieve 
smoothness in the port, demanding 
an increase in the number of 
customs agents, and issuing a 
procedural guide covering all 
customs clearance procedures that 
should be circulated to companies. 
The participants also called for 
specifying the fees of the shipping 

agencies and extending the 
working hours in those agencies 
in order to cover the largest 
quantities of containers and goods. 
They appreciated the meeting 
organised by the Chamber with 
the officials which contributes 
to facilitating the movement of 
importing goods and filling the 
needs of the local market.

Qatar Chamber hosts seminar 
on customs clearance
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Reports

Qatari Economic Successes 
Thwart Plots of Siege Countries

• Trade and investment relations propel national economy to wider horizons

• Siege countries drain their potentialities to suffocate Qatar’s economy 

• Qatar, Qatar’s economy globally appreciated and respected

• Qatar Chamber to confront siege through various exhibitions and events

As usual, the Qatari economy has proved its ability to proceed its growth  to 
broader horizons despite the unfair siege imposed on the State of Qatar by 

three Gulf countries which make every possible effort to hinder its successes.

So, it is a raging war waged by these 
countries against Qatar and its 

economy which daily achieves new 
successes and great leaps. However, 
these unfair actions have failed to 
meet their objectives due to the 
strength and competitiveness of the 
Qatari economy. 
In spite of the siege, Qatar’s existing 

economic relationships around 
the world have continued to 
flourish, while new markets and 
opportunities are constantly being 
identified. Infrastructure mega and 
transport projects are progressing 
rapidly  and relations with trade 
partners are being boosted. 
It is obvious that siege courtiers 

sought to spoil the quantum 
leaps Qatar achieved at all levels, 
especially in transport, air and 
marine aspects. This definitely 
turned Qatar into a regional and 
global commercial center. 
Blockading countries weren’t aware 
of Qatar’s strong political and 
economic position with world trade 
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partners. These relations made 
Qatar and its economy globally 
respected and appreciated.
It is well-known that these countries  
have plunged into a set of internal 
crises such as budget deficit, debts 
accumulation, lack of justice and 
massive unemployment. These 
problems have provoked them to 
conspire against Qatar which had 
been insulated from these crises. 
These countries wanted to drag 
Qatar to this economic failure but 
their efforts went in vain owing to 
the wise directives of the Emir HH 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
who received great solidarity and 
appreciation from Qatari people 
and residents.
Blockading countries had another 
conspicuous failure when they tried 
to fight Qatar’s hosting of the 2022 
FIFA World Cup, in addition to their 
plots against Qatar’s progress in the 
UNISCO election. 
Despite all these conspiracies, 
Qatar continued to  offer a civilized 
message based on respecting 
others, exchanging cultures and 
partnerships and working hard to 
achieving  economic development 
and justice all over the world.

Facilities and Obstacles
While the State of Qatar provides 
new incentives and facilities to 
attract investors, siege countries 
provide more obstacles and 
decisions that compel more 
investments to flee.
At the same time, the Qatari 

government provided host of 
incentives including nodding 
the draft bill of industrial zones, 
supporting  SMEs and removing all 
obstacles facing business in general. 
In the same context, and following 
the directives of the Emir His 
Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al Thani, Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Nasser bin Khalifa al Thani has 
recently issued a set of decisions 
and directives aiming to promote 
the private sector's contribution to 
the economic development of the 
country.
The prime minister's directions 
oblige ministries and government 
departments to promote 
investment in the state, while 
providing incentives to the private 
sector to promote local industries 
and boost supply of commodities to 
local markets.
According to the decisions, rents 
paid by companies will be cut by 50 
percent in the logistics areas of the 
Economic Zones Corporation in the 
south of the state during 2018-19. As 
a result, the rents will come down to 
QR20 from QR40 per square metre.
Investors in the logistics areas in 
the south will be exempted from 
paying rents for 2018 if the building 
permits were issued before January 
31, 2018, and for 2019 if the permits 
were issued before January 31, 2019. 
The prime minister has urged 
all ministries and government 
departments to buy 100 percent 
local products from the present 
30 percent, if the goods meet the 
Qatari specifications and standards 
and comply with the regulations 
and policies of the tenders and 
auction committees in the state.
The prime minister also directed 
the Qatar Development Bank 
(QDB) to postpone collection of 
loan instalments for six months 
from owners of industrial projects 
approved by the Ministry of Energy.
Qatar Chamber Withstands Siege
Since the beginning of the unjust 
blockade, Qatar Chamber made 
considerable efforts to counter 
these measures. 

It is currently organizing the third 
edition of  the “Made in China” 
exhibition, secluded on November 
16-19, 2017.  Over 100 Chinese 
companies representing different 
economic and trade sectors will 
display their products and latest 
innovations in the Qatari market 
during the event.
This expo is of a particular 
importance as it showcases 
products of one of the most key 
trade partners to Qatar.
It enables Qatari side to take 
advantage of the Chinese expertise 
in industry and provides a brilliant 
platform for building trade 
transactions between both sides.
Also, the chamber continued its 
efforts aiming to holding meetings 
with representatives of friendly 
countries with a view to deepening 
economic cooperation and opening 
new channels that benefit Qatari 
investors and consumers.
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Reports

The total value of nine months of 
2017 touched QR 13.3 billion.

The report, which was prepared 
based on certificates of origin 
issued by Qatar Chamber’s Research 
& Studies Dept. and Member Affairs 
Dept. last May, pointed out that 
2155 certificates of origin were 
issued during the same month.

Commenting on the report, Qatar 
Chamber chairman HE Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani praised 
the substantial rise in exports to the 

normal level affirms that the unfair 
siege imposed on Qatar couldn’t 
stop or hinder the export processes 
for the Qatari private sector due 
to the robustness of economy, 
governmental wise policies and 
world’s confidence in the national 
economy.
He noted that non-oil exports 
retreated in June but sound planning 
and strong external relations, along 
with the significant efforts made at 
all levels enable Qatar to overcome 
the repercussions of the siege 

rapidly.
He added that exports of July, 
August and September achieved 
substantial growth to higher levels 
before the siege. 
QC’s Director General Saleh bin 
Hamad Al Sharqi praised the huge 
surge in Qatar’s exports in spite of 
the  unfair siege imposed on Qatar 
and obstacles set by the embargo 
states. He also paid tribute to the 
continuation of exports growth in 
the third month in a row in rates 
equal those before the siege or even 

Qatar’s Non-oil Exports 
Beats Siege With 48.7% 
Rise in September, says 
QC’s Report

The total value of Qatar's non-oil exports in September 
2017  reached QR 1.570 billion compared to QR 

1.796 billion in August, recording a decrease of 12.6 %  
and to QR 1.570 billion in September 2016 recording an 
increase of 48.7%, the monthly report of Qatar Chamber 
on the foreign trade of the private sector published on 
Thursday (19th September) shows.

• Sheikh Khalifa: exports rise despite siege assure 
world’s confidence in our economy

• QR 1.6 bn non-oil exports in September

• 2155 Certificates of Origin issued and Qatari 
products reached 52 countries

• Oman tops Qatar’s trading pa     rtners with QR 700 m 

• Sharqi: New facilitations support the exports growth  
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higher in some months.
Al Sharqi noted that Qatar provided 
host of facilitations and incentives 
to urge national and foreign 
investors  to establish productive 
enterprises to produce all goods 
and products which were imported 
by the blocking countries with a 
view to achieve the self-sufficiency 
and exporting any surplus of 
production.
He pointed out that the chamber 
is currently preparing a booklet 
includes a biannual bulletin on the 
Qatar’s non-oil exports. It reviews 
statistics  of exports during the first 
half of the current year.

52 Countries
The report said that Qatar’s non-oil 
exports during  September were 
distributed to about  52 countries 
compared to 58 last month.
Countries receiving Qatar’s non-oil 
exports included 10 Arab countries 
and GCC , 14 European countries 
including Turkey, 16 Asian countries 
(excluding Arab countries),  10 
African countries (excluding Arab 
countries)  and 2 countries of North 
and South Americas.

Trade Partners
As in August, Oman was Qatar's 
top non-oil exports destination 
in September accounting for QR 
700.29 million or 44.6% of the total 
exports in the month. It is followed 
by Hong Kong  with almost QR 
127.98 million or 8.2% and Germany 
with QR 113.11 million or 7.2 
percent.
Turkey comes in the fourth place 
with almost QR 95 million or 6.1 
percent followed by Philippines 
with QR  81.81 OR 5.2 percent.
USA comes in the sixth place 
followed by  Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, 
Singapore and India.
It is clear that  90.2 % of the total value 
of exports were received by  the first 
ten countries abovementioned. 

Economic blocs
According to the report, it is clear 
that GCC ( Kuwait and Oman) come 

a first destination of Qatari exports 
of about 45.4% of the total exports 
with QR 712.844million. Most of 
these exports were received by 
Oman.
Asian countries excluding Arab 
countries come in the second place. 
They imported QR 499.198 million 
which represents 31.8% of the total 
non-oil exports.
In the third place, European 
countries including Turkey receiving 
QR 230.893 million or 14.7% of the 
total value.
North America comes in the fourth 
place receiving QR73.224m or 4.7%. 
Arab countries come in the fifth 
place excluding GCC with total 
exports of QR 44.856 followed by 
African countries which received QR 
8.61m.

Nine months
The report shows that total values 
of non-oil exports in January was 
QR 1400m , February QR1830m, 
March QR1830m, April QR1328m, 
May QR1423m, June QR793.7m, July 
QR1328m, August QR 1796m and in 
September QR 1570m.
The total value of exports in the nine 
months of 2017 reaches QR 13.248b.  

Main Exports
Aluminum alloys, bars and molds 
topped the non-oil exports in the 
third month in a  row  with total 
value of QR 417.6 million or 26.6%, 
whereas gas oils come in the second 
place with QR303m OR 19.3%.
Iron grids, angles and poles come 
in the third place with almost QR 
240 million or 15.3% followed by 

helium gas with almost QR106.6m 
followed by chemical fertilizers with  
QR 74m and lotrene with almost QR 
60.8 million  followed by paraffin, 
polyethylene, chemical substances 
and  plastic rolls. 
It is worth mentioning that these 
ten goods represent 84.5%  of the 
total value of exports in September.

The report showed the rise of the 
European countries to first place 
in terms of region and economic 
groups receiving the Qatari exports 
in July 2017. European markets 
received 38.53 percent of Qatar’s 
total non-oil exports during the 
month with a total export value 
reaching QR511.7m.
The GCC countries, mostly 
Oman, came second place with 
exports amounting to QR436.9m, 
representing 32.9 percent of total 
exports. The region is followed by 
other Asian countries, coming third 
with exports worth QR285.33m, 
accounting for 21.49 percent of the 
total exports during the month. 
Aluminum worth QR335.8m, in 
various forms (alloys, cutters, molds 
and slabs) topped the exported 
goods, representing 25.3 percent 
of the total value of non-oil exports 
during July 2017, followed by gas 
oils with a value of QR313.5m ( 
accounting for 23.6 percent of non-
oil exports). Base oil exports came 
in the third place with QR181.4m 
(13.7%), followed by Helium worth 
QR91.2m, iron, steel, iron bars and 
nets, paraffin, chemicals, chemical 
fertilisers, polyethylene and plastic 
bags among the others.
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