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Editorial

Khalifa Bin Jassim Bin Mohammed Al Thani

Qatar’s economy remains resilient to crises

Qatar Chamber Chairmam

Once again, the Qatar’s economy proved that 
it has been strong enough and resilient 

against economic crises and headwinds.

Despite the huge drop in global oil prices, 
Qatar still holds a robust economy. On the heels 
of the global slump of oil prices, the Qatari 
economy remained robust and achieved great 
developments unlike other regional peers that 
witnessed recession and retraction.

In 2008, during the global financial crisis, it was 
perhaps one of the few economies that have 
managed to rapidly grow amid a decline that 
hit the world from east to west. 

Today, in light of the unprecedented Gulf 
circumstances, it hasn’t been affected, but it has 
proved to be robust enough to overcome the 
repercussions of this crisis.

Qatar’s economy is one of the world’s most 
growing economies. It is expected to achieve 
growth rates of 3.5% during the current year. 

Indeed, one of the key factors underpinning 
the resilience and stability of the economy is 
the country’s diversification strategy and the 
development of non-oil sector.

In spite of the great fall in oil prices, Qatar’s 
GDP now achieved great growth thanks to the 
development of the non-hydrocarbon sector.

We have great confidence in the ability of 
the Qatari private sector to overcome the 
consequences of the economic blockade 
imposed by three of Gulf States against Qatar. 

In a quick initiative, business sectors immediately 
searched for new import destinations, 
particularly for food items and building 
materials. The flow of goods and commodities 
continued into the domestic market. 

Under the current situation, Qatar has many 
alternatives to maintain the pace of imports 
of food items and goods into the local market. 
Business sectors give the highest priority to 
food items and primary materials to ensure 
preventing any shortage in the local market. 
Qatar companies signed new pacts and 
contracts with new destinations. This means 
that the affected people of this boycott will be 
the companies, businessmen and factories in 
the three countries which will lose the Qatari 
market.

It is noteworthy that the strategic stock of 
essential food commodities is sufficient for 
more than 12 months, and this confirms that 
citizen and residents will not be affected by 
this boycott. Also, two direct shipping lines 
between Hamad Port and the posts of Suhar 
and Salalah in Oman were recently launched. 
This will significantly help support the imports 
movement from all over the world.
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Chairman 

of Qatar Chamber (QC)

and Qatar International Center for Conciliation 
and Arbitration (QICCA)

Board Members

Director General

QC& QICCA Employees

Congratulate

Dr. HE. Sheikh Thani bin Ali bin 
Soud Al Thani

QICCA Board Member

for being awarded a Ph.D. with

Distinction in Law

 Congratulations



The Commercial Concealment phenomenon has been of a great concern to the government 
of Qatar and to Qatar Chamber which officially represents the private sector and seeks to 

enhancing  its contribution to the national economy. The issue of concealment constitutes a great 
challenge to all business sectors and significantly leads to negative economic consequences.  
The Commercial concealment is simply defined as where a foreigner (a resident), with the help of 
Qatari citizen, engages in any economic activity which it is forbidden to be carried out  alone  in 
accordance with the provisions of the law.

The person who enables any non-Qatari to invest in any restricted activity, or to practice any 
prohibited activity, whether by using his name, license, commercial register or other ways, is 
considered to commit an act of concealment. 
Therefore, the name of the Qatari citizen is declared as the trader, whereas the genuine owner  is 
the resident. 
According to this definition, the Commercial concealment is a multilateral crime which has many 
negative economic consequences. It played a big role in preventing the national economy to make 
the use of the profits gained by these enterprises because the resident often sends earnings to his 
own country. This negatively affects the national economy and the business community as well.
Moreover, concealment practices lead to drain two major elements of high impact on the national 
economy; the capital and the labor market.  Profits of illegal businesses are always sent abroad and 
the resident in most cases seeks to recruit resident laborers in his enterprise which thereby affects 
the labor market in the country. 

Although the Law No. 25 of 2004 on combating commercial concealment contributed to reducing 
of this phenomenon, but it still exists. Therefore, it is necessary to adopt further measures to 
combat this problem, and to unify efforts between state’s government authorities and the private 
sector in order to create pro-investment environment in line with the Qatar National Vision 2030. 
Among proposed actions to combat this phenomenon is opening bank accounts which shall 
be imposed on all commercial facilities in order to help authorities know the true owner of  all 
enterprises. Also,  It is important to raise the awareness of the impacts of this phenomenon on the 
national economy and urge the business community to combat this phenomenon by all means 
possible.

Commercial Concealment

Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi
Director General
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Qatar Chamber called the meeting in response to 
the boycott, which saw Saudi Arabia, the UAE and 

Bahrain closing their frontiers on land, sea and air to 
Qatar, warranting the domestic food suppliers to seek 
alternative arrangements.
 
The meeting was chaired by Qatar Chamber Chairman 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim bin Mohamed al Thani, 
in the presence of Agriculture and Environment 
Committee head Mohamed bin Ahmed al Obaidli, 
Qatar Chamber Director General Saleh bin 
Hamad al Sharqi and a number of businessmen. 
At the meeting, the traders said they were in touch with 

suppliers in several countries to maintain the normal flow 
of food items into the domestic market, Qatar Chamber 
said in statement on Tuesday. They will compensate 
for the stoppage of imports via Saudi, they added. 
The importers also pointed out that they have a 
strategic stock of edible commodities. 
Besides, they said, they have activated alternative 
channels to get food items from other countries, 
essentially insulating Qatar’s food market from the 
crisis.

Given the circumstances, the traders also offered to put 
their stores and food stocks at the disposal of the country. 
They said food items were readily available in the 
market and there was no shortage of any commodity. 
All alternative arrangements are available for Qatari 
importers, they said.

The meeting also discussed the procedural issues and 
obstacles that may face the Qatari traders in importing 
foodstuffs. The businessmen stressed the need to solve 
them with the parties concerned so as not to adversely 
affect trade. They have also agreed to discuss the 
obstacles with the parties concerned.

Qatar has enough food stock : 
Qatar Chamber

Availability of food items in the local market will not be affected by the Saudi 
Arabia-led cutting of ties with Qatar, importers assured Qatar Chamber officials 

at a meeting held in Doha.

News
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Economy won’t be affected by 
blockade: QC chairman

Sheikh khalifa bin Jassim bin Mohamed al-Thani, Chairman of Qatar Chamber 
(QC), has expressed his regret that Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Bahrain have 

closed their borders and airspace and cut off diplomatic relation with Qatar.

In the statement, Sheikh Khalifa said the Qatari 
economy was strong enough to overcome the current 

crisis, pointing out that Qatar has many alternatives to 
maintain the pace of imports of food items and goods 
into the local market.
He said more than 95 percent of food items and goods 
reach Qatar through the sea and the air, and only five 
percent reach across the land border, which does not 
warrant a crisis for the Qatari economy..
On the contrary, Sheikh Khalifa said the private sector in 
Qatar has entered into agreements and contracts with 
many other companies to ensure the flow of goods and 
raw materials into the domestic market at competitive 
prices. This means that the affected people of this boycott 
will be the companies, businessmen and factories in the 
three countries which will lose the Qatari market.

The QC chairman also pointed out that Qatar, under 
its coherent strategy, has a strategic stock of essential 
food commodities sufficient for the Qatar market for 
more than 12 months, and this confirms that citizen and 
residents will not be affected by this boycott. 
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Economic sectors stand 
alongside our wise leadership: 
Qatar Chamber

Qatar Chamber’s board member held an emergency 
meeting on Thursday to discuss the repercussions of 

the boycott against Qatar by some GCC states.

Qatar Chamber (QC) Chairman 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim al Thani 
headed the  meeting.
QC’s board expressed its deep 
sorrow over the diplomatic crisis 
and the decisions taken by KSA, 
UAE and Kingdom of Bahrain 
against Qatar.
The board considered this act 
contradicts the regional and 
international charters and 
conventions.
The board assured the Chamber’s 
keenness and commitment to 
support the wise leadership.

It affirmed the leadership’s ability 
to overcome this situation thanks 
to its wisdom and   confidence of 
the Qatari people.
The board confirmed the ability 
of the national economy to defeat 
this siege, assuring that business 
sectors and Qatari businessmen 
would exert all possible efforts 
to provide all necessary needs 
including food items and building 
materials for all citizens and 
residents.
QC board’s members praised 
Qatari businessmen response, 

News
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noting that the chamber and 
Qatari business community took all  
Actions to overcome this siege.
The board has decided many 
measures to ensure the ease 
of movement of goods and 
commodities.
The Board of Directors of the 
chamber issued a decision to 
form a coordinating committee 

comprising members of the Board 
of Directors of the Chamber to 
find out all the obstacles faced by 
businessmen and traders during the 
process of importing goods. It Will 
be a link between businessmen and 
the competent committee of the 
Ministry of Economy and Trade.
Any obstacles in the process of 
importing goods of all kinds can be 

communicated to the Committee 
through two hotlines around the 
clock: (33217886 Yahya, 55305515 
Ahmed) and through e-mail yahya@
qcci.org  and abunahia@qcci.org.

It aims at determining importing 
obstacles and ensuring the ease 
release of goods into the Qatari 
market.
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News

QC Chairman HE. Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani headed the chamber’s delegation which includes QC 
Director General Saleh Hamad Al Sharqi.

The meeting was chaired by Bahrain’s minister of Industry,  Commerce and Tourism HE. Zayed R. Alzayani.

Present at the meeting were chairpersons of chambers of commerce and industry from the GCC and the 
Secretary-General of the Federation of GCC Chambers.

The meeting stressed on the importance of revitalizing the economic cooperation among the GCC member 
states and steering efforts toward integration and sustainability. It also discussed reinforcing the role of the 
private sector and emphasizing public-private sector partnership.

For his part, Sheikh Khalifa said that the value-added tax (VAT) should be carefully considered before the final 
approval, noting that it may have some impact on some GCC products. 

He underscores in press statement the key role played by the GCC private sector in the general economic 
development, praising its contribution to driving economic process in the GCC Countries.
The meeting discussed many key topics including GCC customs , measures taken by member states to ease 
the movement of goods, Gulf Joint Market and enhancing cooperation between governmental authorities and 
private sector. 

Careful study on “VAT” needed, 
QC’s Chairman

Qatar Chamber (QC) took part in the consultative joint meeting of GCC ministers of 
commerce and industry and heads of chambers hold on Monday 22nd May at the 

headquarter of The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI) in Manama.
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Portugal’s Premier Calls on Qatari 
Businessmen to Take Advantage 
of Promising Investment 
Opportunities in His Country 

HE the Prime Minister of 
the Republic of Portugal 

Antonio Costa has called on 
Qatari businessmen to take 
advantage of the promising 
investment opportunities in his 
country. 

The Prime Minister of the Republic of Portugal said in a statement on the sidelines of the meeting which he and 
his accompanying delegation held today with Qatari businessmen from the Qatar Chamber, that his visit to the 

State of Qatar along with a delegation of officials and businessmen from his country aimed at identifying the joint 
investment opportunities that the Qatari and Portuguese sides can invest and cooperate in , in a way that benefits 
both sides. 
He pointed out that the visit is also aimed at reaching common agreements that can be signed between the 
Portuguese and Qatari sides, in order to achieve the principle of doing business quickly and effectively.
The Portuguese delegation had sought intensive talks with Qatari businessmen with a view to achieving mutual 
benefit and constructive partnerships that would benefit both sides and serve the principle of involving the private 
sector in national economies in order to promote them, he noted .
He stressed the importance of the joint Portuguese-Qatari investments, expecting that mutual visits between the two 
sides will result in achieving trade exchange and opening the door for establishing new partnerships and investments.
He pointed out that there are about 1500 Portuguese in Doha, working in different sectors, as well as many companies 
operating in Qatar and others that operate in Portugal for exporting to Doha.
Portugal is a country open to foreign direct investment, especially as there are many investment opportunities 

available in Portugal in the sectors of real estate, 
infrastructure and tourism, which are promising 
opportunities that the Qatari side can benefit 
from, he said.
For his part, HE Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim 
bin Mohammed Al Thani, President of Qatar 
Chamber, said that during the meeting with HE 
the Portuguese Prime Minister, he discussed 
the establishment of a joint Portuguese-Qatari 
Business Council.
Qatari businessmen are scheduled to visit 
Portugal soon to discuss investment and 
cooperation with their Portuguese counterparts, 
he added.
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Sheikh Khalifa headed the Chamber’s delegation which 
includes the board member Adel Al Mannai. 

Representatives from Manateq and Qatar Finance Center 
attended the meetings.
The forum aims to enhancing economic and trade 
relations between Arab countries and German along with 
developing cooperation ties among both sides business 
owners.
The forum sessions highlighted the latest developments 
of the Arab-German economic relations besides 
reviewing topics of mutual interest such as 
manufacturing and technological exchange,    impact 
of oil prices, education and development, environment 
and sustainability, infrastructure, businesses women and 
economic diversity.

Sheikh Khalifa said that the Arab-German relations 
witnessed great progress recently, especially there is 
clear desire from both sides to expand the economic and 
trade cooperation at all levels. He noted that the Arab-
German trade volume reached  €52 billion and the Arab 
investments in German amounting to € 100 billion.
He affirmed Qatar Chamber’s interest to strengthen trade 
cooperation with the German side through mutual visits 
and building partnerships between Qatari and German 
companies .He also urges both sides to explore the 
available investment opportunities in Qatar and Germany 
in implementing valued enterprises for both economies.  
Sheikh Khalifa pointed out to the Qatari investments in 
Germany which touched $ 25 billion in sectors of cars, 
technology and banks.

Khalifa bin Jassim: Fostering the 
mutual investments between 
Qatar and Germany

E-mail to be official for communication 
with our members: QC 

Qatar chamber has recently participated in the Arab-
German Chamber of Commerce and Industry meetings 

and the 20th Arab-German Economic Forum in Berlin.

Qatar Chamber (QC) is currently studying to use the electronic 
mails “Emails” as an approved communication means with its 

members and all private sector companies, according to a press 
release issued by the chamber yesterday.

There is a pressing need to help 
our members to be informed 

with all events and activities being 
held in the Chamber, said QC Director 
General Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi.
He affirmed the importance for all 
companies to include their emails 
and telephone numbers  in their 
contacts registered in the Chamber.
Al Sharqi noted that this step 
keeps pace with the technological 
development with the aim to rapidly 
communicate with the Chamber’s 

members. It also aims at reducing the 
dependence on paper in transactions 
and supporting the green economy 
requirements  that are in line with 
the general strategy  of the State in 
preserving  the environment.
He said that the Chamber started 
one year ago using emails internally 
and now we will expand the process 
to include QC members and other 
companies.
He urged all members to provide 
the Chamber with up-to-date 

information including the companies 
email addresses through the 
Chamber’s website. An application 
is requested be filled including the 
company owner’s information, name 
of the company, sector, email, website 
and other needed information.

He pointed out that the Chamber 
is currently updating all members 
data to set up a comprehensive data 
base that facilities liaising  with all 
members.

News
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Tunisian Tourism Minister, Qatar 
Chamber Officials Discuss Joint 
Cooperation
HE Minister of Tourism and Handicraft of the Republic of Tunisia Salma 

Loumi Rkik discussed with officials at Qatar Chamber ways to enhance 
cooperation between the two sides to activate tourism exchange.

During a meeting at Qatar Chamber, the Tunisian 
Minister of Tourism and Handicraft touched on the 

opportunities and projects that businessmen in both 
countries can invest in, hoping for increasing number 
of Qatari tourists to Tunisia as it enjoys several attractive 
tourist destinations.
She noted a number of factors such as moderate weather, 
world-class hotels, beach tourism and cultural tourism, 
as well as Tunisian cuisine, which offers distinctive and 
healthy dishes.
For his part, Qatar Chamber Vice Chairman Mohamed 
bin Twar welcomed the meeting between the Qatari 
tourism and travel offices and the Tunisian tourism 
sector to discuss ways to attract Qatari tourists to Tunisia.
He added that Qatar Chamber is interested in enhancing 
cooperation between the two sides in various economic 
fields, including the tourism sector, pointing out that 

Tunisia is characterized by many tourist attractions and 
can become an important destination for Qatari tourists 
in the near future.
Meanwhile, Qatar Chamber formed an insurance 
committee working group, with technical and legal 
representatives from insurance companies, to study the 
most important obstacles facing the insurance sector 
in the country and propose appropriate solutions to 
overcome them.

That was announced following a meeting for the 
Insurance Committee at the Qatar Chamber to discuss 
the most important topics related to the insurance 
companies. The meeting was attended by HE Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Jassim Al-Thani, Qatar Chamber Chairman 
and Chairman of the Committee, along with business 
councils and members of the Committee.
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conferences

The private education sector in Qatar has expanded 
significantly in the past few years, he said at the 

opening of Education Investment exhibition ‘EdEx 
Qatar 2017’ in Doha.
The chairman attributed the growth to an increase 
in expatriate population and the government’s 
commitment to providing quality alternatives to the 
state education system,
The two-day exhibition gives visitors a platform to 
interact with leading entities involved in the regulation, 
financing, equipping and improvement of the private 
education sector in Qatar.

It also focuses on facilitating business development 
and partnership opportunities within Qatar and the 
regional private education industry.
Held under the patronage of the Minister of Education 
and Higher Education HE Mohammed bin Abdul Wahid 
al Hammadi, and supported by Qatar Chamber, EdEx 
Qatar aims to provide ministries and public and private 
school leaders with the opportunity to discover the 
latest ideas and solutions that would help Qatar move 
towards delivering a more competitive education 
system. 
Citing the Global Competitiveness Report 2016-17 
issued by the World Economic Forum, Sheikh Khalifa 
pointed out that Qatar is ranked fifth in the quality of 
education system. 
Qatar is also ranked eighth in the global index of 
the level of training undergone by education sector 
employees, and 11th in the world index for Internet 
connectivity in schools, he noted.
“To enable Qatar to take the lead and become a 
major player in the international education arena, the 
government has allocated a budget of QR20.6 billion, 
representing 10.4 percent of the total expenditure, for 
this vital sector,” he added.

Investments in private schools in Qatar are expected to triple by 2020, said Qatar 
Chamber (QC) Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim al Thani.

Private education investment 
may see three-fold jump by 2020: 
QC chairman

Yousuf al Hur : Qatar encourages investment in education
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Mohammed bin Twar, Vice Chairman of QC, said the vast 
participation of specialized companies and interested 
investor in EdEx Conference and Exhibition shows 
that Qatar has become attractive hub for education 
investment.
The education committee at QC is holding regular 
meetings with investors to solve problems and 
challenges that face private education.
The two-day EdEx conference and exhibition provides 
ministries, public and private school leaders with the 
opportunity to discover the latest ideas and solutions 
that will help the nation move towards delivering a more 
competitive education system.
Highlighting the steps taking by the government 
to enhance the education sector, Higher Education 
Authority Director Yousuf al Hur said Qatar encourages 
investment in education, including customs exemptions 
and exemptions from electricity and water fees.
He said that there is a need of 42 new privates schools at 
all levels until 2022 to meet the increasing demand and 
population growth.
Qatar has encouraged investment in private education 
exempting the sector from customs, providing with free 
water and electricity, land plots, buildings, textbooks 
and school vouchers for Qatari students and many other 
incentives, Al Hur stressed.
The MoEH introduced the position of Undersecretary 
Assistant for Private Education under which the private 
school and licensing office operates, he noted.

The government in collaboration with Qatar 
Chamber has offered eleven land plots for private 
education, and the ministry has begun to implement 
its strategy 2017-2022 aiming to provide with 
diversity of education opportunities, Al Hur told 
The Peninsula at the sideline of the conference. 
Al Hur said that recently one private university had 
opened its campus in Doha. “Many more international 
universities want to establish their campuses here,” he 
said, adding that the applications were in the pipeline. 
To a question about the exact number of foreign 
universities interested in opening campuses in Qatar, he 
gave no figure saying: “Many applications have fulfilled 
the requirements and are under process.”
Qatar has created a conducive environment for the 
investment in education with clear vision and ease of 
procedures for licensing under the law No 23/2015 
regulating private schools and guide for licenses of 
private schools, said Al Hur.
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The QC’s delegation was headed by the Director 
General Saleh bin Hamad Al-Sharqi and included the 

Qatar Chamber and ICC Qatar Director of International 
Relations and Chamber Affairs Sheikha Tamader Al 
Thani and head of finical dept. Tania Radwan.
The meeting discussed the progress of applying the 
electronic certificates of  origin  and  displayed  the 
experiments of developed    countries in this regard. 
Qatar Chamber has recently made a proposal  to unify 
the Certificates of Origin among  the GCC countries 
and to adopt the official version accredited by the 
International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) . Therefore, 
all GCC countries including Qatar will join the 
certificates of origin chain which are approved by the 
international institutions.
Speaking at the meeting, the Dubai Chamber Acting 
Director Atiq Nasif  highly appreciated the Qatar’s 
proposal which was aimed at unification of  the GCC 
Certificates of Origin and adopting the electronic  
issuance among all GCC countries. The proposal was 
introduced during the 42nd FGCCC meeting hold in 
Dubai.
QC Director General said that a joint committee was 
formed among GCC chambers to implement a GCC-
Unified Certificate of Origin soon , noting that Qatar is 
a member of this committee. 
Following the adoption of the Unified GCC Certificates 
of Origin , they would be circulated to all GCC countries 
and then it would be easier to join the European 
Certificates of Origin. This surely facilitates trade 
between Qatar and GCC countries and European 
countries as well, he added.
Underscoring the importance of E-Certificates of 

Origin among GCC, Al Sharqi said it contributes to 
strengthening the GCC intra-regional through this 
system aimed at enhancing the flow of goods and 
increasing trade volume among GCC countries.
QC’s Director General said in a press release following 
the meeting  that Thursday’s meeting would focus 
on the ATA Carnet system where he would give a 
presentation on the final phases of applying this 
system in Qatar expected by the year end after being 
approved by the official authorities.
Al-Sharqi underlined the role played by the ATA 
Carnet in facilitating customs procedures which is the 
cornerstone to support imports, exports and trade in 
general.
He added: “The ATA Carnet is a special type of passport 
for exporting and importing goods and is accepted by 
74 countries. The ATA Carnet allows holders to forgo 
normal customs procedures and fees and import items 
into a member country without paying any taxes for up 
to one year. It  is administered by the World Customs 
Organization (WCO)”.
He pointed out that the Chamber was chosen to be 
the national guarantee to implement  the ATA Carnet 
program in Qatar which reflects the great responsibility 
toward the Qatari business community.
In addition to facilitating trade, the program is seen 
as a good way of encouraging more international 
participation in exhibitions, trade shows, conferences 
and other gatherings where business representatives 
from other countries need to bring goods with 
them. The ATA Carnet covers commercial samples, 
professional equipment and tools and goods for fairs 
and other exhibitions.

Qatar Chamber (QC) took part in the meetings of 
the World Chambers Federation (WCF) on the 

electronic certificates of origin and ATA Carnet in 
Athens, Greece.

Al Sharqi: ATA Carnet  to be 
enforced in Qatar  by the year end

A Joint GCC Committee for unification of Certificates of Origin

conferences
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The meeting focused on means if strengthening trade 
relations between Qatari businessmen and their 

counterparts from Argentina.
It also reviewed partnerships between Qatari and 
Argentinian companies in fields of electricity and 
lightening.
HE. Miguel Balter provided an overview on Argintina 

Chamber of Commerce and its activities.
For his part, Bin Twar expressed the Chamber’s readiness 
to provide needed data and information about the 
available business and investment opportunities in 
Qatar and finding the local partner.  He assured the 
Chamber’s interest to see more partnerships between 
both countries’ business owners.

QC Vice Chairman meets 
Bangladesh’s Foreign 
Minister

Qatar Chamber 
vice chairman HE. 

Mohamed bin Twar met 
with Argentina Chamber 
of Industry and Commerce 
HE. Miguel Balter and Eng. 
Cesar Santoro, head of 
industry committee.

Qatar Chamber (QC) Vice Chairman HE. 
Mohamed bin Twar met with   Foreign 

Minister Bangladesh, Abul Hassan Mahmud 
Ali, and his accompanying delegation at the 
Chamber’s headquarter.

QC board members Mohamed Al Obaidli and Abdul 
Aziz Ridwany were present at the meeting along 

with Bangladesh ambassador to Qatar HE. Ahmed 
Ashdod.
The meeting reviewed economic and trade relations 
between the two countries and ways of enhancing them 
and the available investment opportunities.

The Bangladesh Minister said that his country has lots 
of opportunities for Qatari businessmen in sectors of 
electricity, banking, construction and real estate.
Bin Twar praised the relations between Qatar and 
Bangladesh, noting that there are great efforts exerted 
to upgrade these relation to higher standards.
 

QC, Argentina enhances cooperation ties
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Delegations

Speaking at a meeting with Pakistan’s Minister for 
Commerce and Trade Khurram Dastagir Khan, Qatar 

Chamber vice-chairman Mohamed bin Twar  said he is 
certain that Qatar and Pakistan “are very much interested 
in further developing relations to higher levels of 
constructive cooperation at all fields.”
QC’s board members Mohamed Al Obaidli and Abdul 
Aziz Ridwany were present at the meeting.
Bin Twar  said trade volume between the two countries 
reached stood at QR2.82bn last year, “and is expected to 
grow in the coming years.”
“I’d like to stress on the historic LNG deal signed between 
Qatar and Pakistan last year, which is estimated at $16bn, 

in which Pakistan will keep importing gas from Qatar 
until 2032,” he said.
He also underscored the “growing cooperation” between 
private sector players and businessmen in the fields of 
energy education, health, tourism, culture, and arts. 
Bin Twar also said a large Pakistani community is active 
in many sectors, including projects related to Qatar’s 
hosting of the FIFA World Cup in 2022.
“There are also many Pakistani companies and 
businessmen who are investing in Qatar, taking 
advantage of the pro-investment environment and the 
incentives offered by the government to attract more 
foreign investors to the country,” Bin Twar  emphasised.
He added: “On behalf of Qatar Chamber, let me take 
this opportunity to invite both countries’ businessmen 
to build real partnerships and explore new areas of 
cooperation for the benefits of both economies.
Pakistan’s Minister for Commerce and Trade Eng. 
Khurram Dastagir Khan paid tribute to the development 
Qatar sees at all sector, assuring that the preparation for 
the  2022 World Cup is in full swing.
Khan called on Qatari businessmen to visit his country 
to explore the available investment opportunities, 
particularly in the promising sectors such as energy, 
agriculture, food processing, construction and transport.

Qatar, Pakistan explore 
opportunities in various fields

Private sector leader Qatar Chamber (QC) has called on the Pakistani business 
community and their Qatari counterparts to explore the “host of cooperation 

opportunities” in the real estate, industry, infrastructure, hospitality, renewable 
energy, and communications sectors.
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He underscored the genuine desire of both countries to 
strengthen their economic relations which resulted in 
the increase of their bilateral trade volume.
He said that during his stay in Qatar he had very 
productive meeting with Qatar’s Minister of Economy 
and Commerce H E Sheikh Ahmed bin Jassim bin 
Mohammed Al Thani.
The minister said that there was a great potential in 
Pakistan for Qatari businessmen to invest in energy 
infrastructure, tourism, agro-food processing etc. “Agro 
food processing is very lucrative sector in which Qatari 
companies can invest with full confidence. It can be 
executed quickly as agricultural produce is already there 
and they just need technology and management.”
The minister said that there was a lot of room for retail 
infrastructure development in Pakistan. “Qatar is a 
country with magnificent malls. In Pakistan, the middle 
class is growing and consumer spending is very high 

therefore Qatari businessmen can also invest in this 
sector.”
“I have brought a number of good news about Pakistan. 
First and foremost is the fact that Pakistan is a peaceful 
country again as it has overcome violent extremism 
as well security unrest in Karachi. Now incidents of 
terrorism have dropped by 77percent,” he said.
He said that government of Pakistan was also 
encouraging Pakistani companies to participate in 
infrastructure development related to FIFA 2022. 
“Pakistan can export home textile, hospitality textile, 
sports goods, construction material etc. They should 
participate in exhibition being held in Doha.”
Both sides called for setting up a Qatar-Pakistan business 
council, enhancing cooperation ties between both 
countries businessmen, intensifying their mutual visits 
and removing all constraints hampering their private 
sectors cooperation.
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Delegations

The meeting, held at the QC headquarters in Doha, was 
attended by prominent Qatari businessmen, Qatar Chamber 
officials and several representatives of German companies 
operating in the region.
The Qatari side was headed by QC Vice Chairman Mohamed 
bin Ahmed bin Twar, while their counterparts were led by 
Representative of German Industry and Trade Felix Nugart.
Twar called on the Qatari and German companies to explore 
investment opportunities available in both countries and 
enter into effective partnerships that would serve economies 
of the two countries.
He said there were 30 German companies operating in 
Qatar in road and transport development, trade services and 
infrastructure. Twar urged German companies to increase their 
businesses in Qatar and partner with their Qatari counterparts. 
Underlining the “excellent” political and economic relations 
between Qatar and Germany, he said the two countries 
celebrated 40 years of bilateral relations four years ago. 
Describing the relations between the two countries as 
“strong”, Felix Nugart said in 2015 the trade volume between 
the countries reached $2.5 billion and has increased by 18 
percent during 2015-2016. 

He said there were several sectors in both countries where 
the two sides can cooperate and take advantage of promising 
investment opportunities such as education, technology, 
renewable energy and industry.
“Germany is looking forward to establishing more joint 

QC, German industry body 
sign agreement

Qatar Chamber (QC) and the German Office of Industry and Trade signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding to enhance cooperation.

venture projects in Qatar. German’s private sector is 
represented in the Project Qatar 2017 exhibition by 
over 26 companies.
“We have 100 joint venture companies in Qatar and 
we expect the number to go up in the coming year,” 
he added.
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During the meeting which was held at the QC 
premises, the two sides discussed investment 

opportunities available in the agricultural sector, and 
the possibility of establishing partnerships between 
businessmen in both countries.
Deputy Minister Vassilis Kokalis invited Qatari 
businessmen to visit Greece and see the investment 
opportunities available in the agricultural sector, 
stressing his country’s desire to attract Qatari investors.
Qatar Chamber’s Member and Honorary Treasurer Eng. 
Ali Abdulateef Al Misnad expressed the desire of Qatari 
businessmen to study the investment opportunities 
available in Greece, especially in the areas of agriculture 
and food industries, pointing that contributing to 

Qatar Chamber Discusses 
Promoting Trade Cooperation 
with Greece

Qatar Chamber (QC) discussed prospects of promoting trade cooperation 
with Greek Deputy Minister of Rural Development and Food Vassilis 

Kokalis, in presence of Greek Ambassador to the State of Qatar Constantinos 
Orphanides.

achieving food security is a priority for Qatari businessmen.
Al Misnad pointed out that the volume of trade exchange between the two countries is still below expectations, 
reaching about USD 90 million in 2016. He expected the meetings between the businessmen of the two countries to 
help promote and develop trade exchange between them.
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Qatar businessmen invited to 
invest in Burkina Faso

Burkina Faso President Roch Marc Christian Kabore invited Qatari businessmen to visit 
his country and explore the investment opportunities available there, especially in the 

fields of mining, construction, roads, agriculture and livestock.

This came during the meeting 
of President Kabore with the 

Qatari businessmen, during which 
he said that Qatari investments 
will be welcome and safe, and will 
make big profits in his country. 
The president praised the 
Qatari leadership’s interest in 
encouraging Qatari businessmen 
to invest in Africa, pointing to 
the government programmes 
and initiatives adopted by his 
country for social and economic 
development, which lead to many 
investment opportunities that can 
be seized by Qatari businessmen. 
For his part, board member of the 
Qatar Chamber Eng. Ali Abdullatif 
al-Misnad said that the Burkina 
Faso president’s meeting with 
Qatari businessmen encourages 
the business owners of the two 
countries to strengthen economic 
and trade co-operation relations 
and bilateral partnership.
He added that Qatari charitable 
organisations have carried out 

humanitarian initiatives and 
implemented, in co-operation with 
the local authorities, dozens of 
projects in the Republic of Burkina 
Faso in order to contribute to 
the provision of the basic needs 
of citizen, especially in the fields 
of water, health and income-
generating projects.
He noted that the level of trade 
exchange between the two 
countries is still weak and does 
not represent the strength of the 
relations between them.
He expressed the hope that the 
meetings between businessmen 
from the two countries will 
advance the movement of 
trade exchanges during the 
coming period.
Al-Misnad expressed the 
desire of Qatari businessmen 
to invest in the areas 
of agriculture and food 
industries, pointing that 
contributing to achieving 
food security is a priority for 

Qatari businessmen.
He stressed that Qatar Chamber 
is keen to encourage Qatari 
businessmen to direct their 
investments to the African continent 
because of its promising investment 
opportunities, pointing out to the 
boom being witnessed by the State 
of Qatar in terms of development 
projects in accordance with the 
Qatar National Vision 2030 and in 
the ongoing preparations to host 
the FIFA World Cup 2022, which 
paves the way for bringing more 
expatriate workers from Burkina 
Faso.

Delegations
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The MoU was signed during a meeting held at Qatar 
Chamber›s headquarters in the presence of a number 

of Qatari businessmen and their counterparts from the 
Turkish Korfez region along with representatives of 19 
Turkish companies seeking trade alliances in Qatar. 
In a speech, QC Vice- Chairman Mohammed bin Ahmed 
bin Towar, said Qatar Chamber is keen to enhance 
cooperation between businessmen in the two countries, 
referring in this regard to the various bilateral MoUs 
signed with the Union of Chambers and Commodity 
Exchanges of Turkey and Istanbul Chamber as well as 
meetings with Turkish Trade Delegations. 

He pointed out that the Qatari-Turkish economic 
relations have witnessed rapid growth in recent years 
at various levels, noting that Qatar’s investments in 
Turkey, amounting to USD 20 billion, are second in terms 
of volume In this context, bin Towar urged the private 
sector in both countries to take advantage of such a 
development to increase the volume of bilateral trade . 

For her part, Sibble Morali, President of Korfez Chamber 
of Commerce, stressed keenness of Korfez’ s businessmen 
to explore the investment climate in Qatar, adding that 
a delegation representing 19 companies from various 
sectors is accompanying her during this visit to discuss 
means of entering the Qatari market and enhancing 
cooperation with Qatar Chamber. 

The meeting included a presentation on the 
“Establishment of Business in the State of Qatar”, which 
shed light on the Qatari economy, investment incentives 
and legislation to stimulate foreign investment. 
Qatar’s major import products from Turkey are electrical 
appliances, dairy products, medical instruments, 
furniture and furnishings, iron and steel products and 
organic and inorganic products. Qatar’s most important 
export items to Turkey include gas, oil, gas hydrocarbons 
as well as ethylene polymers in their primary forms. 

Qatar Chamber Signs MoU with 
Turkish Korfez Chamber of Commerce

Qatar Chamber (QC) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 
the Turkish Korfez Chamber of Commerce aimed at increasing cooperation 

and establishing economic partnerships between the two sides, especially in 
construction and contracting, health, education and tourism sectors.
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Reports

The report, which was prepared based on certificates 
of origin issued by Qatar Chamber’s Research & 

Studies Dept. and Member Affairs Dept. last March, 
pointed out that about 75 % of these exports were 
received by the GCC countries at a value of about QR 
1.37 billion, which indicates the strength of intra-GCC 
trade, while the rest of them were distributed to about 
58 countries in the world. 
In second place after the GCC come other Asian countries 
group (Except Arab countries). Exports to that group was 
QR218.89 million, which represents 12% of the total non-
oil Qatari exports made during the same month (March). 
In third place was European countries including Turkey 
which received Qatar exports of QR123.9 million, which 
represents 6.7% of the total. 
In the fourth was Arab countries which received Qatari 
exports of QR 100.94 million. which represents 5.5% of 
the total exports. African countries, North America, and 
South America represented 0.5 percent, 0.2 percent, 0.7 
percent respectively of the total exports.
It is noteworthy that the Arab countries group including 
the GCC countries form 80.5% of the total exports during March 2017.

QC: Qatar’s non-oil exports reach QR 
4.94 billion in Q1
The total value of Qatar’s non-oil exports for the first quarter of  2017  reached 

QR 4.94 billion and the total value of non-oil exports for last March rose to QR 
1.38 billion compared to QR 1.54 billion in the same month last year, recording an 
increase of 15.1%, the monthly report of Qatar Chamber on the foreign trade of the 
private sector published on Thursday shows.
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The report shows that Qatar Chamber issued 5874 
certificates of origin last March for many destinations 
in 58 international markets at least, compared to 51 las 
February.

The Qatari exports went to a total of 58 countries in 
February, including 16 Arab countries and GCC , 16 
European countries including Turkey, 11 Asian countries,  
10 African countries and 5 countries of North and South 
Americas, the report said, adding that this indicates the 
widespread of export destinations for Qatari non-oil 
exports. 
KSA topped the list of countries which received Qatari 
non-oil exports in March 2017 with total exports 
amounting to QR 742.13 million, or 40.6% of Qatar’s 
total non-oil exports for March, followed by the UAE with 
total exports amounted to QR 578.81 million or 31.6%. 
Turkey  came in third place with total exports amounted 
to QR 82.68 million or 4.5% of Qatar’s total exports.   
Bangladesh  ranked fourth with exports worth QR 75.19 

million or 3.2%, followed by India , which received QR 
58.36  million exports or 3.2% .
 
GCC countries took in 75% of the total non-oil Qatari 
exports amounted to QR 1.372 billion, something that 
reflects the strong trade ties between Qatar and its GCC 
neighbors. 
Commenting on the report, Qatar Chamber Director 
General Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi said that these figures 
significantly reflect the rapid growth of Qatar’s non-oil 
exports monthly. He praised the contribution of the 
local companies in this development and in the foreign 
trade, expressing his hope to continue in its positive 
involvement in the economic process, especially with 
the support provided by the Government by virtue of  
the directives  of HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, 
the Amir.
He attributed the increase of countries receiving Qatari 
exports  from 51 last month to 58 in March to the growing 
spread of destinations receiving Qatar goods.
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The latest report released by the International 
Monetary Fund on the World Economic Outlook 

Update forecasted a revival in the economic growth in 
the Sub-Saharan Africa region due to the likely rise in oil 
prices and the increase in government expenditure.
Despite the challenges that might face investments in 
Africa, there are lots of opportunities that are in parallel 
with these challenges, especially that Africa enjoys huge 
potentials of food security and mining industry.
In this regard, many African leaders accompanied by 
business delegations recently visited Qatar to invite 
Qataris to invest in their countries, assuring that all 
investments will be highly protected.

Sudan
For his part, the Sudanese president Omar Hassan Al-
Bashir called on Qatari businessmen to invest in Sudan 
and to take advantage of the huge potentials and the 
pro-investment environment in food security, tourism, 
industry and livestock sectors.
This came during a meeting with Qatari businessmen 
where he assured that all Qatari investments are highly 
welcomed, particularly in food security where the Sudan 
has tremendous potentials such as the provision of vast 

agricultural lands and irrigation water.
He affirmed that Qatari investments will be protected
Burkina Faso
Burkina Faso President Roch Marc Christian Kabore 
invited Qatari businessmen to visit his country and 
explore the investment opportunities available there, 
especially in the fields of mining, construction, roads, 
agriculture and livestock.
This came during the meeting of President Kabore with 
the Qatari businessmen hold in Doha recently, during 
which he said that Qatari investments will be welcome 
and safe, and will make big profits in his country.

QC receives a host of African leaders and business delegations

Africa courts Qatari 
investments

Qatari investors are very interested to explore and seize the available 
investment opportunities in many African countries which distinct 

economies are laden with opportunities. Based on their desire to diversify 
their investments abroad, Qataris are now looking forward to Africa continent 
following their success in Europe, US and Asian countries.

Reports
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The president praised the Qatari leadership’s 
interest in encouraging Qatari businessmen 
to invest in Africa, pointing to the government 
programmes and initiatives adopted by his 
country for social and economic development, 
which lead to many investment opportunities 
that can be seized by Qatari businessmen.

Uganda 
The Burkina Faso president’s Qatar visit comes 
within weeks of Uganda President Yoweri 
Kaguta Museveni’s state tour of the country.
During a meeting with Qatari businessmen, 
President Museveni provided a detailed 
overview of the fast growing economy of 
Uganda, highlighting the endless business 
and investment opportunities in the African 
nation.
Museveni invited Qatari businessmen to 
his country to explore promising business 
opportunities, especially in the areas of food 
processing, mining and tourism sectors.
Uganda is a land of opportunities. It has 
climatic conditions suitable to grow all 
kinds of fruits and vegetables on earth. In 
addition, we have a lot of minerals. Investing 

in food processing sector and mining-based 
industries can be highly rewarding for Qatari 
businessmen, said the President.
He added: “We want Qatari investors to 
process food and produce items that can be 
consumed locally as well as exported to all 
world countries.”
Museveni also invited Qatari businessmen 
to invest in tourism sector where there are 
considerable investment opportunities in 
Uganda thanks to its distinct geographical 
position. 

Tunisia 
Minister of Tourism and Handicraft of the 
Republic of Tunisia Salma Loumi Rkik said 
that Qatar became the first Arab investor in 
Tunisia and the Second foreign investor.
This came during a meeting with Qatar 
Chamber’s officials in which  both sides 
review ways to enhance cooperation to 
activate tourism exchange .
The Tunisian Minister touched on the 
opportunities and projects that businessmen 
in both countries can invest in, hoping for 
increasing number of Qatari tourists to 
Tunisia as it enjoys several attractive tourist 
destinations.
She assured her country’s interest to 
strengthen relations with all Arab tourism 
markets and remove all constraints that 
might hinder its development.
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Reports

In this regard, the State of Qatar 
has exerted tireless efforts to 

achieve the highest rates of food 
self-sufficiency and it also called 
for diversifying investments in this 
sector in line with its National Vision 
2030 .
“Al-Moltaqa” magazine has 
interviewed with many businessmen 
and investors in order to know their 
opinions on the main challenges 
faced by the food security. They paid 
tribute to the efforts exerted by the 
country to raise its food production 
for achieving the food security as 
one of its strategic goals, calling for 
adopting a well-defined strategy 
that should make good use of the 
previous researches and studies 
conducted in Qatar for improving 
the sector. 
In light of the importance of food 
products manufacturing and its 
vital role in achieving food security 
and self-sufficiency, they called 
for increasing investments in this 
sector and introducing available 
opportunities in Qatar to national 
investors and entrepreneurs.
For his part, Abdul Rahman Abdulla 
Al-Ansari, CEO of Qatar Industrial 
Manufacturing Company (QIMC) 
said that the State of Qatar has 
made great efforts to enhance its 
national food security and achieve 
the highest rates of self-sufficiency. 

He noted that there is a pressing 
need to adopt a clear strategy 
on food security that must take 
advantage of the previous studies 
made for Qatar through number 
of experts and advisors in order to 
achieve the desired objectives.
This clear-cut strategy should 
be inclusive to comprise all 
food security elements such as 
agriculture, livestock, poultry and 
others, Al Ansari added.
He pointed out that there are many 
specialized studies and researches 
that are  being undertaken in Qatar, 
Assuring the importance to unveil 
the findings of these studies in 
promoting the sector.
He also called for focusing 
investments in food security 
enterprises in a different way in 
which those enterprises shall be 
based on feasibility studies covering 
all aspects.
Al Ansari emphasized the 
importance of enhancing liaising 
with other countries to facilitate 
investment procedures to 
encourage Qatari businessmen 
to invest in foreign countries, 
particularity in agriculture sector 
and to export their products to Qatar. 
This would contribute effectively to 
reducing dependence on importing 
food products, he noted 
Ali Al Khalaf, a businessman, 
said that Qatar still depends on 
importing food items, praising the 
sincere efforts made by HH. Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, the 
Amir, that aim to reduce imports and 

promote the food manufacturing. 
He also praised the efforts exerted 
by the government, businessmen 
and investors in this regard.
He said: “In order to achieve high 
standards of food security, it is 
highly important to undertake a 
comprehensive strategic study and 
programs that contribute not only 
to the provision of food items but 
also developing its  manufacturing,”
Terming the food security as a “joint 
responsibility” between the State 
and the business sector, Al Khalaf  
paid tribute the support submitted 
by the State to develop the sector, 
underscoring the key role played by 
the private sector investments for 
ensuring food security in Qatar.
Facilitating procedures of 
investment in food security and 
agriculture and providing finance 
to those who are interested in 
investment in this sector are 
two key elements to boost the 
competitiveness of the local 
products, he noted.

Enhancing  food security needs a clear-
cut strategy: Businessmen

A convergence of factors has made food security one of the 
most important global issues.  Global and governmental 

interests have been attached to the issue of food security and 
a lot of world countries are concerned to adopt new policies 
that aim at eradicating hunger and tackling all constraints that 
hinder achieving their self-sufficiency and food security. 
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The International Chamber of Commerce Qatar (ICC Qatar) held a panel discussion 
on “ Persuading the Tribunal”, the fifth in ICC Qatar’s monthly “Arbitration Series” as 

part of the 2017 programme of its Commission on Arbitration and ADR.

ICC Qatar highlights means of 
“Persuading the Tribunal”

The seminar was delivered by Mr. Wayne Clark, Vice 
President and Head of Dispute Management with 

HKA (Hill International), who provided his views on 
ways in which the parties and their legal counsel may 
persuade the tribunal to find their favour.
Clark who is a Chartered Quantity Surveyor, Arbitrator 
and Mediator with over 40 years international experience  
reviewed the three main features of arbitration which 
are the procedure, the written submissions and the oral 
hearing.  

According to him, the parties in the procedure juncture 
should look for early closure. He asserted that the 
Tribunal has a duty to conduct the arbitration in an 
efficient and cost-effective manner in accordance with 
the ICC Rules and Qatar’s Arbitration Law. 
“The tribunal and the parties shall make every effort 
to conduct the arbitration in an expeditious and cost-
effective manner,” the ICC Rules stated.
He gave examples of the delaying procedural and 
tactical manoeuvers that parties might use while solving 
disputes by arbitration,  including appointment of 
arbitrators and experts,  requests for stay of proceedings, 
disagreement over Terms of Reference , requests for 
extensions of time to submit pleadings, preliminary and 
other meetings, bickering over disclosure and telling the 
tribunal how to manage the arbitration.

Clark said that the tribunal should deny any delaying 
tactics used by disputing parties, calling on parties 
and their legal counsels to be well prepared before 
commencing the arbitration.
He noted that statements of claim, defence and 
counterclaim should be a fine-tuning exercise only. 

There should be no need for 
more time for submitting 
these documents than the 
time allowed in the Rules or 
as directed by the Tribunal.
According to him, the 
tribunal which has been 
chosen by the parties 
should be aware of the 
procedure and know how 
to manage an arbitration, 
assuring  that parties should 
trust the members of the 
tribunal and allow them to 
manage the arbitration in 
order to avoid unnecessary 
delay and expenses.

Underscoring the importance of written submissions, he 
noted that the Tribunal’s focus shall be on the facts, the 
arguments and the evidence as presented by the parties.  
In Clark’s opinion, the key written submissions in an 
arbitration are Claimant’s Statement of Claim and  
Respondent’s  Defence and Counterclaim. He said, 
“These two submissions, together with the Exhibits (the 
evidence) contain the essence of each Party’s case.”
Regard to the oral hearing, stories introduced by  parties 
must  be  clear, concise, well supported and persuasive 
to the tribunal.
Parties and legal counsel should co-operate with 
the tribunal throughout the process to ensure an 
efficient and cost-effective arbitration  and witnesses 
should  persuade the tribunal by telling the truth, he 
summarized.

The “Arbitration Series” follows the Commission’s 
charge to foster the development of trade and 
investment between Qatar and the international 
business community. It has been designed to 
help inform not only arbitration practitioners but 
professionals across the entire Qatari community 
from businesses, governmental agencies and public 
and private sectors to students.
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Seminars

The event was attended by the ICC 
Qatar Secretary General Remy 

Rowhani, the Qatar International 
Arbitration Center (QICCA) board 
member Dr. HE. Sheikh Thani bin Ali 
bin Saoud Al Thani and managing 
partner of Sultan Al-Abdulla and 
Partners  Sultan Al-Abdulla.

The amendments of the ICC Rules of 

Arbitration which entered into force 
from 1 March 2017  aim to increase 
the efficiency and transparency of 
ICC arbitrations.
In his opening speech, ICC Qatar 
Secretary General Remy Rowhani 
underscored the importance of 
the New Qatari Arbitration Law in 
fostering Qatar’s rapid economic 
growth and enhancing its position 
as a hub of arbitration.
For her part, the Managing partner 
of Ghada M. Darwish Law Firm 
Ghada Darwish said that the Qatari 
legislator adopted a special policy 
and approach to arbitration as one 
of the alternative means of resolving 
disputes between individuals, in 
order to provide a viable solution 
to many points of contention on 
an array of matters and topics of 
arbitration. 
The event included two panel 
discussions. The first panel 

discussed the amendments to 
the ICC Rules of Arbitration, while 
the second explored to what 
extent Qatar’s new arbitration law 
addresses remaining challenges in 
international arbitration including 
ICC proceedings.

Speakers during the two panels 
included Squire Patton Boggs’s 
Counsel Tarek Saad, Associate 
Dean of Outreach and Community 
Engagement, College of  Law, Qatar 
University, Dr. Yassin El Shazly, 
Managing partner of Ghada M. 
Darwish Law Firm Ghada Darwish, 
Deputy Secretary General ICC 
International Court of Arbitration 
Jose Ricardo Feris and Director for 
Easter Mediterranean, Middle East 
& Africa, ICC International Court 
of Arbitration Court of Arbitration, 
Partner, Houerbi Law Firm, Sami 
Houerbi.

New ICC Arbitration Rules 2017 
Launched in Doha
The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) launched the new Arbitration Rules 2017 at 

Rotana City Center Hotel in an event co-organized by the ICC Qatar (ICC Qatar)  and the 
ICC International Court of Arbitration and sponsored by Ghada M. Darwish Law Firm in the 
presence of  ICC representatives and number of arbitration specialists from Qatar and abroad.
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Member of Qatar Chamber Ibtihaj Al Ahmadani said that the 
even was part of the chamber’s effort in enhancing the role 

of the private sector in the Qatari economy. She added that QC 
was committed to empowering businessmen and businesswomen 
and helping them overcoming all challenges facing their private 
businesses.She added that starting a new business requires a 
comprehensive feasibility study. She also noted that establishing 
a business faces many challenges, which requires knowledge of 
ways that can help overcome those challenges.
For her part, HE U.S. Ambassador in the State of Qatar Dana Shell 

Qatar Chamber Holds Workshop on 
Challenges of Starting a Business
Qatar Chamber (QC) in cooperation with the U.S. Embassy in Doha organized 

today a workshop on the challenges of establishing a business and how to 
overcome with creativity and innovation.

Smith said that relations between QC 
and its American counterpart aim to 
establish joint projects that develop 
both sides. Smith added that the new 
American administration is not only 
committed to enhancing political ties 
with Qatar, but economic cooperation 
as well. She expressed her delight at 
participating at the workshop, stressing 
that strong women can achieve great 
success when they work together.

Businessman Terry Jones meanwhile 
gave a talk that provided an overview 
on his businesses, especially the ones 
in the travel sector. He also discussed 
a number of small businesses that 
businesswomen around the world have 
established. He also discussed some of 
the challenges facing starting a business 
up and how to overcome them.
Businesswomen from QC and the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce attended the 
workshop with the goal of identifying 
ways to overcome challenges facing 
setting up a business.
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Qatar Chamber supports “Bashaer 
Al-Rahma” as “strategic sponsor”

Speaking at the press conference organized for the 
announcement and current preparations of the 

“Bashaer Al-Rahma” program for the glorious of Ramadan 
this year under the theme “ Be Mercy”, Al-Sharqi said 
that this festival is one of the largest awareness events 
hold in Qatar during the holy month. He expressed his 
pleasure that Qatar Chamber would sponsor the festival 
as “strategic sponsor”. 
Qatar National Convention Centre CEO Abdul Aziz Al 
Emadi  and Sheikh Thani bin Abdullah Foundation 
for Humanitarian Services “RAF” General Director  Dr. 
Ayed bin Dabssan Al-Qahtani  were also present at the 
conference.
“Bashaer Al-Rahma”  festival  is co-organized by Qatar 
National Convention Center (QNCC) and Qatar Chamber 
(QC) and will be implemented by the Sheikh Thani bin 
Abdullah Foundation for Humanitarian Services “RAF”.
It basically aims at instilling values of mercy and 
compassion in the society.
Al-Sharki  added: “Believing in the power of collective 
efforts, today, we altogether will launch a triple 
partnership among three outstanding institutions in 

Qatar.  Qatar Chamber, QNCC and RAF Foundation will 
join hand to organize  this unique festival which sheds 
reflects greater range of social and humanitarian values,”
Praising the religious program, he pointed out that it 
has been launched me since 2012 and has significantly 
developed its activities year after year, noting it has 
drawn huge popularity during its previous versions.
As part of its strategy towards enhancing the social 
responsibility and strengthening its active interaction 
with all society segments, Al-Sharqi emphasized 
the Chamber’s keenness on enhancing the social 
responsibility  as a key pillar in the business environment. 
Elaborating this vision, he said  that the Chamber is 
exerting all possible efforts to encourage and support 
the social programs and initiatives which significantly 
have a great impact on Qatar’s society.
“The “Bashaer Al-Rahma” program  highlights various 
high social and humanitarian values in the glorious 
month of Ramadan. It offers comprehensive programs 
featuring a series of lectures by outstanding clerics and 
scholars, including social and cultural competitions, 
children activities and charity bazar,” he added.

Qatar Chamber’s Director General Saleh Bin Hamad Al Sharqi  underscored 
the Chamber’s interest to support the social events hold  in the country, 

particularly those of  the holy month of Ramadan.

Exhebition
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Qatar Chamber, QDB  launch ‘Made 
at Home’ expo to be held in Oct

This came during the press conference held at the 
headquarter of QDB in the presence of Director 

General of Qatar Chamber, Saleh bin Hamad Al Sharqi 
and Chief Executive Officer (CEO), QDB, Abdul-Aziz bin 
Nasser Al Khalifa.

“Made at Home” - aims to develop the capabilities of 
Qatari home entrepreneurs by offering them a unique 
opportunity to display and sell their products, create 
new marketing windows, exchange experiences with 
other home-based entrepreneurs involved in a wide 
range of specialized fields, promote local products, and 
encourage new entrepreneurial pursuits.
Speaking at the conference, Saleh Al Sharqi said: 
“The cooperation between Qatar Chamber and Qatar 
Development Bank is a testament of our commitment to 
support home-based businesses and their products. At 
Qatar Chamber, it is part of our strategy to support hard-
working, productive families, who wish to make the 
most of their natural talents and contribute positively to 
the national economy.
“Through this exhibition, we help home-based business 

owners introduce their products to the local market. In 
the past, we have successfully helped many other SMEs 
participate in a number of exhibitions, such as Made in 
Qatar, Made in China and Expo Turkey.”, he added.
He added: “The idea of this exhibition stems from the 
successful participation of home-based business owners 
in the last edition of Made in Qatar. 
Productive families are an important part of the national 
economy and a true starting point and nucleus for the 
indigenous SME industry that we aim to develop.”
He said the exhibition would be held in an area of 
5000 sqm to display products of nearly 300 exhibitors, 
expressing his hope that it would help inform the 
domestic market on the products of productive families. 
Commenting on the event, Chief Executive Officer (CEO), 
QDB, Abdul-Aziz bin Nasser Al Khalifa said: “Through our 
latest exhibition for home-based businesses, we now 
reach a more diverse range of SMEs than ever before. 
Our ‘Made at Home’ exhibition introduces the public to 
an important group of businesses - the home-based 
business industry - with whom they previously may have 
had only limited contact.” 

Qatar Chamber (QC),  and Qatar Development Bank (QDB), announced the launch 
of first edition of the “Made at Home” exhibition, during the period 1-5 October 

2017 at Doha Exhibition and Convention Center under the patronage of HE. Sheikha 
Al-Mayassa bint Hamad Al Thani. 
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